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We showed the flag

A big wave of a Canadian flag for
all the organizers of the exciting
three-day bash called Back to
Acton Days.

Its seeming fun and spontaneity
belied months of planning, and its
organizers vow they're going (o
start getting ready for next year’s
within the month.

The Mill St. mall was packed
with strollers and shoppers, sight-
seers and skateboarders for all of
two days, and on the next day the
beautiful park hosted the crowds.

The Calithumpian parade indeed
proved to be a Pied Piper, and all
manner of people joined in behind
the music in the three parades.

At the last minute, the route had
to be changed to avoid highway
traffic. It resulted in all three zany
parades joining forces at the track
to descend on the waiting world at
Mill and Main.

The sea of people across the
roadway and down the sidewalks
cheered organizers, councillors
and prize winners and went on
happily to enjoy all the amuse-
ments of the day.

Right until Sunday’s fireworks,
there was [ull participation in all
the special festivities.

Of course a few things went
awry. . . why not? It was all done
by volunteers, at very little ex-
pense, The one whopping bill was
for the fireworks, and the host fire-
fighters found most people willing

to share the cost by donating a
sum. .

A sound system would have been
nice, and should be a certainty for
next year,

Acton showed the flag on the
weekend, and didn't we all enjoy
ourselves?

We want solutions

It's disturbing to read that town
employees are considering limiting
the number of garbage bags we
may put out and have collected.

Eariier this year the powers that
be suddenly and without notice
limited the materials that could go
into the dump.

But aren’t things a little mixed
up? Aren’t the government depart-

End of an era

The burning of the freight shed at
the tracks marks the end of an era.
There's nothing left there now to
show how important the railread-
aonce was here, Even 20 vears ago
the station was there, its platiorm
covered with (reight awaiting
transport by rail. Mail used to
come regularly via rail:
passengers depended upanit.

ments there to solve problems. not
create them?

New sites must be found, and
soon. Recycling should be pro-
moted evervwhere.

And, as councillor Les Duby
suggests most sensibly, let us burn
all our combustible garbage if il
can't be recveled.

When the station was sold and
demolished, a liny glass cubicle
was built in its place. Now even
that is disappeared.

The worst thing about the
disintegration of service from the
ratiways is the growing knowledge
that commuter trains will be much
meeded inthe future.

Flies are feasting

The many Actonians who go to
Muskoka for holidays were happv
to find few tent caterpillars this
year, after last vear’'s nasty in-
vasion. Swarms of large parasitic
flies are the major factor in the 90
per cent reduction in the number of
the wriggling beasts. Larger and
hairier than house flies, the Sar-
cophaga flies lay live larvae, or

maggots, on the tent caterpillar
cocoons. These maggols feed on
and destroy the caterpillars in their

pupal staze Delicious!

The nereaze in the number of
flies 1S a natural phenomenon
connected with the outbreak of tent
caterpillars whe oceur about once
every 12 years.

Many people believe the govern-
ment has released the flies in an
cffort to comhat the tent cater-
ptllars. Not so. But the thousands of
buzzing flies will be gone when the
tent caterpillars are gone.

Happy Holidays.

Birthdays and such

Happy birthday to us. The Free
Press starts a new year each July

1. We've been at it since 1875, The

first paper was printed in Mat-
thews Hall, the building that was
known as Hotchen's Bakery when it
was torn down this summer.

. * *

How come it's Canada Day in-
stead of Dominion Day? How did
that happen?

Just when advertising took a sea-
sonal dip, our news columns and -
pictures took a soaring rise. Many
pictures will be left out until next
week,
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If you don’t like what's happen-
ing, this is a free country. There's
nothing to stop you from doing
something about what's bothering
you — or trying to. But don't
complain about the dirty dishes if
you won't take your turn at the
sink,

Don't complain about taxes if
you've got your hand out for some
of the goodies. Don't call the next
generation bums if your own
family isn’t earning its own way.
Don't ery about inflation if your
own income isn’t tied to your
productivity.

