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“Challenge to our credibility”

Actonians for Action

The Editor
The Acton Free Press
Dear Madam:

In the September 28, 1977 issue of the
Acton Frec Press, you published a letter
written by Halton Hills Regional Councillor
for Ward 1 (Acton) G. W. **Pat'"* McKenzle,
addressed to the Honourable W. Darcy
McKeough, Treasurer of Ontario, Ministry

of Treasury Economics and [Inter-
governmential Affairs.
In this letter, Regional Councillor

McKenrie cutlined what he considered tobe

the advantages and accomplishments of
Hegional Government in Halton Hills since
its inception on January 1, 1874, At the same
time, Mr. McKenzie indicates that he feels
that a change in the status quo of govern-
ment in Halton Hills, with the possible
creation of a fifth municipality huaving
Acton as ils urban centre, would be, in his
words, both a “backward step' and "'ut-
terly unrealistic.”

Mr. McKenzie makes these stntements in
his letter to the Honourable Mr. McKeough
in respect to the aclivities of a group of
concerned Aclon citizens calling them-
selves “'Actonians for Action”, who have
submitted a briel lo both Halton Regional
Council and the Province of Ontario per-
taining to the position of Acton in the new
Taown of Halten Hills.

With the intention of helping to provide
the citizens of Hallon Hills with some
meaningful background on this matter, the
Cornmittee of Actonians for Action wish to
respand publicly to whul;ge;::{wnrs to be an
open challenge to our credibility by our
Regional Councillor, G. W. McKenzie.

First of all, in an open letler to the
citizens of Acton, printed in the local press
on December 22, 1976, the Actonians for
Action Committee stated that the aims and
ojbectives of our group were to “promaote
and foster elliciency in all levels of govern-
ment, but more particularly at the
municipal level” and "to strive {or in-
creased influence in defermining the future
course of government in Acton.”

To accomplish this, a detailed study of
the future of Acton in Regional Government
was undertaken, with the clear announce-
ment that other alternatives to the present
system of government would also be con-
sidered. As a resull of this study by our
Committee, a brief on whot we considered
to be Acton’s position in Regional Govern-
ment, specifically in Halton Hills, was
formulated and submitted to Halton
Regional Council and subsequently to the
Hon. Darcy McHeough's office with the
Province of Ontario.

The majority view of our group, after
considerable discussion on the matter, was
that we were not sufficienty convinced of
the benefits of being part of Halton Hills to
discontinue our investigation. Hather, we
felt there was sufficient evidence to ask the
provincial and regional officials to conduct
and inquiry into the FEASIBILITY of
creating a [ifth municipality in Halton
Region, with the former Town of Acton as
its urban centre. We would like to stress
that our Committee has not, at this point,
asked for an outright division of Halton
Hills into two separate communities.

The reason for Councillor McKehzie's
confusion surrounding the objectives of our
Cornmittee could stem from the fact that
Mr. McKenzie was absent when our brief
was presented to the meeting of the
Regional Bill 151 Review Committee, of
which he is a member.

Perhaps the most effective method of
responding to - Regional Councillor
McKenzie's comments would be o look at
them chronolegically as he raises them in
his I_euer to the Honourable Mr. McKeough,

First of all, we question Councillor
McKenzie's stalement that the former
Town of Acton was experiencing financial

~ difficulties to the degree of having to sell

responsible mill rates not set prior to 19742

town-owned land to bring down an “‘ac-
ceplable’’ budget in 1973, While it may be
true that Acton did sell town-owned land in
1973 for various reasons, we feel that Mr.
McKenzie is incorrect in claiming it was
due to Acton's poor financial position.
Councillor McKenzie maintains that in

ﬂe past three years, Halton Hills Councii
G

1. Set responsible mill rates. Were

Could responsible mill rates not besot by an
independent Acton once again? Also, how
much were Halton Hills mill rates held
down by public ure not to huild a
million dollor Municipal Building, or by
provincial transitional grants, due to expire
shortly? What will future mill rates be like
without these grants?

2. "'"Maintained a low debenture debt by
paying for capital expenditures out of
current operating budgets.’ Actonlans for
Action maintain that Acton’s debenture
debt was in good shape prior to Reglonal
Government, and according to Reglonal
debenturing practices, could stll be
maintained on a reasonable level under an

Aclon centred municipality within Halton
Reglon,

J. “"Worked toward an Oificial Plan for

Halton Hills which should be approved in
1978". The three (ormer municipalities we
belleve, all had Official Plans prior to
Reglonal Government in Halton Hills. Why
will it take almost five years to tmplement
one uniform Officlal Plan for Halten Hills?
Especially when considering the large full-
ilgl?e'r Planning department acquired since
4

4. "Spent many meclings reviewing by-
laws, agreements, ete., of the three former
municipalities”, The hours spent in
reviewing these by-laws ete., were
necessitated by the forced amalgamation of
the three former municipalities, and would
not have been required if a Regional
Government had not been initlated.
Bestdes, what rule decrees that the same
regulations should apply in all three former
areas, or that these uniform regulations
will be just and equitable?

