Business area opposed to plaza at No. 7, Churchill

'I‘heilﬂunhtuimmn
munily is opposed to the

e A et
Y7an

mhﬂlﬂd
at this time.

Henry Stachyra, chalrman
of ihe Acton Business
Improvement Area board of
Directors, outlined the views
of the business e ima
brief to Halton
board Wednesdsy night, and
asked that there be no more
commercial until
present commercial land is
fully utllized.

The Information will be
subrnitted to the planner to be
included in” his report Lo
planning board concerning
the commerclal develop-
ment.

Mr. Stachyra resd the
following presentation:

Proposed Plaza at Churchiil
Road and Highway 7
*“This brief is a joint effort

of the six membera of the
Board of Management, and 1
submit that it accuralely
ts the view of the
entire Acton  Business
Community. Our aim Is the
revitalization and develop-
ment of the central core of
ﬂamd:; Our ultltm:{le IE::E th?
- entofa
and uumm business com-
munity In Acton &8 a whole;
we realize that eventually a
commercial  development
outside of the central core
will be desirable and indeed
necegsary. It is our con-
{ention, however, that this
situation has not yet arrived,
nor is it Ilkely to present itsell
in the near future.
“Previcus studies indicate
that the population growth in
Acton will not warrant
commercial expansion on the
outskirts at least untii 1988, 1
refer to the “'Official Plan of

the Acton Planning Area” by

Project Planning Mml.ltﬁ
Ltd. of 1965 Thia
{oresees the popl.tl.llian ol
8,100 by 1984, and it recom-
mexis that the area east of
Churchill Road ba ted
as ‘‘Commercial i
ond be used for mch
utahllalu:imtu th:hfn
::Emde.n n velling

lie, l.e. motels, service
stations, ete.

*“In 1969 the same flrm pre-
pared the Co Plan for
the Town of Acton on the
subject of the long range
development concepl. It
states: "Aasuming &
rate of 5/ per year {or the
next 10 years, which Is quite
high, the town wlll reach only
some 7,500 by 1979.
The does not suggest
that new urban dﬂeﬁfmmt
should be spresd into
at once. Instead it should be
gulded in accordance with a

carefilly designed staging

L}

“It may ‘be argued that
these studies are outdated.

However, thelr estimales of

tion have
proven to be quite actourate,
and it follows that their other
recommendations be taken
seriously.

“The most recent and up-
to-date study (which was
commissioned by us and

by Anthrogram Ltd.
in July, 1977) provides a
detailed analysis of Acton's
commercial potertial and
makea recommendations
regarding fulure develop-
ment. Excerpts from this
study have been provided for
your perusal. On the basis of
theoretical requirements and
on Compariscn of six other
communities, it Is evident
that Acton now has sufficient
commercial space to serve
the community adequately,
This study also recommends

provement of the presen
rntall I.’nmlltiﬂ and ad;s_.-.;
ment of the retall mix to
improve some setvices and

_ provide those which are not

now available. It further
speaka of population growth
by only 800 pmpla up to
lm:ﬁimmnﬁaﬁsmﬂ -
envislon Cars,
but it Is followed h}'l;gciuuun
that the commercial ex-
ﬂml-:m on the ocutakirts not

lited untii sufficient
midmti.nl growth has been
accomplished. “I would like
to assure this committes and
the Council that we of the BIA
have every Intention to
rectify the deficiencies in our
retatl facilities which may
now exist This alfliude is
evident from the work which

.we have done in one short

year of our existence, **Qur

promotion and beautiﬂtauun
schemes are well under way.
Many inside store

t renovationshavetaken place,
uml at this very moment,
store front renovations
coordinated decor ars
being undertaken. Also, lhe
[yt o e Dik
now It
will provide five new stores.
We welcome this kind of
dev ent in the Acton
Cen Business District. It
gshould also be pointed out
that there s p.lmt:,r of com-
mercially zoned and conmr
mercial  bolding land still
avallable within this area, [t
s our contention that this
area should be well developed
before nny commercial
growih on the outskirts be
permitted.

""We therefore ask that this
committee recommend Lo the
councll that npo further
commercial zoning be per-
mitted untll presently roned
commmercial space has been
fully utilized,
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;! Mayor raps rural roads
! councillors rap mayor

incipal Wallace Watkins

to know his new post,

the annuuncement of his transfer

from Burlington just came last week.

