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Farmers on north leg of corridor
eye Hydro’s conduct and money

Ontario Hydro's ambitions
for a power corridor from the
Bruce nuclear generaling
station to Milton depend
equally on the manner and
the amount of money the uti-
lity offers farmers along the
northern section of the line,

A general meeting of
farmers from around the
generating station to Colbeck,
near Orangeville, took a cau-
tious look at what is described
as principles put forth by
Ontarlo Hydro in a series of
closed meetings with the
Grey County Correder Com-
millee 1GCCC) exccutive.
. In three closed meetings—

at Cambridge and Orange-
ville before and after June 9
clection—Ontaric Hydro for
the first time had systems
planners, the people who
decide where a line will go, on
hand to explain why they feel
the Bruce-Milton line is
necessary and also why,
accarding to Hydro, the
Bruce-Essa line would be
soon uscless.

Hydro may also looscn its
purse sirings to encourage
farmers to either sell their
tands or allow easement.

Hydro is also toking aim on
the southern end of the pro-
posed 500 KV corridor with its
systems planners. A meeting
is slated for Friday at Tor-
onlto between the umbrella
erganization of opposition to
the line, the Interested Cili-
zens’ Group (ICG) and
Hydro.

The GCCo 0y
ICG, The ICG  :ulv _posing
construction o1 v ., also
calls for sn independent study
of the proposed route, like the
onecarried gut by the Solandt
Commission on the Nanti-
coke-Pickering line. |

“We have to be convinced
that Hydro is working in good
faith,” Jim Dunlop of Conn
satd Monday night. If Hydro
Is not on the level, Dunlop
sald, GCCC will press a divi-
sional court writ it has to halt
work on the line,

The GCCC executive
agreed to hold the writ in
abeyance during three meet-

of the

ings with provincial utility
brass which toock place
arcund election time,
During meetings Hydro
propased to sweelen eals
with northern farmers by
paying for injuricus affection,
on an easement, that is lhe
loss of value on the remainder
of the farm because of hydro
towers on the casement.
Ontario Hydro, up until the
closed meetings, always
refused to consider injurtous
affection on an easement.
Also Hydro has offered to
buy entire farms where
owners find it unprofitable to
continue, something the uti-
lity has always been in a posi-
tion to do, according to
Hydro's Director of Property
Martin Pask.
Offers on lands from Hydro

will be made well before July
25 when the utility bas the
legal right to enter the lands.
Ontarloc Energy  Minister
James Taylor OK'd expro-
priation of the norihern sec-
tion’s lands in March,

Ontario Hydro, Dunlop
said, claims its offers will be
of fair market value.

As the meelings were
taking place, and the election
winding up, cement trucks
poured [ootings for hydro
lowers in some f{armers'
fields, and steel warkers
erecled girders.

Punlop and another long
time gpponent to the corridar,
Leonard Manion, of R.R, 2,
Conn expressed guarded
optimism about the talks with
Hydro. Manion, who was at
all three meetings, was given
the reasons why Hydro insisls
on coming this way. He said
he may have been given a
snow job, but he felt he
wasn't,

Dunlop smid his confidence
stems {rom the rank of the
government and Ontario
Hydro officials at the closed
talks. Another source stated

that William Stewart, a direc-

tor of Ontarlo Hydro and a
former agriculture minister,
was present with depuly
cnergy  minister Malcolm
Rowan and Hydro's president

Douglas Gordon.

Also present were George
McCoague of the Porter
Commission on long-range
Hydro  policy; William
Hodges, president of Grey
County’'s Federation of
Agriculture and the reeve of
Proton Township Grant Pres-
tan.

Regardless of the feelings
up north, members of ICG's
executive in the south feel
Hydro's toctics in the secret
talks were shady {rom the
start.

““There's been some dirty
pool,” ICG chairman Bill
Mann of Acton said. Accord-
ing to Mann and another
source, the ICG and MPP
Jultan HReed (L. Halton
Burlington) met  cnergy
minister Taylor at Queen's
Park to discuss a recent
appeal court decision on the
southern section of the line,
which is planned o pass
through Halton Hills.

Energy minister Taylor
said he'd have to wait until
after the June 9 eleclion
before commenting on the
court's decision, Mann said.
That same day, May 130,
feelers started going ol from
Toronto Lo see il the northern
group would meet Hydro offi-
cials, Mann said,

The appeal court decision
ruled that expropriation
hearings at Acton are to hear
evidence regarding  the
merits of different roules to
take power from the Bruce.
Such a route may be the
Bruce-Essa. Those hearings,
slaled to resume next month,
dealt with the southern sec-
tion of the line, from a point
north of Highway 7 and Limoe-
house to Milton Station.

