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Rural issues are debated” ®

In Halton’s official plan

Land use policies in the
rural areas remain the main
points of controversy In
Halton Replon's draft olficial
plan.

Last week Halton Region's
Planning Committee dis-
cussed the area municipal-
fties’ criticism of the plan,
With the exceptlion of (wo or
three thorny areas that deal
with residential development
in rural areas and preserva-
tion of focdlands, the review
omounted more o crossing
T's and dotting I's than the
debate of opposing phile
saphies.

The committee endorsed a
general

levels and agencies to adopl
policies and programs which

will promote the economic

viability of the agricultural
industry.

statement en-
couraging governments at all

But in the same brealh the
commiltee removed (rom the
draft plan a three-part clause
urging the federal govern-
ment to:

(a) Adopt a national food
policy incorporating the pro-
duction, processing, market-
ing, distributing and con-
sumplion of food 50 as to en-
sure an adequale supply at
prices which are equitable for
hoth the industry and the con-
sumer.

(b Enforce protective tarifls
and-or, quotas on imported
ngricultural products which
compete with Canadian pro-
duceo.

ic) Pravide incentives (o

farmers  through  income
stabilization, & pension
program for reliring far-

mers, expanded farm credil
and loans to farmers, and

peneral relief from Federal

taxes on the agricuitural in-
dustry.
Planner Bob Whilte

tefended the inclusion of the
recommendations for the
federal government. “We are
shying this is what we want
and this s your respon-
sibility."”

‘He argued that the region
should go on record as en-
dorsing n national flood
pelicy, incentives for farmers
and tariffs to protect [ood
grown or raised in Cannda.

Oakville Councillor Ron
Planche objected. **\Whatever
kappened to free trade and
have you considercd what
will happen to the price of
food when it hits the counter?
This sounds like welfare
policies for farmers and looks
like we are trying to bribe the
farmer with the consumers’
money,” Planche told the

Fate of agriculture
sealed, farmers say

Haolton Regional Council's
approval of & 14-lot rural sub-
division .near Five Sidercad
and the Fourth Line has
sealed the fate ol agriculture
in Halton according lo
Federation of Agriculture
representatives Bob  Merry
and Ed Segsworth.

“By approving this they'll
sell agriculture in Halton
down the drain. This is the
test case and the tip of the
iceberg. It has been difficult
for them lo approve this one
but with each new one it will
be ecasier to approve,” Segs-
worth said.

Merry said he was amazed
to see council approve of the

development after turning it
down on a decisive vote only
twg months ago.

The recommendation came
from the planning committee
and was accompanied by a
report but there was next to
no discussion of the matier.

The applicant for the pro-
ject Fred Cunningham tol:d
this newspaper there were 21
nomes already in exislence
there and he noted  the
development met the terms of
the @griculiural code of prac-
lice as applied to Mr. Merry's
farm, across Lhe road.

“[ ecan’t see  thal  the
development wili be  delri-
mental to agricultural

policies. Let’s face i, the 400
acres south of our land s
owned by a German syndi-
cale and its fale as agricul-
tirad band is sealed, It won't
be agricultural use forever."

Ar. Cunningham noted that
there would only be three
homes visible from the road
and the rest would be “tucked
behind trees.”

Couneil _ approved  the
Southeott froperty  develop-
ment on a 12-7 recorded vote
Wednesday. The proposal has
been on the books for more
than a vear now and the deei-
singy has heen reversed o
number of times at both com-
mittee and council meetings.

Foodland designation
lacked farm support

Lack of support from even
the conservationist element
within the Federation of Agri-
culture and the farm com-

muplty in  general for
measures aimed at  pre-
serving [oodland, is heing

touted as a major cause for
failure to have thosc policies
implemented in  Halton's
official plan.

Halten Regional Planning
Director Ed Cumming said in
an interview that there
seemed to be an evolution of
gpinion among the conserva-
tionists in the Federation. "It
seemed 1o come about aller
the pgovernment’s green
paper on agricultural jand.”

Regional planners had
pushed for inclusion of strong
measures that would have
designated broad swalhs of
land as foodlands.

Cumming explained the
regional planners wanted to
point the way and set oul
broad designations of land
wilh capacity to grow [ood

and lcave the more restric-
tive designations to the local
councils and planning depart-
ments—because that's where
the local  knowledge s
greatest,

“They wouldn't buy that.

The only way we could have

got it through was on the
urban conscrvationist lobby,
but that isn’t good enough.
When we thought we had a
faclion of the Federation with
us we might have been okay,
bul their opinion secmed to
change.”

Asked if he was disap-
pointed by the lack of protec:
tion the plan now includes for
agricultural londs, Cumming
acknowledged he was.

"“Yes, [ think we are dis-
appointed, but it is a plan for
people—not for the planners.
Sometimes  we  have  our
biases and preflerences that
the decision makers and the
people just can't afford.”

The commitier not only
sounded a complete retreat

Sixth Line pits
may be reopened

Three pils on the Slxth
Line, two just rehabilitated,
have been listed by ihe
Ministry of Transpertation
and Communications as an
aggregale source,

The Odorico pit, the Spitzer
pil and the Pilutti pit, known
as the Bessey pit, are three of
the 23 sources listed for the
contract for the construction
of Highway 403, from High-
way 401 to Eglinton Avenue.

