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Off street parking In down-
town Acton will soon becoma

a reality nfter years of dis--

cussion.

'I‘!hamuchtnlted about pur-
chase of Hoichen's Bakery
property on Willow Street
Was app at. a price of
Hﬁtm plus expenses at a

1 meeéting of Halion

ill.s councll last Tuesday
night. - -

Councillors met  behind
closed doors for about an hour
reviewing a from &
special committee set up to
examine ng In ward one,
The report wus kept counfid-
ential and there was no ex-
planation _eouncil’s

The clerk was directed to
contact Acton’s Business Im-

for

provement Area to arrange

‘Hotchen'’s for parl

n:nmtrutﬂun of the parking
iot once the purchase is ¢com-
pleted.

Councillor Roy Booth zaid
he was opposed to the pur-
chase, He explained funds
gathered from the sale of

-town owned land can’t be ears -
marked for a specific project
‘but instead must be a lo

town revenue and allocated in

. the budget.

The town hopes to use
money from the sale of the
unused pump house on Main
Street South to finance the
cntire project.

Mr. Booth aiso said the lot
may not be necessary il the
town hall |s torn down. He
sald no declsion should be
made untit the cltizens’
report ls submitted on the
fate of the town hail. A report

was due the last day of iE‘?’f he

noted. H the town hall isn't

saved, a parking lot could be
E:}}t beside the e:panded fire

Mr. Beoth was jolned In
opposing the Hotchen Bakery
purchzse by Councillors
Peter Morrls, Walter Biehh
and George Mallby. Mayor
Tom Hill, Councillors Arm-
strong, Pal McKenzle, les
Duby, Peter Marks, Peler
Pomeroy and Marilyn Ser-
jeantson supported the pur-
chase. Councillors Russ
Miller and Pat Patterson
were absent,

At the same meeling
parking on Bower and Willow
Streets were designated by
council for wvolunteer firc-
fighters,

There will be five spols on

Noiéy welcome
for young 1978

Depending on how you look
at i, New Yeor's Eve was
either very noisy or very
quiet.

To the hundreds of people in
silly hats blowing horns and
sireamers, 1978

came in with & terrible

racket,

But the police who were on
duty say It was quijet.

- There were dences and
parties all over lown
and the district New Year's
Eve, as many people
gathered with [amily and
friends to welcome in the new
year. Not all the dances were
sold cut, perhaps showing a
teend toward house parties.

The largest crowd was at
the Leglon, where 550
celebrated together.

There were dances at the
Musie Centre, curling club,
‘golf club, and arcna, as well
as specisl parties st a hotel

.nnd restaurants,

Acton Minor Hockey again
organized their New Year's
dance at the arena which had
ar sell-ont crowd, All 60

' couples tickets were sold.

prepared by
-Delicatessen and the com-

Six couples organized the

special dance, Mr. and Mra.

Fred Buchanan, Mr. and Mrs,

Barry Inscoe, Mr. and Mra.

Don Van Fleet, Mr. and Mrs,

Weir, Mr. and Mrs. Frank

ﬂhﬂ and Mr. and Mrs. Mike
nal.

Mr. Inscoe is Minor Hockey
Association chairman, Mrs.

Van Fleet secretary and Mrs.
Weir treasurer,

Over 40 per cenl of those
atlending werein oung people,
and *'weryﬂm d a terrific
time"” they reported. Heory
Arbic was disc jockey.

There was a large bulfet,
the Acton

mittee,

_ Prolits—i{f any—are
donated to a charity.

The big band sound came to
the Music Centre with the
band Eli from Guelgh. One of
the players Is Ralph Bowen of
Acton distriet.

There were about 45
couples attending and a mid-
night buifet was served.

‘This annual dance is run by
a committee of Acton Citi-
zeng' Band.

