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Flre chief irate
~at'careless fires

ltm:kwmd fire chief Carl
Meadows is fed up with some
people’s “stupidity” at this
time of year when it comes to
fires. '

Mr. Mendows and his

‘deputy chiel Frank Allsop
attended the Eramosa lown-
ship council meeting Monday
evening, irate after a busy
weekend of nine grass fires.
The chief claims most of
these fires-were due to core-
lessness and stupidity and
could have been avoided.

Of the 26 fires so far this
year, Mr. Meadows staled, 13
were grass fires. He told the
council one of this weekend's
grass fires was caused by a
person burning garbage in an
incinerator which saw a rn-
away ash set a field on fire.
He said this kind of fire is
excusable, as it was purely
accidental and he knows the
person will nol do it again.
However, he compared it to a
person burning off a field on a
dry and windy' day, or a
persen burning something in
the middle of a field. This
kind of deliberate behaviour
is not excusable.

nr. Meadows said the
public should be more
educated as to the fire by-law
in the township. e pointed
out the township bas spent
$1.255 in wages and another
$1,805 in the use of the truck in
the past three weeks, most of
which have been “'inexcus-
able grass fires.”

It was not only Lhe cost
which concerned the fire
chief. He explained that while
the fire trucks are out fight-
ing an avoidable grass [ire, a
home, school or other mstitu-
tion could start on fire. He
said he did not think the aver-
age person was getting a fair
shake.

Taxpavers money

Mr. AMeadows said he

resented the fact that the
average taxpayer had to pay
for someone else’s careless-
ness when it came lo grass
fires. He had considered
fining some of the offenders,
who were definitely going
against the by-law, but
decided againsi it for now.
Mr. Meadows explained that
if he fined a few people, he
would be afraid that when
< people really needed the fire
department’s assistance,
" they would hesilate to call for
fear of getling a fine.
*Instead of having a five acre
fire, you have a 25 acres
fire,” he told council.

He also stated that the
biggest problem is proving
the person was careless. The
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chicf explained that a pe
could have a field on Iire and
clalm it was started by a
passerby who threw &
cigarette put his car window.

Mr. Meadows told the coun-
cil of the weekend the fire
department had this week. He
told the council there was one
lire alter another, and they
would pass one on the way to
another. At one time, he said,
there were two trucks out of
Hockwood, and four trucks at
one grass fire, He explained
that the Hillsburgh fire
department  assisted the
Rockwood department at one
lire which had spread from
prass into hardweood. Mr.
Meadows said the owner
came very close lo losing 40
acres of hardwood. While
fighting the fire, four [ire
trucks got stuck in the soft
ground, making it very diffi-
cult to get the trucks to the
fire. He said they had to be
pulled out of the mud by trac-
tors.

He said most of the week-
. d fires were caused by
owners burning something in
their fields. "1t is ridiculous
to light fires like that at this
time of the year,” Mr. Mea-
dows retlorted.

The fire chief asked coun-
cil's permission to write

- letters to the people who have

had grass fires recently and
outline just how much it cost
to fight one fire. Mr. hlea-
dows claimed that each year
it is some of the same people
who have the fires, and they
musi be made aware of the
penalties of not adhering Lo
the fire by-law.

Council agreed . that the
public in general must
hecome aware of the costs of
{ires to the taxpayers and of
the fire by-law.

Fire by-law

The by-law states thal: no
person shall set any fire at
any time upon any road,
street, or voad allowance,
within Eramesa township,
except  with the writlen
permission of and supervision
by the road superintendent:
no person shall, anywhere
within the township, during
the months of March to
November, inclusive of cach
year, set a [ire in the open air
without first obtaining from
the clerk or a fire warden for

the township. a permit lo do

so; every applicant for a
permit tosela fire in the open
air shell submit a wrilten
application to the township
clerk or a fire warden
specifying the location at
which it is proposed to set
such fire, the purposc of the
fire, ond the precautions
Laken or inlended to be taken
in setting such fire.

