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Angus McEachern is real “old-time” farmer

by Jennifer Barr

Are Lhere any real old-time
farmers left in this most
progressive semi-suburh of

Canada’s largest metropaolis?

Not the fopod factory [armer
or the hard working producer

THE ALLEN CO

with a half-milllon dollars
Invested in machinery and
real estate. But the small
farmer who has time to smell
the Nowers.

Fortunately, there are
more than you may think.

Most of them are older men
and women, nearing retire-
ment, ‘without  massive
morigages. People who have
seen i lifetime of changes and

who have gained a wlsdnm

from it.

peclai friend of Angus McEachern, has

odm:ed calves for m&n:f years. A Holstein-Hereford cross, the cow is .
Fhe best stock cow he's ever had, claims Mr. McEachern. The Acton

farmer has farmed his century farm all his life.

MP Frank Phifbrook-

Key issues in 77

Greed could lead to the end
of some of our democralic
ways according to Liberal
MP Frank Philbrook. In a re-
cent interview Philbrook sald
that wage and price controls
arc expected to come off in -
April but could be imple
mented once again il business
and organized labor do not
act responsibly.

Philbrock claimed that the
decontrol period will be in
force when controls are lifted
and it isn't certain how long
that period will last. With or
without controls though the
government will be monitor-
ing price increases and sal
ary seltlements in order to
keep 1abs an the rate of infla-
tion in the couniry.

Philbrook says he feels con-
trols should have started’to
come off in the [all but didn’l
“How people behave when
they do come off goodness
knows. But if they den't acl
responsibly - there is the

ibility they'll come back
rder than ever, perhaps
even in the form of a freeze, 1
hope not but there is thai
possaibllity.”

The MP said the economy is
now and is likely to be the
main issue for the federal
government during 1978. He
explained the unity issue has

laken a second place to the
economy but at some poini
Lthe unity issue will be broughi
to the forefront.

Luﬂkmn al the economic

situation on a world wide
basis Philbrock explained
Cananda will have to take an
aclive role In assuring the
gap beiween the have and
have not countries in Lhe
world doesn't spread too far
apari. Just as the country will
have to provide aid for poorer
parts of Conada similar aid
will have to be found for
poarer nations.

ﬁcmrﬂlng to Philbrook the
Paost Office has become a big

Office, it could remain a
branch of government, It
could become B Crown <or-
poration or the whole works
could be turned over to pri-
vate enterprise.

Philbrook noted the danger
of turning it to private enter-
prise would be facing o lower
level of service or no service
at all in some areas of the
country.

*Right new who would toke
on all the problems, the debt
and the unions?"’

According to Philbrook by
making the Post Office a
crown corporation it would
tidy up the operation.

At the riding level Phil-
brock sees public transit and
Unemployment  Insurance

Commission problems as
belng key problems {or Hal

ton people.
Philbrook balked ot the

government stand on urban
transit last year and after a
number of Libersl back-
benchers supported his stand

some [unds were released.

Asked whal effect his stand
against the government cuts
en public transil would have
on a possible promaotion, Phil-
brook said he really didn't
know.

Referring to the recent
scandal involving the Mount-
ies,  Philbrock noted the
gencral  public  reaction
seems to be that individuals
who stepped out of line should
be dealt with but the Mounties
as a {orce should be encour-
aged to do their job.

Philbrook noted unemploy-
ment will continue to-be a
problem during this year.
““The governmient has Just
aboul reached a point where
it can't spend any more {o
provide jobs but rather de
pend on private enterprise {o
provide the jobs."

Philbrook indicated that
the prediclions of some ex-

perts would see the number of -

jobs oulstrip the number of
people able lo work by the
garly 1980s.

Just such a facrmer is Angus
McEachern whose [amily has
lived on their RR 2 farm since
the 1840's. The hundred acre
farm situated on the Filth
Line of Erin north of Highway
7 doesn't look like a food
factory. The small farm
house sports a new white
sidinsumut and an old sun,-
mer kitchen.. The barn is a
weathered compact ‘catile
byre with more slleyways
thnn stalls, The garage
probably used to shelter a
Model T and the wee house

out back lists to the right.