Waliace Watkins
is new principal

Wallace G. Watkins has
been named princi of
Acton high school effective

ber 1. He replaces
Dean Fink, who has been
promaoted (o the position of
area superintendent for Oak-
ville,

Mr. Watkins hazs had 21
years experience in
education. He has taught In
England (Dover and Man-
chester), Dunnville District
High School, Burlington
Central High School and Lord
Elgin High School,

Since 1974 he has been a
viceprinclpal at M. M.
Robinson  High  School,
Burlington.

Mr. Watkins holds a B.A.
Honors in English
Literature from Lelcester
University and a Diploma of
Education from Birmingham
Universily. He ia a well-

WIDE VIEW OF the

known and articulate speaker
st many workshops and
conferences throughout
Ontario.

Part of the new principal’s
philosophy of education s
embodied in what he has
coined ‘'a structured
multipliticy”. By this he
means that education £
to meet the Incredible
diversity of human needs by
providing in school program
a carefully structured
diveraity of concept and
teaching mechanism. For
him a school must stand (or
academic excellence and,
academic excellence s
structure,

He & married and the
father of three children. Mr.
Watkins realdes in
Burlington. His hobbles are
judo, farming and mlling
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expanded water treatment plant which
ned here last Wednesday. The plant, at the south end of
urchill Road South, was opened y Gntariu Environment

" town staff for the
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graceful'" condition of some
rural roads, Mayor Tom Hill
found himsel! under attack
fram Halton Hills works com-
mittee at last Tuesday's
meeting.

Hill told committee he had
recently driven the Eighth
Line between 20 and 25 Side-
roads and described the
road’s condition & *“bloody

After tearing a atrip

disgrace.”’

He sald if he was residtm
on the road he wouldn't pa
cne ‘‘copper” of taxes Lhis
year.

Hill said the weather has
been (ine lately so the poor
condition rural roads are now
in¢can't be blamed on thawing
frost or anything else,

He sald he was forced to
agree with uesing Coun-
ciller Pat Patterson who says

rural roads were in much
belter shape before 1974,
when Hallon Hills was h-nrn

Chalrman Pat McKenzie
sald he was “'sick” of people
talking about pre-Halton Hilla
doys and saying things were
belter. He wondered how

anyone could remember what
shape n road was [n{ive years
age.

He admitted some roads
are in bad shape, with Hill

.Board wants parents &

paying for vandalism

Halton Board of Education
would llke to be able lo force
parenis lo pay for the vandal-
ism ca by their children.

Thursday, trustees voted to
support a resclution fromn the
Kent County Board nf
Education calling for pro
incial legislation choange tu
force parents to be respons-
jhle for thelr children's
vandalism.

The Kent resolution noted
vandallsm {8 a costly and
growing problem for school
:}uardﬂ throughout the prov-
nee.

“It would appear that there
is no lability on parents for
dameged by juveniles even
though apprehended and

Special
section

Check today's pa
speclal insert from

for a
e Halton

Hilla recreation department,

detalling different courges)
evernts and activities
avallable to Actonlans this
summer. Be sure to keep your
copy for future reference.

lf'l “ll:_
4. hiﬁm

'I
1 .4

'l-'- i"-l ““1“
, e ~’|' 3 t

L ]
& "'.1--
; 3}-. (Tt s b

proven gullly,: unless one s
able to prove that the parents
were negligent and knew or
ocught {0 have known that Lhe
children were likely to cause
or create the damage,' the
Kent resolution states,

The Kent board asked other
boards to support thelr plea to
the Ontario Solicitor
General's office for legis-
latlon ‘'to permit the

nsibility for the acts of
children (o0 reat with
parents’.

Trustee
for Halton

Actlon-Esquesin
Bert Hinton call

. to support Kent staling that

parents should be responsible

for the acts of thelr children.

Hinton predicted o
legislation change would
likely reduce vandalism.

Superintendent of Business
and Finance, Bruce Lindley
satd the board can't legally
force any parents to pay for
their child’s vandallsm but
nine times out of 10 the

{Continucd on Page 2)

Boy’s leqg broken
In car-bike crash

A Storey Drive youth i3
resting in satisfactory con-
ditfon at Guelph General
Hospital after the bike he was
riding and a car collided on
Churchlli Road North near
Peel Sireet Monday evening.

