Clarence Rognvaldson
retiring from teaching

by Jennifer Rowe

After 19 years of teaching
others, Clarence Rogn-
valdson will be leaving Acton
high school. Although he is’
retiring from teaching his
desire 1o learn is still strong.

Known as Sonny fo many,
Clarence Rognvaldson was
born and raised in Manitoba
at Lake Winnipegosisa. He
studied in Maniloba and had
planned to continube his
education at the Unlversity of
Manitoba, when & tragic fire
left his fomily desparate and
he was unable to do Bo.

During the depression
Clarence worked at o variety
of jobs including one in a
grocery store for three
dollars a week, farming and
winter commercial fishing.

In 1937 Clarence returned
home to Winnipegosis to work
for his father in their welding,
gencral repairs and const-
ruction business, With hils
father being a jeck-of-all
trades, Clarence wos exposed
to many different maint-
enance areas.

In 1940 Clarence left home
to join the Air Force. *'1 had
plans of being a pilot like all
gther young men and winning
the war single-handed, but I
ended up being 6 mechanie.”

While in the Air Force and
in Toronlo at the time of his
mother’s death, Clarence met
the woman who was to be his
future wife. Dorothy Jane
Kermon, an Oshawa girl
warking at Sick Chlildren's
Hospital, married Clarence in
August of 1942,

Alter spending (ive years in
the Air Force it Canada,
Alaska and England,
Clarence returned lo a smali

town in Canada that he had

visited during his time with
the Air Forca, It was 15
when Clerence Rognvaldson
and his wile Dorothy chme to
live in Acton.
Clarence was hired by
Baxter Laboratories (now the
Dills Printing and Publishing
building) and became maint-
enonce department head. He
was In charge of all the
various mainlenance proc-
edures in Lhe building.

During his working years,
the drive to [finish the
education that was
terrupted earller never lelt
him. However the respons-
ibilities of & wife and children
were Lthe main concern in his

life at this time. Clarence and

Dorothy Rognvaldson have
two daughters, Janet and
Nancy.

In 1956 a policy change took
place at Baxters and the plant
moved to Alliston.

At this lime Clarence with
the help of his family declded
to pursue his leng hoped for
dream of returning to school.
He finished his grade 13
which was an Ontario
University requlrement and
was accepted to MceMaster
Universily as a full-time dny
student.

His wile Dorothy was
behind him every step of the
way and went out to work at
Dills Printing and Publishing
Company o support the
family, Clarence stresses
that his educatlon was
definitely a family affair and
would not have becn possible
without the support of his wife
. and two daughters. “They all
shared the hardship without
complaint.”

While going  through
McMaster taking Arls and

Philosophy Clarence had no-

dreama ¢of becoming a
teacher. "1 wanled an
education to open doors to the
highest ievels in industry, I
had the technical experience
but 1 needed the Intellectual
~ gualifications.” It wasn't
. until his last year that
Clarence thought of teaching.

In September 1859, under
principal  Ted Hansen,

Clarence Rognvaldson began

teaching histery, and
geography al Acton high
school. HE feels thet during
his time In the geography
department he helped to build
" {t [rom n bare room to a busy
active centre,

In 1967, Clarence left the
geography department and
headed into Industrial Arts.

He stayed in the shop section -

at Acton High on Actlon
beulevard from 1967 until 1977
when he moved lo the new
high schoal on Cedar Road.
The Industrial Arts area is
onc of the hest-equipped
areas jn the new echool,

During his time at Acton
high Clarence has taught both
his daughters, "A teacher
should be able to teach any-
one, Sludents who want to
lcarn will learn from any
teacher.”

The Hognvaldson name (s
known in many more places
thon Acton. In 1830 when dep-
resslon hit and the fishing
irade was slow, Clarence’s
father, who did boat bullding
gnd repairs, also sulfered
economically.

