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Committee’s re glonal government brief declares

Actonians should control their own destiny and

Rere, deciares

overnment should be restored
brief on regional government

prepared by the Actonians for Action committee

which is being presented today

(Wednesday).

The enforced mamﬂ ge of Acton and Georgetown

in the new system

regional government was

poor political judgment and proved to be dis-

ruptnre and de

ental to the future of Acton,

the brief states. The strungly-wnrded four- page

presentation cites widening dis

between

Acton and Georgetown, loss of dent ty and in-

creased cuats un

r regiunal government.

The brief is in response to a request from a

committee of regional council stu

which institated
The cop

ying Bill 151

regional government here.
py of the brief is b{!i é resented today
to Don Gordon, chairman

e commitiee,

Other copies are also tEs:ung to councillor Pat Mc-

Kenzie whn gits on

e committee, councillors

Les Duby and Peter Marks, clerk-administrator

Doug Prltchardandh!l P.P. Julian Reed.
Regional government should be re-evaluated

with intensive input from Acton citizens, the

brief declares.

Following s the complele
brief;
A brief to the Commiitee of
HaJion Reglonal Councll Reviewing
BOi 151
Sirs:

We believe that there are

three major criticisms that pe

can be directed:-towards the
HReglonal Government struc-
ture created by Bill 151 in 1573.
These criticisms are directed
principally at the implemen-
tation of Regional Govern-
ment in the area of what is
today called Halton Hills.
First of all, it is obvious
after almost three and one-
half years of Reglonal Govern-
ment that one of the main
precequisites of a successful
regional - system, a sirong
community of interest bet-
ween the amalgamated
parties, has failed to develop
in Halton Rilis. Provincial
theoreticians claimed that
strong community of interest

was & Decessary, I not vital, -

ingredient, and yet proceeded
to legislate the amalgamation
of two geographically
separate wurban municl-
palities, Acton and George-
town, which historically hove
had very little, if any, com-
munity of  interest between
them. Experience over the
past three and one-half years
has actually indicated a
widening disparity between
the former towns of Actonand
Georgetown. We believe this
has been caused by a feeling in
the former Town of Acton of a
gradual, demoralizing loss of
identity.

This loss of identity is the

. second area of serious dissat-

Isfaction with Regional
Government, particularly
Halton Hills. -

The urban areas of Oakville,
Burlington and Milton all re-
tained, after the implementa-

_tion of Bill 151, autenomy over

thelr own area councils, Such
was not the case in Hallon
Hills, The merglng of the
urban centres of Georgetown
and Acton Into one area
council structure has had far-
reaching repercussions.
Disappearance of Acton's
Town offices and council
chambers, transfer of ad-
minlatrative and works de-
partment personnel out of
town, dissolution of mosl
former boards which allowed

and encouraged citizen inpu.
into Jocal municipal decision
making, have all contiributed
to Lhe feeling of loss of iden-
tity. Transfer of control of
local water and sewer con-
cerns to Regional Works
reonnel, with vastly inferior
knowledge of and experience
with local requlrements has
crealed much bad [eeling in
Acton. Frustration over the
erosion of control over our
own wurban situation is
widespread. Indeed, the disap-
pearance of Aclon's name
{tself has produced sirong re-
sentment to the resiructured
government now operating in
Hallon Hills under Bill 155.
Previously, nine elected
officials from the community
of Acton handled the various
elements of muncipal
government, Today, under
Bill 151, three elected offictals,
earning three times the salary
of our former councillors, are
spread too thin in thelr elforts
to represent Acton’s [nterests
in the oadministration of
Halton Hills, We feel it is
almost impoasible for three

people lo satisfactorily look-

alter day to day needs of the
Town of Acton in the areas of
town administration, works,
planning and recreation.
Experience has also shown
over the past three and ope-
hal{f years restructured
government under BIill 151,
that oulsiders, albeit duIy
elected to Halton Hills council,
have acquired a cnnlrnlling
interest over the destiny of the
Town of Acton, This is made
possible by the unbalanced
representation at Halton Hills
Council. By virtue of their
larger numbers, Georgetown
councillors now are able to
influence votes on Acton
issues in spite of the wishes of
Aclon councillors. Such is not

poasible in Georgetown, where:

at least they have enough
strengthtoretaln a semblance
of control over their own
autonomy. Control over
decisions affecting local Acton
peaple has passed into the
hands of a controlling
majority of ten non-Acton resi-
dents, who may or may not
support the wishes of Acton's
own three elected councillors,
We do not accept that this
sltuation is either just or