Hh:luel Ruasianl, of 24
Storey Dr., suffered & break
to his left lhigh bone. He also
suffered a e nut to the

back of his hea cm'dlncﬁ to
hospital authorities
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Minister George Mc{:ague* The
plant, which cost just less than $1-
of the Halton Re onal works department tour.

Michael is 14 years old,

Both Michael and the car
driven by Richard Near, of
Churchill Road North, were
southbound when the mishap
occurred.

Halton Regional Police
estimate damage to the Near
;:gg at $23 and to the bike at

E;eel Reglonal Ambulance
took Michael to Guelph
Heapital.

= milllon dollar ad
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on, was the high point.

interjecling “bloody right,"
but didn't think thty]:vﬂrgha ny
betier under E‘aﬁutsing

McKenzie said the logwn
works staff is getting roads in
shape o3 q;;i::tly as dme and
the town budget will allow,
and municlpal Emplnyees
can't be "everywhere and
control everything, including
the weather."

“The town siaff is doing a
conmendable job on the
roads," McKenzle declared.

HLI said stalf could at least

l;graﬂeu on the road so the

g bumps are and
e can drive them once
nga n. He said on some roads
work has been done but on
othera nothing has been done.

Counciilor Peter Pomeroy
said the mayor should talk to
staff and ask themn when work
will be done Iinstead of
eriticizing staff publicly.

Pomeroy sugges the
mayor might have found out
the roads he is concerned
about will be worked on
within a few days. He sald
stalf should be given a chance
to comment before the mayor
tears a strip off them.

Hil countered the stafl
should know what shape the
roads are In and he wasn't

looking far explanations. He
wanted aclion.

McKenzle sald he couldn’t
approve of anyone, even the
mayor, making “'stalements
like that" when Lhey haven't
even checked with the staff.
His comment was made as
Hill Ieft the councll chambers
to 'attend flnance-adminiz-
tration committee,

Engineer Robert Austin
2aid one reason the Eighth
Line hadn't been graded was
because part of it i to be
paved.

Councilior Mike Armstrong
loked the town better grade
the paved portion of the road.

"In our view, the
:ummmlaldﬂﬂapm
Acton East would be E;
mature and against the
interest of the Acton Central
Business District AND the
community as & whole."”

Mr. Stachyra also sub-
:miued some of the
Anthrogram study of the
downtown business com-
munily which shows the retall
floor splt:ﬂ within dovntown
Acton Is adequate If not
somewhat excesalve for the

‘current population.

“Were Acton & reglonal
centre and not so heavily
influenced by Guelph, Oak-
ville, Peel and Toronto

i

'markets, a relatively high

ration of retall space per
capita would be justified,”
the states. *"However,
the roie of downtown Acton is
now that of a community
facility and as such the down-
town business community is

brought

best served by Ilmproving

present mmplement of lturE:l
and adjusting the current
retall mix, rather than ex-
panding the retail area as a
whole. Accepting that Acton
was projected to grow by only
800 people between 1978 and
1981, this situation will not
likely chma[wt;lil;m ttlﬂyﬂ“
year scope o | . In
view of the above, it Is
suggeated, . .to  limit the
opportunily for commercial
expansion and to consolidate
commercial development
onto the principal com-
mercial atresis,

The relatively low com-
mercial area per capita for
Oakville and Newmarket is
likely indicative of the rapid
growth that these com-
munities have experienced
As in other growing com-
munitles, notably in those
that serve a dormitory role,
population increases have

shopping centre

a
rmrientaﬂmnisbopp!ng
subtrben malls eor
facllities close to the work

Although Acton is not
;ﬂﬂﬁhw

"growth to 1981, the

five years will likely see moce
rapid ent in the
eastern sections of the
commurnity, contributing
approxima 7,000 perscns
to the tion. Accom-
panying such growth will be-
E centre  develop-
ment, projected at this time
lu be approximately 40,000
feet in  lotal
Rem%nizlnztﬂ{ the current
cﬂm&emm retnllrgtﬂr

wntown and the ch

-of such a facility upon the

local market, it is suggested
that the new facllity now be
allowed {0 exceed the size
currently projected and that
it not be constructed until the
new resiential de ent is
nearing completion.

THE MUG WAS OFFICIALLY opened last Wednesday by Bill and
Pauline Leslie while Mark Beaton looked on. Certificates nf appreciation
were presented to those who helped See page B10.

