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SHAWN VAN MERKESTEIN stands moresely in front of his burned-out

home Friday, after the chaos of a few hours
rents, Mr. and Mrs. Cory

fore had died down. His
Van Merkestein were admitted

to

rgetown hospital with back injuries after jumping from a second floor
bahg:ﬂtnay, (top of photo) to safety. The fire broke out in the living room
about 3a.m.
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HOME AT 114 MILL ST. was completely gutted by fire early Friday
morning. Owners Mr. and Mrs. Cory Van Merkestein and son Shawn had

to jump to safety from the second storey balcony, as flames en
stairway to the front door. The exact cause
Damage is estimated at $62,000.

gulfed the

of the blaze is unknown.

_An Acton family had to
ump from a second floor

lcony to safety early
Friday morning, as fire swept
their home, completely
gutting it. :

Mr. and Mrs. Cory Van
Merkestein, of 114 Mill St.,
Acton, both sustained back
Injuries, and son Shawn re-
ceived cuts and bruises
during the blaze. His parents
were rushed by ambulance to
Georgetown and District
Hospitnl, where Mr. Van
Merkestein could be forced to
stay for up to four weeks,
Shawn told the Free Press.

Deputy {ire chiefl Bob Hyde
said the fire s belleved to
have atarted in the chester-
field in the llvibg room. Mrs.
Van Merkestein, he 3aid,
heard a crackling sound and
when she went to the head of
the stalrs to investigale,
Nemes nnd smoke were
racing up the stalrs, blecking
their only exit from the
second floor. She nwoke the
rest of the family and called
the fire department &l 3 a.m.

A passing Halton Reglonal

N

Palice officer, Constable John
Lyver saw flames and smoke

"bllowing out of the front

window, and coaxed the
family members to jump lo
the ground. He then placed
them In his cruiser,

Police are grateful to an
unknown womon who came
by later with blankets for the
three, to ward off the cold.
She did not identify herself,
and police would like to know
who she is, explalned con-
stable Barry Holland, and
glve her due credlt.

Mr. Hyde sald the house
went up in flames quickly,
due to the amount of com-
bustible furniture in the
roOm.

The blaze could be seen for
several blocks agalnst the
night sky. Fire preventlon
officer Larry Broassard sald il
smoke detecters had been in-
stalled in the house, the
family may have had more
chance of escaping unhar-
med. The detectors would
also have warned them in
time and®perhaps avolded as
much damage.

Mr. Hyde sald damage is
set at $62,000 for the house
ond contents. The Onterio
Flre Marshal's offlce was
cilled in and both came to the
conciusion the cause is
unknown, although, My. Hyde
sald, careless smoking was
considered. Halton Reglonal
Police are also Investigating.

Mill 5t. was cordoned off lo
traffic as flames reached out
os for as the sidewalk, Mr.
Brassard said. Spectators,
aroused by the fire truck and
ambulance sirens, stayed
well away from Acton
Volunteer firefighters.
Firefighters stayed on the
scene until 7 a.m., when
many men had to change
clothes and go to work.

“They are three very very
lucky people," Mr. Brassard
said, “They are lucky they
got out of therc ithe house)
alive.” Mr. Hyde agreed and
said he did not know how they
got ottt in time. It could haye
beena real tragedy’’, he said.

It is the second fire in the
same house in the past six
months, Mr. Brassard said.

It wos also the second fire
in leas than 48 hours on Mill,
St., as firefighters from both
Acton and  Georgetown
battled a blaze in Elissa Shoe
Store Wednesday evening.

Shawn Yan Merkestein told
the Free Press he was living
with his gir! friend’'s family
on Young St., but had no idea
where the family would live
once his parents were
refeased from hospital. He
surmised they would “maove
back up north".

The JTamily restaurant,
Chlcken and Pizza Spot, has
been kepl open by Shawn and
others since the [ire.

