Ono Hundred and Third Year—No. 35

ACTON, ONTARIO, WEDNESDAY, MARCH 1, 1078 .

Third major blaze

" Fire guts townhouse

[ o

Fifty.Eight Pages,—Fitiesn Cants

leaves four homeless

A family of four is homeless
and two other homes
damaged after fire gutted a
Kingham Rd. townhouse
early Saturday marning.

Mrs. Ena Brackenridge of
193 Kinghom, awoke at ap-
proximately 6:45 a.m. and
smelled smoke. She alerted

her husbund Colin and they
escaped through the [lames
carrying their children, age
six and  two. Colin
Brackenridge received culs
to his hands {rom breaking
windows, according to flre
prevention officer Larry
Brassard.
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Firelighters arrived en the
secene  within minutes and
evacualed residents In the
row of townhouses. The lwo
adjoining unmits  received
damage, ong with exterlor
fire damage ond the other
with interior smcke and
water damaoge. Mr. Brassard

credits fire walls between the
units as preventing further
damage, A neighbour turned
in the alarm after hearing the
Brackenrldge's shouts.

The blaze is believed to
have started in the living
room, the off{icer says, but the
cause is not yet determined.
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1t i3 currently under invest-
igation, he said.

Damage is set at $50,000
bringing Acton’s total fire
damage in two weeks to over
¢200,000 in three fires. Two
mador fires broke cut within

17 hours of cach vther in carly .

February, leaving lwo
famllies homeless and iwo
people in hospital.

Smoke detectors were in
the townhouse, but according
io Mr. Brassard, were net vet
installed.

Mrs. Brackenridge and the
children are staying with her
gistér in Toronto, while Mr,
Brackenridge is living with
his braother on Young $1. in
Acton. He will return 1o work
today  {Wednesday) in
Rexdale,

Deonations of toys, clolhes,
furnilure and places to stay
are coming in from friends
and strangers ulike, says
AMrs.  Brackenridge. The
Lions club denated $250. She
is still shaken up over the loss
of her home, but is over-
whelmed by the generosity of
evervone she told the Free
Press.

The family expects lo stay

in an apartment in Acton
while their townhouse is
being rebuill.

Ncighbors rallied swiltly to
help provide necessities for
the Brackencidges. The first
donation came al 10 to eight
tt_the morning, Saturday.

Neighbar Jean Martin-said
donations were: arriving all
doy long. She has clothing,
{ood, drapes and dishes in her
home ready for the family to
use when they find o place to
live. Over $200 was also glven
Saturday morning by sym-
pathizers. One person even
donated the {(ea bags to
repiace those being used In
such guantitles Saturday.

Mr. Martin sald young
Colin, who I3 six, was partic-
ularly unhappy about losing
his bike. The neighbors
reported Tuesday Colin now
has a Iike, from an
“anonymous dopor.” He and
his young sister Samantha,
two, lost all their loys.

Four neighboers are spear-
heading the gathering of
items. Anyone who wishes to
help may call Jean Martin at
B53-3925 or Yal Caissic ot 833-
JU2G.

FLAMES LIGHT UP the morning sky Saturday as fire gutted the home of
Mr. and Mrs. Colin Brackenridge, 193 Kingham Rd. When firefighters
arrived on the scene, the house was cumpletelza engulfed in flames,
threatening adjoining units, This picture was taken by John Tyler,
Kingham Rd., just as the firefighters arrived,
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License rush over,
Kentner can relax

Third donation
from Lions

unit to the right of their home received exterior

VOLU Firefighters sprayed
ACTON By gh o fire damage, and the unit to the left received in-

gallons and gallons of water into the home of Mr.

and Mrs. Colin Brackenridge, 193 Kiﬁham. Sat-

urday; as fire destroyed :

. ‘The

terior smoke and water damage. John Tyler took

Target!

The merits of a parks and
recreation department
27,000 master plan project,
an<d other propoesals were
debated during a special
Halton Hills council budget
meeting  this  morning
(Wednesday),

Couneillors
$400,000 from
proposed budget.

Consideration of the parks
project and the 1978 n‘i)eraﬂng
budget were bumped to this
morning’s session from the
regular Flnance Adminis-
tralion Commlittee meeting
Mornday might.

