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A rcw manths ngu 1 started to wnh:- an lwﬂ thmgs peuple
have asked about — ploneering and loneliness. The firsl was
easy bul I'm having trouble with lhe “Joneliness™; it's such
an elusive subject and hard to fsn down, Also, it takes many

f[orms.

There is no
here in the sense of nol secing
a soul for months at a time.
We've neighbours, {riends and
co-workers the same as back
east talmost the same). Bul
afthough I've made a * ‘niche”
for myself, the feeling of being
oul of place in a friendly land
persists,

This [eeling of displacement
becomes quile strong as [ look
over ke counlryside; . even
while I'm admiring the view,
somelhing inside 15 yearning
for winding roads, rolling
hills, rail fences, rocks and
maple trees.

And when 1 see a familiar
Lype of rolly hill, or take a turn
onn the read that bends al &
familiar angle, my heart leaps
in a moment of misplaced
recognition.

This happens with people
and cors, loo. There are (olks
here wilh strong resems-
blances to Acton acquaint-
ances iMarylin in the Free
. Press office, Reeve Don
Matheson, the sister of 1sobel-
that-used-to-be-in-1GA, and so
on, I's as though theyTe
made from the sume mold,
one {or the east and one for the
wesl,

And speaking of reeves, |
got quite a jolt when [ went to
open a bank account and the
name on the manager’s door
wag, the familiar one of Erin
’I‘mms]l:ps past reeve, Lloyd
Lang.

With the cars, {']l spot an old
maroon Oldsmobile and think
happily “There’s Alma in
town'', then realize that Alma
MIGHT be in town, but i
wouldn’t be one in Alberla.

Cannever go home

There's another aspect of
loneliness, one that I look
many months o recognize.
After we arrived here, parl of
a lune began running through
my head almost constantly; 1
couldn't recognize it and I
couldn't forgel it.

By coincidence, in Dr, Joyce
Brother's column she  was
asked about this, and replied
¢in part! that it might be &
tune associated with a parti-
cular event, or the words
themselves could be im-
pertant.

And months later, when I
finally heard the song on the
radio, everything fell nlo
place. The song lthﬂ'“ was “'24
Hours to Tulsa” and the
elusive words (o the line that
stuck in my head were "You
CAN NCVET, never, never go
home again,”

I sat and wep! because it
was irue.
separated and we were each
going our own way. Every
issu¢ of the Free Press an-

Acton and T had

“loneliness’

nounced changes to the Acton -

woe hold in our minds -~ babies
are born, people die, buildings
burn, and are built, blISEHE'th‘S
change hands, people retire,
others move away. .

It would seem so strange lo
be back, with Frank Oakes,
Ray Thompson and Ben Rach-
lin no longer in business, no

bakery, changes in IGA, the

hardware, friends no longer
there, and so on.

And me? Yes, I've cha nged.
1 guess that pgoes withoul

saying.
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The last aspect of loneliness
ls **homesickness", something
that cannot easily be ex-
plained or deseribed lo some-
one who has net felt il. The
word conjures up pictures of
miscrable little kids at
summer camp, wanling to go

home aflter four or [ive days.

But it's more than that, It's
an unexplicable yearning for
places and faces familiar, a
yearning that can be phy-
sicnlly painful at its worst.
I've heard it described as a
desperate hunger of the heart.
Itis.

Oh, I'mi nol wandering
around wringing my hands
and making life miserable for
all who come near. Far from
it. Bul there are days that are
hard to tatk about, let alone
get through. Lasl year, know-
ing that I'd be writing about
loneliness soener or later, 1
began jotting down feelings
every now and then, when |
wentintloa slump.

fluther than polish them all
up tas a writer should do), I'll
copy lhem unadorned i:xm,.tl}r
as wriflen.

April '76: [ find my m':ml
latching on te [omiliar things
and savouring them. When our
new dressers arrived, the big
event was digging out the few
dresser scarves that had been
brought with us by mistake,
and carefully smoothing them
oul, thinking “This one was

used in our bedrmm. and this

onein Beth's.

Last night 1 went to the back
door and heard the spring
peepers’ songs  filling  the
night. 1 could close my eyes
and imagine the Esquesing
countryside around me, that
very familiar tung:hlc
presence, so familiar 1 don't
need to see it-to feel it
surround me,

I sound homesick, don't 17

August, 1976: When you
grow up in a place {{rom the
time 1 was 26 till I was 37}, you
grow up to fit it. In building o
house, it's shaped to fit you
and your personality., No
matier what read you're on,
there's always somewhere to
drop. in. As your children
grow, you acquire friends that
can never be replaced. . .as
you find out too late.

