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In favor, say “eh’

Canadians are a nice bunch, eh?

Sure we are, and the “eh” proves
it.

A Sociologist, Marian Johnson of
the University of Western Ontaric
told a seminar of Canadian anthro-
pologists and sociologists that “'eh”
expresses a willingness to ac-
commodate others. It makes owr
conversation friendlier and folksy
and reflects the Canadian
character,

“Eh"” is common only in
Canadian speech patterns.

“People who use “eh" a lot don’t
like to be aggressive or impose

themselves on others and I think
that with the Canadian

" character,” said Ms, Johnson.

In adding ‘"eh” to an order, such
as '""Wash the dishes, eh” the
speaker gives the listener an op-
portunity to respond either way
and reduces the chance of con-
frontation, she said.

She added that there are several
gituations, particularly official
functions, in which producing an
element of doubt as expressed by
“‘eh” would be advisable.

“I now pronounce you man and

_wife . . .eh?"

Solutions . . . soon

The importance of the postal
service in Canada as a com-
munications link should never be
minimized. 1t is vital to every level
of business and to most citizens

with our unions. Others feel that we
should be lenient and give in, in
order to achieve peace at any
cost. . . .Nothing is achieved by
extremes, Dealing with human
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10 years ago

Taken from the Issue of the Free Press
of Wednesday, May 29, 1963

m‘Iﬂ'{lu {.'l;nlmber ?I Commerce shot at

mercial experiment, 8 mall pro 1
fell to the ground with a gentle tht?d Tg:mu:u
day ni%ht at a special public meeting in the
councll chambers. But the council’s second
arrow in the bow, & recommendation to
council for more off-street puarking, hit the
bull’s eye and received the full support of
Bilngei;ﬂ 312 h;:lres-ent.

: el J. Bennett will be ordsined
into the priesthood ot the Cathedral of
Christ the King, Hamilton, this Saturday
moming, June 1.

Rates for township resldents using water -
from the Acton system will be double the
comblned sewer and water rates paid by
residents of town, council decided Tuesday

night,

. 20 years ago

Taken from the Issue of the Free Press
of Thursday, June 12, 1558

Bruce Andrews, 16-year-old lrack and
field star from Acton leaves Monday, June
18, [or the British Empire Games In
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, where he will
compete in the one mile event, Bruce, who
ptarted running In 1955 in Acton with the
YMCA entered his lirst Jong race in 1956
when he ran in the three mile road race in

individually as the link of friend- problems requires a lot of under- &%

ship or business communication. o Milton and placed 33rd out of ap-
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When there is a disruption in

service two things in particular
happen. First, business seeks an
alternative, and second, citizens
generally develop a strong
animosity to those who they can
best determine to be the cause of
the disruptic\.

MP Frank Philbrook, following
an incident in one of the.Ottawa
area postal terminals, told the post-
master general in the House of
Commons ‘“‘the Canadian people
have just about had enough. They
are fed up with this kind of
irresponsible behavior”’,

We applaud that kind of straight
talk. We cannot attribute the blame
for these recurring “incidents”
that slow our mails or impede
anticipated communication. Pre-

sumably there are problems with

management and there are
problems with workers.

The incident that was the centre
of al! the distress at Ottawa was the
wearing of a disparaging button by
the workers, aimed at manage-
ment. Management ordered the
buttons removed or the workers to
leave their work. Some did remove
the buttons and stay, some left the
buttons on and left work. Certainly
the incident could be termed petty
and even childish.

Frank Philbrook summed it up
when he said in the House: “‘People
in my riding . . .are puzzled about
ail this, as, I think, the rest of us
are. They are frustrated because
we do not seem to have an answer.
After all, we have been at this for
several yeéars, They are angry and
demanding some kind of action, a
resolution of this problem and, of
course, they look to the federal
government for the answers''.

Postmaster
Lamontagne expressed the com-
plexity -of the problem: "“Some
people have a tendency to think
that we should be ruthless and
more intransigent in our dealings

General J. Gilles

toward the Canadian heople who
are entitled to an. efficient and
reliable postal service.”