The tragic fire in his shop

left him financially distressed-

and so he submilled an entry
in a spinning wheel design

com
ing

in-

tion. He look an exist-
ign and modified it to
make it more portable and
lightwelght. After winning
the competition his deaign
as put into practice when
the T. Ealon company
marketed it. The wheel was
advertised in the Eaton'’s cat-
alogue and orders were given
to Mr. Rognvaldson who
consiructed and shipped
them lo customers,
Clarence and his brothers
worked with their father on
the wheels which grew to be
very popitiar, When Mrs.
Rognval Clarence’s
mother, became ill the family

closed off the business In the

West and moved their parents
to Torotnto.

The spinning wheel was
known as the Manitoba wheel
because of its western origin
or the Icelandic wheel
because of the Icelardic
name Rogovaldson on the
bottom of each one. They
were requested even after the
family left Manitoba.

Mr. Rognvaldson made the

wheels in Ontario after his
wile died with the demand
rapidly growing. With two
wheels still on the bench part-
ially completed Mr. Rogn-
valdson died at the age of 90
in 1859.

Customers of the un-
completed wheels asked
Clarence {o finich them f[or
them. So under the condition
thel these were an exception
Clarence finished them.
Reguests from his wife and
daughters for wheels started
the trend growing and

Clarence conlinued to con-

struct them in his spare time.
With the business growing
and a teaching career to think
about Clarence discontinued
the spinning

his brother Gordon went back
into business and began tak-
ing orders for spinning
wheels, They further

muodified the wheel making it

lock more appealing and
practical.

Clarence says thalt the
spinning wheel market goes
in cycles, At the end of the
War for about 15 or 20 vears
there was pot the some int-
eresl and enthusiam for the
craft. After a period of time
people find they need some
kKind of craft involving the
hands. *"“Too much lelsure
time results In emotional and
nervous problems for some
people.” -

The recent trend towards
going back to the traditional
eralis for a sense of achleve-
ment 83 well as- enter-

tainment has boosted orders’

in the splnning wheel depart-

- ment. Clarence says he and

his brother can hardly keep
up with the orders.

A recent lefter from a
Rognvaldsen spinning’ wheel
fan sums up the Rognvaldson
wheel when it says “the
craftmanship in these wheels
represents the care and love
put in by the Rognvaldsons.
This makes them things ol
beauty and a joy forever.”

wheel business, .
About 1970, Clarence and

When azked about the

changeahﬂh:amninuu'

, Clarence feels many
mnﬁa have happened over
t 15 years and not all

for the good
"Itiﬂmnﬂ!dﬂﬂculttutﬂch
now and harder to fecel sal-
isflied as = teacher.” He feels
ihe change in student attitude
is directly . ble for
thia,

value education.”
He feels that students used

to wvalue education as a

“The students don't-

necessary tool to later suc-

cess bul now because of the
changes in our soclety, both
values and economically, this
altitude has changed.

Disipline also has changed
over the last 18 years. The
discipline for good workman-
ship and dolng whal they are
tnId by the studentu has van-
‘ished in meny cases. He {eels
students should do what they
are told not because the
teacher says, but because it
forms a part of their total
destiny.

Clarence feels the attitude
changes and problems in Lhe
school connot be blamed
entirely on the home or the
school. He feels the pressure
_of the lotal environment has
helped bring on a change.
“The home In the good old
days, as they are called, 1920
1940’s {5 nol the model home,
They had their problems just
as we do now, only now Lhere
are more pecple and con-
sequently more problems.

Clarence feels strongly that
some of the changes In our
society may be the root of
many problems.

He feels television has
caused a decay in the quality
of education, communication
and the abllity to commun-
icate.

“For many sludents Lhey
become passive blotting
paper for everything that
comes out of the ldiot box.”
Clarencestil] feels the book is
the best way of learning.

He feels Lhat people must
be sclective in what they
walch because Lhe abuse and
addition of this medin con
have harmful effects.

On the lighter side of things
Clarence has retlrement
. plans of travelling with his

wife both in and outslde
Canada,
couniries, Europe, Austria,
Switzerland, Germany,
. Greece apd the Mediterraean
Areas.

He hopes lo try a little fish-
Ing and hunting and work on
his spinning whee! business.

For Years Clarence
Rognalvaldson has made it
possible for students to learn
how to drive through the
driver training course and
hunt through (he hunier
aafety course. During his
retirement he will stay on as
instructor for both (these
courses.

