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Vet fixes broken wing
of ‘charming’ wild owl

What eats dog food, is
covered with feathers and
goesa hiss, hiss, hissss to any-
one who dares npproach?

The answer i a Great
Horned Owl, one of the most
savage and powerful birds,
but = ane which Iz no
ordinary  hooter. This
featherling is learning how to
get along with humans such
o3 veterinarian Ron Trenton,
of Acton, who fixed the bird's
broken wing.

‘The owl hisses even when
Dr. Trenton offers it dog food
from a can. Dr. Trenton
wears leather work gloves
because, though the owl s
barely 2% months old, its
black talons dig deeply into

bare {lesh,

According (o Burkhard
Nowak, of Hornby, the owl
broke {ts wing after it dove to
earth. Nowak, who was riding
when he found it said, 1 saw
kim swoosh down, but he did
not get up™. Nowak found the
ow] by a rock in the bush in
back of Scotsdale Farm,
between the 5th and 6th Lines
of Esquesing, north of High-
way 7.

The great bird's right wing
had a compound fracture in
the humerus, the bone which
in a human being corresponds
to the upper arm.

Nowak brought the injured
bird to Trenton's Halton Hills
Veterinary Services. Trenton
was delighted at a chance lo
treat a wild bird.

The main problem in the
operation, which tock place
last Wednesday, was how to
anaesthetize the bird. Dr.
Trenton phoned a friend, Dr.
William Rapley-—head veter-
arian at lhe Metiro Toronto
Zoo—for advice.
- Rapley suggested either to

inject the bird with Ketamine
or ga3s it with Halothane.
Trenton decided to use the
gas because he sald gas
would be safer for the bird.

Halothane, the anaesthetic,
is used at the Metro Zoo, said
head vet Rapley. However, it
{5 not used very much outside
the zoo, especially by local
practitioners, he satd.

A hood was fashioned to ad-
minister the gas, and Trenton
pald the bird went out
“boom''—just like that—on
the table.

The bone was hroken at

about itz midpoint, and both
the broken ends stuck out of
the wing. Dr. Trenton said the
pro bone was con-
taminated, 8o he had to cut off
the ends and [it the
remainder together with n
tong and groove.

Because the owl, though a
youngster, is about a foot tall,
the veterinarian decided to
use a steel pin to hold the two
halves of bone together,
In o smaller bird he would be
ahil:i: to use tape and wood, he
said.

About a four-inch long
stainless steel pln was
screwed up the middle of the
bone to tuse the halves. The
pin would later be removed.
The operation took about 45
minutes.

The bone waa go firmly set,
the bird could use the wing
imlléiedjalely, Dr. Trenton
Eﬂ ¥

The owl was lucky to be so
young. Both doctors said the
operation would have been
{mpossible because of the
" strength in an adult bird.

Rapley sald he was sure the
owl was hatched this year,
probably in February.
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THOMPOON SEEDLESS

The Great Horned Owl has
brownish colored [eathers,
with touches of white in {ront.
it has wide, very yellow,
eyes. Its main diglinguishing
feature |s jts tufts of feathers
on the head which look like
ears or horns. It is somehat
heavier locking than the
Long-eared Owl which also
has tulls.

Dr. Trenton said he could |

not tell which zex this parti-
cular owl is, from ils anear-
ance. if it i3 a male, it will
grow from 18 to 23 Inches in
length. I female, it will be
larger, perhaps 22 or 25 in-
ches long.

Many people who have seen
the owl note its [riendliness—
once it gets to know its
captors. Burkhard Nowak
started feeding the owl, which
he calls Gatsby, raw liver
from a fork. Later he was
able to get the bird to take the
food from his fingers.
“Instantly 1 think she (the
bird) realized this person was
lrylng to help. For a wiid

anlmal, she was very tame,'”

he sald.

Veterlnarlan Trenton sald
the bird s a real charmer. It
winks at children but still
hisses awhile when ap
proached. Trenton theorlzed
the bird was 80 amiable be-
cause it did not know how to
react to humans. Other
anlmals, such as dogs and
cats in neighboring cages, the
owl does not like. It shows its
displeasure by huffing and
puifing itself up so that it
appears about hall os large
agein as it really is,

A Great Horned Owl would
normally ent rabbits, mice,
rats, grouse, ducks, crows or
skunks. Occasionally they
have altacked porcupines,

Trenton sald he really
cnjoyed working on the owl.
"It really mnaked me feel good
to moke him better,” sald the
veterinarian. :

Nowak said he hopes to be
nble to nurse Gnataby back to
health, then release the great
ow] from where he found it

HISSSSS! HISSSSS goes the Great Horned Owl.
when anyone dares agprﬁach. The bird’s broken

right wing was fixed
‘Trenton.

y Acton veterinarian Ron

Police to speak
to service groups

Halton Reglonal Pollce have made themselves available to
speak with community service groups, or other groups In
North Hallon, about any toples which concern them.