Don't knock the politicians in
Ottawa if you are not ready to
support people who will do a better
job.

The kids are aH
school.

Now the next (wo months’
teaching and examples all come
from parents and friends, not from
teachers. Parents are in sole
control of television viewing,
reading, sharing, morals, religion,
moderation, language both clean
i:md grammatical, discipline, ohed-
1ence, exercise,

Anawesome hurden!

home from
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Any small business in Canada
(and that includes right here in
Actan) can now telephone Ottawa
free of charge for ombudsman ser-
vice to cut red tape and elimingte
paperwork problems,

The hotline, (613) 995-9197, oper-
ates Monday through Friday, 8,30
a.m. to 5 p.m. Ombudsmen will
accept collect calls from any bus-
iness in this country.

After callers describe their pro-
blems, ombudsmen will go to work
on their behalf to seek solutions im-
mediately. If a problem is not
solved within five days, the om-
budsman will provide the caller
with a progress report and follow
up until the case is resolved.

* * *

Hey, weatherman! You told us
there would be rain both Saturday
and Sunday. And the weather was
perfect. You shouldn’t do that to us,

with so many outdoor events
planned! '

Fireworks

1 don'l recepve many lelters [rom Soong
preaple, with coinments on my ideas in this
colutnn That's e be expeeted. Young
peaple, nle natorally, are extremely
selfeenired. ] know | was,

They are ecomang exlremely awine of
their own self, their individualism They
are extremely interested an sex, Tove,
saiye kind af belwel they can hang onte,
some gorn with all the answers. And good

Cluek v themy, even thaugh there s no such

Thing

They are not interesied in the maudlin
meandermges of o anddie-aped osie! man
whe doesn't seem to know from one week
ey the next what he really bodioves i

s not that | don’t et adong with voung
preople From the age of aboll one o 21,
thes and [areon the best of terins There's
oty one fly i the fun [oan’t help teasing
them BUs o rotten guahity and 'm always
~orry whitn 1 do. bul some demon urges me
P14

For example. myv older prandson hit

hack when ['d needbe him by saying “Jolly
pgood!" when he'd try to make a Tarzan
leap and land on his car. He responded
with, “Jolly bum-bum’, 1o let me know he
didn’t like it. Be saying a bad work, he pul
mr 10 my place.

He underlined his individuality by such
remarks as, “no way”, when I'd try to
tease hnn ainto something he didn't want to,
or couldn’t do, “Bugger off** when ['d pre-
tend lo mock anger and threaten dire
punishment. He didn't learn these terms,
you'll be happy to know, from his gran,
prandad, motber ar father. He learned
them [rom the other little punks at day-
Care.

Teenagers are just as vasily teased, and
preity valnerable. After spending  nine
maonths gooling off, they come up to you as
cxam-time looms, with a tortured ex-
pressinn, as though they had to go to the
bathrootn, and could hardly wait, and
whimper, "Sir, could you tell me if 1 have
to wrile Lhe final exam?”

| reply to a freckled redhead, "'not unless

Our readers write

Special thanks

Diar Kay Lulls;

[ast week the Free Press earried pic
tares and stores al calithumpian Porades
e way they woere vears past and how they
were o part of July Ist eelebriations in
Avton Todday as vour readers look through
the pages ol the Free Press they will see
how the Calthumpian Parade was (this past
werkend, recreating and making  history
ance more They will see different faces,
outlits, amd velneles bat the smiles, the
Langthiler apd the coming together of i com-
munity, friemds, lamihes atil strangers tno
fonger s s the one Thing this parade certain
by shares with those of yesterday,

As chinrwoman  of  Lhe Calithumpian
Parades, owish te thank” everyone wha
participated aml worked so very hard to
take 3l sueh a0 sueceess. With much
proatitude [ say It Warked,™

A special word of thanks goes to d and
Al wiho led two of the parades and to Pad
Woed with her terrific sdeas and organizer
of one Lakeview parade, ta the police who
puided uy through the streels and saw us
safely to the end, to the dividuals, band,
1 ers and fire engine who showed despite
last munwle changes and confugion, to
Channel 13 who covered our parade an 1ele-
vision, and to the Free Press reporters who
ran st lesst 20 miles to make sure we were
recorded in the history pages.

