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The sccond Instalment of
Town Hall Tales, written by
George Elllatt, follows.

Last week's arlicle on V-E
Day was also writien by Dr.
Elliott, but his name weas
omilled in crror.

+ + +
The Night the Town Hall
Almost Burned Down

Not oo many years the
Town Hall had the only large
ballroom in Acton. The up-
stairs hall was a handsome
one; tall windows made up a
large portion of its walls and
white plaster surfaces ac-
cented by brown wood trim,
lit by single milk glass light
globes, gave it a simple,
tasteful elegance.

For dancing, the white
maple floor was jdeal and
years of shuffling fret hrrdly
marred its rock hard surface.
The many dances held were
mostly in mid-winter when
the hall's large expanse of
windows could have made ita
chilly place. Heat was
required and supplied in
genperous amounts by two
. large pot bellied stoves, one
between the two staircases on
the south wali, and the other
in the north east corner by the
fire exit {lhe Willow sireet
corner of the building ad-
jacent to the Fire Hall}. The
necessary stove pipes
snaking up the walls marred
the hall's appearance vul no
one minded; keeping warm
was important {or ladies in
light bollroom gowns and
gentlemen in suits. Enough
wood for an evening's heat.
was stacked around the
“stoves and someone ln the
srowd usually saw that they
were stoked when the chill
reguired this attestion during
an evening. -

During the 1930's and 40's
the High School “At Home"

dance in February was one of -

the highlights of the soclal
season. Printed invitations
were prepared and each
student was allowed one for
his parents if they wished to
atlend.

Those remaining, or not
used, were dellvered to a list
of local dignitaries carefully
chosen,  expect, to add lustre
to the event. It was really a
highly selected guest list.

‘fhis was also the occasion
when prizes for academic and
athletic achievemenis were
- awarded. During the course
of the evening an Inter
mission was called and a
school board member made
presentations to sludents
dressed in their Sunday best,
often blushing, and beth
proud and uncomfortable at
the same time. It was that
day's version of today's
Commencement,

For this dance a local group
was hired to supply music
often the ‘Merrymakers' with
Elmer Smith on lead trum-
pet. This formal dance, as
were all others, was heldon a
Friday night rather than o
Saturday as is the practice
now. A selecied group of
students spent Thursday
evening and Friday
preparing the Hall. These
were  usually executive

Town Hall
Tales

members of the Literary
Society and decorating was
quite a responsible job,

At that time there was a
carctaker who llved at the
Town Hall in a room behind
the Council chamber. He did
odd jobs such as cleaning up,
gelting wood in for the stoves
and lighting fires when
needed. A bit of a character,
Jimmy Robertson, had come
to town belore Lhe first world
war, was Colonel Ballen-
tyne's batmon during it, and
was a veleran afterwards. He
wis a man of very lew words
ond his gruff, taciturn nature
was often f{rightening to
children, some of whom he
wos quite fond of, and 0
puizzie to adults, Behind this
forbidding exterlor must
have beaten a simple, kindly
heart though. For those he
knew and liked, and not many
knew him well,-he was helpful
and considerate, going out of
his way to do things for them
without being asked and
expecting no thanks. He said
little ond hid behind a dour,
probably  shy,  Scottish
reserve,

He was tough too. His
clothes made no concessions
o seasons; winter or summer
a short sleeveless jersey
sweater, a pair of work pants,
and a fedora sufficed.
Apparently immune to both
heat and cold, it was not un-
usual to see him down town on
the coldest winter day with
bare arms. ;

He was, | suppose, the
resident spirit of the Town
Hali, hovering sllently about,

* seeing the fires were lit and

enough wood was in, and

" and not just a slight chill as it

is Lodny.

Thursday evening before
the dance High School
students began decorating
the Hall, Jimmy as usual
slipped wordlessly in and out
making sure the hall was
warm. About ten o'clock or so
.the students decided to call it
g night and return the next
morning to finish the decor-
aling and other arrange
ments in the hall, Jimmy was
told so he would have the door
open first thing in the mor-
ning and everyone walked
home.

The sky was clear, stars
glilttered, obnd the snow
cruched noisily underfoot. It
would be another below zero
night and as the town went to
bed pillars of smoke climbed
stroight up from every
chimney into the clear, cold
alr.

About two o'clock in the
merning people in much of
the town were awakened by a
shrill clanging of the Town
Hall bell, doubly loud in the
cold. It stopped. A [ew
minutes loter more sharp
clangs followed again by
silence. This conlinued and
people, either from curipsity
or alarm, threw on some
warm clothes and hurried
down the frosly streels to see
what was going on ai the
Town Hall.

(To be continued)

closing everything up after .

festivities ended. How he got
the job I do not know but it

seemed to me he had always |

been there.

In 1946 or 197, 1 don’l
remember exactly. the week
of February preceding the 'At
Home' was bitterly cold. At
nights Lhe temperalure
dropped to fifteen below zero
and that was in the days
before  Centiprade  when
fifteen below was really cold
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V-E DAY PARADE included the giris’ platoons
of the high school cadet corps, Pictured passing

Ajax Engineering plant, this group
{Marcoux},

Fran Chew

includes

Shirley Ralston

(Gamble), Norma Kentner (Marchment), Mary
Smith (Lewcock), Irma Kentner (Coles), Helen
McLellan (Jocque) and Joyce Lamb (Rowley).
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RIFLE DRILL squad pictured during inspection in the park in the park in
1946 includes left to right John Barr, George Elliott, Roy Kirkness, Alde

Braida, Bill Teth and Bob Bruce.