Clarence and his wife are
locking forward to spending
some tme vislting their
daughlers who are both
married with children of their
own.

Everything rides better
on Fladlal-Matlc shocks. |

if In 60 days you don't agree four Radial-Matics give
you the best ride ever, Mnnma will replace them at no

charge with any
comparably priced
shocks.
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;. insulate homes for less than
-+, contractors then why

Bt of
=t Georgetown,

Local contractor critical of
Govt. insulation program

One Georgetown insulation
specinlist I3 not happy with
the federal government's
Ener-Con-Sulation :

Bill Patterson, proprietor
Palterson  Insulation,
8ay8
program is govermment in-
private enter-.
prise which can do the job of
better—and

per.

If the Government c¢an

don't

.~: they get into all businesses
+:i such as plumbing, heating
% .. and others, he asks. Ho feels
- the government is taking the

CLARENCE ROGNVALDSON is retiring this

June as h:%h school teacher. Friends will gather
ro

Thursday
well in his retirement.

Their eldest Janet, is
married to Robert Taylor and
they live at Elliott Lake with
two ~  daughters. Nancy
married Gerard Coquard,
and they live in Moniresl with
n son and a daughter.

Clarence says happily, that
he is looking forward to his
retirement and this Is one

reason why he took it one

year earlier. He has enjoyed

‘every minule at Acton High

and has no regreys about his
teaching’' career durlng the
past 19 years.

He has nothing but kind
words and warm feelings for
the staff of Acton High both
past and presenf.

Once again his yearning fo
learn from everyday life is
apparent when he says he has
lcarned something from
every student, teacher and

m 4 to 6 at the Legion to wish him

person he has dealt with, ''1t's
a hell of a poor day when 1|
don’t learn somelhing new."

Since the days of high
school when Cilarence
Rognvaldsen  wanted teo
pursue his education al
University, and through those
hard years when he worked to
do it until now when he pre-
pares 1o retire thal desire to
learn has never left him.

Clarence Rognvaldson has
helped many students not
only through practlcal teach-
ing and marking but through
example, It is his turn now to
enjoy life 1o the fullest and to
lake it easy doing the things
he wanis (o do.

A relirement reception will
be held at the Act on Legion
on Thursday, June 22,
Friends are invited to drap in
between 4 and 6 p.m.

M8 .. bread out

of contractors'

mouths with their offer of free
labor for insulation jobs.

“The free labor Isn't free,’”
he says, noting it bugs him
that he had to lay a man off in
o slack time while the help
hired by the gavernment pro-
gram relaxes in large
Brampton offices and still
gels paid.

This is still a [ree enter-

‘system, Mr. Patlerson

says and he belleves the
Government’s fumbling
aitempts to help the deprived
insulate oare costing tax-
payers far more than f
private enterprise did the job.

He says private enterprise
can insulate an attic about $40

Tax date
still stands

There will be no chapge In
penalties on farm taxes due
June 28, this year, rather than
July 30 as in previous yenrs,

Only Counclilors Russ
Miller, Pat Patterson, Roy
Booth and George Maltby
favored the {oregoing of

" penalties for the month of

July fer farmers listed under
the Farm . Reduclion
Program.

Paiterson had raised Lhe
question previously claiming
the {nrmer depentipd on the
July wheal crop to pay Lthe
bank for fertilizer and other
necessitics, He elaimed there
had been no notice of the
change.

Councillor Marilyn Ser-
jeantson made a mollon
exempting anyone who wants
to defer payment until July 30
be allowed to do se, without
the month's penalty. She
claimed everyone has (o
budget. This was defeated.

Clerk Administrator Ken
Richardson sald it would
require an nmendment to the
bylaw,
~ Councillor Peter Marks
pointed out the maximum i
would cost a farmer, who
borrowed for the month,
watlld be between $3 and $5.
le sald that would be for o
highly taxed farm, and pul

.

You've got all kinds of
places to go.

And MAZDA has all
kinds of ways to get
you there.

PRICED
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Acton, Ontario
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HAIDA l,Al.ll and SERVICE

:-': . '.-'-.-'-: a
""" et
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the mormal amount around

$1.50 Lo $2.