This is alien world where the
house seems Lo batlle with me
.every day, where it's all men's
talk aboul cars, oil,
snowmobiles f{ences, and
cattle,

Very lonely, Over a year
singe | sal down and had a
long serious conversation with
another woman. What a
backlog of “woman talk is
pilingup.t”

November, 1976: Today my

-memory fed all kinds of pic-

SATUHDAY BREAKFAST AT th
risers. Above on the far side of t

e Legion was enjoyed by many early
he table sits Grace Thorp of Toronto

beside May Vaughan of Islington with Shannon Johnston, 8, of Acton

Boulevard and Patrick Johnston age?7.
is Jennifer Johnston, age 4, beside

On this side of the break[ast table
Leslie Johnston,

First meeting held by UC W Nextweek

The U.C.W. held thelr first
mecting of the fall in the
Indles’ parlour of Trinity
United Church at 2,30 ‘Tues-
day, September 13, Mrs. Lid-
kea in the choir opened with

m Inasmuch. .

All stpod for two minutes

silence [or a Jate beloved

Arts, crafts sale

The September meeting of
the Acton Arls and Crails
group was held on Tuesday,
September 13 at the home of
Jean Weir on the Fourth Line,
and plans were made for their
eighth annual exhibition and
sale which will be held on
Saturday, October 29th at 5t.
Alban's Parish Hall.

This year's officers are
Rosemary Stochr, president;

Del Howse, treasurer, and-

Laura Diltrich, secrectory.
Members look forward to
meeting their friends at the
October show.

member ﬁlyrﬂe Lambeert.

Mrs. Denny had the devo-

tion peried and took as her
themme 1nity of all races
regardless of color or creed.
She told how the world’s day
af prayer [irst started.

Bible reading was from
Luke 22 verses 14 to 32, Mrs.
Barber read a poem Breaking
Bread.

A leller was read from the
adopted child. A pholo was
sent along showing a very
intelligent child.

Secretary ond treasurer's

reports were  read which
showed a very healthy bank
balance for the year so [ar.

Mrs. Shoemaker's report of
sick and shul in's was given,
She reported the moving of
Mr. and WMrs., George Bow-
man to their new home in
Brantford: they will
greatly missed.

Next roil call was o shower -

of tea towels and wush cloths.
Through the summer 14
home calls and 10 hospital

Greenock members tell of trip to B.C.

The first fall meeting of
Greenock W.1. was held at the
home of Mrs. Eleanor
McKeown, Sept. 6. President
Mrs. Mildred Sinclair opened
the meeting in the con-
stilutional manner.

Meditation was given “The
Legend of the Dogwood™”’, by
Mrs. Ann McGeragle.

The roll call “Tell
something of mteresl you did
this past summer’’ was well
answered by 14 members.
Minutes and financial report
of the Junc meeting were

tures to me involving friends
I've left behind, impromptu
shopping trips, trail rides,
long phone conversalions,
running back and forth with
good news, bad news, puzzling
news, the fancy dinner
Dorothy Allen and [ once had
when our husbands were away
hunting.

Am I the person who thought
she was soindependent?

Bul isn'l this wha! [ wanted?
To leave e place where |
fitted in so well, was cog-
cooned so well; and in
becoming “the odd one out”,
have to stand om my own,
sharpen my wils?

Oh T am=bul every now and
then ! get swamped with o
toneliness my family can't fill.

Today

Today is September 8, 1977,
In 13 days Gord and [ will be
loading up the lruck and head-
ing back east for a couple of
weeks, Hall of me is all ex-
cited at the prospect of seeing
family and friends again. The
other hall is going all lo
pieces.

So if you should see a blue
half-ton with a white camper
and Alberta licence plates
around town belween Sepl. 26
and Qct. 9, give a shout and
wave. For I'll be carrying the
picture of those familiur faces
back Lo here to Buck Creck, o
smile over and hang onto, the
next time [ start sliding into
one of my blue funks. . .or as
they say around here, "When
the grungies get me.”’
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Annual Craft Show and Sale

AT THE VILLAGE HALL

- SEPT. 24, 25

10 AM. -6 P.M,

*Aduits 76c *Children 25¢ *Under 6 Free
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'IIOME . GOMMEHL‘IAL

333 Guslph S1.

I-I'I:ﬂ USITED CO-OPERATIVES OF nnw

Georgetown Farm & Home Centre
£. 877-221N

maRiEg
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OPEN: Mon,, Tus., Wad.Bam. 10 530 p.m.
Thury,, Fei. 8 a.m. t0o D p.m. - Sat. B a.m. 106 p.m.

read reminding all it is time
to put head and hands back in
aclion.

Carrespondence included a
card from Mrs. ° Jas.
McCulloch, Australia and o
letter from a CCW penpal
Mrs. Armatrading, E-:t Kills,
West Indies,

Mrs. E. McGeragle was
plected delegate  to the
Guelph Areq convention held
Nov. 3 and 4 at Bingeman
Park, Hl’tchunf:r.

One item of busmess im
portant to subdivision 12
eleeling o new board mumimr
to replace Mrs. Myrtle Heid.
The Senior short course from
the Ministry of Agriculture
and Food 15 Quilts. Leader-
ship training is scheduled
from Wed. and Fri. Oct. 19-2]
10 o, to 3 pan, each day
held at  the Arboretum,
Guelph University.

Final plins were made for
ttw exhibils in Acton Fair,
The proup display was in
charge of Mrs. E. Wallace,
Mrs, J. Johnslon and Mrs, o
Allan.