Sngﬁrmobﬂe grounded

An unmanned ﬁ?@"ﬂ",‘;’“‘“’gﬁ
belonging fo a ay
man was given a rough ride
on the Fourth Line Thursday

:& Jones, Lot 2 Conces-

uinn 2 of Erin, was north
bnl.mdnn the Fourth Line with

‘a snowmobile in back of hia

The snow machine fell to
the road after it came loose
and broke through the rear
cover of the truck, according
to Halton Regional Police.

Damage to the snowmaobile
amounts to about $2,000,
police say. Also the canvas
top in the truck was damaged
for $400, say police,

ﬂNLY OPEN water un the lﬂkﬂ is thm patr:h
behind the arena, 1t'8 crnmped uarters for the

wild fowl, who must

Swans are also . vl:ilgmle

around the water

have wa survive,
the feathery crowd
The birds are fed

regularl‘y by town Wworkmen and by migh

¥

'I'I'a;:: Pﬂminlﬂn Hotel had a

party New Year's Eve
:Eet:nded by over 75 people.
Tickets were sold in advance
covering all ¢costs and there
was a bulfet. Music was by
the band Ron Lane.

Evex;{une was very pleased
with the party, the hotel
management said.

The Station Hotel did not
have a speciai party,

The Leglen hal}
crammed on New Year's Eve
with 550 people there. All
rooms were open to all those
who atiended this year, as an
innovaton, There was one
single cover charge.

Two  dilferent groups

‘played, appealing te different

age groups, B. J. Wright and
Company and Bob and Cory.
There was a deliclous hal
buffet,
The organizers were very

. happy with the success of the

evening.

At the curling club, Kent
Tocher played for the New
Year's revellers and there
was a good crowd, although
not a sell-out,

A full crowd was
at the golf course dance at the
Acton Meadows golf course
Saturday night. Some 150
people attended.

Another large crowd spent
an enjoyeble -evening to-
gether at the Rockmosa
Fenlre, seeing the New Year
n.

Police report nothing un-
usual on New Year's Eve with
liquor  offenses  about
“average.'

Driving conditions were.
lgoud.

F e I-I'l.i-ln"

was

the south side Bower
between the flre hall and John
Streel,

Another {lve ap.aces will be
on the north side of Bower
between the post office and
restricted parking area.

Seven spaces will be
reserved for lirefighters on
the east slde of Willow from
Bower (o the north side of St.

Alban's.
The spots will be for both

firefighters and emergency

vehicles.

Diiferent methods of
covering the cost of pur-
chasing the building had heen
debaled over the past year.
Some merchants favored the

purchase slrongly; others

opposed (L.
During the course of this

discussion, Parking prota-

gonists Paul Nellsen, Mike
Kinal and Don Lindsay pur-
chased the bullding from the
Hotchens se they would no
longer have to wait for a
decisian They
and held on to IL, In Lha hu
the town wuuld soon take
over.

The property is beside the
bank parking lot and thero is

paid $43000 .

also the passibility the new lot -

could run right through the
block to John Street.

The need for parking has
been a constant e¢oncern ot
businessmen’'s meetings in
the past years. ‘The fire
fighters have been
stressing to councilbors their
need for more - parking
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Ron Waples

Second record
for Ron Waples

Rockwood's Ron Waples,
who two weeks ago became
the first harness driver to win
more than $! million in purse
earnings in one year of driving
in Canada, last Tuesday broke

" a second mark in racing as he

won his 300th race of the year,
driving Katoomba A to victory
in the ninth race at Green-
wood,

Waples won five races that
night, including the dally
double, '

Having reached his goal,
Waples Is cosing off from the
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borhood friends Beardmnrﬂ bubhlera usually

keep water

open on the other arm of the lake but

Beardmure officials say they have no need to

having them soon.

. install the bubblers and aren't eunsidering

driving pace he has set in the
last {ew weeks in hls streteh
run for the 300 win mark.

