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Farmhouse Pottery

Dream becomes a reality

for two Erin twp. potters

by John Harris

Biggest thrill for any craft-
person is to hold a completed
project in his or her hands
that was once no more than
an idea, '

For Bill Reddick and Al
Pace, owners and operators
of the Farmhouse Pottery on
Five Sideroad, Erin Town-
ship, the idea was to build
their own kiln and produce
their own pottery. The idea
became reality three weeks
ago when they removed the
{rults of six weeks of hard
work from their own hand
made kiln.

The handthrown stoneware
and porcelain Bill and Al pro-
duce is good by any standard,
but what makes it mosi
salisfying for them is know-
ing Lhey control the whole
process. There's no paycheck
at the end of the week and no
guarantee that thelr kiln

won't fall apart due to some
delect they were unaware of,
but when things go right,
these factora only add to the
feeling of accomplishment.

wAfter bullding the kiln, we
spent six days throwing pot-
tery to fill it,” sald Al, “When
it came time to put every-
thing on the line and fire those
pots we stayed up ali night
babysitting the kiln. We
dldn't even know if the thing
was going to work. It was a
very moving moment when
we apened the door and took
our first pots out.”

Al, Irom London, and Bill,
from Toronte, met when Lhey
atlended Lakefield near
Peterborough, together. They
studled the art of poltery
making for two years under
Lakeflield teacher Richard
Hayman, a former studio
eraltsman.

In June of this year, when

fellow students were busy
selecting unlversities, Bill
and Al decided to lake a
couple of venrs away from
their studies and open their
own business. Thelr (first
crack at achieving flnanclal
self-sufficlency got off on the
right foot when they sold $800
worth of - pottery to their
classmates in an hour and a
half, on the final day of schosl
last June.

“We've been working uneer
a good sign ever since,” said
RBill, *It’s only been six weeks
since we began this project

and it looks like we'll be in

good shape for the Christmas
buying season. Everything
has fallen into place, By all
rights, the failure of the kil

"should have been pur first

mishap, but it wasy't."

The klln, valued at over
$3,000 vepresenpd thelr
slngle largest Fvestment.

A) Micro Wave Oven
Equipped with an automatic
defrost cycle. Wipe lood up
wilh cloth —inarigr stays
cool! Frani panal has hght,
timer and chart.

29 00

Beaver's

Aeg. 339.00
8) 9 Plece Cast
Iron Cookware Set
A long-lasting gilt for Mom!
Sel includes 10'/2", 8" and
6'/2" skillgts, and 4 gt., 2 qt.,
and 1 qt. po!s with lids.

188

Baaver's
Hag. 31.58

BEAVE

/

Bul other expenses, including
tools, c¢lay, shelving ahd
glazes add to the bill. The cost
of ?ruﬁane alone, nverages
$35 for every firlng of the kiln,

A sizeable loan was needed
to finance the operation and
getting everything right the
first time was a must if
Farmhouse Pottery was lo
become a reality.

“If the killn didn't work it
was back to square one and
probably we'd be doing some-
thing else right now,” sald
Bill. “Christmas wmeans
everything to potters.”

Bill and Al will be market-
ing their wares In local gift
and craft shops and hope to
display some of their finer
pieces in places like libraries,
In a few weeks time, once
they are well underway, they

would like to jnvite students .

to tour their premises and
plan a show and sale for
somelime in December.

The most difficult, though
sometimes amusing task for
Al and Bill is putting a price
tag on their work. Currently
Lhe only system they've been
able to devise for pricing a
pot is to charge the same as a
comparable work,for sale
elsewhere.

“How do you put a price on
something you've spent a lot
of time on and an even longer
time learning how to create,”
nsks Bill. It gets to be a very
arbitrary process. Some-
times we find we don't even
want to part with something
after it's made. The only
thing we can hope for is that il
will please someone and find
a good home."

—Photos by lan Waite
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SURROUNDED by pottery, Bill Reddick works
at the wheel. Bill and Al Pace spend six days a

week throwing pottery to fill their kiln before

each firing.

~Caurtesy of The Erin Advacate,
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C c. Porcelain On
Cast Iron Cookware
Set includes largo Duteh
aven with lid, 2 pots with lids
and skillat. Availlable in
Orange or Yellow finish.

. Heavar's

a4°s
Awg. 549.00

D) Bread Box With
Dried Flower Design

A traditional design in docora-
ted matal paniryware with the
natural look ol wicker in
molded plastic.

1 4 Beavers
Reg. 21.50
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E) 4 Pc, Canister Set
With Drled Flowers
Makes a beautitul matching
sal along with 1ha braad bax.
Cried llower dosign adds just
tho right accent. g

99 Sl

Beavar'a
Heg. 135G

F) Handy 40 Plece
Tool Set For Dad

The all-in-one socket sel that
coniging, 8" ralchet handio,
3" oxtension, nut driver han-
dle, a spark plug sockat,
adaplar & caso

1 433

G) B & D Workmate A

Must For The Handyman

313" single hn[ghl work-
mata with fuil 24" wide vise
jows. Complete with buili-in.

urprise Mom! oo box. Falds for storage.

