Shelter far abused wives
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Halton could use hostel for women

i+

Halton could use a hﬂﬁtll
for women and children,
according o severa! area

essionals whose work
rings them into contact with
nhu::ed wives.

'Iha- profeasionals,

presenting soclal agencies
and the law, were members
of a panel apeakln; at an
exploratory meeting held to
collect information on the
need for 8 women's hostel in
Halton. About 25 profes-
sionals and  volunieers
gathered at the meeting last
week in Milton to hear the
panel describe the plight of
abused women and deserted
wives. Participants were
asked to volunteer for o
steering commitiee to pursue
the issue further.

Panelist John Rabeau, o
gocial worker with Hallon
Regiona} Police, said police

Accessibility crucial

Accessibility is a crucial
consideration . In the
establishment of a hostel for
womern, Although Inasmuch
House is available to Halton
women, its Hamillon location
makes it hard to reach for
women from this area.

Altending a  mecting
concerning the location of a
hostel in Halton was Rev,
Marty Karl, director of
Hamilton Mission Services
who ° operate Inasmuch
House. Mr. Karl fold the
group the Hamillon hostel
was available to women on a
first come, [irst served basis,
regardiess of region of
residence. Il has a capacity of
21 beds and, currently, there
are vocancies. But he con-
ceded Lhe lack of geographic
proximity was a problem for
Halton women,

Even a hostel located in the
southern part of the region
would be inaccessible
women in North Halton
because of the distance to
trovel and the lack of intra-
regional transportation,
according o Georgelown
volunteers who attended last
woeek's session. Although they
could not give [igures, they
told a reporter after the
meeting the incidence of wife
abuse was sufficient Lo
warrant setling up a facility
in one ‘of the towns in the
north,

Shella Ward, chalrman of
Individunl Emergency Ald
for Georgetown Red Cross,
handles requests for emer-
gency shelter. The Red Cross
provides for three nights
motel accommeodation and
food in . a crisis. Connle
Nieuwhof, publlc relations
officer with the Red Cross,
said abused wives sometimes
sign themselves into a psych-
jatric ward because they [eel
depressed and dont kpow
where clse 1o go. The
psychialric unit is nol neces-
sarily the appropriale place
for them, she suggested,

Georgetlown resident
Marilyn Oldham Is a volun-
lecr with the Bramplon
committee for women's
hostels. She saild it (s impor-
tant to have trained volun

nmwamd appreximately
1,000 domestic complaints in
lhE reglon last year, 200 of
them in the north. If a
husband and wife are [ighting
and it comes to the point of
someone having to leave, the
question of who owns the
home comes into play, he
sald. If the hushand owns the
home, it's the wile who has to
leave. Insuch a case it would
be beneficial to have a hostel
in the area, Mr. Rabeau sald.
Presently, women have to go
o Inasmuch House in
Hamilton or to a3 motel for
emergency shelter.

The same situation arises
in the case of joint ownership,
he snid. In this case peither
one can be asked to leave but
for safety police try to talk
ane of the pair going to a
motel or to a relative’s home,

leers to work with baltered
wwes. to give emotlonal

upport and to help them look
fur jobs and apartments. It's
best for the volunteer to be
someone ‘who has been
through a similar experience
and who knows the problems.

A hostel provides pro-
tection for an abused wifeina
way that a hotel.or motel does
nol, Mr. Karl said a hostel
provides sympathetic care
and someone to talk with. He
advised the group the facility
should be a house which has
both private rooms and areas
for mcinlizing

Supervision is Impnrtanl:
Mr. Karl added. Ho-gave the
cost of staffing a hostel
around the clock at $60,000 Lo
$70,000 annually, exclusive of
administratlon. Counselling
can be provided by existing
community . agencies, he
polnted out.

Mr. Karl said the hostel
should be located in a house
thot is neither conspicuous
nor anonymous. Because the
women will often be brought
by police, the house should
have a private entrance to
avoid embarrssment. ‘It
shouldn't be in an area where
it.excites the neighbors,” he
added.

Marian Detlor of Halton
Childrens' Aid Society (CAS)
sald a hostel i3 a place of
safety for mother and child-
ren am‘.l a place to defuse a
hostile sjluation when the
family is breaking up. When a2
lnmil:,f i3 splitting up it is
better for the mother and
children to stay logether
rather than to [ind separate
sccommodation for the chlld-
ren.