He will still race the winter
geasion at Greenwood but will
not be jumplng from track to
track loget extra rides,

In his record setting drive
he took Katoomba A to the
front at the start and set
fractiona of 31 1 /5, 1:03.4 and
1:34 on the way lo lhe one
length win.

Mayor
pays bet

Mayor Tom Hill is not a
man to welch on a bet, His
secretary Calhy  Bousklill
found that oul.

On December 21, the mayor
pald off a $50 bet made in
September. The mayor bet
she could not quit smoking
from September to the end of
the year. She did and plans to
stay away [rom cigareties
from now on.

.- ' ' . =
L - i 1- .. i 4 -
-# . "’li P

Y5 am P
T L, o
Ly -t
Ta e . S
T W1 o A
LR L P by e T L LT T
- _....}_-I ¥ o8 . L L Bmma
R, -
17 L .

-
=

S
.ot

AN LS .
ol s

e

OLIJ FR&ME building will be torn down to
create a rnunicimll parking lot, council has
C

decided. The old s

ture was originally known -
-agt Matthews hall, and town council met here

before the town hall was built. It was also the
first home of the Free Press, now 103 years old.
The building was moved from Mill St,, and most
rf::ﬂently housed Hotchen's Bakery.

Two dozen house break-ins
) suspect professional thieves

- Halton Regional Police are
secking public asslstance in

- tracking down a professlonal
.crime ring responsible for

more than two dozen un-
solved houscbrenking and
theft incldents during the [ast

- year,

Isolated country homes in
Nnmgnweyn and Enques!ng.

Milton and arca have been
the targets of a highly organ-
jzed and professional house-
breaking ring, according lo
Keltlh  Robertson, senior
detective In the Crime
Investigation Branch of
Halton Regional Police,

The lwo dozen cases in the
lost year, each involving
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No grant: fire hall

belween $500 and $6,000 worth
of stolen goods, are typified
by careful organization and
planning, with the majority of
the thefts including stereo
and television sels, coin and
stamp collections, sliverware
and some jewelry, he said.

“They are proa, and know
exaclly what they want when

council views c:ted

By telephone, members of
the Town Hell Restoration

request for a $100,000 grant
hod been deferred until the
town cnuneil shows moro

supﬁa

The lettnr with the formal
decision has now been
received and reads as

follows:
Dﬂr_:emher 21, 1977

Mr. C. George Elliott, Chalr-
man

Aclon Town Hall Reatoration
Commitiee

78 Bower Street

fAclon, Ontarlo

L7J 1E5

Dear Mr. Elljott:

Al its recent mecting my
Boord of Directors con-
sidered your Commitiee's
opplicatlon for an Ontario
Heritage Foundation grant of
$100,000.00 towards the
rchabilitation of the Acton
Town Hall. The request was
dlscussed at some length, and
It was decided lo defer a
decision until after the
recelpt of more information
concerning the municipality's
Increased contrlbution to the
project. :

While my Direclors com-
mended your efforts lo con-
serve this heriiage property
they recognized Lﬁal the
Town of Halton Hills, as the

Dogs kill fox
test results soon

A fox, suspected of being rabid, was killed by a couple of
dogs belonging toa Nassagaweya family on Boxing Day.

‘Resulls from lests by the Department of Agriculture,
health of animals division, are unknown at press lime.

Ralph Billings, of Nanssagaweya Line Two, north of
Sidercad 25, 13 sure the fox had the disease. Rables works
through the nervous system until it attacks the brain. The
head of the fox wassent away for testing.

