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Listen to voice. of voters

Our voice is small.
But our voles are the same as

anywhere ¢lse - one per person.

And this time the strong swing to
the opposition Liberals in Acton
and Esquesing surely must say
something important to the party
in power. |

There can be no doubt that the
Liberal willingness to review reg-
ional government had a good deal
to do with the change this time.

In the last election, voters here
were divided in whether t{o oppose
the reigning PCs and their position
on regional government, among
other things, or whether to support
a native son, Gary Dawkins, who
was the PC candidate.

There was not an Acton person in

Why wait for

Can there really be any reason
for the delay in the final paving and
sidewalk construction on Mili §t.7
The roadways and sidewalks are
dangerous and a disgrace.

To wait throughout the winter is
understandable. Bad weather in
this country certainly stops con-
struction.

But here we are near the end of
June and the second stage of the re-
construction has still not begun.

Downgrading

Acton should have a full force in
its police station here, with a ser-
geant on duty, and not simply oper-
ate as an adjunct to the George-
town office. '

It was surprising to learn last
week that our sergeant has been
transferred and is not apparently
being replaced.

Acton is growing, and the needs
as far as policing are growing, too.
Itis no time to cut back here.

- Our calls to officials produced no
good reason why the men here
should have their supervisor in
Georgetown rather than in the
Acton office, as he always has
been, - .

Although there has been an in-

dication that the police are seeking
another location for its office, the
public has never learned what is
wrong with having the police office
remain in the town hall. It seems
anexcellent place for it.

We have heard that it is be-
coming crowded. Relieving the
men here of a supervisor and ad-
ministrative work would solve that
problem, perhaps. Is that the rea-
sonfor the change?

the running this time, and only the
issues remained.

Acton and Esquesing joined the
rest of Halton-Burlington riding in
a strong backing for the opposition
Liberals. ‘

While Halton will no doubt

remain as a region, the Con- .

servatives must now address them-
selves to the voice of the Acton pop-
ulace,

Let there be a review of regional
government at the provincial level,
as thereis at regional level.

The Actonians for Acton comm-
ittee has prepared its brief for
region council,

Now we have spoken again.

We have voted. Please listen.

paving

The matter of the liability for the
crumbling curbs is still under dis-
cussion, we are told.

The matter of who signs the
cheque that pays sor the new curbs
doesn't concern us,

The state of our main thorough-
fare conicerns us very much,

.Someone has to pay.

Why should the whole town and
all the people who use the highway
constantly be made tosuffer?

police office?

The people here still feel some-
what remote from the regional
police force, which took over from
the O.P.P. The regular complaints
about lJack of foolt patrols on the
main streets have only recently
been heeded, apparently. There
are accounts of the length of time it
takes for a policeman torespond to
a call. They do not seem to
“belong’’ to our community, All but
one live out-of-town.,

There are i3 men here now -
more than the O.P.P. ever had. Yet
the area to be covered includes
large parts of Esquesing and Nass-
agaweya, and it would be inter-
esting to know how westackupona
per capita basis. Cruisers are often
out-of-town,

Are our men as experienced as-

those in other parts of the region?

Downgrading our office will not
solve these problems,

We deserve the best policing we
can get. Surely that means a full
complement of policemen or wo-
men with a corporal or sergeant in
charge.

Long live the Queen!

Watching and reading about the
special events in Britain to cele-
brate the Queen's jubilee have
brought a surge of pride to Can-
adians. ‘

How fortunate we are to have a
sovereign and system of govern-
ment to be proud of,

The British system is of course
our system. It has been found to be
an appropriate and successful way
of regulating the lives of people for
centuries.

The monarch’s powers have
varied over all the s. At one time,
the monarchy was abolished al-

together in Britain,

Our present day ruler is one who
does her duty nobly and seemingly
with satifaction,

A living symbol, she presents the
crown in human form. Justice is
dispensed in her name in Canadian
courtls, too.

The enthusiasm which infected
the crowds in London the past week
has extended to all the corners of
the commonwealth, heightening
our awareness of her position and
the success with which she maint-
ains it.

Long live the Queen!

Of this and that

How times change!

Tom Ware recently came across
an old piece of paperwhich records
the price of building the basement
at the first cottage on the right on
the Crescent over the Maria St.
bridge.

G. Clifford was the man who
made the estimate for Mr. Ware,
on Sept. 20, 1935. Mr. Clifford was a
busy town builder in those days.