Having a readily accessible
place of refuge would allow
the mother time to collect her
thoughts about her future.
Without a hostel the pressure
of finding accommodation
leaves her little thme or
cnergy for long-term plan-
ning, Ms. Detlor said,

The CAS enters the case
when children under 16 are
involved. A weman who has
pul up with abuse for some
time will act when her child-
ren are threatened, Ms,
Detlor reporied. Or Lhe
children or peolice may call
the agency. Ms. Detlor said
she “‘doesn’t buy' the excuse
that children are aslecp when
parents fight and don’t know
what |s happening. Some-
times the children get mixed
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PHNEL MEMBERS ex
beating all supported

hostel in Halton region. From the left are Marian
Halton Children's Aid Society; John

Detlor,

up in lhe battle and are hurt.

When the situation i8 0
chronlc one, children wmay
identifly stongly with one of
the parenls. This idenli-
ficalion can lead to & son
heceming o wife-beoter like
hig father, she commented. II
hostels were available for
women to go lo, the identi-
fication problem might be
prevented.

Jane Klrkmmd o super-
visor in the n:glurml depart-
ment of community and
soctal services, sald women

alone have diffteully finding

accommodation. She said it is
not unusunl for landlords to
ask for a husband's co-sig-
nature on a iease,
Additionnlly, most landiords
require o month's rent in
advaifte. In an cmergency
women don't have the lunds
and the agency cannol give
them the money cither.
potel rooms, where women
in such an emergency usuatly
end up, are depressing,
Welfare legislation allows
$130 month sheller allowance
for an applicant and one
dependent, Ms.  Kirkwood

Iurmg the issue ﬁf wu'e

e need for a women's

Rabeau, social worker with Halton Regional

Domestic complaints - |
risky business for police

Injuries to police officers
are more {requently incurred
during investigation of a
domestic complalnt than in
any other line of duty, John
Rabeau, a social worker with

Halton Regional Police, told a .
meeting discussing the need

for a hostel for women., He
outlined some of the diffi-
culties police face when
dealing with & domestic dis-
pute. '
To enter the home In ques-
tion in the first place the
-police must be invited in. To
lay a charge of assault the
police must have seen the
assault take place or see evi-
dence of it. The alternative is

'
. .lq.f'__-rr?i!,.-lr.-r\-_m!."rf. L --I-'-ri-;.

Egghead eggcited

Dear Sir:

I am wrliting to eggxpress my eggcite-
ment at seeing your :ﬁ@eﬂml

{front page In last

eggsquisite picture they mniu: standing

egy portrait
). What an

theret What an eggsclusive scoop for your

eggsalted newspaper.

Disputes statements

for the wile to go lo a justice
of the peace to loy a privale
charge of assault.
Georgetown lawyer Tudor
Beatiie said anyone can lay a
charge with a justice of the
peace without the police
being called and the malter
will automaticaily proceed lo
court. However, both men
agreed it takes several weeks
for the matter to come to

courl,
Children are often caught in

the middle of a fight, Mr.
Mabezu said. Parenls have
joint custody.of children and
the husband may refuse to let
the wife take the children
with her. [ the children are in

Lt us all look forward and be ready with
our eggs on January 10th, 1979, Perhaps the
Eggheads’ Society will eggspand. The
possibllities eggshaust the imagination.

Eggsclusively Yours,
Eggscalibur Egghead
Knox Avenug, Acton.

“puthorizes

January 13, 1978
The Editor, -
Pear Sir:

Last week, your paper carried an article
titled *“Reglon Should Forget Landfil! Reed
Claims,"" and for the sake of the many
cltizens who might otherwise be misled, I
offer a few facls to clarifly the true sit-
uation. .

{1) The Reglon generates on an average
. 200,000 tons of wasle each year.

{2} The three o l[:ie.'rntin,g landfil] sites will
be completely I in roughly 12 to 18
montha,

(3} No resource recovery plant would be
able to handle all waste generaled, and
there wili be a continuing requirement for
landfill,

ley-fmr duly elected members of

onal Council hmre studied the situation

1n and are attempling to resglve the

em io & responsible fashion with due

to protecting the environment and
maintaining reasonable costs.

Mr. Reed's statements demonsirale a
somewhat less than complete under-

of the situation which is being
faced by the elected representatives aof
Halton Region.
- The t ﬂf:yﬂemre{erredmb}rh!r
Reed w ces steam is presently ip
operation in Montrez] and the capital cost
- estimates for a similar type far:uity for
Halion could be In the neighborbood of $40 -

60 million. This level of expenditure would
produce very large increnses in property
taxes.

1 suggest this may be one reason Mr.
Reed declines to refer to costs in his state-
ments,

I would welcome Mr. Reed’s puaitive
participation im the Reglon's efforts to
provide a solution to the waste disposal
protlem. In that regard, Mr. Reed is aware
that on February 1, at 9 a.m., the Regional
Council will be rm:etving a status report on
landfill and resource recovery as it pertains
to Halton. He will learn, among clher facts,
that Halton Council was the first Reglion to
approve, In principle, cntering into_an

agreement with the Minlslry of “the
Environment {or provision of a front-end
refuse derived fuel (R.D.F.) type resource
recovery plant, that $6,850,000. has been
included in the five year capital [orecast
and further, the Draft Officlal Plan for the
Region demonstrates the Region's commit-
ment Lo resource recovery. :

This entire problem is extremely com-
plex; there are no simple sciutions. Lurge
capital investments must be made, and the
Region intends to proceed with caution and
diligence and will not be pressured into
haste which could result in an unsound de-
cision.