5. “Developed a plan for u

ting urban
‘and rural roads." Acton ha

a five year

capital works project, which included roads .

maintenance and upgrading prior to
Hegional Government. Also, why is it that
most of the reports Actonians for Action
hear from our rural neighbours indicate
that services have deteriorated since road
responsibilities were taken over by Halton
Hills from the former Township fo
Esquesing?

6. "Uniled the Volunteer Fire Depart-
ments and updated their facilities”, Recent
developments belween Acton's Fire
Department and Halton Hills Council
concerning expansion of Acton's Fire Hall
and parking facilities for firemen would
indicate that relations belween the Town
and liremen are anything but harmonious.
The firefighters’ wishes would appear to
have been ignored, or at least, completely
misinterpreted by Council.

7. "United the Public Works Department
under one rool in Equesing, enlarging the
property and buildings to nccommodate
them." Actonians for Action challenge the
wisdom of this move. When Regional
Government amalgamated the former
Town of Milton with its rural hinterland in
Nassagaweya, the Brookville works yard in
Nassagaweya was kept open, and still
functions as before. Apparently, Millon
area councillors felt centralization of
services in one locatlont was impractical.
Actonians for Action believe thal central-
ization does not necessarily make public
works service more efficient,

8. “Spent considerable funds in
Recreation to provide two new swimming
pools, refurbish two old arenas and built
many tennis courts ete.” Is Councillor
McKenzie's memory so bad that he doesn't
recall that Acton’s Lion's Centennlal Pools
was approved and initiated under the
former Town Counctl of Acton, with funds
generaled by the sale of town-owned land,
as well as public donations? Aclon's pool
would have been builf regardless of
Hegional Government. Revenue from the
sale of town-owned land also went twoards
arena roof repairs and the construction of
tennls -courts; both allocations being op-
proved PRIOR to Halton Hills belng

created! |

9. "Acquired excellent department heads
to plan and contrel our growth and operate
Halton Hills in & business-like manner.”
The citizens of Acton, through their ex-
periences with these various departments,
could ‘certainly provide some ecritical
opinions on just how efficlently these
depariments arc being operated.
Councillor McKenzle in his letter in-

reply to McKenzie

dicates that he feels Halton Hills' mest
urgent need at the present time is an
Administrative Building. His position on
thia rather expensive matter seems now to
be totally contrary to his election campaign
statements in 1976, where he slated em-

phatically that he would not support further

consideratiop for expansion of the
municipal Administrative Building.

According to his letter, the three local
councillors spent “many hours” with
Actonlans for Actlon to explain the many
advantages of being part of Hallon Hills.
The facts are that Councillors McKenzie,
Duby and Marks attended one meeting of
our committee ecarly In 1977 for ap-
proximately two hours and answered
general questlons. Councillor Marks also
provided statistical documentation to one of
our Sub-committees. We {eel this hardly
constitutes ‘many hours™.

Strangely, the Regional Councillor
claims that our briel refers to the poar
condition of Acton’'s Town Hall. Is he
reading the same briefl we presented? At no
time have we ever referred to Acton’s Town
Hall in our prescniation. He seems lo be
confusing us with another group of Acton
citizens atlempting to save our Town Hall
building. His comment here seems totally
irrelevant.

Finally, we believe Councillor McKen.
zte's perspective on the aclivities of
Actontans lor Action should be viewed with

o strong degree of skepticlsm. In an article
in the Toronlo Star, January 5, 1977, Mr.
McKenzle is quoted as saying"One of the
problems is that there has always becn
great rivalry between Acton and George-
town,” The arlicle reads that Councillor
E:Kgnzt;lﬂaid ;uz belleves the review by

ctonlans fo -
Lh;}!:l!e- r Aclion group is wor

e article goes on to say *“‘McKenzie sa

he thinks the province mzde a mistoke :g
pulting Acton and Georgetown into the new
Town of Halton Hills, It might have been
better, he said, to have created a fifth
municipality in Halton so that Acton and
Georgetown could have continued as
separate municipalities.”

