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Acton
library

looseleaf

-An opinionated homlly on
how to raise readers.

As librariens we are
frequently asked by anxious
parents for books thaot will
encourage thelr offspring to
read. Sometimes we are also
asked to provide remedial
reading assistance. While we
are quite capable of dealing
with the first ueat we have
always ' had refuse the
second. Remedinl reading
assistance is a highly speein]-
lzed skill—one that we don't
possess, In truth, very few
children really ‘need that
highly specialized skill -~
mnﬂdt chlidn'n wé%l hﬁjam to
read quite capably—just as
seeds grow quite naturally--
provided they have the right
environment.

What is the right environ-
ment? Well in most cases it's
quite simple;

1. Start by turning off the
television set ([ you've got
the intestinal fortftude)—and
this part of the treatment
should start jong before you
amre trying to induce read-

g.

2. Spend as much time as
you can with the child looking
at books and reading to him.
Half an hour of "bed time'
story every night s still one of
the best settling down
ceremonies around.

3. Have lots of books,
magazines, newspapers and
printed materials in your
home—simple  familiarity
* with the printed word from
. the crawling-around-and-eat-
Ing-it. stage to the make
believe-reading-it stnge
makes a whale of a differ-
ence,

4, Read yourself—children
learn by Imitation and half of
what you want your child to
learn about reading is the
casual take-jt-for-granted
altitude toward the art.

5. Relax—don't push, en-
courage; don’t nag, stimu-
late.

g. Enroll your child in the

lihrary story-hour (oge 3 &

E glve him his very own
ltbrary card; bring him to the
library often and let him
browse.,

Q.K., 0.K.—you've got pro-
blems, little Johnny {isn't
reading and he's already in
grade two,

Start with step one (above)
and work your way lhrough
them all. Ne child i3 ever too
old to be “'read-to". You just
have to choose the right level.
Talk with the child's teacher
and ry to find out if your
¢child exhibits signs of real
functional disorder such as

ual or visual hand-
. Find out what kinds of
. remedial help are available
through the shcool—DON'T
try to teach, driil or rehearse
without . thoroughly under-
standing the methods your
child's teacher {83 using.
Above ajl, be patient—
children grow at different
rates and norn-readers sud-
denly turm inm bookworms
just when you've given up In
despalr.

Come to the library for
help—we can steer you in the
right direction to find books
for non-readers, reluctant
- peaders or gvid readers. We
can 8lso supply story tapes
and records for subtle en-
couragement. Reading clubs
during the summer provide
contlnuity and stimulation
and a reward at the end,

What does the library do to
help parents and junlor
readers?

First of all our collection is
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readers will probably start
with the pleture bogks, These
bocks are rarely wordless
and there {3 8 wide variation
in the fermat bul the one
unifying element i{s that the
pletures are a major part of
the book, intended to tell the
child a good deal abou{ the
story, even without the bene-
fit of the words. We do have a
few really wordless books,
some "‘board' books for the
very youngest children and
the captiva serles by
Mercer Meyer ebout o Boy, o
Dog and a Frog and their var-
jous adventures.

Beginning readers in the
first two or three years of
their reading careers will find
the Early Reading collection
more ta their taste, Plctures
are still a [eature of this
group but there is increasing
emphasls on words—and
especlally words In sizes,
combinations and quantities
that will guit the abilities ahd
attention span of. this group,
The Dr. Seuss books, the [
Can Read series and other
similar volumes zre found
here.

Neither of these collections
should be regarded as mutu-
ally exclusive and chlldren
who are reading should not be
discouraged from dipping
into the picture collection.
Some of our best children's
literature is to be found here,

The child well along the
road to independent reading
will find a wide range of In-
terest and reading levels re-

resented in the general
uvenile collection. Depend-
ing on the child’'s individual
progress this collection will
probably ap
4 {or thereabouts) child and
up. The library tries f{o
maintain a good collection of
the old faithfuls, as well as
providing many of the new
titles that come out. Chances
are if you browse through the
Junior library you will find
most of the favorites you
erijoyed as a child.

A word about
guidance:

A significant number of
children’s books today deal
with subjects that would not
have appeared In juvenile
literature a few years ago.
Evenat the picture and Early
Reading levels there are
books on birth, death, family
break-up and other such
situations from real-life
Many of these books are not
only useful but also ofien
beautifully written and illus-
trated. Naturally, we do not
select books which seem to us
to offend ngainst good taste.
However, some parents may
not wish their children to
borrow these books. We will
not, for that reason, remove
them from general avall-
abllity, instead, we urge all
parents to read and interest
themselves in what thelr
children are reading, and to
provide guldance according
to their own standards. .

Such gutdance may be
particularly difficult to exer-
clse with older children. For
this. age group we have
created a *'Red lnbel” collee-
tion. Books dealing with
realistic situations in a more
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RED TAIL HAWK, common to this area, is featured
ina story by bird watcher Jeff Harvey.

Plan Summerfest
at Georgetown park

Summerfest will embrace
‘‘a gpirit: a feellng of involve-
ment’’

The Halton Hills Aris
Council is oifering a unique
event to the community in the
form of a Summerfest on
Saturday, June 3, at the
Georgetown fairgrounds.

Summerfest will cmbrace
‘g ﬂpirit a feeling of involve-
ment'' and will help rekindle
the flame of community
spirit, organizers say.

