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His thumb s constantly
stinging, but an Acton man is
thankful it is still there to be
sore.

Cecll Stuckless of K
Rd. ed his thumb In an
industrial aecldent in Milton
on March 1. Once he (reed his
hand {rom the machinery, he
calmly walked acrogs the
plant te the first ald station.
There was no pain, no blood,
Only the fear that his thumb
was lost forever, It was at-
tached te the rest of the hand
by one tendon.

Fellow workers ruzshed Mr.
Stuckless to Milton District
Hospital, where chief of ataff
Dr. Stephen Legate attended
him. Dr. Legate knew of a
team of surgeons who could

Ibly save the thumb, 80
sent Mr, Stuckless off to St.
Michael’s hospital in Toronto
in an ambulance.

Dr. Ralph Manktelow, a
plastic surgeon at that hospl-
tal, along with Dr. Nancy
McKee and Dr. HRonald
Zuker, both te surgeons
were n;téﬂ l':f.l:-;:I Stuckless
was on his way and prepared
for the replant operation, The
patient arrived at the hospital
at 4,15, two hours and 15

minules after the accident..

He stil! did not feel any paln,
he said.

Mr. Stuckless said he was
awake for the entire opera-
tion, which was a gruelling
13%4 hours. Local anesthetic
was administered, and he
watched the doctors as they
worked. He explained he was
in so much shock, the work
did not bother him.

It was not untfl after the
operation, and dectors had
replaced his thumb, that the
pain started. It hasn't ﬂtﬂ?-
Fed, Mr. Stuckiess said. It
eels ltke frozen toes ns they
ar. thawing out,

Ten days, and two casis
later, Mr. Stuckless was able
to return home to his family.
Doctors estimated three
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months before their patient
will be able to have any feel-
ing in this thumb, and ancther
three months before It will be
useable. ;
Even though it Is his left
thumb, and he is right han-
ded, Mr, Stuckless has had to
make changes In his life,
When lifting his one-year-old
son Hoy, he must move his
hand in such a way that the
baby does not touch the
ltender part, The family had
to switch to a new brand of
diapers for Roy also, as Mr.
Stuckless had difflculty
changing the old kind. Simnple
things like deing up buttons

and zippers alko pose
problems,
Every hour, for ten

minutes, Mr. Stuckless must
- do exerclses with his thumb,
He can now touch the end of
his other lingers with it, and
maove it slightly, but he has a
long way to go yet. In the
meantime, he stays at home
walting to heal. He has
another several months
before he can report back to
work, and although he is
“very bored”, his two sons,
Roy, 1, and Sheldon, 3, enjoy
having thelr father home with
them all day,

If the accident had hap-
penad six years ago, or if Mr.
Stuckless was taken (o
another doctor, he would
have loat his thumb,

Speclal mlcrovazcular sur-
geons are showing up ncross
the country, offering their
knowledge and skills in the
medical profession. Many
small town doctors do not
know of these various teams,
reports The Medlcal Post, a
newspaper [or the Canadian
medlcal profession.

*Oddly enough, it’s atill not
really known by all physi-
clans that amputated
thumbs, {ingers, hands, arms
and insome cases feet, can be
replanted,” the newspaper
sald. The paper continued
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CECIL STUCKLESS is a lucky man today. He
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lost his left thumb in an industrial accident, and

iS now recuperating

replanted it. It will be several mont

n .
eral monihs before he

can return to work, but sons Roy, 1 andSheldon,
3, don’t mind having their father home all day,

“Dr. Legate, when asked ina
telephene  interview what
criterla  Milton  Distriet
Hospital uses to determine
which replant candidates to
send to St. Michael's said
“We send them all rather
than do amputations."” Unfor-
tunately, thls is often not the
caose with many smaller
hospltals, according {o Dr,
Daniels, who says these
centres still put amputated
fingers and I;ands in for-
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maldehyde.”

Mr. Stuckless s very grate-
ful to the Milton doctor, and
the Toronto team. He feels he
a3 a very lucky man to have
come away from the hospitai
with his thumb intact. The
replanting of a completely
mangled thumb or finger is a
very rare operation, but with
medical sclence advance-
ments, more and more people
are as lucky as Mr. Stuckless.

GER SOGIETY

Several bids by different
trustees (o reduce the number
of professgional activity (PD)
days for Halton teachers
falled gt Halton Board of
Edueation Thursday.