Here is what he estimated:

““Wall to be eighteen inches thick,
and six feet four inches high to
bottom of joist, Stone to be laid in
cement mortar for the first two feet
to make solid foundation. About

one part cement to six parts lime
mortar, -

“Window to be built in as shown
on plan and battened back from
frame inside. Where cellar steps go
down would like wall narrowing
down to 14 inches to give more
room for steps (as shown onplan, )

“Inside pointing to be well
flushed up and broomed off,

“Outside pointing to be done
after brick work Is finished and
block off,

“I agree to do all the Jabor and

supply all material to complete
same for the sum of one hundred
and sixty five dollars. Signed, G.
Clifford."”

HELEN DAWSON TAKES front row seat (or stand)
at the Acton Citizens' Band supper concert Sunday ;
evening. The event was graced with dry comfortable fine
weather and piper Jim Ballantine, Mount Brydges;

music centre,

-
T
L

entertained during the band’s intermission. Patients
from Countryside in Hornby made the trip to hear a
performance. The concert was outside behind the
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There's 4 big black cloud hanging over
this country, and despite the veritable
hurricanes of hot air emitted by politi-
cians, it refuses o blow away. H's name in
Unemployment.

If you have noticed that nol so many
people seem Lo belong to the curling club
or the golf club as there were, don't ima-
gine for a minute hat for some reason,
there is & drop of interest in the sport and
the conviviality of these social oases in the
desert ol our lives.’

&

It's simply and purely thal a heck of alot
of guys and gals can’t afford the fces any
more, because they are simply and purely
out of work.

As a child of the Depression, | grew up

under that big black cioud, end I know full

well what a brooding shadow it can cast
over an individual or & family. It hung over
mine for more than o decade, and it left ils
marks on the soul, if not the body.

Let's take an average [amily of today

~ confronled by this spectre, without any

preparation for it. Jack has worked for 15
years in a plant. Working conditions were
good, Pay was good, and got belter every
time the union growled, Jack belonged Lo
the union, but didn‘t attend meelings. He
had worked up to$14,000 a year as a fore-
man. Pretty good for a guy with Grade 12.

His wife Jean has been working, too, for
the past seven years, them, they had a
good income, Like everybody else, Lthey
wanted the good life, Bought a house, with
a J0-year mortgage. Traded the cor every
three years, on 6 bank loan. Plunged lor a
boat. Enjoyed a week's holiday in the
south cach winter, and two weeks at a
rented cotlage in the summer. Even went
to Europe last year,

No resl flinancial problem, ﬂlﬂ‘lﬂuﬂh.

spare money seemed rather scanty, with
infMation. But a1l payments met on time.

Suddenly the roof fell in. Jean's job wis
declared redundant as the small firm she
worked far tightened its belt agalnst rising
costs. She tried lor another, but there were
10 younger women, with more skills, for
every Job she applied for, With a rather
forced laugh, she told friends she'd de-
cided Lo stay home and be a housewife.
And, aiter all, she was collecting unem-
ployment insurance.

Still no real financial preblem. Then the
pogey ran out. Canada Manpower, that
hunk of bureaucracy as useful asteats on a
bull, had nothing for her.

Then-carthquake! Jack's company an-
nounced, with the utost regret, that it
would be closing permanently within a
month. In business double talk, the em-
ployees were informed that for some
vague reason to do with the parent plant in
the States, it was no longer feasible 'fo
maintain production at the local plant.
Translatlon: the fat federal subsldies the
company got to bulld the local plant had
run out, nlong with the special local tax
deal.

Jack discovered, with horror, that he
wat 41 years old, that he had fairly limited
skills, despite his good repulaiion as o
worker, and that there were hundreds of
young guys, who knew more than he dlid,
looking for jobs. Ile and the other feremen
were told that there might be a job for
them at the home plant in Waukegan, if
they waonted to make the mave. Not as
foremen, of course. The home plant al-
ready had {oremen.

Jack and Jean had an income of $110 &
week, unemployment insvrance. Thelr
mortgage payments were $320 a month,
car payments $5¢ a month, fuel and hydro
$70 a month. It cost them $50 a week to put
bread on the table. They owed the bank
$1,200 for the boat,

Sugar and Spice

by bill smiley

That's why they don't show up at the
curling club and the golf club. That's why
they never Lhrow a party any more, That's
why they don't go on holidays. That's why
their kids don't get new clothes on de-
mand. That is unemployment.

Boat is long gone. Fransportation is now
it beat-up pickup truck that Juck uses for
his business. Oh” yes, he's working, He
scraped up a thousand dollars and, with
his knowlege of welding and such, started
a small aute body repuir shop. The
thausand he owes has inereased to $1500,
but business is picking up. A secend mort-
gage, at 18 per cent, saved the house. But

there’ll be no maney to educate the kids. .

There'l be no more dreams of reticing en a
pretty good pension, and buying that place

“In the country. There may not even be a

marrigge. Jack and Jean light a lat these
days. Their kids don't like them much

these days. Jack gets awful drunk on
Saturday night. Jean cries a lot.