Summerfest will be =&
collectlon of lecal groups,
organijzations, service clubs
and individuals Interested in
displaying and selling to the
public, while offering a day of
pleasure for all the family

" and commurnity to enjoy.

Organizations that have
indlcated their interest in
partlcipating so far include
Acton Citizens' Band, Aris &
Crafts of Georgetown, Credit
Valley Artisans, Esquesing
Historical Soclety, George-
town Clral Soviery, George
town Girls Pipe Band,

andult way or those dealing
with sensilive subjects will
have a red seal applied to the
spine. We have deliberately
not tagged this collection with
eny of the usual "young
adult’" labels, 1If asked, we
will explain the nature of the
book, or if about to be
borrowed by someone we
think too young to ussimilate
it we might suggest that their

parents huve a look at it first

In general lerms our philo-
sophy is that, if glven enough
choice and leeway, children

‘will find their own reading

level and if given the encour-
agement and incentive of

altractive, Interesting mater-
ial they will progress with

- epgerness elong the path to

reading skill.

Sun. Only 3 S-e-x-c-i-t-i-n-g Hits
COME ON OUER!
its CRAZY & SEYY-

you'th lavgh till
T 3 HURFS!!

HATCH"

Georgetown Little Theatre,
Halton Hills Public Libraries,
Halten Scottish Country
Dancers, the Hortlcultural
Soclety, the Palette and
Pencll Club, the Rug Hook
Gulld and the University
Women's Club.

Although organizers an-
ticlpate receiving revenue
{rom admilssion fees, com-
misslons, concession space
rentals, etc., they requlre a
cash base lo cover necessaery
initial expenses, such as
advertising, printing, ete.
Moreover, such a fund an-
d s or Its equivalent value in
donated services can be used
for 2 match funding ap-
plication to Wintario.

In order lo meet these
initial financial objectives,
ther¢fore, sponsorshlp s
being sought.

Representatives of Sum-
merfest will be conlacting
people in the community for
assistance.

Library
activities

Acton Publie library has a
month-full of  activities
planned for resldents in April.

A film festlval iz planned
for April with Queen of the
Stardust Ballraom playing on
April 7, I'm Alright Jack on
April 14, The Belles of St
Trinlan's on April 21 and
Topper Returns on April 24.
The shows will begin at 7.30
p.m. and there is no ad-
mission charge.’

A workshop in the ploneer
art of rug hodking is planned
for Saturday, April 15 and
Saturday, Aprll 22, This two-
week workshop will be In-
strucled by Shirley Lyons.
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(2) “HOT TIMES”’

Hawks sometimes first back in Spnng

By Jeff Harvey

By the latter stages of
February and early March,
el bl wea meviving
migra b are a ng
from the United States,
Among these are various
types of hawks, birds of prey
which vary from the large
majestic soaring hawks
{buteos) to the sleek stream-
lined falcons which include
some of the fastest creatures
oty this planet.

The Red-Tailed and Red-
Shouldered @ Hawka are
examples of the former and
oceasslonally they stay with
us all year. More oiten than
not, however, they move

~ south for the winter. When

many of them arrive late in
the seaspn, they can be seen
cirching high in the air, rarely
flapping thelr wings, but
letting strong lofty currents
carry them along. These two

hawks are hoth similar in -

size, the Red-Talled 18 inches
long on the average with a
wingspan of about four feet,
while the Red-Shouldered is
very slightly smaller,

The Red Talled Hawk [s the
most abundant and well
known howk in Eastern North
America and the reddish tail
feathers can be seen caslly
when the sun permeates it In
flight. The Red Shouldered
hawk is so called because of
its reddigh shoulder patches.
Both of these birds have
suffered because they are
alleged to attack domestic

birds such as chickens (and
other fowl) but these reputa-
Uons are often  gross
expggerations, as hawka de a
great deal of good, keeping
rodent populations at a minj-
mum while keeping other
pests in check.

Other ‘diurnal’ (daytime)
birds of prey include the
falcons, such &8s the
Peregrine Falcon and the
Kestrel, both of which are
typlcal members of the
genus. The e, un-
fortunstely, has sulfered due
luwidmpreadm!au[l}n’f the
nﬂw- pesiicide which

cE: ut this apecien into the
“En ngered class”. The
Kestrel or Sparrow Hawk is

more common locally in
Halton, and the amall {8 im:h'.l
falcon can often be zeen
perched on hydro wires at
roadside,

Other members of the hawk
family include the accipters,
which ilke their predecessors
hunt only by day and also like
the others have extremely
acute hearing and a sense of

smell, th the latter has
not heen entirely confirmed.
Most common of these In the
Aclon area is the Sharp
Shinned Hawk, a beautiful
bird which somefimes
remaina with us all year. At
our bird feeder this hawk has
made several ‘raids’ on the
winter occupants, rarely with
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much suCCess,

birds have thelr
world and their wild *'righta"
should be respected by every-

one, to ensure & hesalthy
' Note: Hawks and other balanced population for
place in this future generations to enjoy.

\All hawks are prolected by
law,
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loosely graded into three
basic units; so-called picture
books, early readers and gen-
eral juvenile fiction and non-
fiction.

In general these unils are
In to serve the follow-
ing kinds of children:
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