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Library now debt-free

Acton library, our town's ceh
tennial project, is now debtdree,
The ten-year debentures are atl
paid off.

The altractive Dbuflding ouost
about $80.000, with $ head of
it—$8.280—contributed by e pro-
vincial and federal govermmentis,
The remainder was paid by Acton
taxpavers. The library had been
situated Defore in  eratyped
quarters in the Y Dadkding, amd the
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Acton library Is due to be
changted, ns well. The chief lib-
ravian is recommending that the
children's section be moved down-
slairs, which will require the
building of a stalrway and special
window fixtures for an emergency
oxit, and obviously more super-
vision, The need for a road to the
library for frequent deliveries and
wheelchair users is being con-
sidered. The board room is to be
panelled.

It's interesting to see that money
will be spent on Acton library at the
same time as the new building 1s
built in Georgetown. But we can't
help but wonder if the time is right
for more expenses. In either town.
The library serves us well and is

" not overcrowded often.

Spending to provide ourselves
with the very best of everything
‘has apparently become the ac-
cepted way.

Butis it the only way?

Smiles and such

From the Indusmin publication,
we share a smile: -

An elementary school teacher
recently prepared a humorous ar-
ticle for an aircraft industry
publication, based largely on In-
formation gleaned from his young
students’ essays and examinations,

In commenting on the duties of a
flight navigator, one youngsler
wrote, ‘*The navigator figures out
the latitude and longitude. Latitude
tells him where he is, and longitude
tells him how long he can stay
there''.

Of this and that

If all the economists on earth
were laid end to end, they wouldn't
reach a conclusion.

+ + 4+
How to avoid being billed for

water at the- new, higher
rate. ... see Lorna Clarke's helpful
letter to the editor.

+ + +

~ Intriguing old class pictures have
been appearing in the Free Press
on the editorial page the past
couple of weeks. Bert Hinton, who
loaned them, has a good idea to
pass on. He suggests people with
old pictures, letters, documents,
etc. could write on them that if they
are not wanted by the heirs, they
should be given to The Free Press
or the library.

+ 4+ 4

There are some things that, try
as you may, you cannot change.
You cannot change the weather,
you cannot change the past, nor
can you change another person
against his or her will. Be smart,
save your energy. Stop trying to
change things and people accept
them as they are.
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HERE’S ANOTHER of Bert Hinton’s old class pic-
tures, 50 Fick out who you know! Front row ]et[’ to

Johnston, Carney Burns, unknown, Jack
ackhamer, - Precious,
Bert Hinton, Gordon Leslie; second row unknown,
Kathleen McComb, Isobel Smith, - Smith, - McKeown,

right: Bil
Skilling, Ted Harrop, Chris

And did you know, as one
youngster advises, that the three
principal crewmen on a plane are
the pilot, navigator and per-
colator?

Asked if they knew what two
navigational aids were, one youth
replied, “I know what a sextant is,
but I had rather not say.” And
another answered, “a gyroscope is
something only encyclopedias
know for sure.” This is the
teacher's favorite: “Avisaisa
passport that lets a person fiy to
another country, For round trips,
youneed a visa versa.”

Things we can change we should,
especially ourselves, We can
change our attitudes, our
personality, we can change bad
habits into good ones, you can
change your job. Yes, we can all
change ourselves. to be better
persons.

+ 4+ o+

If you're on to energy con-
servation, here's another angle. A
clean 60-watt light bulb is more
effective than a dirty 100-watt one!

+ o+ 4+

In Huron county, the Board of
Education took an unprecedented
step to cut costs, They did away
with the supervisory positions of-
superintendent and an assistant to
the administrator, and returning
the two men concerned to schools
as principals. The move came at
the time of retirement of two

principals, and there is alse de-

clining enrolment in the district.
The decision at least makes more
sense to taxpayers than the Halton
dispute over chairmanships or
department heads, which also in-
volved money.
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spotlight. Lower

performances.

I wiis 50 madt when 1 began wrnting ths
column yesterday that there was smuoke
starting tn come ot of the typewrier
kevs, so 1 stopped and et them eool ol
overnight. They're stil warm, but  jusi
touchuble,

Heason for my rage was that [ had been
rovally shafted three Gmoes in g row by
three different service stations awned by
three different ail companies, to tune ol

Cabout $200 and a pgreat deal of personad
intonvenivnee.