And it doesn't feel like a
food factory. The animals are
friendly with licks and the
McEacherns invite you In to
have tea by the wood stove.

Cows are pels

Angus McEachern sits in
hizs overalls and favourite
chair letting the conservation
fow over him until the sub-
ject of his cattle is broached.

“Oh, they're all pets,” he
grins, his face lighting up and
with a glow belylng his 70-odd
years. ""There's oo many of
them."

He fulks of the ""Allen cow'’,
a Holstein he bought at a sale
SOmMe Seven years ago.

1 had her home a week
and she gave me the prettiest
little Hereford heifer you ever
saw. She looked straight
Hereford, never had a black
calf, best stock cow | ever
tiad.™

Mr. McEachern still has
that caow and most of her off-
spring. He now has 33 head of
mixed Hereford cattle, 12 of
which will have to go to mar-
ket by spring so Mr
McEacherncan keep the herd
within limits.

Cattle are the only livestock
on the farm these days but
Mary McEachern, Angus’
sister-in-law who keeps house
(or him, remembers days
when the larm boasted some
fine Percheron horses, 12 to
14 milk cows, plgs and
chickens,

Every one of those anlmals
wis a pet. The McEachern
uhildren were always tucking
chickens under their arms for
cuddles. Mr. McEachern's
favorite dog rode the tractor
with him in all weather.
Polly, the Percheron mare,

. eaten

had & string of colls nobody
got around to selling. Mrs,
McEachern recails many o
time the neighbours would be
reated to the sight of old
Polly ambling down the road
for a visit trailing her farhily
of colts - the weanling, the
yearling, the two-year-old
and so-on.

“If 1 was younger, I
wouldn't be feeding callle, I'd
love to have a good mare,”
muses Mr. McEachern.

Custom thresher

Not only was Mr.
McEachern a full time far-
mer but he was 2ls0 & cusiom
lhresher for 50 years,
iravelling the local | coun-
iryslde threshing the grain
farmers hod * cut, stooked,
- harvested and stored in thely
barns. McEachern. his old
sleam thresher and separ-
ators, threshed grain for o
radlus of six or seven miles
every year, taking flve or 8ix
months Lo do it,

HSome times we were still
threshing at Christmas,” he
remembers,

"“There's hardly a house:

tlocally) he hasn't slept in or
at"
McEachern,

For o holf a doy or perhaps
three doys Mr. McEachemn
stayed with each family
eating the huge meals loid out
on plank tables. He loved his
George White outfit of a 1821
englne and separotor len
years younger, He -stlll has
the separator but the big old
steam engine has been s0ld
“probably for scrap,” says
McEachern. |

Change to gas

He changed to gas powered
thresher In 1938 but likes Lhe
steam much better. He had to
go lo gesoline, He says too
many barns burned down and
farmers blemed the sparks
from the wood fired steam
engine,

Fuel didn't cost McEachern
anything in those days
because the farmer always

had a pile of wood for him to
use.

“And some of it wasn't
always the best." ,

But with the gasoline
changeover the thresher had
to provide his gwn fuel.

When threshing was done,
Angus McEachern would pick
up his old eirculor.saw and
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adds Mrs. -

travel the same route cutting
wood for stoves and [urnaces.

“Sometimes 1 sawed wood
for six weeks at a time."

With ol this, Mr.
McEachern stlll had his own
chores to do, feeding stock

and milking the Holsteins for -

his cream coniract.

During the summer, he
made hay until threshing
time rolled around In late
July.

Sleam elub member

Angus McEachern still
loves the memory of his
steam engine. In fact, he's o
member of the Steam Club in
Miiton and his nephew Ron
McEachern is the proud
resterer of several steam
engines.

With members of the Steam
Club, Mr. McEachem {ravels

quite n bit and visits sleam -

shows. He's been to the 'old
country’ (Scotland) twice, to
the States and Maniigha.

He says he likes to travel
but his first Jove i5 the steam
engines and fine draltl horse
of years gone by.

