““Walkabout'’: searching for the

right passage from chil

by Celia Saxon

Two grade nine students
recenlly allempted Lo break
the world's erawling record,
as part of an English preject
called “Walkabout™ at Acton
High School.

Now what on earth has
crawling to Georgetown on
your hands and knees got to
do with learning how to read
and write?

Clare Hendersen, the
English teacher who
piocneered the "Walkabout"”
program at Acton High,
. explains the rationality of this
seemingly illogical venlure,

“A Walkabout is a real life,
personal experience, chosen
by students, to be carried on
oulside lhe simulated en-
vironment of the classroom.
The students must decide to
do something they've never
done before. The Walkabout
is an experimental enrich-
ment project which helps a
student Lo grow intellectually
and emotionally, to prepare
lhem for the real world out-
side the confines of the school
walls. The expericnce must
add to their knowledge, in-
crease their skills, and give
them a feeling of in-
dependence ~and ac-
complishment.”

Mr. Henderson said the
Walkabout is a challenge
designed to shock the un-
molivated students to
awareness, (o relieve some of
the - peer pressurcs that
prevent lhe followers [rom
doing things that are ‘dif-
ferent’ for fear of being
iaughed at,

“Walkabout is intended to
shock corpses to life and to
electrify the living to an
exciting and challenging
existence,” :

. Sohow does all this apply to

the exhaustled lads, Glen Van
Rijk and Mike Ashley, with
their aching muscles and
blistered hands and knees?

First of all the pair had lo
study the Guinness Book of
World Records to Mind a
challenge they fell they could
take on. The boys then placed
a long distance call to the
United States to confirm the
latest crawling record—10.1
miles.

Finding information by
telephone, visiting  local

newspapers seeking
publicity, soliciling sponsors
to raise money for the school
and orgonizing adults to
accompany them on their
journey, they . learned
valuable communication
skills that will benefit them
ol their life. They must now
further their communicating
abilities by giviug a written
or verbal presentation to the
class, relating their ex-
perience.

"“And what an experience,”’
Mr. Henderson exclaimed,
*Somelhing that scemed silly
and frivolous hecame one of
the most dramatic
Walkabouts we've had so far.
The boys beeame instant
celebrities.™

Everybody became a part

of it. The Free Press, The
Herald, The Toronto Star and
other newspapers picked up
the story. The adventure
sparked school- spirit, -as
many older students offered
lo accompany the youngsters

on their 10 mile journey along

Highway 7, while others gave
pledges. Friends and
strangers were on hand to
‘gcheer them on Lo vietory. It
bridged the generation gap as
the boys' parcnis hecame
invelved. ;

It doesn’t matter that the
boys did not succeed. Their
success lies in the fact that

Sheridan
helps fund

HALTON s PEEL—The
United Way is $7,975.50 richer
thanks to the efforts of
Sheridan College students,
stafl and faculty. ‘

Filty business studenis put
their salesmanship skills into
practice and raised $4,092
during a two-day (und-raising
biitz of 150 local shops and
small industries.

The donations represent &
5.7 per cent increase over last

year.
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they thought of the idea, and
made the decislon. They
increased their store of
knowledge about World
Records and the difflculties of
accomplishing them.
Walkabout is an Australian
custormm utilized by Lhe
Aborigines. In Austrelia a
young native boy is given a
six months long endurance
test in which he muslt survive
alone in the wilderness and
relurn to his tribe an adult or
die in the attempt. The young
Aborigine foces o severe
trial, in which he must
demonstrate knowledge and
skills necessary to make him

a contributor to his com- .

munity rather than a drain on
ils meager respurces.

In his isolation, the youth is
compelled lo explore his
inner and spiritual resources,
confront his anxleties, and
come to terms with himself
and sociely. He develops a
love and respect for the land
ke must take from.