In keeping with their Police Week theme Working Together
to Prevent Crime, officers will visit the various groups, upon
request, lo discuss such things as child abuse, drugs, rape,

forensic photography, ete.

One week's nolice is appreciated, and thoso interested may
get in touch with Elma Capperauld at 878-5511 ext. 290,

Police, students
to get acquainted

Police olficers’ will be
visiting area achools in the
next [ew weeks as part of the
Poilee Week program.

Working  Together to
Prevent Crime is this year's
theme. By placing officers in
the schools, says Constable
Bill MecGrath, the students
will be able to get to know
them as friends. He explained
the men will be available hall
or full days te talk to the
students, play basketball,
baseball ete. with them.

Bill Gell will be going to

Milton scheols, Bob Andrews
to Acton, and Wayne Jessup

in Georgetown,
Police week starts May 15.

Dogs Kkill

Geese killed by dogs cost
the town of Halton Hills $65
last week,

The geese, owned by
William Campbell, Lime-
house, were killed by dogs
running wild.

Proposed Everton dam raises local objections

Most residents in the arca
of the propesed Everton dam
are opposed to it, according to
o study done by University of
Waterloo environmental stu-
dernts,

A large percentage of the

e interviewed Kknew
Hfle about the project, o lew
knew nothing. The students
feel the publlc is not being
kept informed by the Grand
River Conservation Author-
ity, planners of the -dam
project.

The dam i3 proposed as
reservoir head waters for the

Eramosa River, a tributary
of the Grand, and will include
land cast and west of highway
25 just south of Ospringe, pro-
ceeding west as far as Ever-
ton,

The class of students study-
ing fourth vear man-environ-
ment studles under Assistant
Professor Greg Michalenko,
spent this past winter study-
ing the florn and fauna—
human and otherwise—of the
Everton Valley. Their con-
clusions were  presented
recently at o meeling in
Fergus.

Six from Halton
at VON annual

Six representatives [rom
the Halton Branch of the
Victorian order of Nurses
attended the 24th annual
meellng of the VON of
Ontaric in Toronte this
month. Representing Halton
were Mrs. M. Macleod, Mrs.
J. Milne, Mra. A, Blum, Mrs.
R. Mezzabottn, Mrs, 5.
Gosling and Mr. H. Hansuld.

The 415 nurses and 15
registered nursing assistants
employed by VON make the
visiting nursing  service
available to 96 per cent of the

pulation of the province. In

1978, 925625 nursing visits
were made lo 54,748 in-
dividual patients. Eighty-one
percent of these visils were
pald for by government
through the Home Care
Program and the Home-
mekers and Nurses Services
Act under Provincial

auspices and through D.V.A,
and  Warkmen's Com-
pensation. The remainder of
the visits were paid for either
by the patlents themselves or
through grants received {rom
United Way agencies and
other bodies,

YON continues to provide
service to cveryone requiring
assistance, whether or not
they are able to pay for the
service,

Dr. Allen E, Dyer,
Executive Chairman, Area
FPlanning Co-ordinators,
Ontario Ministry of Health,
spoke at the luncheon on the
Role of Distriet Health
Councils. Dr. Dyer stated that
the Ministcy of Health is
commitied to decenirali-
zation.

Severe  financial
straints are expected.

Can-

Renew licences

The seven existing wreck-
ing yards in Halton Hills had
their llcences renewed for
1978, by council this week,

The wrecking yards include
York Aulo Wrecking, R.R. 4,
Acton: Waltson Auto Paoris,
RR. 3, Georgetown;, G,
Johnson, R.R. 2, Acton:
Brown's Wrecking Yard,
R.H. 1, Georgetown: Fred
Tolton, Limehouse;
Auto Wreckers: and Halton
Hills Colllslon, Crewsons
Corners.
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Mayor Tom Hill asked if the
licences are transferable.

Councillor Roy Booth said
the licence is [ssucd in the
name of the business, so if the
business is sold the Heence

goes with 1It.

Michalertko says the valley
is “reasonably good'"
ecologically but there's “‘no-
thing spectacular” about the
area, The students (found
groshawk and many common
birds in the undisturbed
habltat. Michalenko saw
several beaver dpms and
states the students found the
river water to be of good clear
quality supporting trout and
other fish. Students con-
cluded a dam would interfere
with the quality of waler
altering the types of fish that
wauld survive. Thick deposils
of peat from the forests keep
the water well nernted but a
dam would stir up the muck,
says Michalenko, forcing the
trout to olher streams.

Part of the report enumer-
ates ways forested areas pro-
vide nutural food protection
by storing water in the soil;
adding surface roughness and
reducing soll freezing ond
snow melting.