Councillor Walter Blehn
pointed out it would be less
even to pay the penulty for a
month.

Councilior Russ Miller
explained under the Farm
Reduction Program  a
bonafide farmer recelives a 50
per cent reduction in taxes.
He claimed there are over 800
farmers an this role.

Biehn said, "Can you
Imagine the commotion it
would cause to pass that
bylaw, when the people who
have already patd their taxes
lind out?"

The  clerk-administrator
asked how the ple would
know, and wondered {f each
taxpoyer would have lo be
notifled.

The motion lost and the Lax
date will stay at June 28, with
penalties alter the due date.
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Read
labels

above cost of insulation whilu

the governmenl's -
would take two men at least
10 hours each calculated at $6
an hour would cost $120 above

program Allention swimming
gwners— be sure you read the
instructions on poel chemical

containers. and follow them.

the cost of the insulatlon

Then there s the overhead
cost of knocking on door$ and
advertising by flyers.

The Government program
offers free labor for certain
peaple who qualify for insula-
tion. They must pay for the
cost of material.

He suggests the program
should be tendered as the
Provincial Governmen! does
if the {ree enlerprise system
is to be preserved.

The warning was issued
this week by Halton Region
Fire Prevention Commlitee,
after a container of calcium
hypochlerate became con-
iaminated and burst into
flames, causing extensive
damuage to a gorage where it
was housed, The 1 owmners
were nol aware of the caution
on the container label, which
warned the chemical may set
itself afire il contnminated.

CARPET CORNER

11 MAIN ST., NORTH-ACTON-—

® 853.3620 ©

Your headquarters in Halton Hills For:

% CARPETING * CUSHION FLOORING
% DRAPERIES x CERAMIC TILES
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SPRING &INTO 3

[JUNE

Nu&cafa 6 o0z. Jar

Save 50¢

INSTANT COFFEE °3.79

, RACEWAY

HARNESS RACING
Post Time

Thursday Evaning 8 p.m.
Sunday Afterncons 2 p.m,

Triactor & Exactar
Wagaring
Ak Conditioned
Chib House

Neastles Z1b. Tin Save 4{]‘

UUIK INGTANT CHOCOLATL $2 .29

140z, Tins

Aylmer

- Save 18°

FRUIT COCKTAIL 2/#79°

|

CQuench 23.5az, Canister Save 30*

FRUIT CRYSTALS *7.49

" Clerk’s 190z. Tin

PORK & BEANS

Save 26°

2/°1%

Aylmer 19 0z. Tins Save 30¢

TOMATOES  2/%79%

Crossa & Blackwetl 8oz, Tin Save 26¢
DATE &8 NUT or FRUIT & NUT

ROLL

Proctor & Gamble

IVORY uQuiD DETERGENT

-l

Facelle-Royale ZHniiPkg. Save 30°
ASSORTED COLOURS ¢

32 0z. Bottle

PAPER TOWELS
Save 28¢

*1.29

FREE YOGURT

176g Container with purchase of
each Bag or Jug of Miik

Grade ‘A’ Mediuﬁ'z
FARM FRESH

EGGS - 83"’

fresh os spnng

 PRODOCE

J

\\ ARRIVES DAILY AT THE LOWEST POSSIBLE PRICES

Grade ‘A’ Fresh

51bs. & Up

LARGE SIZE ROASTING

CHICKENS 95 ¢|b'

IDEAL FOR BARBECUE

'CHICKEN IN A BASKET 99"

Fresh Lean

MEDIUM
GROUND BEEF

Meaple Leaf

v. *1.29

Deven 11b. pkg.

sipegacon °7.49

tib. Pkg.

WIENERS

*1.19

4

Swanson

quitk 0 ensy

FROZEN FOOD3

8 oz. Pkaq.
CHICKEN or TURKEY

\_T.V. ENTRE

‘\

Savea 30°

59°

PRICES EFFECTIVE JUNE21, 22, 23, 24
WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO LIMIT QUANTITIES

SUPERMARKET

g Mill Street East » Acton

853-0650




