Region costly, bureaucratic,

Task Force is told

‘The Liberal Task Force on
ional Government was
lold that the implementation
of regional government in
Halton has led to the loss of
community identity, an
lnequilable power ance
with the two large commun-
ities calling the shots as well
as increased bureaucracy
and increased coals.

The task force held one of
its many meetings in Milton
Wednesday night and Hatton
residents conflrmed the trend
the task force has detected in
other regions across the prov-

Ince, according to Task Force
Chairman Herb Epp. Epp t3
the Liberal MPP for the Kil-
chener-Waterloo area.

In an Interview Epp soaid
there appearcd to be con-
slderable unrest and dis-
satisfaction with regionalism.

“What I've been garnering
is Lthat people think the re-
glons are tno large and they’d
like to bring them down to a
mere moderate size. But they
don't want to go back to
square one and above all,
they don't waont one-tier
government,'' Epp said.

If it is horror stories the
lask force is looking for, Hal-
lon residents didn’t let them
down. Norm Elllott of Acton-
lans for Actiovn Committee
told the Task Force of the
demoralizing eflect reglonal
government has had on the
communily spirit in Acton.

Elliott  explained  his
group's beel wasn't as much
wlth the region itsell, but the
fact it meant that Acton is no
longer a community of its
own and that its destiny—
both locally and regionally—
is decided by people who
don't live in the community.

Dave Katz of Milton told the
Task Force ‘thet regionalsm
has eroded the spirit of con-
cern and involvement that
used to be [ound in small
communities.

“People used to stand up
and be counted when a
community issue surfaced,
but now they say ‘what’s the
use?", '

te said he resented the idea
of Big Brother (the region)
taking care of cyverything.

Bolh he and Elliott said that
under regional government,
elected officials are not held
accountable for many of the
decismns lhey mukc

Hookup

Acton resident Lou Bon-
nette lold the Task Force on
chinnal’ﬁwemmenl that he

no end of
trnul:-la to finatly have sewer
and water services hooked up
tc a new home he bullt last
year. '

When it was time to have
services hooked up, Bonnette
anid he went to the George-
town municipal offices to get
the neceasary permits but
was advised to go to Burling-
ton. After contacting regional
cifices In Burlington he was
told Georgetown was the
place to go.

“l went back to George-
town and they told me I had to
go to Burlington.”

Can

“wilie an

Citing the landfill issue as
.an example, Katz said QOak-
Burlington coun-
cillors can vole to put the
dump in Milton and people in
the south will be happy. “‘We
could throw the whole Miiton
Council out and it wouldn't
chang: anything at the re-
glon,” Kaiz sald.

Gerry MecAuliffe said the
whole Idea of reglonal
government, both In the
municipal ond educational
spheres was supposed to be to
end disparity within the re-
gion.

But because of the preval-
ent altiludes, McAuliffe sald
he could sce the day in the
next five or 10 years that a
visiting regional chairman or
the chairman of the board of
education would travel in an
armored car and the sireets
would have to be “'cased'’ a

Reduce
region
role

Oakville Councillor
Eriksen will ropose
sweeping changes in the stru-
cture of regional government
during a meeting of the
reglon’s adminlstration
commitlee today.

In a letter to the chajrman
and members of the council
Eriksen says the number of
councillors sittlng on councl
should be reduced from 24 (o

14, the four commillees
shmﬂd be reduced to two and
sirlet measures should be

taken to reduce staff com-
plements where possible.

Carl

In his letter Eriksen says
the major tasks of reglonal
government are  almost
completed and as o conse-
quence the role of regional
government in the future will
be different.

“Clearly, the actlvities will
not only be different but they
will also be reduced in scope.
It does not seem unreason-
able to expect a reduction in
all departments except police
and social services,” Erlksen
sajd,

week ahead of time to make
sure no one whs out to get re-
venge.

“The board of educsalion
looks at everything north of
Highway Five as a demtlitar-
ired zone. To them It Isn't
Acton, Millon or Georgetown,
but it is the north".