In each ease the neptness of Lthe so
ealled “service” was equalled only by the
rapaicity of the operators

© My first impulse was te pame paines and
lay the sordid facts on Lthe Line: But 1 was
baoiling so buoyantly that there wis no way
| could have written an bonest, objective
acceunt of the pirarey 1 was subjeeled to,
w0 I'm glad 1 slept on at.

I didn't want to fabel all Sunoco, Fma
and Gulf service station operators as high-
witymien,  because  that  woeuld  have
maligned a couple of ocal operators who
have not, to my knowledge while 1 owas
witching, mugged me They were nol in-
volved,

Suffice 8 to say thal the next Lo you

see Wiayne and Shuster doing one of those

commercials in which you are assured
that i1 big American oif company’s only
airm i life is to give you the best possible
service at the lowest possible cost, switeh
to @ sodp ad. AL least the seap merchanls
con you blatantly, and take you the
cleaners literally, rher than  tigura-
ively, a8 the ofl companics do

N LA

Kaﬂlsmwart, Lillian Perry, Isobel Bruce, Barbara
Guthrie, Eileen Clarridge;
unknown, Bill Harrop, Gordon Coo

back row unknown,
r, Miss Frances

Hurst, Miss Margaret McDonald, Miss Bertha
Nephew, Isobel Lanlz, Clarice Morton, Katie Molozzi,
Thedate is 1928.

SKATING CARNIVAL highlights. . .Above, one of the

few spills of the show came during The Best of
Disney's Indian number when one of the natives hit
the ice. Lowerright cowboys gather at the bottom of
the stairs before making their grand entrance into the
left. the Seven Dwarls carefully |
circle Snow White. The arena was packed for the two

1

Movi

Nostalgia . . . on ice
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by bill smiley

L]
"

And T thought plumbers were rough!
After tanpglog with a few “mechamics' in
a lew davs, 1 could have kissed an honest
plumber who chanced along. He'd pro-
Dashly haeve charged mee five bucks for the
pravilege of Kissing lum, but he'd have
noked good alter those various grease-
menkeyvs who svemed more inlerested in
rapie Than Kissing

Sobady wianis to hear my troubles, but |
dun’l care. | have to purge myself of this
inlee or ['IE be sour on servicemen afl
cprigs. 1 don’t want to go through my lile
haling: niechanivs. Some ol iny best friends
aremechanics. Bul 1 wouldn't want my
danghler to muarry one. On second thoupht
vl | oswould She'd certamly be finan-
crally secure lor hie

o, Thas sl sapa. [ was March blowing
iselt nut ke o polar walrus, Batter cold,
wntd gusting 1o about 50 We were on our
with o theseity for o couple of tays,
Stupprdl lor coffee al one of those big,
derve o restiarant-service stations which
have nathing going for them except a
ionapoely

Thedr colfee s lousy, their food is swill,
thew stall s surly, slovenly, stupid, or all
throee You Know the Kind | mean. Terric
archilecture with nothing mnside, You've
been stung? before and sworn vou'd never
do 10 again, but theee's nothing else for
anathoer A0 mtles

Pieank the lukewicm dishwiter they call
callee "Furned the key o gel going.
Sothipge. Couldn’l be the starter, Had just
hadd o whole new umt pat in, two weeks
hetare, ot a cost of $70. Must be the bat-
tery in thal very chill wind,

No problem. Gel a boost, Walked around
t service centre. Nobody home, Out frond
three voung gis: jockeys pumping fuel like
ek Troed to pet sonse belp. Was almost
completely ignored. Finally, one of them
wld wme with some  delight  that  the
mechanie was on holidayvs, thad the tow.
tritck was away somewhere, and that he
personally was too busy to even lift the
Ironael

Mounting frusteation and seething anger
commencing. Bo! T'm a patient man, &
resssonible man. Finally, kid arrives with
psw-truck. Gives baltery a boost. 1 turn
kev, with reliel. Horrible serailing sound.
Nooomore. BEverything  dead. The  Kid
reckoned my new starter unit had  just

1

stripped its guts out. He was just guessing,
of course.