Mrs. Van Merkestein, upon
her release from the hosapital
on the weekend, went to stay
with her sister in Port Carling
to rest. Meanwhile, friends of
the family ore arranging to
replace Mr. Van Merkestein's
reading glasses which were
lost in the fire, 50 he can read
;hdi]e lying in the hospital

DESOLATE VIEW OF THE stairway and part of

the ups

tairs hall at the Van Merkestein home a

few hours afler fire caused $62,000 in damages
last Friday morning, Icicles formed everywhere
once the ashes cooled down.
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Emergency iiing

The Acton Lions Emergency Fund has been
established in the Bank of Montreal to aid the

families of Cory

Van Merkestein and Gojke

Cavic, who were victims of major fires last

week,

The fund was established during a Lions club

meeting Monday

evening, and already has a

donation of $500 from that club to start it off,
Anyone wishing to make cash contributions may
do so merely by seeing a teller in that bank and

-depos

iting the money in the Acton Lions

Emergency Fund bank account. Any other
donations, such as furniture, or clothing, may be
given to Vic Bristow. He can be reached at 853-

2237

The fund will be used as it is needed.

February ls Heart Month
acroas Canada and Acton is
no exception.

Heart Fund drive organlzer
Vic Bristow said a goal of
$3,000 is set [or this year, an
Increase of some 3300 over
lasl year. He sald he i3 con-
fident he will reach this goa!
as the town has cxpanded.
Because of the extra homes in
town, Mr. Bristow pointed
out, there are 100 canvassers
as compared to enly 85 lasl
year.

These people have been out
canvassing homes,
businesses and Industries

= $3,000 goal set for
¥y Acton heart fund

since February 1. They will
have compleled the drive by
the end of the month,

Heart disease was the
number one killer in Canada
in 1974, claiming 82,859 lives.
Cancer wos in second place
with 34,085 deaths.

Acton is just a small part of
the national fund raising
drive aimed at raising nine
million dollers this year.
Onlario Is expected to raise
five million dollars of this
tatal. The drive is aimed o
ralse money to fight heart
and blood vessel discase, and
wlll be used for research only.

40 firefighters
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$700,000 damage
to Mill St. store

Almost 40 firefighters frem
Acton and Georgetown
battled AQames for six hours
Wednesday as fire ripped
through Elissa Shoes on Mill
St., Acton. [Xamage is set at
$100.000, according to the
HaMon Hills fire department
and the Optario Fire Mar-
shal's office.

Firemen were called Lo the
scene at 5.15 p.m. and faced
what veteran Bern Van Fleet
described as  “the most
stubborn fire” he had ever
been at. Because of the
structure of the rear of the
building, with a room build
within a room, the fire could
nol be located. At first il was
contoined between  the
ceilings, sald fire prevention
officer Larry Brassard.

The firefighters had to cut
through the cetling and the
roof in several places lo
locate the flames, and were
hampered by thick black
smoke. The poor ventilation
of the building made i1 hard
for the men to breathe, in
spite of their Scott Air Packs.
Part of the roof at the hack of

Committee asks independent
regional government study

A commiliee of politicians
formed to study regional
government in Halton has
recommended an  Inde
pendent study of regional
government in Halton be
made by a three person task
force.

The region's Bill 151 Com-
mlitee passed that recom-
mendation after spending the
entire moming reviewing and
finalizing its own report on
the review of reglonal
government in Haiton.

It is the second time such a
recommendation has been
made by the Bill 151 Com-
mittee. The fIrst one was
rejected by councill several
rnonths ago. '

Provincial Treasurer and
Minister of Intergovern-
mental  Affairs Darcy
McKeough rejected a request
for such a siudy by the Acton-
lana for Action Commiltee

following the  meeting,
Councillor Walter Mulkewich
sajd Lthe action by the comn-
mittee indicated there s

more study required than the
comnmittee is capable of.

Mulkewich conceded (hal
theaction didn’t carry a great
deal of credlbility, He noted
the recommendation was dis-
cussed and voled upon with-
cut a quotrum, and reminded
reporters that council had re-
jecled the same resolution
several months ago.

Mulkewich said the effort of
the committee has been a
[utile exercise. "Blanket
statements have been maode
and biases have been hurled
from both sldes.”

Hesald the lock of financial
and technlcal data to back up
recommendations leflt the
commitiee without any
degree of credibility.

The study should have been
an investigation of local
Eovernument and Its relation-
ship to the province and the
whole matter of linances, he
said. :

The province has refused to
gElve local government the
lools Lo do the job and the
commilitiee “is  flalling
around, looking for recom-
rmendations."

Halton Hills Councilior
Russ Miller said regional

government is hard to fustify

-

when laxes double and he
blamed . fallings of regional
governmen!l on local and
regional politicinns.