{Continued on page 7)
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BUILDING PRODUCTS OF Canada employees

and management celebrated three

years of

accident free work Monday. A party was held in
the plant with special guests, including Halton
Hills’ mayor Tom Hill, A special cake, with all
the employees names iced on, is held by Hector

ACTON, ONTARIO, WEDNESDAY, JUNE 22, 1877 |

N

Dai l
Rubbe

Twenty-Six Pages—Fifteen Conts

epresentative of an 603 of the United
urkers on the right, and BP plant

mana er Brian Lockhart on the left, Caompany

officia
event.

s came from Montreal and Toronte for the

Grand opening ceremonies
at the old town hnll Thursday,
June 30 at 7 p.m. will herald
the beginning of Back to
Acton Days, the exeiting first
presentation of the new Busi-
ness Association. A weekend
full of activilies is planned,
ending with the firefighters’
fireworks on Sunday night.

The Dominion Day week-
end coincides with the mer-
chanls’ ambitious promotion.

-~ Although most stores are

town hall to

closed Friday,. July 1, special
events will continue.

The enthusiustic planners
expect to draw people to the
downtown aren for three full
days, and Mill St. will be
blocked off from Lhe tracks to
the main corner {or most of
the time. Willow will also be
blocked off to the {own hail.

The town hall has been
chosen as the focal theme for
the bash, since it atlracted so
much  interest  in tm.-.r n

recently. T\.m per cent of
gross sales on'the three days
will go toward the new lown
project.

They are also cashing in on
the concern over the town's
identity with the Back to
Acton theme,

Former mayors—Hien
ltachlin, John Goy, Dr. Frank
(lakes and Les Duby—have
all been asked to participate
in the grand opening.

A special flyer which will

Seeking assurance

town hall to be saved

to save the hall.

Halton Hills councillors are
eager to find out if the Acton
town hall will be saved before
proceeding with more plans
for renovating the fire hall

Alan Zeegen, Alan Zeegen
Associates, senl a reprt to
Hallon Hills council Monday
night noting part of the fire
hall cantract will include new
shingles for the roof of the
town hall.

Councillor Russ Miller soid
he was wary of having this
done in the event of the hall is
demolished laler.

He snid the town needs (o
[ind out if the hall will be

Town rejects
hydro corridors

For the second time in less
than a week, Ontario Hydro
failed in a bid to get a zoning
bylaw and  Esquesing
ﬂmcial Plan amendment to
allow hydro  cortidors

rough town.

Last Tuesday Halton Hills

planning board rejected the
raqueut and Monday counci
turned it down.

John Bousfield, represent-
ing Hydro, sald there were
twe lines iIn question—
Bradley to Milton and
Nanucoke to Pickering.

He explained towers are up
on the east-west corridor and
the land is owned by Hydro.
The public ulility firm has

lon to go ahead &nd
put up the wire everywhere
e.-::cn in Halton Hills.

is the public interest
belng served by f{urther de-
lays on this route? Bousfleld
asked. He added he waen't

referring to (he public In-
terest just in Halton Hills but

throughout Southern Ontario.

Mayor Tom Hill said he
didn’t think there was much
chance the town would
change its mind and give
Hydro the go-chead (or either
the east-west or. north-south
corridors until residents get
the independent study they
are asking for.

Councillor Peter Marks
said hewas under the impres-
ston there is enough hydro in
Southern Ontario right now
and no industry was suffering
because of lack of power.

H-nusfli:ld said Marks might
be right but his opinlon was
{nfluenced by the great haste
with which Hydro wants to
proceed with the project. He
thinks it Is badly needed.

Councillor Russ Miller said
the town should stick to its
decision not to approve the
corridor. He said he wasn'l
Impressed with the way
Hydro “abuses people.”

Councillor George Maltby
sald council’s concern was
“with Hydro's lack of com-

plete  honesty with the
people.”
- He was worrled approval of

the east-west corridor would
prejudice the case against the
north-south line and added he
didn't know why Hydro was
trying to come through Es-
quesing in two locations.

“Many taxpayers are
spending a lot of money
trying to extract some
honesty [rom Hydro,” Maltby
declared.

On a recorded vote HI,
Mallby, Miller, Marks, Les
Duby, Pat McKenzie, Pal
Patterson, Mike Armstrong,
Peter Pomeroy and Roy
Boolh all voted to uphold the

revious- planning board re-

tion. Councllors Peter
Morris, Walter Blehn and
Marilyn Serjeantson were ab-
sent.S¢e more on the corridor
inside,

saved belore $1,000 isspent on
new shingles.

Mayor Tom Hill said the
town i% wailing to hear [rom
the Acton Citizens' commit.
tee Lo see if they ean raise the
funds te save the hall.