The FAC decision to let the
spectal meeting decide the
fate of the parks and recre-

must  slice
the ‘fown's

ation gproject came after
Mayor Tom Hill fired some
flak at recreation director
Glen Gray and [ollowing
Georgetown coupcillor Roy
Booth tried unsuccessfully to
have the project shot down,
Booth cited the financial
restraints the town is facing
in his move ta drop the $27,000
item from 1the recreation
depariment budget.
The master plan idea
before the committee I8 ihe
second half of o twoyear
project, Maps from (he [irst
half of the project were tabled
before council last week. One
item which received stormy
response suggested
cemeteries be eventually

used for recreation.

The map work was sup-
ported with an $8,000 grant
from the federal government,

From talks with the fown
planner Mayor Hill said he
had been given to understand
the entire exercise was not to
cost more than the $8,000,
Now t’s $27.000, he said.

“Thal infermation is totally
Incorrect’’, Gray contended.

HUll said he wonled Gray
and the town planner in his
office the next day lo sort out
the differences. “I'm gonna
find out the whole damned
gist of this”, said Hill.

Acton councillor Peter
Marks suggested the com-
mittee ask planner Maorio

-]

$400,000 chop from budget

Vendittl for his estimate of
the project’s cosi.

Some of the leatures of the
second phase of the project
would include a set of plan-
ning guidelines, an assess-
ment of current pratices,
alternute concepts and an
inventory of apen  spoace,
facilitics and programs.

Taking into consideration
the possible grants the town
could earn by taking on the
project, counciller Marks
sald the plan seems lo make
SONSE.

The project is not needed,

according to Booth, “'We've -

got, in my opinion, all we
necd for an official plan”, he
sald.

Cemeteries for recreation?
not in Halton Hills —council

Regardless of what's done

ln Europe and other parts of
the world Halton Hills
cemeteries will never be used
for recreation land, Halton
Hills planning beard told a
consultant last Tuesday who
has prepared the first phase
of the town's master recre-
ation plan.

Counclllors examined maps
of Georgetown, Acton and
Esquesing showing lands
currently used for recreation
facilities and property owned
by the town which has recre-
ation potentinl, .

Questioning by Mayor Tom
Hill of the.consultant, Rob
Lockhart, revealed cemetery
Iang wab included in the
potential recreatlion property.

Hill sald it was “‘ridicu-
lous™ to include cemeteries in
the master pian.

Lockhart countered in
Eurcpe, other countries and

even Ontario cemeteries are

viewed a3 valuable recre-
ation land. He said the plan
looks to the [uture, adding
cemeteries are as valuable
for recrcation as shopping
plazas and other facilitles not
‘traditionally thought ol as
recreation. _

Planning beard chairman
Roy Booth sald Lockhart
could forget about cemeteries
in the master plon because
council would *'never go for
that’'. :

Hill, who was visibly an-
noyed, said there was a big

rboarEmE =
‘|
LI

g Bl o B

L et Ry TP
T E- f-f"'."'il-.'u- : Pt Bl
N 8
i N A : v
.1 f 0 b L ;
" LA i e e
l& g_'!,!_“;::fr'-'._!I_J_:I:.:I'I;I;;.L.::ll-_r_ e AF

SR R
.0 ..'-.--:".:' - ‘ .41."""
R Mol Sirsival,’) e gt N T g
CRE L e e AT S . - e
i LR o 4 ENEE -?l'i,l-l-'hl-'hl‘l.'r EX ¥ EE
f i =gyl i h et i Syl :'.EIHIG:?"---'* v “.-r".-r
|I j

CEe o P E¥ ] m
PR Tl %
an o I_i'« ad Fio@
. it . l"

-
=
s

1 5 ol

.:*1 .p'r-:'a-'-!i?.--rl.' A
‘today
£l -...--l‘!'p?..,,_-.'.-f.--lll .

il

W g o
P P ir i

i -
-1 1
g
i '.r
ShES I
ader
B

he & Lg am g

L
.r . Tk
] Fl'..'

. magkamg d

. & 1

PR

)t
[ BN
.

-
| e
R

. L oL F ]
b e .__-_\_li:_-" B ':r..:: |"'|'.".'|' .
o ' £ "

HES : s I ¥ m". P T Tt PR AL
g 2 i"'d"f T P WP W

difference between
cemeteries and plazas since
people are walklng around in
plozas, kel
Lockhart sald everything
that |s done now on recreation
affects recreation in Hallon
Hills for the next 20 yenrs,
He expinined the first phase
was a study of existing recre-

ation facilities, including the
first detalled maps cver for
the town, and thal was
necessary before ony plan-
ning could be done. Inform-
alion gathered for the recre
ation master plan will have
impact on both the lown and
region offleial plans.