The township clerk or a fire
warden, upon issuing such
permit, shall specily thercon
the location at which such fire
may be set and the precau-
tions to be taken in so doing
including the number of per-
sons required to control such
fire: no person shall set any
fire in the open air pursuant
to such permit without
strictly complying with the
terms of such permit as to the
location of such fire, the pre-
cautions lo be taken in con-
nection therewith and the
number of persons to be in
attendonce to contro! such
fire: notwithstanding the
issue of such permit, no
person  shall, during the
months of March to Novem-
ber inclusive of each year, sel
a fire in the open air without
first providing protection by
varth works or other non-
combopstible material to pre-
vent such fire from spread-
ing.

svery [ire set within the
township pursuant to the
provisions hereof shall be so
controlled that  dense  or
opaque smoke shall not issue
therefrom for a longer perioed
than ten minutes; the provi-
sians hereofl shall not apply o
any [ire set in masenry or
metal fireplaces construcled
as and used for an outdoor
{ireplace, barbecue, or in-
cineralor, excepling that any
persons setting such a [ire
shall so control it that dense
or opaque smoke shall not
issue therefrom for a langer
period than five minutes; the
folowing are hercby ap-
pointed fire wards for the
township of Eramesa:. the
fire chief, the depuly [lire
chief and the caplain of the
Rockwood Volunteer Depart:
ment; any person convicted
of a breach of any provision of
this by-law shall forfeit and
pay a penally not exceeding
$300 exclusive of costs and not
less than $25 for each offence.

The above by-law has been
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this country is being governed?

If you are — now is your opportunity
to meet PERRIN BEATTY, M.P.
who under re-distribution may soon
be your faderal M.P. at Ottawa.
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ART WHEELS van is
Centennial Public Schoo
local artist Ken Danby is

students, The display

‘parked at Ruckwood
this week. Work by
on display for the

illustrates the develop-

ment of silk screemng. Different colors are
added until the final result (above) is obtained.
Ontario Art Council, University of Guelph and
Wellington County Board of Education supply

the van.

Bridge himit

concerns councillors.

Framosa councillor John
AMeliod would like to know
what weight limit s on the
bridges in Eden Mills.

At Monday evening’s meet-
ing of the counc, Mr.
Melepd said he was con-

Fender bender

Bert Post, of (Guelph, didn’t
have 1o wait long for his [lirst
accident. He had only been
driving for three days when
the collision oecured.

Fle and Jamie Norton, R,
1. Acton, were involved in a
iender bender on Churchill
id., April 17.

i existence sinee -August 1,
146H,

Mr. Mdadows hopes the
people responsible for  the
careless fires, will be more
carceful in the Tuture before o
iragedy  resulls  from  an
unnecessary grass fire.

Are You New-To-Town
or do you knaw
someone whao 377

WELCGME
SER‘HICE

Would ke to call on you wilh
“Housewarmng . Gil1s™"  and
information about your now loca:
tion, Tha Hastess will he glad o
artunge your complimaentary issues
of tha

~ Acton Free Press

For tha information sod Howmewaming
Gilts, cal

Marlene Steckley
8533902

verned  about the  limil

hecause il is nol posted, He

said il one bridge collapsed,
access in and out of the vil-
lage in one direction would be
cut off. He said he was par-
ticularly cencerned because
of alt the heavy traffic going
through the village.

None of the couneiMors nor
the roads superintendent Bob
Hamilton could recall the
bridges cver being posted,
and decided 10 look into this
right away,

CUSTOM

“Dellberately break law’
council threatens action

Eramosa township council
is a little more than annoyed
at an Eramosa couple who
council feels have
deliberately set out to break a
by-law.

The couple, of R. R. 1,
Acton, appeared before
council at their Monday
evening meeting asking for n
building permit to enclose
their porch. The man ex-
plained that he was doing the
work In December when a
man, claiming te be the build
ing - inspector, told them a
permil was required. The
bullding inspector, Glen
Creba denied he had visited
the place at that time ond
could not figure out whu it
was,

Mr. Creba lold council he
had a lot of evidence to prove
that o storage building was
converted into a home by this
couple, which was in direct
conflict with the by-law
stating that in an Agricultural
zone, only one dwelling per
parcel is permitted.

The new  councitlbrs
listened as the velerans ex-
plained thal lwo years ago,
the couple attended a council
meeling requesting a building
permit for a store and o
house. This was turned down.
A while later, the same
couple applied for a building
permit for o large utilily
building, and presenled plans
of the proposed struclure.
Council passed this permit.

The building inspector said
the same people approached
him in the summer, asking
for a permit to enlarge the
existing building, but he could
not give it to them.

Councillor Dave Mascon
was enraged with the couple.
“After not getting a permit
for a residence and stilt live in
the building you constructed,
you can come here and ask
for another permit?”

Mr. Maosson  suggested

handing the whale *'mess”
over to the township solicitor
and having him deal with the
couple directly. He was
upported by councillor Alan
Burnelt. Mr. Masson felt the
couple had deliberately set
out to break the by-law. He
said this was not the first time
the couple had broken the
law,

Upon council's request, the
wife presented the original
butlding permit and the plans
of the utility building. Mr,
Masson rend to the other
councillors that the plans
stated there would be a pump
house and a wood [rame
storage building trimmed
with steel with a shanty roof,
bathroom and utility room,
electric heating, ete.