He said the town can't wait
for an answer much longer
hecause Zeegen will start
working on plans for the fire
hall soon and they witl cost
comey.

Councillor Les Duby said
the citizens' group was
holding their third mecting
Monday night and was
working hard to find revenue

- about

Hill  said  he thought
residents were coming back
to council with information
government  granty
within 30 doys.

Councillor George Maltby
carrected Hill neting he hail
suggested 30 days when he
was pleading the resident's
case of o delay of the town's
final decision on the hall.
Maltby said there was no
mention of a time limit of the
cilizens.

He urged Zecgen be
allowed to proceed with

{Continued on Page 2)

, money!
heneftit

go out in the mail next week
w:lt outline the program
aleng with presenting the ads
of all the co-operaling
merchonts,

Special booths will be open
on the mall and ‘Thursday
night there will be a roving
¢oncert by members of Acton
Citizens’ Band.

Friday afternoon there will
he & Bluegrass concert al the
old tewn hall including Halton
Hilis Daredevils, Kent
Tocher, The Country Ds, Earl
Burl and others.

A harbecue and beer
garden will be staged Friday
and Saturday on Mill with a
street dance Friday night.

There will be kids' movies
and free babysitting.

{Other leatures arrnnged 50
far: bake sales, crafts, anti-
gue cars, CB demonstration.

More plans are being fin-
alized cach day so there will
he more in next week's Free
Press.

There will be n 50-50 draw
and another draw for &n
afghan supplied by Acton
Yarn Barn. Proceeds are for
the town hall project,

July 1 coincides with The
Great Canadian Birthday
‘Party. There'll be parades
and special aclivities in Dtt.
awa. The theme Is *'Canada—
I want to shake your hand,”

'ARMSFUL ‘DF hunurﬂ are held hy Bett am:i Frank UHI{EH at the Citizen of

the Year dinner in the Music Centre Frida

. Dr. Oakes was the man of the

hour, the retired vet was active on counc l schmi hoard, P.U.C., and in

his church.

o I :

Back at Mill

Halton Hills engineering
department and expeclant
merchants understand King
Paving contractors could be
back in town Thursday, lo

continue their interrupted
work of reconsiruction of Mill
St.

First task will be to remove
the faulty curbing - the cause
of all the delay in the project.

New curbing will be in-
stalled by hand probably,
rather than with LthI::rge and
intriguing machine which did
part of the job last fall,

Work will begin at- the
Canadian Tire end of the
street,

| this Thursday?

Town engineer Bob Austin
thinks that as soon as a block
of curbing is done, the slde-
walk instnllers will also be
able to start to work. They
will be continuing the project

-of interlocking paving stones,

instigated by the merchants
of the Business Improvement
Area.

The pa-.rlng will begin as
spon as possible.

'“There will be inconven-
icnce when the streel is
closed off," Mr. Austin
reminds Actonians.

The pav.ng will definitely
not be done before Back lo
ActonDays.

Two plants stolen
from inside home

A baffling theft cccurred
Monday morning at the Sharp
home on five sidercad north
of town, and police are in-
vesligating several clues.

Twe large plants were
stolen fmm the living room of
the house, which sits well
back frgm the road. Nothing
else was taken.

“It's incredlble. . .and dis-
turbing,”’ say family mem-
bers. They are offering a

reward for further infor- .

mation. Anyone who can help
with information is asked lo

contact the GuelphO.P.P.
- One plant taken must have

weighed 70 pounds, and would
be very difficult to lift and get

intoa car. Itis a croton plant,
which has beautiful big
leaves in shades of green,
vellow, orange and dark red,
depending on the age of the
leaf. It is in a triangular

ellow pot. It's about {ive feet
Kigh. and its value is belween
$100 and $150.

The other is an ordinary
Wandering Jew, but a huge
hanging :ip-ecimcn valued at
about $25.

On sale

Tickets are already on sale
for an afghan and cash draw,
with proceeds toward the
town hall. The draws are part
of the big Bock l.u Acton
promotion. .

Hinton on hea dships:

Stgnatures will be gathered
for the next two weeks In
support of the Actonians for
Action brief, belng submitted
this week. i

The petition will read “We
the undersigned support the
briel submitted by Actonians
for Action to Hallun regional
council concerning regional
government under Bill 151.

“We hereby petition the
province of Ontarlo to establ-
ish an Inquiry into reglonal
government specifleally to
study the (feasibillty of
restructuring Lthe municipal-
ity of Halton Hilis into two
separate urban municipal-
ities within Halton onm"'

The sheels will be placed in
stores and pmla are being
organized lo take them door-
to-door as well.