The MTC states there is o
substantial saving by allow-
ing these pits to be listed,
even il they are not used.
“The fact they are available
for use controls the price of
grapular material in the
Halton Hiils area,” says the
MTC.

The MTC guarantees all
roads will be returned to their
originn} condition and all pits
rehabtlitated.

Councillor Roy Boolh sajd
the Niagara Escarpment has
nol given the Odorico and
Spilzer pits  development
permits. He emphasized they
were opencd up last year and
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rehabilitated.

“Between the MTC and the
N.E.C. I think the MTC will
win the fght" commented
Mayor Tom Hill.

A molion sayving the town
had no ohjection to the listing
of the three pits as aggregate
sources ran inle oppasition.
Councillor George Malthy
asked it be referred back to
works for discussion.

Councillor Pat AeKenzie
saftl works commitlee could
do little, **At least this time
they are telling us before the
fact rather than afier.”

from  federal

on that score, but backed off
on recommendations o hod
made to the federal govern-
ment as well.

The stadl had urged that the
commiltees  cocourage  all
other government levels and
agencies to adopt policies and
programs which will promote
the economic viability of the
agricultural industry.

That much the commitice
accepted,

Bul the committee balked
when stafl recommended the
federal government develop a
national fowd policy, protec.
live tariffs, pensions for
farmers and general relief
taxes on the
agricultural industry.

Commiltee members
suggested neither the staff
nor the commitice un-
derstood the complexities of
the problem and shouldn't en-
courage the federal govern-
meal one way or the other.

Honth pointed out the letter
does nol mention 200,000 tons
were tuken out of the Odorico
and Spitzer pits last year, and
was now completely rehabili-
tated. “Now they want lo
reopen them further bhack,
ifter we told the people on the
Sixth Line it was all fin-
jshed.” He soid the town
might get the pits anyway but
they should object.

Maltby sald he had been
unter the impression last
year's  amounts woulil
exhaust the pits.

The maiter was referred
hack 1o works committee,
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commltice.

Planner Rash Mchammed
suggested the elause could be
reworded 1o indicate the
{hree recommendations werg
examples of things the reglen
would like the federal govern-
ment to look at.

Dakville Councilior Archie
Donaghey and Committee
Chairman Roy Booth agreed
wilh that recommendation
but & motion by Milten Mayor
Non Gorden recommended
taking the three-part clause
right out of the draft. It
passed.

The eommittee endorsed u
Halton Hills recommendation
suggesting that once a person
purchases a ol crepted by
severance, that the person
[orgoes any right o complain
about existing farm
nperations.

Milton Mayor Don Gordon
saiid legally the acltion was
only bindlng on the first
owner, but Mr. Booth argued
that the condition is regis-
tered with the deed and is o
cloud on the title.

The move was an ¢ffort to
proteet farmers from wrban
people who move into rural
areas and no sooner get there
than they complain about the
smell of ‘pigs or the dust and
dirt of the country.

The commiitee sent a siaff
recommendation urging that
the tree cover in the reguon be
increased from 20 to 25 per
cent.

Councillor  Hooth  noted
there was no way the urbin
municipahities  of  (Oakville
and Burbington would ever
come close to that kKind of tree
cover and suggested that
most of the region's tree
cover is in the north. He cam-
plained thal any new stands
of Irees would have to be
slarted in the north, because
Ihere was no room in the
south, and abjected beeause
ere are already an ade-
quate  amount  of  forested
lands in the north.
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A POPULAR LOCAL GROUP, Mirage, entertained at the Back to Acton
Days celebrations on the holiday weekend. They were one of three groups
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| Photo Orders

During the summer holiday period,
please expect a delay in picture
orders, Two weeks delivery is
minimum,
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entertaining in the rock concert at the four corners.

- TAKE ADVANTAGE OF A TI
t Irt ay pal |y HINTON'S CONTINUING
' SALE WITH 10% OFF ALL
MERCHANDISE IN STOCK :
for |OCE]| woman NOT ALREADY REOUCED. Ron Lamb Mike Kelly
ALSD MANY ITEMS A
RS AT S i RR1 Belwood RR1 Guelph
A family birthday parly  molher's family and  des. i 843-3839 32221?9
was held for Mrs. Mcelean of - cendants, Approximately 130
Brock S1., on Sunday. Mrs.  relalives attended. HINTON'S
McLean celebroted her 96th
birthday at the bome of 15 ?ERRS EKPER'E"CE
granddaughter  Mrs. James !
Johnston in Brampton, Va ndals hit —

A cake was made and de-
coraled by another prand-
daughter Mrs. Bryan Mar-
shall,  Family  members
ttalling 15 helped  Mrs.
Melean celebrate the oce-
asion,

A surprise pift from her
neighbours on Brock Stree!
wis also presented in honor of
her bhicthday.

A week ageo Mrs. Mcel.ean
attend a reunion of hor

parked car

The right front window of a
1974 Dadge  Charger was
smashed by vandals  who
enlered the L L Ford lot on
AMain Street North last week,

The car's front fender and o
e was also damaged. The
aulowas parked at the rear of
The lot,
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NAME FURNITURE!

House of Braemore, Kroehler, Deilcraft, Krug

Plus color TV3a, appliances, lamps and more

2 Pe. Chesterfield Suite Platform Rockers

by Housa of Braemore by Kroahler
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$109.95
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