Energy minister Taylor 15
holding onto an expropriation
hearing  officer’s  report
regarding the central portion
of the proposed line, from
Colbeck to just north of Lime-
house.

The meetings isolated ths.
GCCC from the ICG and even
GCEC'S lawyer Peter Fallis.
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WINNERS OF THE.RED Cross Water Safety poster making contest were

presented with their awards Monday at Acton Lions Pool.

The awards

were presented by Red Cross Water Safety chairman Jan Bruton, left. In
front are Pierre Agnes of Limehouse (left) with Andreas Thiel of Spey-
side, In back are Jenny MacDonald of M.Z, Bennett schoel and Lynda

Wingfield of S

yside, Winners who were absent were: Hal Martin, of

Limehouse and Helen Holland of M.Z, Bennett school,

Cars bump
near school

A collision opposite Acton
High School put about $200 in

To my friends

Manion said H{ydro refused to |

meet il he asked the ICG’s
Jahn Schneider, a crilic of
Hydro's techniques,
tend,

For the first time, however,
Hydro brought along some of
its systems planners, the
people who decide where and
why power lines go. Hydro
refused several times during
expropriotion hearings at
Acton and Durham this year
and last and during the
Fnvironmental Hedring
Hoard meetings at Hillsburgh
two years ago to produce any
systems planner to justify the
roule.

Manion said he was lold by
systems planners the Bruce-
Essa line was not chosen over
the Bruce Milton roule
because of security reasons,
In ten-12 years the Bruce-
Iossa line would be of no use Lo
Hydro, Manion saul he was

to at-.

told.

Hydro, he said, plans
another nuclear generaling
station near Blind River, in
northern Ontario. When this
new station starts prﬂdu-::ing
power around 1990, it'l! run
south aleng the Essa-Klein-
berg 500 kV line. Power will
also come from the Bruce lo
Toronto, -

What we've been saying,
Manion spid is il youre
taking power irom the Bruce
to Sudbury, you don't go via
Milton. Hydro tells us that if
you're taking power {rom lhe
Bruce to Toronto, you don't
R0 by way of Essa.
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Gnce the new nuclear plant  und too unrcliable.

comes into  production,
Manion was told, any Bruce

already crossed by one hydro
to Eissa line would be too long

corridor, s moving. He's
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CHINILAE AND CAHADIAN CURINE
337 Quean St £ Beckars Plasa Actan

Tel. 853-2060

Give yourself a break

Orop in and see us for the finest Chinese
Food and Fish and Chips in Halton Hills

e HOURS »

Mon. - Thurs. 10 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Fri. & Sat. 10 a.m. - 11 p.m. Sunday 12 Noon - 8 p.m

Tel. 853-2060

~ Manion, whose farm is

looking at fnrms in Rainy
River. As of Monday night,
his barn was about to come
down, he said, for the line.
Though the GCCC has the
writ to hit Hydro with If
negotiations go astray, Dun-
lop said the farmers realize
they might delay the line, but

ﬂﬂﬂn&r or later they're going
get it. “And a8 long as
ro treals us honerably, as
th-ey Indicate they will, we’ll
go for it,"" Dunlop said.

"“We ainceruly regret the
fellas in the south feel they've
becn left out bn & limh &
Dunlop said.

BIG SUMMER
-SAVINGS

Fisher Stoves

Call Harold
844-9097

601 Parkside Drive
QOakville, Ontario

(Availabla Evenings & Weokant's)
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AND UP

damages on a car owned by
Brian Marsh, 171 Tidey
Avenue, last Wednesday
afterncon. Another car driven
by Melanijo Bray, 142 Eliza-
beth Dr., was involved in the
accident. Police say the
Marsh vehicle was parked.

Wellington AND UP

Dufferin
Peel

Ty aincenedt appreciation

for gowr efferse on my

bekalf.
Omeéaw

dedicalion can frrodiuce

Jack Johnson, M.P.P.
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Ladies’ Plastic 3 in Package

TANK TOPS 51.98 | FREEZER CONTAINERS 99"

uﬂllw[lung Ot eveny membe (} !w 6ami0qf

&\5 BARGAIN
'CENTRE

1 Mile West of Ar.tn_n 853-2380

Flags gone

A three by six foot
Canndian flag was stolen
from the front lawn of an
Eimore Drive resident,
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LIGHTING SHOWR{OM
Retail and Wholesale

GERRIE ELECTRIC
SUPPLY CO. LTD.

| Yholesats Electncsl Doty buios
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