Was our Regional Councillor quoted
accurately in that Toronto Star article? If
s0, what has caused him to abandon those
earlier views which were in line with the
objectives of Actonlans for Action?

In conclusion, we hope that we have
clarified our position to the citizens of Acton
and Hailon Hills generally, while respon-
ding lto the statements made by our
Regional Councillor, G.W. McKenzie.

Respectfully,

Peter ). Papillon,
Chalrman.

Nur:_nan H. Elliott
\:'ICE- Chairman
Actonians [or Action

: " v ; l\.

Council chairs $1,033

If plans go as scheduled
Halton Regional Councillors
will find themselves perched
on chairs valued at more than

furniture for the council
chambers furnishings for the
chairman’'s office and the
staff offices are to stay the

$1,000 when they move inlo same.

:'f"' new regional headquar-  Tha  committee  Tecom-

ers, mended purchase of the
Chairs under consideration chairs during &  recent

now are valued at $1,033 each
but the actual cost to the
region will be belween $500
and $600. The choice of the
chairs has yet lo be ratified
by council but has been ap-

Emvfd by the
wilding committee.

region's

While the committee has
opted to recommend new

“Board

‘Planning beard proce-
dures are falling apart at the

mecling. According lo con-
sultant Paul Almis the chair
is the same chair that famous
chess player Bobbie Fisher
insists on using.

. The chair was initially
designed for use in the Times-
Life Building in New York
City. Almis describes it as a
classical Jeather chair.

falling

ment that's a different thing,
then of course the polnt of it is

seams” commented board o hear the public's views,"
Chairman Hoy Booth Moyor Tom Hill said plan-
Tuesday night, as he asked oning board is becoming
guldance frorn members on bogged down, and urged

the' public's participation in
meelings when they are not
on the agenda, and it is not &
public hearing on a planning
amendment.

He explained he felt he was
in o dilemma when peaple in
the audience put up their
hands to speak, but were not

on the agenda, He contended

the mectings were getting out
of hand, with people talking
for long times, and trying to
debate with planning board
rather than asking questions.

He emphasized he was all
in favor of people making
submissions {o the board, but
wanted them to be on the
agends. “When it's an adver-
tised public meeling to
discuss a planning amend-

fuster answers. “We have o
stop keeping people hanging
and say we approve or don't.
[Jelays only add to the cosls in
the long run."

Councillor Pat McKenzie
said Lhere are no hard and
fast rules for this type
meeting, nnd said it would be
hard to enforce.

Councillor Mike Armstrong
admitlied he had bheen con-
cerned for a long time about
procedure at planning board,
and contended councillors

-want to nppease residents of

their ward who are sitting in
the audience. '1t’s got so far
agut of line no one can conduct
a proper meceting.™

Councillor Les

Duby
argued  councillors

are

Service in old church

The annual Thanksgiving service held by the Credit
Valley Conservation Authority will be celebrated again
this year in the 140 year old ""White Church” south of
Bellountain, Sunduy, Oclober 9, at2.30p.m.

The tiny church is expected to be crowded, as sight-

- seers viewing the fall folinge, join in the service,
conducted by Very Hev. David W, Hay,- Pasl
Maoderator of the Presbyterian Church in Canada, and

minister of Knox Church, Caledon

Presbyterian Church.

Eﬂs_l, and Claude

Almis conceded that it
might seem like a lot of
money but he eloims it is an
cconomic way to go in the
long run.

“As the region becomes the
focal point for other govern-

mental agencies the cham-

bers will be used more and
more, The chambers and the
chair will get heavy use and
the councillors are concerned

aboul creating a suitable at-

mosphere,”

The chairs now in use in the
current chambers will be
allocated for use in the larg-
¢st of the new commities
rooms.

apart”

clected to do o job and think
for themselves, even if it

. means “'pofitical suicide.” He

recalled he had open space ail
around his house for yeuars,
but the land was zoned for
residential buildings and is
now all built up. “There's too
much telling people what they

~can do with their land when

it's zoned properly.”

Councillor Marilyn Ser-
jeantson  suggested  the
casiest method may be to
have no one speak unless they
are listed on the agenda, bul
written submissions could
Mways be senl to planning
hoard. '

A 15 or 30 minute time slot
al the beginning of _the
meeling vor the public to put
forward their views, withoul
having to be on the agenda
wag suggeslted by Councillor
Walter Biehn. " This would be
for anyone who happens to be
in the audience and might
salve some of our problems in
the long run.”

Finally planning board
tlecided to ask Planner Mario
Venditti to preparc o report
on the provisions of the
Planning Act and recommend
procedures for planning
board meelings.