A little background music here. We were
on our way to hear our daughter play in a
voncert. Her mother had brought a com-
plete new corduray outhil, made by hand,
for the girl o wear ol the concert. And
there we were Stranded at a wind-swept
Uservice” station A0 miles from anywhere,

Only by dint of greal forbesrance and
awesome threats of Jaw-suits did 1 get one
of those turkeys to call a garage in the
nearest town, and arrange to have the car
lawedd there and repaired.

We hitehed a ride down the road with two
lovely womoen Irom up north, bless their
Hood souls, and they took us into the city,
petting themselves thoreughiy lost in the
process, Taxi-to concerl site. Daughter
docsa’t want new putfit. Missed concert.
Taxi to hotel. Totad taxt bill $14. QK. No
swieild .

‘Next morning, phone garage to which
car towed. Sure he can fix. No problem.
"You pick up tomorraow. Hefore pnoon. I
tuit noon. ™

wext day, taxi 45 miles north (no bus? {o
parage. Car fixed. Bill $99. Garageman
won't accept credit card though sign in
window says he will. Borrow enough from
cabbie 1o got. car out of hock. Decent
cabbie, tonk cheque, was sympathetic. His
cab bill, $40,

"Dinive car all way back to city:. Some-
thing wrong; doesn’t steer right. Whole
day shot. Arrive hotel, no parking space
left at {he inn.

And I'm skipping over the bad parts. I'm
sure this bitter littie tale has mechanics
everywhere  slapping  their knees in
hilarity, Bul I'm afraid it left a slightly
rotten Laste in my mouth,

One service station macde o mess of the
jnb in the first place. The second one ad-
vertised service and gave none, The third
guy hosed me to the hilt because 1 was
comparatively helpless, and was ugly
ahout it into the bargain,

I'm sare (here are some good service
stations, somewhere. ['d like to come
aeross one. And mavbe there is one among
the many American oil companies operat-
ing in Canada which is more interested in
goot service than selling gas. Maybe.

Our readers write

Read water meter now

Near Eiditor:

The new water rates which we are told,
will come inte effect on July 1, could hit
sotme residents unnecessarily hard.

‘These are people whoe have inside water
melers, are nol home when the meler
restder ealls and either Tail to return the
meler reading card ot all or do not realize
jhere is a space on {he eard for the water
meter reading.

They are charged o minimum bill untjl
sueh time as o correet reading 1s received
when all the accumulated consumption s
charged. '

This often causes some consternntlon at
any time but if it should happen just when

the new rates are introduced it could ¢ause
unnecessary hardship. :

Therefore if a meter reading card is left

at any home during April for Moy the

custorner should make certain thal the

water meter reading is filled in and the

card returned without delay, not forgetting

thut these cards now require postage if

mailed.

'This should avaoid any gallonage being
held over to be charged at the new rate.

Yours very truly,

Lorna 1. Clarke

124 Elizabeth Drive,

Acton, Ontario

April 13,1977
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The Free Press
Back Issues

10 years aqgo

Taken from the Issue of the Free Press
of Thorsday, April I9, 1967

The long-awaited stop lights installed at
the Mill-Main St. corner will be turned on
Monday morning at 9 a.m. At the same
time, parking regulations as posted by
signs will be enforced,

Burned bed, ruined bedding and a
damaged room resulted from a fire Wed-
nesday of last week at the home of Rev. and
Mrs. R. McMurray, Jeffrey Ave. Children
playing with matches were blamed for
setting the bed on fire.

Preparing to meel the exciting
challenges that are fast developing in the
construction industry, Building Products of
Canada Limited is making significant
capilal improvements to its plant at Acton.
Already Lhe largest plastics extrusion plant
in Canada, the Acton complex will play a
key role in the future of the company as a
manufacturer of  buflding
materials.

The Dominion Hotel, threatened by a

- deslructive blaze which started in a chip

fryer and surrestitiously crept up wall
parlicipations, was saved Irom destruclion
Friday night by a well-driled team of Acton
firefighters.

Sunday afternoon, Acton firefighters had
a run to Bollinafad where a bon fire had
burned oul of control. The flames were scon
conlined.