We can accept the complexity of
finding the middle ground which
would ultimately provide the kind
of postal service Canadians keep
hoping might return,

In the meantime alternatives will
be sought and the postal system
will suffer further. United Parce!
Service is already in hearings
before the Ontario Highway

Transport Board, seeking rights to

provide an expanded package

delivery service in ail of the

province south of a line running
east and west through the northern
boundary of Kenora, The solicitor
for UPS lold the Board, “There can
be no question that if UPS is
licenced, it will be in direct com-
petition with the service offered to
glE tpeuple of Ontario by Canada
ost.”

The UPS proposal is to offer next-
day package delivery service over
wide areas of the province, and
delivery to the most remote areas
will require no more than three
budiness days.

That is an appealing propoesal
and it will cost something to im-
plen}ent and expand. With such a
service, if it is approved, many
busines&es will utilize it because of
its dependability and Canada Post
will diminish if the flow declines.

And who wins on this merry-go-

round?

Clearly patience with- “‘in-
cidents'’ and interruptions is close
to exhaustion. Frank Philbrook
sensed it when he told the House, '
believe Canadians are reasonable
people. They want to treat
everyone well, including these

- inside postal workers, But they

want these issues resolved
soon . . It is an essential gservice

and the public wants some an-
swers'’,

-Of this and that

Faceit ., .repairs must be made
at the town hall, where brickwork
is loose, |

The former village of Crystal
Beach wants a divorce from Fort
Erie, One of the two Crystal Beach
representatives on the eight-
member Fort Erie council says he
intends to ask Premier Bill Davis
to give them back their old mun-
icipal status. Lotsa Luck.

» L L

A note with a subseription
renewal from Sudbury comments:
“Enjoy getting the paper though
the people I once knew are thinning
out. Enjoy George’s articles on the
town hall. Keepit Acton! I'm proud
of my home town.”

* . .

The years marks the §0th an-
niversary of the Canadian National
Institute for the Blind. Today, the
CNIB provides services for more

than 30,000 blind Canadians of all
ages and in all walks of life, Sup-
port the CNIB campaign for funds
rqui under way in Acton and dis-
rict.

& L] L

Does anyone have any old pic-

tures of events which took place in

the town hall? There weren't many
flash pictures taken in the days of
concerts there, and we have very
:;.erw on file. Pictures loaned to the
ee Press are rephotogra
and returned. We would Iikm
have more pictures to go with the
new series of Town Hall Tales.

A sign outside a little town reads
‘“Please drive carefully, Our child-

ren might be disobeying us.”

L i »

Senior Citizens week begins June

18.

L ] L »

LEGION AND IODE MEMBERS took part in Decoration
Hafy at Fairview Cemetery Sunday. Legion members came
in full uniform, Both grgi.clips lant flowers at the gravesides of

members who have di

ther private citizens also came

and paid tribute to loved ones, trimming grass, planting

flowers and laying wreaths,
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Sugar and spice

Some of the most refreshing thoughts
about education I've read in many a day
are contained in a recent article In the
Toronto Star by W. E, Franke, principal of
:i new private senior high school tn Hog-

own.

As he points out, our educational system

today consists of people blaming other:

people for the slipping standards of educa-
tion. The universities polnt the dirty finger
at the high schools, the high schools at the
elementary schools, the elementary
schools at the parents. Only the ppor
bewildered parents don’t have anyone to
point at. All they know is that thelr
educational tax bill goes up every year and
thefr kids don't seem to be learnin® nuthin.

Mr. Franke would launch n holy war
against the present sludgy system, “‘a war
that must be fought for our intellectual,
spirttual, and economic survival.”

He would make French, English, and
mathematics  compulsory  subjects,
Grammar would be an integral part of any
language course. The compulsory French

‘would not be for the political reasons now

attributed to its study but because we
cannot be called “educated’ without the
knowledge of a foreign languege.

' Haw right heis. I can well remember the
days when high schools offered Latin,
French, German, Spanish. Today, Latin
has almost disappeared, French and
German are hanging on by thelr toenails,
ond it I8 a very rare school thot offers
Spanish.

And what does that say about our
teachers? I'd be greatly surprised If more
than 10 per cent of the teachers in Canada
know more than one languoge.

The man wants a powerful stimulation in

~ Lhe arts from the federal government. He

says: “the soul is undernourished In our
schools, and the emotions are not ad-
dressed.” He's not far off.