49

HB&D
Gripmate Clamp

Canbe used on a flat work
area with a ¥4" hole drillad
It. Adjusis haight up 1g 3% 4/
Can be rofated 380°, ]

5 #T9-011-04

NEW ST0

Jio & D Mitremate

r Accuracy

capts any 74" circular
aw with maximum shog
ength of 15”. Mitres from 30°

jlo 90" in 5° incremants, A

49

great giit!
Baaver's

| l2
T Rep. 24.99

K) 8 & D Routermate

For Parallel Shaping
Designed fer B & D roulers or
any router wilh a 67 or
smaller base plato, Holds
rautor fiemly far making deco-
rative cyts.

1 7 Beavor's
Reg. 19.89

HOURS

Effactive Friday, NovemBr 11th Unti) Christmas

gam.t09 p.m.
Saturday 9 a.m.

L) Steel Weldad

Tool Box With Tray

Full langth tote Iray that lifts
oul. Sturdy sicel construction
Fult length piano hinge. 19° x
8/a" x §” L

; Bezvet's
Reg. 9.67

M) %" Hammer Dril}

The All Purpose Tool

2 spead hammer drill with
side hapdle lor exira conirol,
Flip the thumb switch and gat
hammaor drill or d¢ill action.

3 88

Beavar's
Aeg. 39.9%

WE ACCEPT

. Beaver Charge
" Accounts

. Chargox

. Mastor Charge

MR. AND MRS. BEDRIC woke up Friday morning to find their 'neif,h-
bor’s tree had been blown over in Thursday's windstorm and had fallen

into their lot.

- *Good help is hard to come
by' is an old proverb that is
fast becoming extinet
throughout the halls of Sheri-
dan College.

. For the second year in a
row, Sheridon |s giving
unemployed persons between
Lhe ages of 16 and 24 who have
left the educational system a
chance lo develop practical,
marketable skills through on-
the-job training.

To qualily, the trainees
must not have worked full-
time at their chosen career,
The majorily have never held
a full-time position of any
kind,

—

= ——TRONTIER —
" TLORIST ¢ GARDEN B

“OCAP gives them an
opportunity lo try out a car-
eer and get some experience
under their belts,” explains
Cliff Noble, co-ordinator of
the Sheridan program.

In relurn, the college gels
26 weeks of productive labor
from each trainee—all pald
for by the province. This year
alone, OCAP trainees al
Sheridan have pul in eight to
10 man-years in labor.

They may be involved in
regular work tasks er in spe-
cial projects but all are
necessary jobs that need to be
done, “This is not a make-
work program,’” siresscs

3

CENTRELTD.
rlﬁ gl ‘r‘ ‘4
Plower Shas'’

R.R. 2, Guelph
3 Mifex West of Rockwood

FLORAL DESIGNS FOR
ALL OCCASIONS

WE CARRY A LARGE SELECTION OF
CHRISTMAS PLANTS, POINSETTIAS
CYCLAMEN, AZALEAS: MIXED
PLANTERS, CHRISTMAS AND
CEMETERY WREATHS "TROPICAL'
AND FLOWERING PLANTS,

SPECIALISTS IN PERSONALIZED
ARRANGEMENTS, FRESH, SILK
AND DRIED FLOWERS.

“J Experlenced Designers
To Serve You"
Froe Dallvery In Gualph,
Acton, Rockwood, Eden Mils

OUR NEW GIFT SHOP IS
NOW OPEN -

OPEN7DAYS AWEEK

CHRISTMAS HOUAS

Mon.—Fri, 9--8
Eat,. D=8 Bun 10=b6

L

L b

WEAREASCLOBEAS YOUR
TELEPHONE

822-2361

Y

Noble. *“These are things that
need to be done bul aren't
because we just don't have
the manpower or the funds.”

Sheridan has put OCAP
(rainees to work in a wide
variety of positions at almost
every campus, from plant
maintcnance and general
office work o statistical sur-
veying and soclal research.

Special ‘projects have in-
cluded a study on how college
resources might be used to
improve multi-cultural rela-
lions in the community; a re-
search study to determine the
practicality of bullding a
sports complex at the QOak-
ville Campus; and a statis-
tical survey of 1976-77 {ull-
ime students comparing
their © college  acndemie
periormance to their high

:  schoaol marks.

During o 26-week training
program, each lrainee is pald
a salary of $100 o week and
receives regular counselling
and performance evaluation.

They are also encouraged
to actively seek permanent .
employment and are allowed
time off work for job inter-
views. The results have been
a decided success, “We had
12 trainees last year, we have
21 this year and I don’t know
of any who are now unem-
ployed,” said -Naoble.

The response from Sheri-
dan stalf and faculty has been
just as positive. “'They're
dolng an excellent job," says
one. “'1 don't know how we'd
ever survive wilhout OCAP,"”
elnims another.

College personnel have
been so pleased with the pro-
gram that they've even hired
on two trainees full-time—one
now works in the Oakville
Campus mallroom and the
other works in the office of
the Burlington Campus,

ADAPT

The second annual meeting

i\, of the Halton Alcoholiam Drug

Addiction Program (Adapt)
will be held on Monday, Dec.
12 in the classroom at Mliton -
District HospitalatBp.m.
The public is welcome,