(Continued on page 2)

With & third fumily left
homeless in another fire this
past week, Lions club mem-
bers exiended their assis-
tance even further Monday,

A fund had been set up to
aid the Yan Merkestein and
Cavic familtes, and this had
grown 1o $655.

‘The third fire was at the
nome of Mr. and Mrs. Colin
irackenridge and family on
Saturday, and the Lions
decided to give another
donation of $250 lo them. This
donation is apar! {rom the
original fund. Vic Bristow
presenied the cheque
Tuesday, to aid the family in
re-establishing  themselves.

The lions also decided
their fund would close out
April 30, The money in the

special account was split, -

with %325 given to the Van
Morkesteins and $325 to the
Cavics. Any more donalions

will also be split belween the
lwo families.

Mr. Van Merkestein t5 &
member of the Lions Club and
his fricnds got the bali rolling
soon after the fire. Their first
purchase was & replacement
pair of glasses for Cory, so he
could read while in the
hospital. °

He was released {rom
hospital Tuesday morning,
and was back in the family
business, the Chicken and
Pizza Spot, right away. They
are living with [riends and
will he looking for new ac
commodations right nwiy,

The Lions' original
donation wus $500, later
augmented by donations from
any others who wished to help
out.

'I'he Lions' three donations
to fire victims comes [rom
money they have raised
through communily projecis.

Push again
truck bypass

The town 5 going to go
after the province to build a
iruck route arcund Acton
ngntn.

The long discussed by-pasy
was brought up agaln by
Councillor Les Duby last
Tucsday at Halton Hills
planning board.

‘Ar. Duby noted Acton is In
a “eructal situation” with two
major highways meeling in a
small town.

Plonner Mario Venditti
pgreed a by-pass is needed
for Acton. He noted the
engineer has in the past been

working on this project with
the provinece and suggested
he continue with it.

Planning board agreed the
town engineer should make a
submissien to the Ministry of
Transportation and Com-
munications to have the by-
pass  propossl  exonmined
again.

Mr. Duby supporicd this
plan siating he wants to get
the by-pass eoff the ground”,

Cancer
banner

A cancer month banner wiil
go up in April ocross Ml
Street at John Streel.

Monday Halten Hills works
committee approved lhe
banner for the Acton Branch
of the Canadian Cancer
Soctely. it will be put vp l:g
Acton Hydro and will aa-
vertlse fund raising during
Cancer Month.

The Cancer Society will
have lo contact Acton Legion
for permisslon lo have the
cancer flag flown at the

Rud Kentner has just gone
through his first license
sticker rush frem the govern-
ment's side of the counter and
he ndmits he is a little glad it
is over. Mr. Kentner  has
taken over the, duties of*the
mator vehicle bureau from
Watson's Musle Store,

“1 dida't know whal to
cxpeet,’” he said.

He was surprised that the
officc was busier Monday
than it was Tuesday. At the
busiest of times, waiting time
for a sticker was only nbout
five minutes, he said.

“1 haod o couple of reailly
good ladies helping me,” he
saied.

Fromallover
People were ceming to the

Lion or lamb?

March | ... another special

day for weathercasting. Is

March arriving like a Hon or a lamb? By today's end we'll

know how March will depart.

There isn't much Canadians can do about the weather
except tatk about it, and March 1 gives another apportunity.

Today is also St. David's Day.
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Acton affice from all over to
get stickers, Mr. Keniner sus-
pects some of them were just
travelling and stopped in for
their stickers, but some told
him they come here every
vear 'o aveid the lineups.
“They say they can come
here from Toronto, get their
sticker, and drive back laster
then they can get the sticker
in Torontp,"" he smd.

Yesteeday was the deadline
for putting the new blue
sticker on license - plates
hefore police start handing
put $28 fines. 'The sticker
must be affixed to the rear
plate of the car to comply
with the law, Even having it
in the car but not on will
resull in a penality.
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_ SR SUSAN CRAIG enjoys a relaxing moment during the M. Z. Bennett
A gaerakdes !_f'?%fﬁ_?;';?“:.: PARORE. "% winter carnival Friday as she helps other students make a huge mural.
; Fr e e L VR See page® for more pictures and story.
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_ Good news

The Churchlll correspon-
dent, Joanne Turner, reporta
groundhogs and crows in her
district this week.

CAROL BROADHURST of Kortar Kennels gets an affectionate kiss from
Champlon Siberian Husky Cavalier. Mrs. Broadhurst has no favorites

among her more than 30 dogs and treats each one as a house pet. For full
story and more pictures, see page 11.
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