People opposed

Generally speaking,

Michalenko fcels the most
important facl from the study

is the feeling of local people

towards the project. He says
there’s, resentment that
farmers have to pay for poor
decislon™ making down-
siream. Headland residents,
of lesser density than popula-
tlon downstream and there
fore represented accordingly,
seem lo feel they're getting
the worst of the deal. Far-
mers are concerned with land
loss and residents aore
disturbed about changes in
their home almosphere, soys
the report. It goes on to state
mast resldent and non-resl-
dent owners envision pro-
blems with major dam deve-
lopment and are opposed.
Michalenko {eels, although
the G.R.C.A. have been very
co-operative with the
students ond will receive a
copy of the report, they have
not kept area resldenta well
cnough informed on the pro
cecdings. The man-environ-
meni teachersays he'd like to

NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF
ERAMOSA

Mo person shall anvwhere within the Township of
Eramosa set a fire in tho open air without first ob-
taining from the Clerk or the Fire Chief a permit for
said fire under By-Law 19.1968. Any persan con-
victed of a breach of this by-taw is subject to a fine

of not less than $25.00 a

for each offence,

Cart Meadows
Fire Chiaf - 856-9637

nd not more than $300.00

L.T. Hindlay
Clerk - 856-9951

~ GIGANTIC
AUCTION SALE

- OF BRAND NEW
FURNITURE, APPLIANCES
AND GIFT ITEMS

THURS., APR. 27, 7:30 P.M.

SUN., APR. 30,

2:00 P.M.

GRUNDY'S AUCTION CENTRE

Csprnge Junction 24 8§ 25 Hghways,
Morth on 200l Ling 1000 F1

~ PARTIAL LISTING

Large selection of chesterflald suites in 2 and 4 plece sets, chrome kitchen suites,
7 & 9 plece dining room suites, maple and pine bunk beds, Captain‘s.and Mate's
beds, atereo sots, maple and pine and birch badroom suites, coffee and ond tabla
sots, bed chesterflislds, wooden wall clocks, table lamps, racliners, cedar chests,
clock radios, component sets, socket sots, Boston rockers, Lincoln rockers, oll

88:
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ge¢ allernatives te 2 dam -

looked Into—alternalives
such as lechnical [ixes llke
chanelling and floodplain
management to ease runolf
situation. He feela there’s not
enough money devoted to Lhe
kind of research that may
alleviate the necessity [for
spending large amounts on
major projects.

"No one hns bothered (o
provide the money to see if we
can do without the money,"
he comments,
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Lifetime Guarantes
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At a price
you can afford!

Owvor 1,000 dealers
coast-to-coast

Rich's
Service Centre Ltd.

R.R.2, ACTON
PHONE 853-2540

The G.R.C.A, feel the Ever-
ton Dam project is a long way
in the future and may not be
built at all {f the area proves

oo sensitive, environmen-
tally

SHORTS

Vandals

Vandals marred the left
front of o van and smashed its
mirror while it was parked at
Main Strect South last week.

Campaign

Plans are belng made for
the annual Flowers of Hope

campalgn in May.

BONUS FEATURE FRI. & SAT.

JOSEPH

STARRING: ANN MARGAET

SNDBIGHIT

FIRST
LOVE

STARRING: WILLIAM KATT

FRI. & SAT, OPENS AT .00, SUN.-THURS. OPENS 8:00
JOSEPH ANDREWS PLAYS FRI. & SAT. ONLY
THE CTHER 2 HITS PLAY FRI 28 to THUR. 4

USTANG Eramosa
DRIVE-IN THEATRE A0 e M

wy? Guelp

Children’s Assorted Sizes & Colours

SHORTS *1.49

ladies’  100% Cotton  Regular Sizes

SHORTS $2.99

Slze 28-36

WHITE
DENIM JEANS

PLUS MANY MORE SUPER VALUES AT ...

Ladies Ovaor Size

Sizes 3842

** HOUSE of BUYS

124 MILL ST. E., ACTON {NEXT TO CANADIAN TIRE)

853-3060

ARPET SHACK

* ANNEX OF SYER'S FLOORING *

DO A HQOM OR A HOUSE
SELECT FROM OVER
40[“00 su- YDS-

IMPOSSIBLE TO PAY MORE!

UNDERLAY
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WE CARRY
EVERYTHING
YOU NEED TO
DO THE JOB
AN YOURSELF

4"

OUR HIGHEST
PRICEIS
$4.99 5Q. YD.

- REGULAR VALUES
ELSEWHERE

UP TO 14% sa.vo,
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paintings, single, double and queen size box spring and mattresses, cofour TV's,
C8 radios, carving sets, plus hundreds af glftitems.

AUCTIONEFR: ALEX PARR
SALE CONDUCTED BY

GRUNDY'S AUCTION CENTRE

IFHMS {jF SALE Pevomd Ol Chpeipee Seted £ b 0 el
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T FRIDAT 19 >
l_mlngnmz DAING DAY! |

877-1866
620 MAIN ST. GLEN WILLIAMS

! o NATORAL FOODS o CBEEGES
o FITAMIND
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320 STEELES AVE., MILTON

Opon. Daily 10:6 = Thues. & Fri till 9 ¢ $2 77 to $4 99 5sq_ yd.. impossible 1o pay more”
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