Clare  Henderson  in-
troduced the Walkabout idea
to his grode 12 and 13
Canadian lilerature classes
last year, after reading an
article in an educational
journal. In the article
Maurice Gibbens, o
university professor, com-
pares the stark contrast
between the . - actual
Walkabout experiences of the
Abarigine lad, to the theore-
tical learning siluations of a
Canadian adolescent
preparing for the fulure,

Gibbons points out, *In
contrast to the young native's
Walknbout experience, the
western yvouth is faced with
written examinations that
test skills very far removed
from the actual experiences
he will have in real life. He
solves familiar theorectical
problems, but cannal apply
them to strange but real
siluations. He is always under
direction in 2 protecled en-
vironment. His education has
littte to do with reaching
maturity or developing fully
as a& person, And yet, what
witl matter to him—and his
communily—is not his test
wriling ability, or even what
he knows about, but what he

feels, what he stands for, .

what be can de, and what he
is becoming s a person.’”

Mr. Henderson noted that
our educational system has
long ignored the emotional
aspects of learning,

So, as an experiment, he
asked his students to accept
the personal challenge, and
take on a real-life experience
outside the usval bounds of
the school. The students were
allowed to choose from five
calegories: Community
Service;  Crealive/ Aesth-

ctic; Adventure; Rescarch or |

Vocational,

They were given specific
objecttives and criteria that it
must Increase their
knowledge in some way. The
students keplt a journal to

record their reactions, At the

end of the semester each
student was time-toabled to
present the experience to the
class. They outlined what
they did, showed the results,
and lold how it was an (m-
portant learning experience.
They defined the personal
challenge, and most impor-
tant, described Lhe personal
growth that took placg as 8
result,

“I was very reluctant lo
give specific examples, since
siudents often leap on the
teacher's ideas. 1 wanted
cach Walkabout te be totally
student oriented.” Henderson
said. *'1 was afrald they
might come in with stupid
and insignificant things, but
was amazed that they had
some tremendously brilliant,
original ideas. We could
never hove compiled a llst
from - which they could
choose, that would include the
they came up with.”

Since there is a lot of em-
phasis on ecology these days,
several studenis chose to take

an extenslve canoe trip in .

Northern Ontario’'s wilder-
ness. Before Lhe trip they had
to do a lot of research and
prfipﬂrallun—studying maps
and organlzing mebus and
gear, after which the particl-
pants gave a presentation to
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the class using maps, per-
sonal photos and slides they
took on the trip. One student
conceded *‘I learned a lot
about people, the way they
react under pressure and how
they react to different living
conditions."’

Jenniler Rowe went the
other route, and took her
adventure into the inner city
of Toronto. Jennifer, an
aspiring  journalist, had
planned to attend Ryerson
after graduation. As a
resident of a small town, she
hoped Lhe trip would alleviate
some of her anxieties and
familiarize her with the
[rightening big cily.

Jennifer did a lot of
research on Toronto before
she went, and while touring
Yonge St., Chinalown,
Ryerson and olher exciling
places, she took colour slides
for her presentalion lo the
teacher and class, As a resull
of the overwhelming cox-
perience, Jenpifer  has
decided to go to Sheridan Col-
lege next year, instead, study
Community Journalism and
live nt home,

“If you dan't know Toronto,
it's really something,” Jenni-
fer observed. “But the Walk-
sbout changed my mind
about working [or a big city
dally. I'm really glad 1 had
the opportunity to assess it
before 1 made the plunge.
There's such o difference,
even in the air. It's a nice
place to visit, but . ..”

This semester Jenniler [s
doing her Walkabout with the
Acton Free Press, She spends
three aflernoons a week

dhood

covering school and com-
munity news and says “I love
it.ﬂ-

For a research project on
truck driving, Ray Dunbar
made an acfual trip with a
truck driver to the United
States to help ma[; out his
career. The most important
lessen Ray learned was that
even a truck drive needs o
minlmum of grade 12 educa-
tion. Ray is back in school
this semester completing his
grade 12,

While working at the
Guelph Humane Socicly,
every Sunday for (hree
maonths, Diane Buckman con-
firmed & love of animals. She
is now studying Animal
Health ot St, Clare College in
Windsor preparing for a life-
Lime occupaltion.

Sandra Early, a young
musician, organized o chil-
dren's choir at her church
and accompanied them on the
organ. For her presentation
she recorded some of the
hymns the children sang.
This year Sandra is al Sir
Wilirid Lourier University in
Waoterloo, studying Music
Edueation and Organ.