Skerrett
checks

vandals [

Halton Regional Police
Chlef Ken Skerrett is taking a
first hand look at vandalism
In the north. So far he's found
little.

Tours of Georgetown and
Actlon last week turned up few
people on the streels, Chief
Skerrett told pelice com-
mission Thursday in Oak-
ville. The chief sald he'll

‘make additional Inspections

on weekends.

There was not a person on
the streets for 45 minutes in
Georgetown, chief Skerrett
said, Last Wednesday night in
Acton he eaid he saw four
people on the streets. He said
the same findings were made
in two separate trips during
weekdays,

The inspections will help (o
decide if police are going to
put additional men on the
street.

Further reporls are also
being waited on, before a
decision is made, the chief
said,

Il the results remain the
same, [ can't justily putting a
man on the sireet, Cheif
Skerrelt said. '

CHARGEX
T

OPEN: MONDAY
Tues. Weds. & 5at.

9:00 - 6:00
Thurs. -Fri.

9:00 - 9:00

$29.00
Vest 153
$42.00
Skirt 160
. ¥ \ $28.00
Blazer 165 ’

$55.00
Pant 156
$30.00
Wescoat 151
$25.00
Sweater 644
$24.00

Acton Home

Metric — 98% of the world
knows it — so it must be easy..

Kirren Knits arthe office.

The look is always “just right” for the of(ice
and the sheer comfort is something you'll

love more with every wearing. And best af

all, they're completely machine washable for
easy care, The perfect outfit, '

Serving You In

FERGUS ACTON BOLTON STREETSVILLE

* Mo Fancy Packagns » No Fancy Prices

WE BUYIN BULK AND PASS THE SAVINGS
ONTO YyOut

—Bring your own container—Buy only what
- you need AND SAVE on quality natural foods-

cooking oils- spices—-shampoos
with your own container —.__.___79 ib,
Australlan

sHLTANA RAwme B87¢

Stoneground Whoele Wheat

PASTRY rLotn_ 19

STORE HOURS

Tues, Wed, Sat, 10-6; Thur. & Fri, 10-2; Clased Mor,
Now Open Sunduys from 12 to 5:30 pom.

877-1955
620 MAIN ST, GLEN WILLIAMS

Natural Foods e Cheeses |

63 Pitd

LADIES WEAR

113 Mill §t. E.
ACTON
853-0041

L

Blouse 171
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THE SIGN SAYS SLOW and that is what the work has been along high—

way No, 7. Rain has hampered the construction ;
. the work out beyond its nr?gemﬂl schedule, crews’ efforts, dragging

r-.----------ﬂ
!

1 HEARING AID
CENTRE

~ACTON -
22 Main St. South
8532211 |

—GEORGETOWN-,
Marketplaca Optical

Marietplace Plaza
ar?-3662

Having A Hearing Problem?

Probiems With Your
Hearing Aid?’

Mr. F.L.Burkewilt bein...........

. Georgetown—Friday, September 8 - § a.m. to 12 noon
l Acton—Friday, Soptember 8 - 1 p.m. to 3 p.m.

. ' s
- --Zf’/ﬂwm HEARLE A3

e
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; SERVICE i

_- _ WEaReRY
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EAR PIERCING!!

ONLY $700
MARILYN'S

Qillage Boutique

124 MILL ST. E. * ACTON * 853.3910

Bl o Lo WL S S T B o i e g T B e g il e g T O T
a L] # # »

Mercury Zephyr

ﬁktcmyhph]-rz-ﬂt.hhh!.um Decor Optlon

1978 Ford and l\nfnlercury

NEW CAR SHOWING
Friday and Saturday, Oct. 7th and Sth

COME IN AND SEE

THE ALL NEW

JJ i h-w"'-.-.-'-r
‘{E ‘ L 3

s l-‘lf::hr. Fo ol hpdon I Ih-ﬁ""--'llun—l-ﬁl;n.. “u.'-'l-'l-n-“'

REFRESHMENTS
- SERVED

45 MAIN ST, N, ACTON
TEL. {519} 8532370 ar
BRAMPTON (414} 453-1781

L

La-r"-.-w-n-n

Hardware

853-1730
. DEPENDABILITY

DRUMATIC
POWER HUMIDIFIER

Pkg includes
Humidistat
& all accessories

Sanitized “Micra Duster”’

FURNAGCE FILTER

CHOICE OF
10 x 20"
16 x 20"
20 »x 20"
11 x 20"

Other sizes
availabla

20 x 26"
16 x 25"
Eﬂ, X 24"

114

CAULKING NEEDS

GAULKING

s