A donation was given
towards sponsoring Lhe baby
show. ’

Alrs. M. Sinclair and Mrs.
F. MeKeown were delegates
to the Both anniversary of
Women's Institutes
movemeni in Ontario started
hy Adelaide Hoodless and
Erland Lee. Approximately
} 400 attended. Mrs. Lyvndsay
Hacket-PPain was the guest
speaker, ACWW  henorary
treasurer Mrs. G, 12, Conant,
g4 years old, is now the only
living person  who  was
present at the first meeting
with her mether whe became
the first branch president.

Mrs. Hacket-Pain's
message was Lel us keep an
open mind by tooking out

LIGHTING SHOWROOM
Retail and Wholesale

GERRIE ELECTRIC
SUPPLY CO. LTD.

Wi cewle e ot ol bulo

4 Armsiiong Ave Geo
811 7364

Mo Fii Bam. Spm.

rather than in.

The resolutions con-
venership was in charge of
Miss 1. Pearen. She read
important  highlights  from
Mrs. Maluski. Resolutions we
should keep for vach day of
the week in Home and
Country Winter 1977,

The  highlight  of  the
meeling was  experiences
5rs. K. Sinclair and Miss E,
PPearen shared and told of on
their trip to British Columbia,
i reciprocal visil with our
sister provinee. On arrival
they were presented  with
burlap carry-all bags com-
plete with o dog wood thHLli
Special baggage tags of B
W.1. colours green and ;..,nld
were given them to sce al a

glance they belonged to the
group.

They visited Port Nanaimo,
home of the famous bathtub
races, Tele-Globe  earth
station, Lhe Centre f{or
lelephone world wide,
Cathedral Grove with lrees 36
foul in diameter—10.98
mefers.

Bucharl Garden was a
paradise. They enjoved a sea
fnod dinner, 2 bhanguet af
Dunean amd Vietoria. They
were given a chart including
seeds and pictures of the
Irees that would grow {rom
these seeds, also o lea towel
with  the BC motto.
ISverything went well and
they  enjoyed renewing
acquaintanees they had made

ANNIVERSARY SERVICES

Limehouse Presbyterian Church
Sunday, Sept. 25 —11a.m.and 7:30 p.m.
Rev. Dr. Chas. C. Cockrane

Formaor Minister — Guest Speaker

TURKEY SUPPER

Wednesday, Sept. 28 -5p.m. togp.m.
¢ Aduits $3.50 « Children6-12%1.75
* Pre Schoolers FREE
AHEARTY WELCOME FO)ALL

Meals-On-Wheels

COULD START SOON IN ACTON

We Need You!

Do You Hava Time To Spare —
As Little As Half An Hour Once A
Week — To Drive or Deliver Meals?

PLEASE CONTACT TERAY CRUBBE AT
mmmmm
© THEY

853-3310

Many Volunteers Are Needed To Make
The Projact A Success.

The meals will be brought hot to Acton teady to deliver
between 12 and 1:30 p.m. five days a week.
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Guard Your

Family's Health

Glllettes lO Car 8oy
akthrough Contest

Entry Forms and Deatails at Your Gunrdfan Drug Store!

Gillette

FOAMY
Shave Cream

1.09
- 11 or.

et e

Gillette

TRACII
Cartridge b's
99°.

.| TAME

Hair Spray
'1 -ag 13 oz

’-I--

RID

Exira
- ExtraDry

ROLL:ON

:"Ir'lh -perspr ant deodorant

.Creme Rinse

*1.09...

9943ml

ACTON PHARMACY .n.

CORNER MILL and MAIN @ ACTON * 853-1620

when South Vancouver Island
district came to Wellington
Centre in 1975, The local
ladies presenled a scroll to
the district in B.C.

After a most cenjoyable
evening the meeting closed
and lunch was sepved by Mrs,
. Winter and DMrs. J.
Jackson.
courtesy convener inviling
the ladies to her home for o
craft meeting in Oct.

be

Mrs. A. Leslie was.

calls were made. Different
projects were discussed for
Lhe coming year and decided
on. A social time was spent
over lunch served by Mrs,
Lidkea's group.

NIOLigH

Lists of prize winners in
compelilion at Lhe fall [air
will appear in next week's
Free Press. There will also be
more stories and pictures for
readers to enjoy.

-

1977
Austin Marinas

FACTORY CARS--FACTORY WARRANTY

R G.!"

._3.,_:1
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LPOIG0D

2 and 4 Doors

2 & 4 Door
from

*31

5 FULLY
EQUIPPED

{MMEDIATE DELIVERY
OPEN SATURDAYS

GEORGETOWN

BRITISH CARS

375 GUELPH ST, (Hwy. 7} GEORGETOWN

B77-5235

brazier

FAMILY NIGHT STARTS TUESDAY

September 27 5 p.m. till closing
Qur Family Night Special is back again—and will be Tuesday Night of each waﬂk.

Guelph St. at Rexway Dr.

‘Georgetown 877-2586

457-1952

ot

L}
oL

brazier.

*Reg. trademark Canadian Trademark Office - Amernican DAIRY QUEEN Corporation