For too many years there has been the
attltude ihat only a talented few have an
ability for the arts, Any good teacher of
drama, music, dance, and fine arts knows
thiz is & lol of hogwash. There can be a
spark of artistic fire in Lhe most unlikely

~ lump of a kid.

He'd push this further and have every
province establish schools for the artislic
¢lite, as they do now for slow learners. The
system has swung o the extent that it 1s
now the brightest and best whe. are neglec-
ted, who wither on the vine in frustration
and boredom.

Mr. Franke would like to see o return .

from medlocrity, which Is now the stan-
dard, back to the excellence which It ance
WhS.

But his article is not all just ple in the
sky, an ailry-fairy repetition of what most
progresaive educatores have been saying.
He has some practical suggestions,

One of them Is to cut the provinclal
governing apparatus in hall, As he points
out, a move of the government, in Ontarlp
at least, “merely shifted Its top civil
servanis Into the newly-created posiitons
of directors and superintendents. Thelr
enormous salaries now come out of the
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pocket of the local home-owners.” That
argument has a hole In it, but he’s on the
right track.

He claims that “‘a 75 per cent reduction
In administrative jobs would not make the

slightest dent In the ‘quality’ of educa-

tion."” And he adds that the wall-to-wall,
alr-conditioned palaces of these adminis.
trators should be rented out to somebody
Ei]l:?y can afford them. Right on, Franke,

He suggests that boards of education are

little more than a nuisance, that they have
grown into small empires, that “schools
should be run by schools, not by a bam-
bastic outside apparatus.’ I'll buy that,
There's so much paperwork involved that
teachers will often give up on a good and
valid project rather than wade through it.

He Lhinks teachera and principals should
be carefully examined before they are
hired, and should be ruthlessly fired when
they don't do &an excellent job. Fair
enough. Indusiry does it. Most teachers
and principals give it thelr best shot, but
they might give a llitle more if they were
less secure.

Mr. Franke would ellminate facultles of
cducation. He says the universities should
be the judges of those who have mastered
thelr subject. [ don't agree there. Univer-
silies are for too impersonal to know a
brilllont acedemic who would moake a
lousy teacher, from a leas-brilliant type
who would make a fine one.
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But he has a good idea for training
teachers. After doing away with teachers’
colleges, he would select young teachers
from among the best university graduales,
put them in a school on nominal pay for a
year, with half a teaching load. This would
be an excellent (ralning for the aspiring
leachers, wouldn't cost a foriune, and
wowld provide jobs.

He f{eels the same about training
students for speclfic industrial jobs. He
thinks industry should train {ts own people
as they do in Europe. Again, I must agree.
A first-rate apprenticeship system would
give Cangdn the large pool of skilled
workers' we don’t have now, one of the
foctors that keeps us in the role of hewers
of wood and drawers of water.

He'd like to make it o privilege to go to -

school, not a duty. He doesn'l say what
he'd do with all the thousands who don't
want to go. :

The man Isn't the only one erving In the
wliderness for an improvement in our
sludgy, apathetic, bureaucratic educa-
tlonal system. But he says it trenchantly,
and 1 hope he goes on yelling.

L " L]
Two boys were walking home
from Sunday School after a lesson

. about Satan, and one said, “What

do you think about all this devil

‘stuff?"” His friend said, “Well, you

know how Santa Claus turned out.
It's probably just your dad!”’
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Writer is concerned

I am a long time resldent and farmer of
(Esquesing) Ward 2, Halton Hills and am
very concerned and distrubed by the atl-
titudes of some members of Halton Hills
Ceuncll.

After reading the discussion of Councll
concerning roads (Ward2), I heartily agree
with the Mayor in his statement saying the
roads are a disgrace and they most cer-
tainly have deleriorated in the past five
years (relgn of Reglonal Government).

One Councillor stated, “How could you
remember the condition of the roads five
years ago?"" How could you forget! Anyone
who has to travel the roads as we do instead
of on paved or hard topped as the coun-
clllors and WPMntinn doin Wards 1, 3, and
4, you couldn't forget. 1 personally toured
{he roads in Ward 2 Esquesing iately and
their condition is terrible.