. He cited the lack of any

place in North Halton where

children could take voca-

tiona! tralning in high schools
as example of how effective
and fair the system (8.

He spoke of students travel-
ling 110 mlles per day to
.-.chnn‘. in the south. “Oakyille
and Burlinglon wouldn't
stand for it, but it is okay for
the north. o

Regionalism came under
attack by two of the three re-

glonal councillors in atten-

dance at the meeting. MHton
Councillor Jim Watson said
people were gerved better

under the county system,

+All of the hard services
are independent of one
another. If there was o trunk
sewer line from Milton to
Oakville I could see it, but it
isn’'t so0,

“Nassagaweyn and Mliton
came together well under the

regional system, but my beel
18 at the regional level where
we have no control,' he sald.

Oakville Councillor Ron
Planche said the true cost of
regional government had in-
creased 79 per cent in the first
three years.. But municipal
taxes never reflected that in-
crease, because of generous
provincinl Infuslons of lax

subsldies,

He complained about the
province adding boards and
commisslons, particularly in
the heallh He!d and confus-
ing the lssue 'of who had
proper jurisdiction for what.

A third councillor, Don
Carter from  Burlington,
offered no comment other
than to thank the Task Force
for digging into the problem.

LDC denies bid by
Speyside woman

The Laopd Division Com-
mittee stuck to its eriteria in
denying a separatlen lo o
Speyside woman during a
meeting In the Halton Hills
offices Junuary 17.

Milton lawyer Ron Flanna-
gan, acling for DBrenda
Gignae, told the committee
that under Lhe proposed
regional olftcinl plan,
Speyside would become @
rura]l cluster. Within the
cluster severances would be
permitted for infilling, he
sald.

LDC member Des Morrow
told Flannagan he is not
swayed by the draft plan, nor
hy the Halton Conservation

Authority, which also refers
to the proposal. It’s the
region's interim plan that
counts, he said. Under the
interm plan, the Gignae
spparation in some ways fils
the concept of infliling, he
said.

Another committee
member, Tom Marshall of
Oakville, however, countered
by saying the separation
would represent more urban
development In a rural area.
“Because it could be Infilling,
doesn't mean you have {o fill
[it,"”" he said.

Marshall’s motion to deny
was passed.

Task Force member
takes landfill rap

A member of the Liberal
Task Force on Hegional

. Government was criticlzed

for actions he had taken when
he served az a councillor in
St. Catharines in carlier
years.

Jim Bradley, MPP for St.
Catharines, said that as long
as thereare regions there will
be landfili  siies, because
there is slways someplace in
a rural area where 0o new
dump can be opened. Neces-
sity is the mother of invention
and if large urban areas had
to, they would lind a way to go
to incineration or ancther
form of resource recovery,
Bradley sald,

He said he knew that to be
the case because ns a coun-
cillor, be had voted to ap-

prove (wa-different landfill - T®I

costs jump

Bonnette ¢laims he had to
pay $1,500 for the same work

Burlington to come and mﬂke
the connection.

It wnuld have cost $350 *

immediately prior to regional
government,

Once  that
straightened

all
and

was
away

workers did appear on the

job, Bonnelte sald he was
amazed at the number of men

and pleces of machinery that
did arrive.

According to Bonnette,
workmen there to hook the
water up no sooner arrived
before It was coffee time.

Finaliy they lald Lhe plipe
from the rond to the house bt
had to wait for someone [rom

FBDB help

#

you?

Tom McCurdy
will be in yourarea

Thursday, January 26th

93:00 a.m. to 40 p.m. |

Call 844-0911 Now
For An Appointment

If you require financing for a new or existing
business, Mr. McCurdy will call at your place of
. -business to discuss your neads,

OAKVILLE BRANCH
; 345 Lakeshore Rond Enat
Opeaning New Doors To Small Business

sites in St. Catharines.
That admission brought
heavy citicism from Milton

dump fighter Dave Katz.

“That's disappointing. How
can you say you faver re-
source recovery and vote for

landfill?"”, Katz wondered.

Botl» Bradley and fellow
Liberal Julian Heed emphas-
ized the fact that Bradley
wasn't promoting landfill, but
pointing out the reallty of the
situation.