‘I'his pist Saturdoy Twas very proud (o be
celebrating Canada's Birthday as T walked
the Calithumpisn parade route but more
Chier thiat T was proud to be doing it in Acton
with all of you, my friemds.

See vou July tst, 1979,

sineerely,
Terry Grubbe.
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“As with any true hatriutin Conadian, | bellove In the Pisrre system of Internatlonal
natlonalism; therofars, | cslobratod Canada Day with & brief jaunt down to the

Bahamas.™

vou have freckles and red bair.” There are
all kinds of variations on this. I it's a boy,
[ might say, "“Nol if you can take me 1o i
lrout stream and guarantee I eateh my
ltmil.” You can see the wheels spinning
widly in his matoreyelehaunted mind, this
boy who's never citughtl a trout in his Life.
They HATE me,

From about 2t for the next 10 years, T
can scarcely stand voung people. They
become pompous. They think their mildly
sociakist ideas, so hackneyed you can't
helieve it |, are freshminted. They want to
change the world and you: your religion,
vour ideas, your life-sivie.

After that they're nol so bad, and they
have ncquired that rueful resignation thad
mast civilized people get after pounding
their heads against life fong enough o
soften them irrcdeemably.

F rom about 40 on, readers an | are on
the same sel of rails, and though they can
and do attack me furiously, at least they
know. mast of them, that theye is mare
gray in the world then there is black and
winte.

Their letiers are mitch more interesling
than those of young people: witly,
astringent, pejorative, sometimes brutal.
often kindly, perceptive, sympathetic,
pagging. They bave lived, and they know
that the world has them by the tail, not
vice versa,

In response to o recent column, half-
joking, asking if anyone had a job for my
daughter, 1 received o great Jeiter from
A.R. Kirk of Renfrew.

“Yes, 1 have o job . . New job require
ments include o new baby in 1979, and
another new baby every lwa yeirs until
19489, when she and her husband will be the
parents of eight healthy children. That was
an average fomily in the early and best
development years of Conada.”

He poes on 1o explain that v dauvghter
would never be oul of work. “She will
remode]l and make clothing for her
children and hersell from the abundant
stpply of slightly used clothing vou citn get
at a rummage sale for a song.

“She will with the help of her husband
and you her father, and your wife her
mother, have o large {ruit and vegetable
garden; the children will heip’r.”?r

Mr. Kirk goes on, seriousty, and I'm half
inclined to agree with him. But he doesn’t
know a few things about our Kim and her
kids. In the first place, they already look
as {hough they'd been dressed from a
rummage sale, without any remodeling.

In the second, where do they get the land
{or this big garden? Young people today
have very little chanee of ever owning a
hoeme of their own, let alene one with
garden space,

What really huris, though, is when he
suggests that such a life would intecfere
with my vacation trips to exetic places.
*"Think of the pleasure you will hitve, using
vacation money saved, to help owt the
finances of your grandehileren in small
sums where most needed.”

Dear Mr. Kirk: Those small sums have
prevented me from having a  decent
vacation for years. A penny saved 18 a
panny carned, but a doflar to my daughter
is a dollar I'll never see ngnin. Thanks
Anyway,

Mr. Kirk and his wife are 78 and 74
respeclively, with seven of a family and 21
grandchildren. He would like te live to be
100 years otd, "“lile is so interesting.”™

Bless you, sir. May you do so. Moy you
be pinching your wife lovingly at 98, and
she responding.