Sincerely,

R. B. Morrow,
Reglonal Chalrman.

danger, police can invoke Lhe
Child Welfare  Act. 1t
police 1o take
wilhout warrant to a place aof
safety any child apparently in
need of prul{fﬂlinn.

Alcohol is tie major contri-
buting problem in 50 per cent
of domestic quarrels to which
police are called he said,

Turning to the legal

sition of women who chose

Lo leave Mr. Beattic said the -

abused wile loses no
theotetical legal rights by
lcaving home.

snid. A motel room at §14 n
night would soon use up this
amount.

Last year in the reglon 300
deserted wives recelved
general welfare assislance,
Ms. Kirkwood sald. But the
300 are only the top of the lce-
berg, she added. Those not
requiring financlal asslstance
don't come to her attention.
The reglon does nol keep
stotistics on the number of
abused wives.

H n womon decldes fo
remmain at home but lays
charges against her husband,
she is subject to intimldatlon
and threats by him toedrop the
charges. Georgelown lawyer

Tudor Beattic sald If o wife

who hos lnid an assault
charge remains home, by the
lime the court date mils
around the charge has
usuatly been dropped. Either
the hushond prevails on the
wife to drop the charge or the
wife changes her mind.

In the chronic situation o
vicious circle i5 established.
Just as there is a certaln type
of male who becumes a wife
beater, there is & certnin kind
of female who stays around,
Mr. Beattic commenicd. In

this Instance the hostel might
be a step for the woman (o
gain a gense of independence.

Adding her volce to the call
for a hostel Gloria Hincks of
Burlington Information
Ceonlre, herself a single
parent, said a woman who
stays In a bad marralge tco
long loses self respect, “It
tnkes years to get over the
rejection of feeling you're no-

- body," she commented from

her experience and that of
helping other women In the
same predicament.

The steering committce
generated from the meeting
will continue to explore the
possibllity of establishing a
hostel in lalton, sald Barb
Weaver, who was one of the
women  insirumental in
organizing  last  week's
meeling. Ms. Weaver |5 &
social development officer
with the Department of the
Secretary of Stale. Part of
her role is lo encourage
women to particlpate actively
in their community. Al a
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Police; Jane K:rkwtmd supervisor for Oakville

and Nnrth‘ Haiton for the General Assistance

Program; Gloria Hincks,

Burlington Sociai

Planning Council: Jenny Amy, chairman of the
panel; Tudor Beattie, Geargetown lawyer.
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Complete INDUSTRIAL, COMMERCIAL and

RESIDENTIAL CLEANING
Owned and operated by Charlie Cheyne

pone §53-1846 rHone

* conps and
* SLACKS

Pat  Cook,

meeting she  arrenged
th h the women's afflice at
Sheridan College, & hostel for
women was [dentified as an
iesue 9f concern for local
women. Wheels were set In
motion for last week's session
and for the formatlion of a
steering commillee, Applica-
tion has been made for a
grant of $750 from the Secre-
tary of State lo cover ex-
penses of the steering com-
mittee, ;

Also  Instrumental In
organizing last  week's
meeting were Anne Allison,

diveclor . of
Sheridan’'s Women's Centre,

and Pe Batkind, a hl
advmalgﬁ JII1a||.rith| the Halmi ville Public Library chaired

Communily
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Kohari D.T. J. Novak D.T.

Clinic. Jenny Amy of the Cak-

Legal the session.

GEORGETOWN

1086 Guelph Street (on Hwy. 7 beside Post Office)

DENTURE TtHErRAPY CLINIC

Phone: 877-8974
791.2314

CARD

getkR 1

" LIMITED SUPPLY —
'USE YOUR
CANADIAN TIRE

C.B. CLEARANCE

Kraco Super
Dehuxe

MODEL KCB-2330

@ $6600

a..ﬁ I(rar:n Model KCB2310B
Kraco Deluxe Model

KCB2320

SR

ALL UNITS GUARANTEED

Store Hours
Mon. to Sat, B:30°til &
Thurs., & Fri. ‘til 9

130 Mill St. E., Acton

ASsSSOCIRTE

JEFF GIDNEY, PROP,
853-1060

Tack & Togs:

Guelph St. Plaza Georgetown Hwy. 7 877-1818