A horror story? Nope, just a modern

fairy tale, about two babes lost in the

woods of our material sociely, where
cverybody wanls to get qulte a'bit more,
and give quite a bit less,

1 feel sorry for Jack and Jean, and alf the

other people whose grasp exceeded their .

reich. They're not really to blame. In a
society that puts money, things, posses-
sions, status, at the top of the list, and
people, thrift, humilty, and integrity at the
holtom, they're just a couple of the casual
casulties.

That's unemployment, 1977 styie, Show
me some bread-lines, soup kitchens, men
who would literally sell their soul lo the
devil for a decent job, and I'll show you
some 19305 uncmployment.

OUR .READERS WRITE:

Star rep orter defends hf}nSe/f

Inlake Court,
- Mississauga,
The Editors:
The Acton Free Press,
The Independeni, Georgetown,
To The Editor; -

hMayor Tom Hill is incorrect when he
gccuses this reporter (Independent and
Acton Free Press June 81 of using confiden-
il insormation given at o May 3! Press
conference to identify the company con-
sidering takc-over of the Domtar Fine
Papers Ltd., plant at Geergetown.

The facts are that everything stated ot
the Press conference by George Gray, Pro-
gressive  Conservative” candidate  for
Halton-Burlinglon and Mayer Hill was “on
the record.” This can be conficmed by your
own Hartley Coles and George Evashuk of
The Herald.

[ can assure you that at no time was the
name of Scotl Paper Lid., hentioned to me
hy Mayor Hill or Mr. Gray as the company
interested in moving to Georgetown.

Although I informed Mayor #Hill and bMr.
(:ray at the May 31 Press conference (again
Hartley Celes and George Evashuk will
confirm? that [ already knew the name of
the company the only possible clues to Its
jdentity at the Press conference were given
publicly by Mayor Hill,

These were published on the front page of
The Independent on June §: the name of n.

Mr. Goulet, the fact tincorreet as it turned
out) that a Scolt directors meeting on the
possible take-over was being held in Van-
couver and that the company concerned
wos 4 manuiacturer of paper products.
Also, purchase of the Domtar mill was
“imminent” according te Mayor Hill and
Mr. Gray.

At the cnd of the Press conference
(during which [ didn't say the name of the
company either) Mayor Hill and George
Gray agreed quite specifically with the
statements cach had just made on the
Domtar situation although to be falr Mr.
Gray didn't say much aon the issue al that
time. However they "*fully supporied” what
cach other sald,

So far as Mr. Gray's positlon on the Issue
is concerned he told the Goergetown Hotary
Clubk May 16 thnt the location of a new in-
dustry in the Domtor plant wag “almost a
{ait nccompli,” It would possibly Ireate B850
jobs and while negolialions for the sale of
the Domtar plant were “completed” the
actunl sale had nol yet gone through,

On June 1, In my capoclty as North
Haltlon reporter for The Toronto Star |

" decided that some of the statements made

by Mayor HIll and Mr. Gray should be
checked out in the publie interest, mainty In
view of the provincial clection eampa{;n.

Acting on Informatien | had previously
received from gther sources 1 telephoned

George (O'Leary, president of Scolt Paper
Lid., only with the objective of checking the
substance of certain statements made

concerning the firm by Mayor Hill and Mr.

Gray notwithstanding the fact that the
company in negotiations with Domtar had

not at that time been named in the Press.

| can assure you that Mr. O'Leary was
some of the

most distressed wilh
misleading or incorrect statements which
had been put out concerning his company
by Mayor Hill and Mr. Gray.

As o result { had specific permission from
Mr. O'Leary to write a story for The Star

(published June 2) naming Scoft and

denying the company has any firm plans
for taking over the Domtar mill or phasing
out its existing production facilities in
Crabtree, Quebec or New Westminster,
H.C. :

It might also be interesting for Mayor Hill
andd Mr. Gray to know that I was congra-
tulated for my “integrity” by Mr, O'Leary
and Bernard Goulet, 2 Scott vice-president,
for bringing the malter of stalemenls con-

cerping their company to thelr attention ®

and on the accuracy of my subsequent story
cancerning the company’s positlon.

| would point out that had the company
substantlated the facts os given my Mr.,
Gray and Mayor Hill and had not wished its
name published under those circumstances

no story would have been written by me for

The Star.