Prior to debate the admini-
stration listed the number of
professional aclivity days
teachers with surrounding
boards are allowed. In Halton
teachers have nine profes-
sional activity days and all of
the surroun boards pre
looking at 10, 11 or 12,

Trustee Bert Hinton picked
out the Wellington board as
one where a high number of
days has been suggesied by
administration while trustees
are considering no days ot a
maximum of three. He ac-
cused the administration of
trying to mislead Halton
trustees,

Noting all of the other
boards around Halton have
more PD days, Trusice Fred
Armitage wondered Il some
boards have less. Superin-
tendent of Specinl Services
Ron Chapman sald he didn't
know,

Board mernbers were told
thot professionn]l activity
lays are necessary for school
administration, especially in
high schools, and only part of
the time is for professicnal
development.

A special cost-benefit study
on professional activity daye
is heing carrled out In Halton,
Trustees are concerned the
money used to pay teachers
for those days might be better

spent having them iIn the
o

ABSToOm.
Milton  Trustee Ivan
Armstrong suggested

professional activity days be
trimmed from nine to six at

the elementary level. He
thought they should remain at
nine for high schools since
most of those days are used

for school administration,

In suggesting the three day
elementary reduction,
Armstrong pointed out he
wasn't saiaing the daye aren't
used wisely, He sald he thinks
they are useful but there is
also “a groundswell of public
opinion ogainst them,"”

Armatrong said he bellves
the public {s wrong to think
they are nothing more than
days off for teachera and is
falsely accusing them of
wanting professional activity
days. At the same time he
thinks the only thing the
public will accept I8 a
reduction,

Hinton agreed the days are
taken seriously by teachers
but thought only five are
needed.

MNext Oakvllle Trustee Jim
Clelland, who had already
gnnounced he could bring a
motion in the future to reduce
the number of prefessional
oetivity days to six for both
elementary and secondary
teachers, suggested a cut to
scven days for both panels.

He said the days are useful
but the public waonts less
professional activity days,
Since 1973, teachers have had
40 professional aclivily days,
Clelland added.

Hinton supported this
reduction call alse, noling
administration _which would

normally be done on those
extra iwo professional ac-
tiﬂil;r days could just as
easly be done during regular
school tUme, -

Trustee Blll Lawson sald he
couldn't support a reductlon.
If teachers were In the clasy-
rooin no maney would be
saved, he said.

There {8 money in the
budget for materials used on
professional activity days,
Trusiee Len Crosier noted, 850
the days do cost the board

money,
It was polnted out that the
school calendar is organized
much the same next year as it
was this year and the board Is
trying a plan for two years to
gee how the public will react.
Theboard is also encouraging
parents and taxpayers to go
to the schoels on professional
activity days eo they can see

what {8 accomplished.

Armstrong, Hinton,
Crosler, Cielland and Trustee
Elsle Hilson all supported the

iwo day reduction but the
maotion lost.

The possibility of Halton
following other board's lead
and chopping a professional
aclivity day each time the
schools are closed by snow
was also discussed.

Aller some debate Crosier
presented a  molion
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Reduction of activity days rejected

either float professional h!ﬂm:ﬂ Inatructiy days
actlvity days, which are lest to school f:lusmi‘:
different l.’m; each ed:uaum There will be nine profes-
area or professlonal vity sional activity days

days in June be used te in Halton. = next year

Hinton wants pupils
praying for unity

Acton-Esquesing Trustee Bert Hinton has declded to try
again to persuade Halton Board of Education to have pupils
pray for Canadian unity,

February, Hinton asked the board to follow an eastern
Ontario beard's lead and have pupils pray weekly for unity.
There was no interest in the plan shown by other trustees,

Hinton has announced he will try again in May to have his
plan endorsed.

The following is the prayer Hinton belleves all Halton
pupils should be gaying.

““Our Father, as Canadians you have blessed us with a
country rich in its people, its besuty and its material wealth.

“"We pray that our country will ever be a truly human

- community and a country of peace, that we will respect each
other’s differences and become greater for having shared life
with people different than ourselves. :

“Make us as Canadians not hard and unrelenting to one
another, but help us to be peaceful and accepting. And from
our differences-make us a people reflecting to the world not
discord and division but the gracefulness and goodness of a
people who know their God, Amen."
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