Baseball season swings into view

Spring has come _ and
surnmer meekly follows, hav-
ing little choice in the matter.
With the summer comes
baseball, and Lthere is plenty
of it in Acton.

A welter of leagues and
teams are getting ready for
the upcoming season, some of
themn carnestly competitive
and others decidedly less so.

Minor softhall

The most popular is, of
course, the minor softball
league, run this year by Marg
Glenn. The league gives soft-
ball enthustasts an organized

year, so far. More players are
expected to sign :3 as they
see friends involved.

There are eight rep teams
from the Acton Minor Softball
Association playlng in the
Hzlton rural leegue, as weil
as ¢leven or twelve house
league teams, playing among
themselves, They are divided
info boys® and girls® divisions.

The most serlous competi-
tion is found in the rep teams.
They will play two games a
week from the end of May to
the first week of September,
playing one home .and one

" outlel for their energy with

away each week.
over 200 registrations this.

Home games are played al

Prospect FPark for the rep
teams, while house league
teams will be playing at M.Z.
Bennelt Schoel or at Sir Don-
ald Mann in Glelea. Robert
Little School i3 a third choice
for the house leagues.

House league games are &
litUe less seripus than the rep
team games, until the Field
Day. Playoffs and champion-
ships are decided then for all
age groups in the league.

Brookville selecis

Another of the highly
competitive teams in the orea
are the Junior A Brookville
selects. Led by pilcher Sue
Thomsen, they played their

waoy lo a third place finish in
the All-Ontorio Tournament
held in June lest year.

Their strong record in the
tournament is what placed
them in the Provinclal
Women's League Junior A
divislon,

They play teams f{rom
Burlington, Brompton, Oak-
ville, Kilchener, Georgelown
and two Toronlo teams, Glen-
field and Bridlewood.

The schedule is. over 30
gomes long, witlh home
games being played at Brook-
ville school. Miss Thomson

predicts that the team will-

“stand & good chance” (his

year. They have lost only two
players and have picked up a
few new Ones.

The other seriously com-
pelilive team 15 the Rock-
woad Colonials playing in the
inter-county fasiball lengue
They are z Senior men's
team, ploying a twenty-cight
gome schedule starting May
15, ptus playoff and tourna.
ment action.

The team plays its home
games in Rockwood al the
Rockweod ball park, and has
an excellent chance pof
making the intercounty play-
offs ngainst such teams as
Fergus, Orangeville, Cam-
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Jock
Tock

By John Bottomley

Well, the Maple Leafs lost, which is exactly what they
deserved, This is not to say that I don't like the team, but
given the way they were coached and managed UIEFE was
noway they could go anywhere.

Coach Red Kelly's positive ions are just not ennugh to
build a winning hockey teamn. Some disciplined team
hockey helps, and it's up to the coach to turn individual
players intoa team, Kelly hasn't done that.

The Leafs are up to their armpits in good players. They
probably have more individual talent than any other team
in. the league, excepling of course Montreal. It's hard to
argue with Darryl Sittler, Lanny MacDonald, ‘Borge’
Salming and Inge Hammerstrom, to name just a few of
the Leals stars. With the proper guidance they would be
winners. Ballard’s circus may be lucrative fun for him,
but it is no way to run a professional hockey team. ¥f.

somebody had written the Leafs’ story up in a novel or
movie, it would be unbelievable. Ballard cperates the way
Charles O. Finley does, but with less success, that is to
say, heis arbitrary, egocentric and just plain nasty.

Team Canada

Team Canada coach Johnny Wilson said a month ago
that it was too early to call this year’'s squad a second rate
team, because they hadn't been seen in international
compeltition yet. Well, they've been seen in international
competition now, and it's time to call them a second rate
team.

I'm sure they're ali nice guys, and good hockey players,
but they are certainly not representative of Canada’s best,

“Their lackluster performance against Americans can
be excused; bad as this year's Team Canada is, the Yanks
are evenworse, and it's hard togetupfor a bad team,

The Sweden game is another matler. Canada was never
in the game, and didn't deserve to be on the ice with the
Swedes. They were outskated and outplayed in every way.

The eternal refrain *'it's the ref’s fault” is making a
tentative appearance in the series. After Sunday’s 11-1
fiasco, sportscasters were careful to point out that Canada
had played a lot of the game shorthanded, and that there
were three times as many penalties for Canada as for the
Russians.