Halton Hills Coucillor Pete Pomeroy has
bicked Scott’s oiflicial statement on the
issue. For the Town of Halton Hills only
Mayor Hill, Pomeroy and planner Mario
Vendelti took part in the talks with Scott

offlcials and at the two meetings held Mr,

Gray wasn't present aithough he does claim
he is aware of the Domtar side of the
negotiations. '

I find it quite significant that Vendelti
says he has been “Instructed” to say
nothing on the issue. Instructed by Mayor
Hill perhaps? If so, why? '

As of last week [ was personally assured
by Mr. Goulet that the fact that the com-
pany name has become public "'In no way
changes” Scott’s plans far “TAKING A
LOOK AT PURCHASE™ aof the Domlar
plant along with properties eisewhere In
Canada.

1 would suggest, with respect, that in
future Mayor Hill and Mr. Gray be much
more careful in the kind of **on the record”
statements they make at public meetings
and press conferences, especially at
clectlon time.

If they have suffered some embarrass-
ment they have only themselves {o blame.

Mr. Gray's public statement at o Kilbride
eleclion meecting that the company [n-

(Continued on page &)

The Free Press.
Back Issues

10 years ago

Taken [rom the [ssue of the Free Press
of Wednesday, June 14, 1967

Nancy Ruth Miller, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Neil Miller, graduated last week with
a class of 29 from St. Joseph's Hospital
school of Nursing in Guelph. She is on two
weeks holidays now and returns to St
Joseph's until August 24. She is nol sure yet
where she will be nursing.

Mrs. Laurie Patterson, daughter of Mrs.
Kuy Bennett of Aclon, also graduated at the

same time, A family dinuer party was held
after the graduation and among the guesls

were her grandmother Mrs. Annie Bennelt,

Guelph, and her husband's grandmother,

Mrs. Gray of Hillsburgh.
Hareld (Sonny) Townsley has been en-

- gaged as arena manager and began his new

duties this Monday. Also engaged to fill the

complement of employees at the arena Is

Don Price. 3
Choraliers’ activities are continuing right
up until they leave Lo sing ot Expo on
Friday, June 30. They will be singing a pro-
gram in the high school on Sunday evening.

June 25,

New issuer of mator vehicle licences in
Acton is Edwin Watson. His olfice is com-
bined with his MIIL St. Music store. Former
issuer Jack Hargrave has resigned.

New residents at 341 Westcolt Road are
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Betteley and family.
They moved to town from Brampton, and
Mr. Betteley commutes to work at Kieinfelt
Engincering there.

Miss Anne Watson and David Walson are
visiting relatives in Monlreal and secing

Expo.

20 years ago

Taken lrom the issue of the Free Press
of Thursday, June 20, 1957
Peter Wolfe, age 11, was recently

" awarded an $800 annual scholarship for the

completion of his high school at St
Andrew's College, Aurora. The son of Mr.
and Mrs. Wesley Wolfe, Acton, he was
successful out of a class of 16 in obtaining
one of two scholarships open for this year.
Peter credits his success in completing
these exams Lo the co-operation of Lhe
teachers at the Aclon schoel, where he is
presently completing his grade eight
exams. The Acton siudent registers at Sl
Andrew's College on September 10 and will
begin his studies on September 11.
“Keelots Bodo™', a German Shepherd dog

~owned by Fred Pleifle of Acton, took first

class honors at the Scarborough Dog Show
last weekend. Keelols Bodo, better known
as “Nigger'" won six awards during the
day. He placed first in the open class, the
“‘Winners Dog"’, the top best of winners, the
hest of breed and the best in the walking
Erg::g and- the best Canadian breed in
reed.

100 years ago

Token from the issue i the Free Press
of Thursday, June 4, 1877,

The undersigned begs leave to inform the
people of Acton and surrounding ncighbor-
hood that he has procured a magnificent
hearse and is prepared to attend and
conduct funerals on the shortest notice and
most moderate terms, Caskets, Coffins,
Burial Robes, Hat Bands and Gloves
supplied when required. Signed John
Spelght.

A correspondent suggests locating cater-
pillars’ tents, dipping a bundle of cloth in
kerosene and setling fire to it.

Property owners on Main Street asked
council to consider making the new
sidewalks six feet instead of four. The
petitioners said they were willing to pay the
difference.

Flowers at funcrals are gelting out of
date in the large eities, :

At Queen Victoria's last drawing-room, a
lady attracted considerable atlention by the
remarkable combination of colors in her
dress. She had on o skirt of deep red silk
trimmed with black lace. With this she
wore a train of brocaded satin of a striking
vivid yellow-green edged with & broad
ruching of velvet of the same color,

"~ In Georgetown a bylaw will shortly be

voled on to raise $7,000 for the purpose of
purchasing the Market Square and crecting
a town hall.

Christie Henderson and Co.— 100 dozen
Canada straw hals at 5¢. 40 doz. sunshades
16¢ and up. 1,000 yards of English prints at
10¢c, worth 15c. 60 doz. kid gloves, very
cholee, worth $1.25 for 80c. All the novelties
of the season. '
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