Today the barn ecems to be
getiing farther from the

house and the hill is st r
he chuckles. eepe

Yet his cattle don't know
that. They show him lhe
alfection they always have,

They recognize a patient -

caring farmer who loves
them like children and they

show it by their quict lowing

BACK TO THE GGDD old da:.rs when thre:shing

was done by steam engine, Angus McEachern
used this George White thresher and separator

for custom threshing in 1935 when his

picture

was taken at Crewsons Cerners on the farm of

.Aleec MacDonald. Angus

and his brother John

ran the 14 vear old engine until 1938 when a
gasoline machine tock over,

: mmmnmmmmmwmmmn IIIH .

Elpemng In Januarv

= 11 il A

J-i-'|i|'-l'-+-'|l"'

- -‘- e

MWIWHIM!M

Chlropracﬂc Cllnlc
Dl’ WH 'Tﬂm Thommn i."- ":.‘..':'-:r:

S hthe o -~,'l,”';
ALTEQ BUILQ!NG

un Hih!trlltﬂtﬂh lﬁim

RN

353-34m

| tHMMM!

{IIIHIHHIIHI!II[HlHllJlllI.llIIIIiIIHIIHHHHHNIHIMHHEEIHFWIEIMHMMIHIH

and their eagerness to have a
head rubbing.
Is there a fulure?

And McEachern doesn't
know what's {o become of
farmers. '

“Truckers are getting
scarcer like farmers — 1
don't know where it's all
going to end. It'll be a day or
iwo before the farmer can do

‘it all. Land’s out of the ques-,

tlon now, no farm is worth
what they're getting for L
There hasn't been a farm
changed hands round here in
25 yvears and used for far-
ming."

Mr. McEacherm also has
trouble getting help to flll his
woodshed fall and spring. It
takes a heap of wood to fire

the wood slove Mrs.
McEachern bakes on and the
mmhm ;:u and wagd fur-
nace 80 proud of,

The shed and hagement are
lined with neatly stacked split
Iugn* but Mr. McEachemn
can’t hire a man to help him
cut it.

“Things are terrible out of
balance when you have your

own heat and can't afford to
uge it.™

But things aren't ail bad
when three farms in o row are
still owned by the families
who settled them In the 1840's.

Next door to the
McEacherns are the century
farms of Robert Kerr and
Bruce Lelteh.

“It's wonderful how three
families ::uu]d stay so léng
peighbowrs,” says Angus
McEachern the man who has
been 4 “'real farmer”, all his
life and always will be,

WINTER SAVINGS
OUTER WEAR

CLEARANCE

FOR ALL THE FAMILY
SIZES TO 58

OPEN SUNDAYS "
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536 MAIN ST.

172 30
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GLENMILL
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GLEN WILLIAMS 877.1351

umoao BARE?

~ FRESH PRODUCE

Fresk Produce rdvrnives
Dad:,qzm
Lowest Pocodble Prices!

Canada No. 1

* PORTERHOUSE * WING. |

rade ‘A’ Medium
FARM FRESH

EGGS

doz. mt

Bravo
PLAIN

SPAGHETTI SAUCE

280z. Tin

(Save 20%) §

69°

Splandor
READY-CUT

" MEAT SPECIALS  {MACARONI or

Rad Brand Beef
¢ SIRLOIN » T-BONE

SPAGHETTI

21b. Bag

{Save 20¢)

4’g¢

Maxwell House

COFFEE

1!b. Bag

*3.69

STEAKS

Full Slice

ROUND STEAI(

From Januury 20, YOU Can Use your Wintario
tickets for discounts on Canadian books and magazines.

irritant for Canadians. Phil-
brook said there are three
woays to go with the Post

Facelle-Royale Large Size 100's

FACIAL TISSUE

{Save 10°)

591?

f’]g

if youowna

don't take chances!
Youneeda
superior muffler!

Dol A 704G UL ALERS COAST 10 COANT

ey pangimel wehlsblartr )
ﬂlﬂm.uﬂ- sLhMat pipe
ol lsbot for pe O &4 FOU OWN
youl Aavarican of farmiga vant

RICH'S
Service Contre Ltd.

R.R.2, AGTON
PHONE 853-2940

Whyisitcolled
HALFBALK?

lscalled HALF BACK, |
because if you parhcipate
in the program, you gethall
back. You paid a dollarfor
each Wintario ticket You
getiilty cents back.

How does
HALFBAK work?