20 years ago

Taken from the issue of the
¥ree Press of Thursday, April 18, 1957

Leslie Ann Duby and Margaret DBavidson,
hoth aged 12, placed first with 85 points to
defeat seven other entries in Lhe duel class
al the Georgetown festival.

The Acton Branch of the Canadian Legion
has purchased the Burns property ad-
joining their present site, The new property
will be used immediately for parking
facilities to relieve congestion. A through-
way can now be provided from Main to
Willow Streets,

Mr. and Mrs. H: H. Hinton refurned from
‘Toronto where they were visiting Mr. and

. Mrs. C. O. Burps and family and friends.

Mr. and Mrs. J..Wood and Mr. and Mrs.
D. G. Ryder and David visited on the
weekend with Mr. and Mrs. W. J. Wood in
St. Catharines.

Mr. and Mrs. Bud Anderson and Mr. and
Mrs. Colin MacColl attended the dog show
in Buffalo over the weekend where Bud's
dog won first prize,

E. E. Barr returned from a vacation in
Florida on Saturday.

Mr. and Mrs. Roy Arnold returned from a

- yacation in Florida last Saturday.

Mrs. Wm. Van Norman, Mrs. Jack Moreil
and Mrs. Gordon Adic, Guelph, visited

" friends here last Wednesday, -

100 years ago

Taken {rom the issur of the
¥ree Press of Thursday, April 19, 1877

- The steam whistle al Speighl’s shop may
again be heard, as of yore, at morning noon
and night. We hope it will keep good lime.

Fashionable tweed suits made to order,
$12, at East End Clothing Store, Acton.

Acton now boasts of five lodges of secret
socicties. They comprise the [ollowing
orders, according (o seniority: Sons of
Temperance, Free Masons, Grangers,
Knights of Pythias, and Odd Fellows. All of
them are said to be in [Mourishing condition.
An able-bodied man who is not a member,
or aboul to become a member, is now
difficult 1o find,

The stone hotel, corner of Main and Ml
at., has been occupied the past lew weeks
by Mr. McQuarrie, recently of Rockwood,
who 15 awailing the decision of the Licen-
sing Commissioners respecting the
granting of a hotel license. If the com-
missioners see fit to grant the license we
have no doubt it will be kept in a respec-
table and orderly maonner,

Mr. James Gordon, whose remains were
buried in Acton recently, was one of the
pioneer settlers in this vietnily. He was a
great lover of Canada which he knew in its
infont state, He had his share of trials and
privations of the enrly settlers but lived to
se¢ (he land developed. .

He was one of the now few survivors of
the marked type of men that form an im-
portant clement in the Presbyterian chureh
linking as they do the present with the past
and whose place when they all disappear
can never be filled again.

THE ACTON FREE PRESS
PHONE 853-2010

Business and Editarial Office

*CNA

1976 award
winner

F ounded = 1075 and pubinhed every Wednesday ui 53
Wik SU, Acton, Onwnn. Member of the Awckl
Duarpdu @l Cueytanon, the Cenadan Community N
papets Awsocanon and the Ontanc YWerkly NMews
papwes AssocuaUon.  Advertrung rales oo revuesl
Subscrpbor payalde o stvanco, $72.50 n Canals,
124 00 vy &l couniers ather tThan Cansds pnghe Cop-
I5 cents; caiven debvety in Acton 15 cents per weeh
Secood ek mad Regrartauon Number 0614 Adveria
] i3 kicwpled on the Condton thal, o The evenl ot

o)

rypogeanhec sl @one, Sl paoran ol e adwerrng
Rjate OF Cupaett bry Pl mirorecns ilem, (oQaiber with
reasunaliio alowance (of sgnature, Wil Aot be charged
fau bl e balance oF the sdver nerment wl be pand fo:
Al thg apphcsbda tale. In the avent al a typographcs!
e advettng goods oF N0 a1 8 wrong e,
ot of eyl es gy Tl beet 20k A i i) mp ey
&0 ofTer 10 sk, and My b warhdrawn a1 a0y rma
Cils PrHntng b Pyblishing Co 11d.
Dawvd A Dla, Publaher
Kay Dily Bt Cook

Eelituee Advennang Managet

Copyright 1977