I niso have a complaint concerning the
efticiency of our men who work on roads. |
saw four men, three trucks and a Hi-Ho
working to lower a culvert in a road; if a
manufacturer or a farmer operaled in this
manner they wmfj,d'hu broke; I malntaln if
the money and Iabour were administered
wisely Woard 2 could -have hard to
ropds, Surely we deserve the same quality
of roads as the remainder of Halton Hlills,

My second concern s the rlse in
municipal taxes since the formation of
Regional Government. The taxes on a farm

Including house and barn, ete. have almoat

doubled, also the taxes on a house on a
separated lot have increased by 100 per

cent in the last five years In Ward 2.

t cannot speak for Wards 1, 3 or 4, bul
surely even with rislng costs this increase
must be due to poor management or by
ideas whether practical or not. We cer-
lainly do not have any Improvements in
Ward 2 to cause the tax rise.

I disagree with percentage of our tax
dollar set aside for recreation. I would also
like to see o different type of financial
statement issued, a more explicit and
itemized account, to enable the average
taxpayer to understand what his taxes were
being used for. I also feel Lhat it is toe much
to ask for 75 per cent of the taxes be paid in
the first six months,

Garbage disposal is another concern of
mine. I would itke lo suggest a thorough
Invesligation into a large Inclnerator
(furnace) such as is in operation in Port
Colberne,

This, I feel, would eliminale potlution of
¢recks and dumplng gorbage on the
roadslde. People create garbage and we
must be realistic and dispese of it the best
practical way.

Reglonal government has not proven to
be a successful or reallstle venture as yet.
it certainly is an excellent opportunity to
bulld bureaucratlc empires and spend
money. Reglonal Government was tried in
Halten and Wentworth Counties 177 years
ago and proved unsuccessful.

HRalph Denny,
R.R.2
Acton

“on a trip

S U R . . ;
AR ol o VG AT finlsh fourth among the 14 district cub

packs competing in the Third North Halton
District Cubaree Jast Saturday afternoon in
Georgetown park.

Ken Hulford, proprietor of the Acton
Bowling Lanes, attended the annual con-
veotion of the Bowling Proprietors of
Ontarie held in Homilton recently. During
the three day business session the future
growlh and support of junior bowling in
‘Onlarie was discussed,

On Wednesday morning of this week, -
Corporal Ray Mason of the OPP detach-
ment in Acton had a call from an alarmed
cltizen in the Lakeview subdivision who
reporled a large snapping turtle at her back
doar. Corporal Mason arrived at the scene
and eventually captured a 30 pounder with
his revolver and a shovel.

50 years ago

Taken lrom the Issue of Lhe Free Press
of Thursday, June 7, 1928
~ Scout news: The boys are showing keen
interest in the aclivities of the Troop and
are attending in Jarge numbers, Last night
two brothers, James and Jack McGeachie,
passed successfully the Tenderfool tests,

Work hasg been commenced and the brick
and materiel {s nowon the ground for a new.
addition of considerable size to the plant of
Beardmore Co. in Aclon. A new dry loft and -
storage room is being erected over the
rolling room. With splendid periodic
regularity the plants of Beardmore & Co.
and the Acton Tanning Co. build additions
and increase the output of their plants here
to care for the ever increasing demands for
their produets.

Mrs, F.J. Salt and babe lelt on Thursday
o her home In England. They
salled from Montreal on Fridny morning on
the “Letitia’ and will spend the summer in
the former home and visiting [riends in the
Old Land.

100 years ago

Taken from the issue of the Free Press
of Thursday June 8, 1878

Acton has always had the reputation of
being a qulet and peaceable Village, but s
has occastonally Eﬁen the scene of some
scroundrel’s little game. The first robbery
which has taken piace here for some time
past took place sometime during Monday
night or Tuesday morning. 1t took place at
Mr. Hurst's "Hegent Hall" snd we must
say that it was a rather poor reception to
give a new and enterprising businessman
who has only been in our VHlage a litile
aver a montl, i

The Halton checker players scooped the
Guelph players in Georgetown on Tu
evening. Only nilne played on each side.

Mr. Adam Winlow, who went to Manitoba
a few wecks ago with a party of young men,
has returned 1o Acton, Not being able to
ﬁeru-:urc any work there, he thought it would

best to return home. He says no one

should go there with less than $1,000. Some
of the other men are expected home
shortly. Monthly Fair today.

There |s some talk of having our strecls
watered every day, to lay the dust,
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