The penalties came about because the Canadians don't
know how to play hockey without slashing and tripping
and generally cheating whenever they can. In a clear
mismatch like Sunday’s game, the penalties would not
have changed anything.

Sportscaster's other morale boosting trick is the old
shots on goal routine. They point out that Canada outshot
Sweden 11-4 in the first period of the game, and pretend
that this is proof that Canada was stilll in the game.

The shots on goal faliacy should have been discovered
years ago, when people noticed that the Russians were
generally outshot by an enormous percenlage in each
game. “That proves how much better we are!’ we said.
QOnly problem was, the Russions had a tendency towin a
lot of games.

It's easy lo run up shots on goal when you cross centre
ice, wind up, and shoot, The trick is to take shots that are
likely lo go info the net. Shots on goal stats don't win
hockey games, but goals do.

Sunday's 11-1 drubbing hardly deserves comment.

More than one person has advanced the theory that we
should call off the Stanley Cup playoiis, give the thing to
the Canadiens, and send them over (o Europe to show
Vienna what we cando.

Blae Jars

Now that the Blue Jays have experienced the heady
euphoria of success, it's time for them and for their fans,
to face reality. The odds are strikingly against the team
finishing anywhere but last this year.

The iong season will eatch up with the Jays as their
inexperience begins to show., The surprisingly good of-
fense they have shown so far will drop off, and their
defence and pitching, already suspect at best, can only go
downhill, Baseball history is full of the stories of rookies
making hotstarts and [ading in May.

162 games makes for a long season, and early per-
formance often means nothing. 1 predict the team can
look forward to a season most politely described as
“frustrating.” [ don’t expect the team Lo match the antics
of the rockie New York Mets, who lost 120 games in their
first year, and lost them in styletm but I wouldn't expect
a whale lot more, either,

In a very few years, however, the story will likely be
different. The Jays have a lot of young and talented
players, and a few years of major league baseball should
malture them inloa atrong team. Untll then, fans will have
to grit their teeth and put up with an awful lot,
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Less competitive

On a less competitive but no

Soccer
drops first

exhibition

Acton’'s newest team, the
senior soccer team, played
their lirst game ever April 24,
dropping a 4-1 decision to the
Georgelown Meleors in o
{riendly exhibltion game.

The team has decided to
call itself the “Acton Villa™.

Filtecn players are allowed
to dress for o game, and
Acton had 14 out on Sunday.
The team is made up of both
Junior and senior players.
Sunday's  jumiors  were
Gordon Bruce, John and Tom
Hogenbirk, John Smith, Lec
Robinson, John Gibson and
Kevin Weir. Senior players
were Keg McKnight, Oscar
Leal, Bernie Fryers, Carl
Fisker, Fred Blaine, Larry
Nolan and player'coach Colin
Breckenridge.

The team’s regular

schedule will start May 11,

and games will be played
Wednesday nights.

less enthusiastic-scale i3 the
industrial league, run by Ray
Graham president and Ed
Hillier vice-president.

Six teams will start their 15
game schedule on May 8,
playing every Sunday alter-
noon al Prospect Park.
Competltion will probably be
at about the same intensity as
the -industrial hockey was:
the games are [un, and if you
win, that's even better.

Mr. Hillier says that il is

B A

ACTON REFEREES'

hard to Lell just how competi-
tive the lcague will be. “It
was tight last year between
the first four teams. This year
half of our players are new."
Fun teams

Mr. Hillier is also involved
with one of the many thor-
oughly noncompetitive teams
in Lhe area. He Is helplng run
a ladies of oll ages ond sizes
team which will play wlth
teams (rom around Lhe
Churchill area and maybe

association hopes (o

squeeze this type of play out of Acton Minor

Hockey games.

"Track on the mark for season

Forty to 50 Acton high
school studenls are gunn]ng
for the Halton track cham-
pionships this year siarting
with a warmup meet this
Thursday in Milton.

Among the leam’s slronger
contenders is Les Jones, who
recently placed twelfth in a
150 nunner field in the two
mile event in Mansfield, Ohio,
who will be running distance
events, probably the 1500
metres and the 3,00
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melresraces, according (o
coach Lyn McLaren.