Approve addition
to Kurken home

Halton Hills Commitlee of
Adjustment  gave  Jake
Kujken the go-nhead to bulit a
garage with two bedrooms
above il on to his home on
Highway 7 near the Fourth
L.ine.

The committee allowed the
reduction in - sldeyard

requirements feam. 15, Iﬂﬂl
8.3 feet, becnus® they felt
nddition is compatible wilh
the surrounding area, and
there has been no objection
from neighbors.

“Hrian Murdoch, planning
assistant, sald there is 26 feet
between Lhe house and

Keeping a watchful eye on
your meter can help you save |
electricity around your home~and
we have a free booklet to help

you do it,

It lists many wise ideas for
saving electricity in lighting,
heating and appliances. In .
addition 1t shows you how to read
your meter and keep a record of
the progress you're making in

energy conservation.’

The booklet, “Worth Watchlng
Is yours {or the asking from

your local Hydro.

Or write to Ontario Hydro,
Dept. W 700 University Avenue
Toronto, Ontario, M5G 1X6

Get

property line. The planner
peinted out the 15 foot side
yard requirement is for a 125
foot lot, and seems excessive
on the 70 feot Kuiken lot.
Mr. Kulken told the com-
mittee he needs fmore space
for his family. of four, and
said his nelghbors are aware

uhlh‘hm..,

The cunun"ﬂe& dicected”

him to have all drainage run

lo the {ront of his property. |

S1. John Ambulance is Lhe
[oremost authority on Flrst
Aid in Caneda.

U.C.W. meeting ,

held in church

Mrs, Shoemiaker gave her .

The United Church Women
meeting which was delayed
from January 12 to January
17 on account of weather
condltions was held in the
ladies' parlor of Trinity
United church starting with a
pot luck dinner which all 18
members enjoyed.

Mrs. Lidkea welcomed all
and read a poem Happy New
Year. All repeated the pur-
posc and the Lord's Prayer.

Mrs. Shoemaker had
charge of devotionals and
opened with Hymn 571, and
read Lord Show Us the
Feather and We Will Not Be
Afrald.

Mrs. Veldhuis read Give
God Thanks In the Morning,
Hymn 570 and prayer ended
thu: part of the meeting.

Dorcthy Slmmons gave
report on cards sent out.

The Rev. Bealon spoke
briefly to the ladles thanking
them f(or all the different
kinds of work they do in and
outside the church. ‘

report on slck and shut-ins
and pald special tribute to
Mrs. Radeliff for her constant
care of her invalld hushand,

Mrs. Force read a letter
from the group’s adopted
child who seemed to be 80
grateful for their help.

Helen Little read
correspondence  from 50
many people Lhanking the
group for their Christmas
glits, also a very interesting
letter from Mr. and Mrs.
George Bowman. They are
clese to church, about three
blocks to watk, and seem to
enjoy Lheir new home. A
letier of appreciation will be
sent to Mrs, M. Taylor and
Mrs. Middieton for their work
with the flowers In the
church.

There were 23 home calls
and three hospltal calls made
durlng the month.

The meeting cnded with
Mizpah Benedlction and a
light lunch was served.
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School

- signs

At the request of Acton
Councillor Les Duby, school
area signs will go up on
Churchill Road North.

Monday Halton Hills works
commitiee approved the
erectlon of school area
warning signs in-the vicinity
ol the new Acton High School
to warn drivers.

Dog tags

Dog owners have recently
recelved Involces in the mail
from the town of Halton Hiils
reminding them 10 renew
their dog tags,

Costs for a spayed female I8
$5, and $8 for an unspayed
female, A neutered male tag
Is $5 and unneutered is %3,

The Acton
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Anjou Pears

Qmﬂity, Service and Value, all at IGA
WEDNESDAYS ARE “GOLDEN AGE” DAYS AT ACTON IGA

FREE DELIVERY WITHIN TOWN (ACTON) LIMITS

ACTON [,G.A.

8 Moaoin St. North - 853-1960