But don’t nsk me Lo toake on six more
grandboys, 1 said to my wife the other
night, '‘1 have a feeling in my bones, just a
nremonition, that seme disaster is about lo
belall me." ~

She answered,”'Ch, didn't I tell you? The
boys are coming {or the weckend."

fﬁe Free Press

Back Issues
10 years ago

Taken from the ssue of the Free Press
of June 26, 1964

Itud Whiting is .llalton ridings new
Member of Purlinment. Whiting, 37, an
(lakville salesman and public relations
c.ficer with a Burlington quarrying firm,
hundity defeuted Progressive Conservalive
candidate Peter K. MceWilliams by nlmost
5,000 votes., The [atest available returns
from Halton Returning officer Gordon
Blake gave Whiting 16210 voles (o
MeWilliams 11555 while New Democratic
Party candidide Murray Kernighan trailed
with 6009 with 192 of the 205 polls heard
from.

(n the receipl of working drawing ap-
proval from the Department of Education,
General Contractor tenders will be called
[or an addition to the M.Z. Bennelt public
school. The addition consists of a general
purpose room  with ancillary facilities,
three standard classrooms, science room,
téachers' room und hibrary.

Al aspecial meeting of Acton hight School
board last Thursday, o motion was passed
that the board could not participate in
paying the cost of transporiation for any
student taking 1uilion out of Acton.

20 years ago

Taken from the lssue of the Free Press
of July 17, 54

Thieves made thelr get-away with at
least $700 worlh of watches and jewellery
after smashing the window of Don Bexton's
jewellery store in the pre-dawn hours Tues.
thay.

Mo word has bheen received ot the Acton
station as vel concerning the roval train
tuking Princess Margare! to Stratford
carly next month, However, il is helieved
the train will pass through the tlown.
OMficial notification will likely he sent
shortly.

‘The stafl of Acton High schonl has in-
creased by one. Last year there were 1]
teachers, Miss Grodde is leaving Lo teach in
Oltawa and two teachers have heen hired,
Mrs. DA Smith amd  Miss  Griselda
Bovaird,

‘The majority, if not all, the Avlon Mer-
chants are expected to condinue with the
present Monday elosing as provided for
under the by law that was disputed in
Magistrate's Court on Monday, according
to Frank Terry, chitirman of the retaii
section of the Chamber of Commerce.

Wishroom facilities 41 the new change
sLation in the park were vpened l(or the first
fume to The public Saturday.

50 years ago

Taken from the issoe
of the Free Press of July 5. 102K

A re-unton of the Simpsen and the Flet.
cher families was held on Julvy 2, at the
Simpson homestead, Lat 20, Coancession 3,
Nassagaweya, to cammemorate  the
hundredih anniversary of the coming lo
Nassagoaweya  Township of their fore-
fathers. Descendonts of olher families of
the early setllers were present, on in-
vitittinn, and also present residents of
Nassagawevi o the number of about 1,500
peaple in ail.

Games of ball, ete. were engaged in until
about 4:30 o clock, when @ bountiful supper
was served, followed by a lengthy pro-
gramme, piven with Mr, Jobhn Marshall,
Clerk of the Township, in the chair,

The chairman gave a detailed history of
the early setflement of the Township,
piving incidents of the struggles and hard.
ships of the ecarliest setiless viz: David
sScoll, the frst seitler, Wm. Trudpeon, the
second; and Alex. MeNaughiton, the third;
also John Husband, John Simpsen  and
Jeremiah Fletcher,

100 years ago

Taken framn the issue of the Free Press
July 3, 147N

What bas become of the Fenian scare?

A lelegram from London, Eng., slates
thol  Lopd  Dufferin has  aceepted  the
prolongation of his term as Governor-
{renoral of Canada. This announcement, we
are sure, will be received with profound
satisfoction throughout the Demitnion, from
one endd 1o the other of which His exeellency
stands uncivalled in the confidence of the
peaple.

The Council met in (Milton, June 21, at
12:30 p.m. in acceordance with notices for
speciitl mectings issued by order of the
Warden.

The Warden informued the Council that he
had called & special meeting for the pur-
pose of investigatiog an account of George
Blain, contracl for extrie work of the new
jadl amd addition 1o the Court House,

The Clerk eead the contractor's account,
and the Warden read the architeet’s state-
ment of reductions {rom the same,
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