Mr. Creba charged the
couple with knowing they
woere going to live in the
building all along.

After the couple Ieft, the
council further discussed the
matter.

“1 would Jike to throw the
book at them' Mr. Masson
exclaimed.

Reeve Bill Adsett was also
annoyed with the couple,
“Fronkly, it Is a fisgrant
misuse of the by-law,” he
stated.

Mr. Creba made plons te
inspect the property before
any formal action is laken,
but in the meantime, he said,
he would go over the by-law
with the township lawyers,

Thieves take
lots of suds

Thieves made off with 10
cases of Malson Export Ale,
which was laken from Acton
Curling Club, on Churchill
Hoad Nerth. Entry was
gained through o small win-
dow at the f[roent of the
building. Each caose was a 24,

INTERSEEDING

Interseed pastures in one trip w:rh a
John Deere 1500

Powr-Till ™ ' Seeder. ’A 'ﬁi

r ’ A

.fa:.'"
ﬁllﬂ

i

.-'

I *
I.I ¥ ﬂ-’

a'E#
3‘.%\#

Y HF i ﬂl“ '"PII” e
srr-:f

J/’ '

————1

I|I||‘ lt *lfl’ 1"" )
AL ‘ﬂlr"

lnterseedmg pastures is easy with exclusive PTO-driven cutter wheels that
rotate in the direction of travel 10 open narrow mini seed beds through hard
soil, sod and stubble. Seed is deposited into the trenches and then tamped in
by ‘narrow firming wheels. Seeder is equipped with a 200 gallon sprayer 10
apply herbicide at time of seeding to ensure a good catch of new seed. No
need to plow down tields that are small or hard to wur.k Raesarve a date

“’No Field Too Small!™

FOR INFORMATION ON ADVANTAGES AND RATES OF THIS EX:
CLUSIVE MACHINE CALL:

COUNTRY MART LTD.

* JOHN DEERE SALES and SERVICE °

today!

JOHN DEERE

8533901

AR Ne.1- Asten

1 Mien Weat of Acis on Highweay 7

8564712

CALIFORNIA FLY/DRIVE

Custom build your own holiday through California, Package includes: American Airlines flight, Hn;iday Inn hotel
aceommodation throughout —with a rent-a-car. One week to a month,

1 or 2 weoks

ACAPULCO

from 5369

» Return flight
* Transfers

» Hyatt Regency Hotel

1 or 2 weeks

SAN DIEGO
from $379

# Return flight
® Transfaers
e Hilton Hotel

from s399

1 or 2 woeks

SAN JUAN
from $359

* Raturn flight
* Transfers
* Americana Hotel

UTAH RIVER RAFTING OUTLAW TRAILS

Here are two high adventure wilderness packages. Rafting down the mighty Colorado River through wild and
rugged canyons that few people will ever see. Places only Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid knew about.
Revel in the sheer thrill of riding the big rapids and exploring the outlaw trails.

Packages include: Return air fare; all food on the river, 3 meals a day; all equipment.

One Wesk From $579

3in 1 Package Al'iZOHa
Desert Adventure

An Old West Holiday Ideal for families, couples and singles

One week — adults from '339 Childran'f:"}

Two weaeks — adults from l4419' Children 3299

Golf — Tennis — Riding

TRAVEL .
S$ERVICE

ACTON, ONTARIO

ACTON B53-1663 TORONTO 3641034

I Green time

The grass suddenly turned
green this week, with cro-

cuse:es dalfodils and dande-
lions suddenly in profusion.

11114
weather

air

days SALE

conditioning

l EMVOX

Now's the time to buy quality
L.ennox central air conditioning.
It's early and you can enjoy savings
like this:
1. Dependable 24,000 Btuh outdoor unit
2. Efficient indoor coil _
2. Factory charged refrigerant lines

Boohmars is now offarlng a special Early:-Bird Discount. I
you ordar and pay for your Lannox central air conditioning
unht up to April 30, we'll give you o 7 percent discountl

Call us today. Get your unit installed bafors the hot
woobther beging. Be comfortable all summer long.

Borumens

Call Geargetown B77-6331.
Ask for Mrs. Bery! Carter.
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Box Offices Open 7:00 P.M. - Show Starts At Dusk.

DIAL 824-5431
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