[fssimple Uyour

Wintarnio cketsdontwinin

the draw, den't throw them
away Just endorse themon
the back with your name
cand address Now theyne
worth S0¢ ecch on the
purchase ol any bock by i
Canadian authot oronthe
purchase ol a subscniphion
to any participating Cana-
dion magazne.

Youcanuseupiod
lickelalor o totorl ehiseoound
ol $2 00 on any quabiyng -

book or subsenphen Theres

no hirut to the numbet ol
books or cubsenplions you
can purchare aslong as -
ecachone costsalleast£3 00

Hera's how you get
your HALFBACK
rebate on books,

. Fustendgrer your
Wintano tickels on the back
with your name cnd
address Then, take them lo
any participatng Ontano
bocksiare Paricipating
bookstanes are pasy 1o
recoanize by the distinctive
HALBACY uipns thoy
displeary. Book rebates are
oilso avanlabie throudh
paricipanng book clubs
Check your menthly mail-
ingslor detenls For every 4
Wintano icke!s you bang
in, you will ge1 $2 M viton a

Conagdican-aulhored book
that costa $3 00 or momne The

bookseller has g wide
solection of books ebagible
fesr HALF BACY. rebales and
will be glad ta help you
rncike a cholee and hurmn
your Wintano tickets inle
VNG S )

Here'show toget
your HALFBACK rebate
on mogazines.

A descniptive HALF BACK
leallet is avanlable al paric:
ipating booksteres, many
Wintario tickel outlels and
at your reqiondl office ol the
Ontano Ministry of Culture
and Recreation Ithasan
crder ionm altoched _

In the leallet, you'll hnd
a hstand desenplion of the
Cunadian mugazines thal
an: ehigible tor the rebate
Simply make your chouce.
il cut the: lopnand send !
olt with your endomed

- Ministry of
@ Cullure and
Recreation
Ontario
M Tar

Hon Apbeirl Welch

Ontairiu
Lottery

HALF BACKRUNS UNTIL %3
APRIL 12,1978, ALLWINTARIO QoS

Corporation TICKETS FROM DRAWS ONJAN.19 /
FEB.2 AND 16, MAR.2, 16 AND

Wintanio tickots and g

cheque lor the balance,

When does HAL# BACK stort?
When doesitend?
Andwhat tickats

_ areeligible?

HALF BACH, 15 a three-
month program sponsored
by the Ontano Ministry of
Culture and Recreation [t
slartson [anuary 20 and
endson Apnl 12, 1978,

Tickets lor 6 Wintano

- dnms*-vi|]h&e1|t;1h|r:;

IAMUARY 19 MARCH?Z
FEBRUARY 2 MARCH 1B
FEBHUARY 16 MARCH 30
Tickets lor the January 19
draw goon sale junuaryb
The last day ncketscan
be umedin Jor rebate
under the progrom s
Apnl 12,1978,

W

30 ARE ELIGIBLE!

Bottem

ROUND STEAK
ROAST -

Yoo S — -
ROUND STEAK ROAST
Slﬂl.ﬂlﬂ TP HUAST
'HUMP ﬂﬂAST

| Switts

SIDE BACUN

Schnoidurs - 10Variutla:

ciihi "
LUNCHEON MEAT .. 1.

s;mw: ‘b, Pk 3varhﬂu

-‘l. 29

’I 49

» '1.69

Hb Flr.n

’1.29

Prices
Ef{fective

January
18,19, 20. 21

f Stokely

Laura Secord

MiNI PUDDINGS

4 Pak

(Save 20%)

89°

CREAM STYLE

CORN

100z2. Tin

3/89°

Tomahawk

BEEF STEW

24 02, TE!"I

(Save 20°)

59&‘

Javax

128 0z. Jup

LIQUID BLEACH

{Save 30¢)

99¢

FROZEN FOOD

Sara Lee

13 0z, Pkg.

{Save 20¢)}

CHOCOLATE BROWNIES
or CHOCOLATE CAKE *1.29

McCain's

PEAS

SUPERMARKET

9 Mill Street East ® Acton

853-0650

120z, Pkg.

Vil

HESEH\I’E
THE RIGHT

SO LIMIT
QUANTITIES