The {ox came up to the Hilllngs home and the two family

dogs killed It about 9,15 p.m,

f No humans were bitten by the fox, Mr. Billings said. The
.."»  twodogs have had their rabies shots, he continued.
; " “The odds of them (the humaru} :untractlng are preity

remola,” Mr. Billings said,

Mr, Blllings Huted the fox carried purcuplna quills in its

nose and lips

The attnck tock place on the Monday, and Mr. Biliings
stated that It was Wednesday before he got the government
Deparment (0 answer its phone., He phone the ialton
Regiona! Pollce and athers In an effort to determine J{ the

animalwas rabld.

owner, hns the major
responsibility for improving,
managing and malniaining
this facillty. Urnlortunately,

the recent developments on P

the adjacent firehall site,
oupled with the Town's
rather modest {Ilnancial role
In this project would seem to
indicate & none loo sub-
stanlial Interest on the part of
the municipality. Under these
circumstances, provislon of
funding from the Ontario
Herltage Foundaltion's
limited resources would be

somewhat difficult fo

rationalize,

However, mmy Directors ex-
ressed the sincere wish that
the Town of Hailton Hills will
sccept a much greater role In
supporting this project, and if
this proves to be the case Lhen
{ will be glad to place the
maltter before them for re-
consideration,

sincerely,

A.B.R. Lawrence
Chairman

Water overflows
New Year's Day

A mercury swilch on the
res *vair on the Third Line
caused a bit of concern New
Year's Day, when il mal-
{functioned, causing the water
lo overflow ento the road,

A Halton Reglon spokes-
man sald n neighbor spotted
the water overflowing onto
the road arcund 11 a.m., and
called workers. Ted Curtis,
ckff operator of the sewage
treatment plant, who also
looks after the town wells,
and Brent Marshall, a reglon
employee, shut down the
Davidson and the Fourth Line
wells for a [ew seconds each
to alleviate the problem.

The spokesman explained
the mercury switch, which

controls how much water is
flowing into the reservoir,
had (ailed to shul off, causing
the water to gverflow. There
is no alarm system here to
warn anyane of the malfunc-
tion. An olarm sysiem Is in
the works, but Installation by
Bell Canada has not been
done.

After the switeh was (ixed,
workers called the regionai
sand trucks from Milton, who
come up and sanded the
roads to avoid any possible
nccidents, -

Water sup Hlaly ta homes was
not affected as the trouble
was apotted right away and
workers arrived on the scene
in less than 20 minutes

they enter a home,'” sald Ser-
geant Hobertson. All homes
hove been entered during the
day, he continued, when
occupants are at work or
away on holiday.

“They walk in Il the door 18
open, or else if it is locked,
they hreak the glass and open
the lock {rom the inside. The

-houses are never ransacked,
* {hey know-exactly what they.

are lpoking for."

A policeman for 17 years
and a detective for the past
three Viars, Sergeant
Haobertson considers the case
as one of the more difficult
and serious cases he has
encountered, To date, none of
the stolen items have been
recovered.

“We have lo have the lheip
of the public. 1l people know
‘thelr neighbor is away, an eye
shouid hs: kept with I'ﬂ'l..lﬂ!'IE
checks.”

Neighbors are not as close
as they used to be, continued
the Sergeant, and thieves are
readily able lo take advan-
tage of lack of supervision.

“One of our major
problems lies with the
identification of the goods
laken. We are recommending
houscholders ta keep a list of
stercos, television sets and
other valuables with the
model number, make, color
and serial number written

" down.”

The thieves generally
strike in one particular area
several times, before moving
into a new area, according to
S{rr eant Robertson,

'‘Maybe every week for two
or three weeks, they will hit
ane area, and then a month
wiil go by before an éfthmg is
done again,” he s&l

On Wednesday, Dec. 23 the
thieves struck at an area
home on Fourth Line, taking
with them a stereo and televi-
sion set.

“It was the work of the
same group,” conlirmed the
Sergeant, ndding that police
do have ideas of how the ring
is aperaling.

“1 really cannot tell you
certain things we do know

(Continued on Page 2)

THE RQTAHY CLUB reaented Mauri Vallee, left, with a cheque for the
Arthritis Society in the amount of $2,315 last night, Gary Dawkins looks on
while Mac Sprow] hands over thecheque. -