GEORGE Elliott was
Commanding Officer of
the high school cadet
corps. He says- he was
chosen because he could
shout the loudest.
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PAST during high school cadet corps inspection i

the boys, the band and the girls’ platoons passing the inspecting officer,
corps commanding officer George Elliott, high school principal Stewart
and teacher Don McLean. ;

' T
v
. R
-
1
r

Do A Ay
ok i r o :

P.T. DISPLAY at the

The

AL-ANON
FAMILY GROUP

megts at

St. Joseph's

Church Hall
84 Church €.
Mondays at 8 p.m,

information
B53-3310

Alter Hours 883-2604

rk in 1945 was part of the high school cadet corps
inspection. Look behind the group on the right — that’s Member of
Parliament Crawford Douglas.
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Complete INDUSTRIAL, COMMERCIAL and
RESIDENTIAL CLEANING
Owned and aperated by Charlie Cheyne
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r.W.R Tom' Thompson
SET 'TEO BUILDING L
200N Bramt North Acton

[n last week's Town Hall
Toles, George Elliot recalled
V-E day in Acton. These
pictures show the purade of

ihe high school cadet corps -

that day. and also the cadet
corps during its formaol in-
speetion the following year.

The pictures belong  to
(Elliott» und -Jim
Dills.
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"AT BAZ MOTORS WE CARE"

BAZ MOTORS LTD.

199 GUELPH STREET, GEORGETOWN
877-5288 or Toronto 676-1813
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ACTON HIGH school cadet corps had target
practice on R. N. Brown’s farm just east of town
in 1945. Among the ﬁirls firing are Irma Kentner
(Coles) and Fran Chew (Marcoux) ; behind them
are Helen McLellan (Jocque), Norma Kentner
(Marchment), Mary Smith {Lewcock) and Sgt.
Major Sullings, the instructor. Standing on the
hillside are Fred Crewson, Ralph McKeown and
Ken Allen.
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Rich’s
Service Centre Ltd.
R.R.2. ACTON
PHONE 8563-2540

SIMPLICITY
POOL & PATIO

Simplicity Pool & Patio invites you to
drop into their showroom. See our
“Trojan’’ Pools and all other makes, Free
water analysis. All shapes and sizes for all
vards and budgets, even portable poois.
Trade-ins accepted. If you can’t drop in~—
call us at 416-878-4151 —we will come to _

you. 274 Alliance Road

MILTON

day parade. In the

roup are Julian Zaj
Dona dLamh,Charlie%{ 5 T

ingsmill and John Agar.,

878-3272
878-3208

Waed. 17 Thurs, 1B Fri. 19 Sat. 2'] |

SHOW TIMES:
Wadnesday & Thuraday B 00 p.m.
Friday & Saturday 700 & B30 p.m.

DEATHSPORT ISN'T JUST A GAME.

INTHE YEAR
3000,

YOU DON'T
PLAY ITTOWIN..
BUTTOLIVE!
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PLUS
EAT MY DUST

Starring Hon Howard

Saturday Matinee 20

Sir Arthur Canan Doyle's

THE LOST WORLD

| Sun, 21 Mon. 22 Tues. 2 |

BEDTIME STORIES FOR GROWN-UPS

Colar

Plus

SEXUALLY YOURS
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Ha fooght wars and
woa tham. He deflled
Prasidents — and
might have bean one.
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Show Timas: Sun. to Thurs. 8 p.m.
Fri.and Sat. 7 p.m. & 9 p.m.

If your home is like 90% of Canadian
homes, it's not Jm::perlv insulated This chart
gives you an idea of how much you could save
by bringing your home {rom the average level
of insulation up to today’s recommended
standards. Of course, as energy costs go up,
so will these savings.

(il Hoal
$209
S204
8185
5159
5231
N/A

Gas Hoat
NS A
NIA
5176
S5
S162
S130

Eloetric Heat
0690
5215
Se02
5242
5320
5390
/A
$199

ST JOHN'S
FREDERICTON
MONTREAL
TORONTO
WINNPEG
REGINA
EDMONTON  $228 $140
VANCOUVER  §130 $120

Thozo sanng? are based on & Typscal 2 slerey pre-wad fise
of 1,100 square {ect. L
1Based on insulation maternal with -3 vadue perinch (254 o)

IF YOU DON'T HAVE 10 INCHES
OF INSULATION IN YOUR ATTIC,
YOU’RE LOSING HEAT AND
WASTING MONEY.

NOW HOMES BUILT BEFORE 1946 ARE
ELIGIBLE FOR A HOME INSULATION
GRANT OF UP TO $350.

If your home was built before 1946, 1s your
principal residence, and is three storeys or
less, you're eligible for a taxable grant of % of
the cost of your insulation matenals, up to a
maximum of $350 (retroactive to matenals
purchased on or after September 1, 1977).

For FREE and complete information about
how to insulate your home and how to
apply for a grant, send in the
coupon below.

" Canadian Home Insulation Program

Goverrynanl Gouvvirnemant
of Canads i
¥ Cansds

| Prograimme d heolstion ihermique
dep b Hiabdan a9 ¢ BAAlENNE

Canadian Home
Irsiuda Uisn Progem

Homous abde Andrd Cuphet L'honorabie André Dueile
biirvator Ministre '

[] Send mue: the grant apiphcation kit
{kty home: was bualt Defore 1948,
15 3 storeys o leds and wimy
pnnapal 1esidenoe )
o Bmalsh T enltacals

[ Sond me the oo book
*‘Keeping the Heat [n”

iV inEnglish 17 en francys

Please print.

NAME
ADDRESS
CITY

POSTAL CODE
T,

Mol to Canadian Home lnaulabien Mo
PO Bax 1270, Stanon T, Toronto, Ontano MEB 4A4
1 call collect through your
relephone operator (415) T83-06T
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