Bob Leniski and Steven
Springle arc  seen oS
promising prospects in the
midget high jump as is Hick
Widmont in the midget
javelin. Deb James is ex-
pected Lo do well in the girls’
discus throw, having tied the
school record in practice last
week,

Most of the competitors will
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be working for their personal
hests.,
Home meel
The team holds one meet of
its own at the school, even
though there is no track,

"Events are measutred out on

the lield and run there.

This is the meet which is
used to determine who will be
sent to the Halten champion-
ships, held May 18 and 19,
From the Haiton champion
ships, athleles maove to the

T

| work

regional finals and finally the
All-Ontario meet.

The Halton Champienship
is normally a Pecl-Halton
meel, but the Peel teachers'
work to rule action has forced
the cancellation of any Peel
schools’ track activity.

Mr. Mclaren, who s
responsible for the sprints
and hurdles, has "“seen a
fantastic amount of improve-
ment [rem when we started
he told the Free Press.

Shorl season

Because of the short season

~ in high schoo) track and field,

there are very lew meets

~held. So far the only pre-
© paratory meets the leam has

are Lhe warmup meet Lhis
Thursday and their own
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meet. They had been invited IVISS

lo compete in a Georgetown’

meel, but the date conflicted
with their own.
High School track teams

3 olten suffer because a [ot of

athletes in high school tend to
through local c¢lubs
rather than the school team,

M hecause there is a  better

B wilh s club. Clubs

JAY MacFARLANE CLEARS the hurdie in High School track practice, -
The team looks strongest in the sprints this year.,

Leadership program

Final application date
put back one month

Applications deadline for
the Recreation Department’s
Leadership Development
program has been put back
because - the department
received the applications
forms [ote. -

L.inda Fountain, supervisor
of the program, said the

deadline has been moved to .

May 13, one month after the
original closing date, to allow
as many applications as poss-
ible. The pregram runs from
July 4 to August 12, including
practical lraining.

S0 far there have been 38
applications for the 20 avail-

$20,000

able positlons. All applicanls

will have to be interviewed

before joiming Lhe program.
Train skills

The summer course is
designed to train people in the
skills needed for playground
supervision and other recrea-
tion positions in the depart-
ment’s playground program,
including the day camp
opened this year.

Mrs. Fountnin will be
bringing in volunleers Lo talk
about such aspects of child
supervision as first aid,

Mohawk|

purse

Mohawk Raceway will be
featuring a $20,000 addﬁi
final Sunday, May 1, as a
wrapup to their Mohawk

more Pacing Series.
Therace is for three year olds
who won less than $25,000 last
year.

Prellminary legs were run
April 17 and April 24 for
purses of $10,000 and $12,500
respectively, and the May 1
final is for the highest money
winners.

cralls, storytelling, music,
and child psychology.

The course hos its advant-
ages for the recrealion
department as well as f{or Lhe
parlicipants, “We will train
them so they are quah{ ied to
fill these positions in Lhe
future.” said Mrs. Fountain.

Success{ul participants will
be invited to submit applica-
lions o the Town of Hallon
Hills recreation department
for part
summer, according to Mrs.
Fountsain.

time work this’

opportunity for compelting
will

generally run all year long, g

8 whereas a school can only

aperate a track program for a
limited amount of time.

The leam i3 practicing
ouldoors now, in spile of the
cool weather which we have
had the last few days. They
are out every day, drilling to
improve speed, increase their
cndurance, and  perfect
technique in pregaration for
the upcoming season.

RICK WIDMDNT STANDS a gmd chance of
doing well in the midget javelin events this year.

even a Georgetown team. He
emphasized (hat neither
experience nor abilily nor
fierce competitive spirit were
important in the seleclion of
the team. For more in-
formation call him.

Ref group
fooking for

AMHA games

Raobin Inscoe hopes that the
Acton referees association he
has recently formed will be
able to get inlo refereeing
Acton minor hockey pames.

They are already looking
after Legion minor hockey
action and non-contact indus-
irial league play.

About 25 people turned up
for the organizational meel-
ing. "1 thought it was a good
turnout,” said Inscoe. People
of all ages showed up, with “a
lot of young kids''. The adults
who showed up *'seemed Lo be
the newcomers in town”
according to Inscoe.

‘The group is hoping to lund
itself, and may hold a draw to
get a bit of money {o gel
started.