He claimed Halten Hlills
had not reduced stal relative
to the reduction In res-

ponsibilities, and claimed
that had a bearlng on in-
creased costs,

“We are to blame. There is
no sense blaming stafl,'” he
sald.

Jim

Milton Counclllor

Watson said the Plunkelt
report was laughed ot when it
was presented, but “'we would
have been wise to follow it.”

The Plunkett report, pre-
pared by Thomas Plunkett

(Continued on Fage 8)

Seek safety check
of Acton town hall

The Ministry of Labor wili
be asked to inspect the Acton
town hall to determine if it is
safe for public use, if council
agrees  to  Halton Hills
finence-administration =~ pe-
commendatfon,

Counclllor Peter Marka

said he had read gll consul-

tant Alan en's re
and still dim know m
building Is safe.

“Who closed down George-
town arena”, asked Coun-
cillor Rusas Miller,

Recreation Director Glen
Gray explained II was the
Ministry of Labor, aller the

recreation depariment asked
for an inspection.

Marks  suggested the
Zeegen reports be lorwarded
to the Ministry along with a
vequest for an inspection, He
said he felt it was n
to find out If the bullding is
Bafe {or public use,

The recommendstion will
g0 to counci! next week,

In his reports, Mr, Zeegen
said [urther inspection of the
town hall was made d

the construction of themﬂmrg'

hail addition. He said the roof
structure was in poor con-
dition with a great deal of

wood rot due to rain water
leakage.

He reported the main roof
beams at high level were not
bearing on the wood poat sup-
ports. There is a gap of aboul
one hall an inch between the
bottoms of the posts and the
tops of the posts and also a
horirontal movement of about
one inch. Cealculations in-
dicate the main beams to the
roof area are overstressed
" The first and second floors
are tn good order. The ex-
terlor masonry walls are
extensively cracked, his
report said.

-

the building was In danger of
cellapsing, and although no
lirefighters  were hurt, it
further impeded firefighting
duties, The snow on tin and
tar roof also made it difficult
to cut through.

Mr. DBrassard said te lop
everyihing off, everything
nutside was getting icy, in-
cluding the ladders used by
the men to climb onto the
roof, ]

Police had cordoned off the
street to trafflc and kept
speclators out of the way of
the firefighters.

The store has a buzzer
system connected with the

door, so that the owners's
wile, Mrs. Golko Cavic, can
stay upstairs in their apart-
ment over the siore, while
there are no customers. Once
someene comes in the door,
Mr. Brassard told the Free

Fress, the buzzer sounds, and

Mrs. Cavic goes downstairs.

Such was the case on
Wednesday. Mrs. Cavic was
upstatrs with - her two
children, and had gone down-
stairs to walt on someone.
When she got down, both she
and the customer noticed
smoke, Mr. Brassard said.
Both immediately ran up-
stairs and got the children

Return offer unopened

An offer to buy the old
pumping station in Acton will
be returned unopened to
Gordon B. Dawe, realtor, who
made the oifer on behalf of a
Mississouga client.

It will be returned because
the town has a policy that all
town-owned land must be sold
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THICK BLACK smoke hampered fire

gh

attempts Wednesday afternoon as fire ravag
through Elissa Shoes on Mill St. Some 40 resulted.

by public tender.

Halton Hllls
administration
agreed the offer must be
reiurned, but Councillor
Peter Marks said the would-
be-purchaser should be told
he was welcome to submit a
tender when the land is ad-
veriised,

finance-
commitiee

1

and the customer phohed the
fire department from a
nearby siore. 5

Mr. Brassard pointed out if
the cusiomer had not come in,
the three people in the apart-
ment could have been
trapped upstairs, or died of
smoke  inhalation. The
identity of the man is
unknown, :

Mr. DBrassard said the
suspected cause is electrical
wiring, and the fire. could -
have been smouldering for
two or three hours before it
was detected.

First reports of the family
being completely bumed out
were infccurate, Mr.
Brassard spid the fire was.
contained to the back storage
area. However, he stated the
apartment and the store did
receivé extensive “smoke
damage, but nothing that
cannot be cleaned up.

Merchants have supplied
clothing for the family until
their own is cleaned up.

Stock in the back room was
destroyed, and deputy fire

{Continued on Page 2)

firefighters from both Acton and Georgetown
battied the flames for six hours. $100,000
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