The petition sheets will be
out until Saturday, July 9, the
committees decided at a
meeting Monday night In the
library

The committee Is expecting

a signlficant response.

Marks
heads

board

New chairman of Aclon
Community Services Centre
board of direclors iz Peter
Marks, following the annual
meeting and elections in the
Y Wednesday of last week.
His sister Lonnie Harkins was
elecled vicechairman, and
will also retaln the duties of
secretary for the time being.

Several members have left
the board and newcomers
joining it who were present
are Rod Kruger, Ed Howse,

- Barb Heller and Eric Balk-

ind. -
Mr. Marks and co-ardinator
Terry Grubbe reviewed the
work and finances of the
centre for the benefit of the
newcomers. Mr. Marks ex-
plalned that tie goal has now
heen reached. The centre s
well established, successfully
used and funded by council,
Forty per cent of the funding
came [rom the reglon, forty

(Continued on Page 2)

Halton teachers gutless

" Halton high school teachers
were branded “gutless’ and
accused of selling out Lo the

- Halton Board of Education in

the chairmanship issue,
Thursday, by Trustee Bert
Hinton,

As reported in this paper
last week, teachers and the
board reached a compromise
agreement on Lheir dispute
over a board plan fo strip a
large number of teachers of
thelr title and extra pay as
department heads, minor
heads and assistant heads,

. dispute

and replace them with a
much smaller. number of
school leaders to be called
chairmen.

Director of Education Em
Lavender announced the
compromise at Thursday's
Halton Board of Education

meeling. Trustees approved:

the plan.

The long  simmering
botled over in
December when  Onlario
Secondary School Teachers'
Federation placed an em-

bargo ogainst the board

'Chamber.tradiﬁon

Beaming vet.

barring its members {rom
applying for chairmen's jobs
in nine Halton schools which
hadn't already the
old department head system.
Six  schecls  voluntarily
dropped the old system of
schoo! organlzation in favor
of chairmanships.

From the outsel of new
contract taiks teachers made
it clear chairmenships would
be an issue. When talks
stalled in May a special joint
commlttee was set up to sort

. {(Continued on page 3)

Citizen of Year

A happy group of friends
assembled Friday evening in
the Music Centre to applaud
beaming Dr. Frank Oakes,
chosen this year's Citizen of
the Year. The traditional

" evening is staged annually by

the Chamber of Commerce
with o f[east, speeches, pre-
sentations and dancing on the{
program.

‘The event was successiul -
as it alwaya Is - since friends
of the honored gugst [ill the
hall to extend sincere con-
graotulations and thoroughly
enjoy themselves.

The role of main speech

maker went to' long-time
frlend councillor G.W.
McKenzle, whoe brought

smiles and laughter as he
read the citation.

There was o huge bouquet
for Betty Oakes and for Dr,
Onkes presentotions ‘and
lctters from the Chamber of
Commerce, federal govern-
ment, provincial govern-
ment, Halton Hills Council

and Georgetown Chamber of

Commerce. Telegrams and
letters were also read, heap-
ing more praise on the night 8
reciplent,

The Oakes' f(our children
were here for the special
occasion - Carolyn with her
husband Ernle Gregory from
Homillon; Peggy Lawson
with son Ted from Milwau-
kee; Frances with husband
Husazell Gaulton and
daughters Joanne and Kelly,
Grimsby; and son George
with wife Eleanor and
daughter Nancy of Etoblcoke.

(Unable to attend were
grandsons Steven and Kevin
Oakes and Déuglas Gaulton.)

Friend and past colleague
councillor Peter Marks spoke
ond said there is no way our
{dentity will die as long as we
have people like Dr. Onkes,
He presented a certificate of
recognition.

Hert Hinton spoke on behalf
of the board of education.

On behalf of Georgetown
Chamber of Commerce presi-

der_:t George Gray presented

Dr. Ookes with a repro-
duction atlas and John
McDonald's book Halton
Sketches.

Julian Reed presented a
scroll [rom the province .

Dr. Frank Philbrook’ M.P.
gave a framed letter from the
Prime Minister.

Chamber president Louls
Charlebols joked as he
handed over the traditional
engraved plague.

A telegram was read for
M.P.P. George Kerr and a
leller from region chalrman
Ric MorTow.

Thanking the Chamber of
Commerce, Dr. = Oakes
recalled how he and Betty
had plcked Acton to live In
and said that ey have been
happy to be part of the town.
*If the politicans would leave
us alone, ,."

Dr. Dakes enjoyed sharing
a few of his reminiscences
with his smiling audience. He
remembers dear old Miss
Bennett retiring at $1600 a

{Continued on page 6)
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