Trout
season

Saturday

The local angling season
gets underway in Hallon and
neighboring areas April 30
(Saturday) with the start of
the trout season. The season
runs thisyenrfrumnpniﬁﬂtﬂ |
Sept. 30.

Pike and pickerel are [air
game from May 14 to March
31, 1978, while the large and
small-mouth  bass  season
runs from June 25 (o Nov. 30.

Muskie season goes [rom
‘June 4 to Dec. 15, and lake
trout, which upencd Jan. |
continues until Oet. 10

In the Great Lakes, most
seasons last all year, with the
exception of bass (June 13 to
Dec. 31) and brook trout
{April 30 lo Sept. I5).

Lake Simcoe [ishing
seasons ceincide with
‘Halton's except in the case of
trout {April 30 (o Sept. 15),
and lake trout (May 14 to Oct.
).

In Georglan Bay, pikE.

pickerel, brown trout,
rainbow trout and lake trout
seasons last all year, but bass
runs from June 25 to Nov, 30,
muskie June 18 to Nov. 30 and
brook trout April 30 to Sept.
15.
. There are a few minor
variations from these dates in
certain arcas, and anglers
should check with the local
Ministry of Natural
Resources office in Cam-
bridge before heading out on
a fishing trip. The phone
number 15 (519) ©658-9356.

Rams first home game
this Monday at arena

Rams see their first home
action Monday at Lhe arena,
facing Bolton in an exhibilion
contest. The team's excculive
and players are predicting a
good season for the lacrosse
team, and are locking for
support from the fans.

Régular season  aclion
starts May 11 in Orangeville,
followed May 12 by the Rams
home gpener against
Mississauga.

There is a possibility that a
Nova Scotian junior C team
will be coming to Ontario

MIKE CASSIDY presented the trophy to the winners of the Adams trophy
at Saturday’s curling club banquet. They were, left to right, Yvonne

Rosenquist, presentor Mr. Cassidy, Ted

Toth.

ler Jr., Ina Mellun and Gord

rom July 1 to July 14 to play
a series of games, If they do
come, Acton will be playing
them July 4 in Acton.

The  Oplaric  summer
+games will be held in Kit-

chener this summer, and the
four semi-finalists 1 the
junior C playolls will take
part as part of the scheduled
events. The action will occur
Agusl 27 and 28,

Widsor has been moved
from Junior C to Junior B
which means the team will
not be running up the trans-
portation costs it has laced in
the last few years.

Poor allendance
Attendance at praclice has
suffered from the inability of
the team to use local ficilities.
They have been forced to go
as far awny as Guelph for
workouts until the ice came
out of the arena. This week
will mark the {irsl chance the
team has (o get info the
arena. Manager [an Camp
bell says he expects at-
tendance {o go up now Lhat

practices are at home.

- So far eight players have
been signed by the team, and
more are expected soon.
Those signed are George
Artem, Kevin Marcoux, Rick
Van Fleet, Fred Allen, Gary
Delong. Rick Gibson, Mike
Rippon and Larry Kurtz. The
last three were midgets last
year,

Practices for the team will
be 7.30 Wednesday and

Thursday this week, in the
arena. Manager Campbell is
trying to have & scheduled
exhibition game at ‘ Bolton

« Thursday night cancelled or

postponed, because the team
Jacks pracl‘.i::c "It should

AL T

make a big difference when
we get the arena” he said.
Rams are looking for a
repeat of their 1971 per-
formance, when they look the
All-Ontario Junior (
champiﬂnship

Ram S schedule

Hame
May 2 Bolton (Exhibition)
May 12 Mississauga
May 26 Rexdale
May 30 Dundas
J uneB Orangeville
June 16 Huntsville

June 23 Orillia

June 27 Bolton
June 30 Dundas
July 7 Owen Sound
July 14 Rexdale

Jut 18 Bolton

Juh.r 21 Orangeville

Away

Apr. 28at Bultun (Exhibition)
May 11 at Orangeville
May 18 at Dundas
Mﬂy 19at Owen Sound
May 23at Orillia

May 28 at Huntsville
June 2 at Bolton

June 5 at Mississauga
June 12 at Owen Sound
June 14 at Rexdale
June 17 at Orillia

July 10 at Mississauga
July lﬁ atHunl:swlle
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