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- Tent caterpillar troublesome

By Wayne Roberts
Seils and Crops Branch
Outarle Minkstry of
Agricultvre snd Food
One of tirha most frequent
5 eeding insects
me {o the home
gardener is the Eastern tent
e - {Maelrcosoma

from defoliation and
formation of large unsightly
Iﬂk "tﬂﬂt‘!".

Favarite host- plants are
wild cherry and apple,
although tent ca

dltack o wide variety of
deciducus trees and shrubs
ined flowering :
crabapple, plum, peach,
birch, hawthorn, privet and
linden. When excessively
abundant, trees may be
completely defoliated.

Tent caterpillara gpend

-and those hatching

are Iald in large maases.

containing 300400 eggs per
cluster. The cluster usually

. forms & braod ‘band en-

circllng a small twig or
branch. The entire egg mass
i3 covered by a brownish
gluey  substance  which
tects the chister and holds
t io the (wig. Egg clusters
are often m%n ior
‘cocoons or galls on the twigs,
When the first buds open In
the spring, hatch and the
young larvae to feed on
expanding buds,

As larvae develop, they
feed voraclously - on  the
foliage. The larvae are socia)
gl : from ia
Bingle egg cluster remain
together to conatruct a silk
“tent” or “web". The lent {a
small Initlally but enlarges
gradually, asometimes to
nearly two feet in lengih,
Tenls are commonly found in

the croteh systems
main branches of a tree or
shrub,

The larves forage for food
during the warmer part of the
day and in the evening when
it i3 not too cald, They return
(o their tents when storms,
rain or hest lde un-
favorable tions for
feeding. Full grown larvas
are about two In
black with a light stripe down
ll'l;j hac? anduwu s?{deh;m and
white along . They
are covered with fine, noft,
yellowish hailrs, The larvas
malurs in June and wander
ofl individually from the tent
l0 & protected site where they
pupate In a loosely woven
COCOON.

The cocoon {a oval, white in
color, dusted with a yellowish
powder and held in place by a
few jrregular coarse threads.

three weeks, then the adulls
emerge. The adult moth
emerges between the |nat
week of June and first week in
July, the egga are lald soon
after. The moths are dull
wm, m;yrknd ::n

ront noarly
obligue whlu‘:g:ﬁnu and have
&t wing span of approximately
two inches. Only one
generation in produced each
year, The stage lasts
from July until the following

April

messes are readily
visible. on amall trees and
shrubs winter and can
be removed by hand pickl:cf
Or pruning and destroyed.
The collection of winter egg
masses |s ope of the easlest
control methods for the home
grower. When youmg latvae
start to form a tent, it may be
pulled or cut from the branch

the teat I8 located in the maln
crotch of the trree or on a
large branch, it is not possible
o remove the tent without
harming the tree. Tearing Lhe
tetit open in the early spring
while |t is still small

the Jarvae 1o the dangers of
cold nights or ralns,

Prevention

Usually, it is not peceasary
to spray large shade treea in
the home garden. Large trees
can tolerate conalderable
insect feeding without severe
damage to the trees’ vigor. It
defoliation oceuras in sue-

cesdive years, the tree may
be waniened

. When
spraylng e trees, the
work ahmﬂl:lrie done by &
licensed pest control operator
or by 2 tree maintenance

service. Young shade trees,

upt to seven meters high,

may be effectively sprayed

using a hose-end spraver.

When using any chemical

insecticide, avoid inhelation

of spray drift or contact with
or &yes,

1f tent caterpillar numbers
warrant spraying, apply one
of the commonly availahle
rden insecticides when
rvae stert feeding in May.
Some chemicala reglstered
for garden use include car-

baryl, dlazinon, endosulfan
and methoxychlor,

Once a tree has been

'[:Iefnli.amid;lm hyl.he extensive
eeding R tree may
refollate. New leaves can be
produced from buds destined
o  produce follage the
following year or existing
shools may continue (o
produce foliage.

winler in the egg stage. Eggs The pupal period lasts abogt
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and destroyed, Sometimes, if

INVESTMENTY PROPERTIEB
Imagination and forethought could lsunch you nto a hew
¢aresr in your own business and we have sn sxcelient location
§| foryoutoopsnyour doors. 4 units, 700 sq. f1. In sach, situstad
in the town ol Caledon, right on tha msin street. % nacre
commaercislly zoned property, :

TEENAGE FAMILY?
Spacious, 4 bedroom home features lzrge pub style rec room, :
complate with pool table, Move-in condition. Asking price
- 881,900 Includes 4 eppliences, drapes, broadloom Thru-out,
per 9BQ. Conveniant Brampton location.
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4 Bedrooms, family room, fireplace, Hollywood |
kitchen, % acre lot at Homby, $89,900. !

IDEAL BYARTER HOME
On a baautiful 1/5 acre trend lot In Brampton. Ciose to schools,
tranzporiation and shopping. Just listed 8t ONLY 49 500.
10% down to qua hfed purchassr,

being your own landlord, This detachod 2 storay home i 8n
kissl beginning, Containe 3 badrooms, workshop plus solid
brick constructian & fenced yard. If financing advica required 1

will ba happy to help you.

WHY PAY MORE
For a new home. Plctured above is one of eight diffarent
models listed from #53,800. Most heve 2% baths, 2 car
garsges, all have femiy rooms with ficeptace. Buider will taka
* conditional offer on the sate of your home.

48 Acres and 3 Bedroom rafinished homa, 5 acre
separation avaflable. Asking $128,000.

COUNTRY ESTATE -
Only minutss from downtown, festurag targe famiy room with
fireplace, Walkout 1o sundeck. Located on troed scre gt
VENDOR ANXIQUSI Asking $84,900. |

. MODERN BUNGALOW
On 7.3 acres of rolling land. Faaturing large family
room, huge kitchen, separate dining room, 3 good
size bedrooms, plus a bam & fruit trees, Listed at
885,500, HURRY, at this price it won't last. Sonry
photo unavailable.

CIAL
Pesl Village backsplt, country aquire model. 4 badrooms, 2
fireplaces, 2-car garsge. rec room with bar, ground floor famity
room. Excefient condftion, Asking 453,500,

3 Bedroom bungalow on % acre north of Acton,
featuring fireplace in fiving room and finished rec
room. 861,300, -

MILTON 8788101 TORONTO LINE 8269218 _

For contidentiat avaluation uﬂtﬁuut obligation,
205 Main St. E. Miltion

REALTOR
4573110

(Collagy)

fOR FURTHER INFORMATION CALL:
TERRY BONIFACE 791.0207
DOROTHY LAMD 877-7308
PAT TUCKER B28-3485

Darzh Lewrance, 5785643
Duncan Archibald, BT8-1720

“Tarry Sanderson, 1-244-4148
Open: B108:30 Mon. toFri, Sat5105

ED ALLAN 877-7321
MILLLE BISHOP B26-5401
ROGER fivARD 457.7804
MAUREDY 36 rOWNING 8773616