Need more volunteers
for Meals on Wheels

A meellng is being held at
the Communlly Services
centre tonlght (Wednesday,
May 31) toset up the Meals on

program for the
summer. There were four
cancellations last week from
drivers and runners, and
more volunteers are urgently
needed.

Reliable Taxi, which has
picked up the meals at Halton
Manor at no charge, will not
be doing the trips to Milton
during he summer. Don
Grein had volunteered to add
the job of bringing the meals
to the regular job of taking
Aclon children to Tinkerbell
Nursery each week day.
However, Tinkerbell EIDEE'-‘I
{or this summer.

Organizer Terry Grubbe

$ million price tag

deeply appreciates the work
of the volunteers and isn't at
all dismayed some are
leaving. It's been & long, hard
winter, sghe gaid. “And
they've done their bit.”

However, they must be
replaced.

sShe had a couple of spare
names of teachers who would
help, but these names have
been misplaced in the moving
of her office and recon-
siruction the last two weeks.
She would love to hear from
those leachers again.

Perhaps other teachers too
would consider helping with
Mesls on Wheels during their
holldays, she thinks.

Mrs. Grubbe stresses that
volunteers do not all need lo
have a car and drive,

Each car must also have s
runner—the person who takes
the meals into the recipient.’

A person may volunteer for
as little as one day a month,
or as often as a couple nl‘
limes a week.

A minimum of 10 people a
week i3 needed.

Lately a routine has been
devised which sees the same
teams ouf the first and third
weeks of the month,

The number of meals has
just gone up again and the
maximum can be 15 a day.

The meals are ready for
pickup at the Manor any time
after 11.15 a.m. and can be
delivered from the Y any
{ime belween 12 and 1.

The program has been very
guccessiul,

g Se wage plant addition
formally opened Wed.

Gulti the ribbon, un-
vei]inn @ plaque nnd han-
ding over keys all symbolized
the formal o of the
tion to
Acton's sewage treatment
plant last Wedneaday.

The Honourable George R.
McCague, Minister of the En-
vironment, did the honors at
the opening asaisted by
Halton Hills mayor Tom Hili,
reglon chairman Ric Momow
and Jack Raftis, chairman of
tha public works commiltee,

Ernle Qunpuu of general
contractor Varamae Con-
structlon Co. Lid., Toronto,
presented the keys to R. V.
Anderson of R. V. Anderson
Associated Ltd., Toronto, who
in turn gave them to region
chairman Ric Morrow.

Also spea to the group
assembled in the bright sun-

shine were MPP Jultan Reed,
and ¢ wellor G. W, “Pat”
McKenzle,

The short speeches duly
Elven, everyone wandered
throug . the sta u of o
ation, guided ta
which dmﬂbed t-hﬂ proces-
ses at the plant.

Ted Curtis ls the chief
operator here, with Gord
Willlams and Dwﬂ Andrews
the operators,

Mayor Tom Hill in his
remarks pointed out that the
million dollar expansion will
allow Acton to have more
commercial and Industrial
development. ‘I hope to see
Acton grow and prosper and
the money has not been spent
uselessly,” he said.

Minister of the Environ-
ment Mr, McCague reviewed
what inflation has done to

such projects. Acton has had
three plant expansions, each
contributing about the same
incredase in  gallonage. The
firat plant was built in 1851 at

. acostof $180,000; the first ad-
-ditlon was bulit in 1970 at a

cost of $676,000 and the second
addition In 1978 at about a
million dollars. He aun
referred to his hopes feor
growth, employment and
assessment.

The region takes over the
operation of all the plants in
July, he said, “That pleases
us.”

Jack Raftls, chairmman of
the Halton public worka ¢om-
miltee, sald that ironlcally
Acton, which lost some of ita
identity, had the first plant
opening in the region. Others
ere due before long at
Burlington, Milton and Oak-

ville. “We've come a long
way and Acton deserves
being first,” he sald.

“We couldn’t help industry
as much as we wouid have
liked”” he  mentioned.
(Beardmore had hoped to
have its sewage included in
the plant expansion, but has
not been accommodated, The
industry, the town's largest
by far, has its own sewage
disposal system.)

Councillor Pat McKenzie
recalled that In 1073 Acton
comimiasioned R, V.
Anderson Assoclates to pre-

pare & five-year plan. This

lun has fulfilled almoat all
is recommendations and
that'a gratilying.

There is a small flow in the
Black Creek so this plant has
to turn cut the best effluent In

(Continued on page 10}