The young lody who spend

her Monday, Wednesday and
Friday alternoons tutoring a
hyperactive child in Grade 1,
was noi  necessarily  per-
forming a carecr-oriented
Walkabout, Carol Grant just
wanted (o do something
rewarding. Corol is alse
attending Wiilrld Laurier this
year, working lowards o
business career.

Other students chose to
wrile plays, novels, songs,
poelry, or make animated

ar

EVALUATING THEIR own projects is an im-

rtant

part of the Walkabout program. English

cher Clare Henderson helps Jennifer Rowe

evaluate her project,

AS PART of her Walkabout

Jeanette’'s Home for Senior Citizens.

{ilm strips. Some of the crea-
tive endeavors  included
macrame, crochet and
sewing. One girl spent time
with a senior citizens group
learning the old art of quilt-
ing, and also learning the
fascinating history of Acton
from her instructors.

“1 wns so gratified by the
positive reactions of the stu-
dents, ihat this semester I
bave introduced the Walk-
about program to all English
tenchers in the schoel,” Mr.
Henderson remarked, “We
decided lo make it com-
pulsory, because if we left it
optional,
students, who stand to benefit
the most from the program,
are the ones who would
choose not to do it."

So eovery student at all
grade levels has lo do a
Walkabout. And doil te a high
standard, as it is warth 20 per
cent of the English mark on
their report card. Since it is a
personal experience, each
student” assists © in Lhe
evaluation of his vwn project.
As Mr. Henderson put it, only
the person himself knows how
much be put inte it, and how
much he got out of it. Hall the
mark is assessed by the
teacher, while the student
marks himsell on a scale of 1
to 10, on a prepared
evaluation sheet,

This semester
siudents  throughout
schieal have thrown them-
welves into the Walkabout
with the same enthuslasm,
adding to the long list of
choices, including the Crawl-
athon. _

Three grade 12 girls, Kathy
MeAlee, Bonpie Schous, and
Julie ‘fownsley are spending
a4 whole day every sccond
week assisting teachers at the
Chitd Development Centre in
Milton. They .help retavded
chifdren with physical disa-
bilities. Two of the girls hope
b make & career working
with the handicapped, but the

English
the
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the unmotivated-

third one wenl aleng with her
friend because she couldn't
think of nnything else,

“Bul likely, the one who
doesn't know what she wants
may cnd up gelting more out
of the experience than the
other tweo,” Mr. Henderson
speculated.

Geraldine Schonnop, a
grade twelve student, |is
working all day every Thurs-
day at Jeanette's Home for
Seniors on Main Street. She is
linding the venlure a
tremendous personal help as
well as helping others. She
sels their hair, makes the
beds, and helps prepare and
serve the meals, Gernldine
feels this is valunble training
for & fulure career in Com-
munity Services.

Among other Walkabout
choices Lhis semesler are
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am, Geraldine Schonnop helps out at

skiing lessons, learning
broomstick lace, and
teaching disabled children lo
ride horses, A few sludents
have formed a [(ilm club lo
bring geod movies lo town at
an affordable price.

Students who are not
particulorly  academically
inclined, are finding the prac-
tica! experience more to their
liking. Some with imagina-
tion are Increasing their sell-
confidence.

“But all will gain an aware-
ness of themselves and the
people around them that
cannol be taught in a closs-
room selting,” Clare Hen-
derson contends,

“Schools are artificial
environments. . The
Walkabout ¢can go a long way
in  developing a  real
education.™
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Firemen to school

Deputy Fire Chief Bob
Hyde and Fire Prevention
Officer Larry Brassard are
golng back to school,

Monday Halton Hills works
committee approved attend-
ance at the Ontario Fire Col-
lege in Gravenhurst next year
[or both men,

Hyde will take part one of
the Fire Protection Tech-

nologly Course from May 8 to
June 9,

From November 6 to
December B Brassard will be
at the Fire College taking
part one of the Fire Preven-
tion Technology Course.

There is no registration fec
so all the town must do is con-
tinue paying the two men’'s
wages while they are at
school.
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Tom McCurdy

will be In your area

Friday, December 8th
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Call 844-0911 Now
For An Appointment

If you require financing for a new or existing
business, Mr. McCurdy will call at your place of
business to discuss your needs.
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