McKenzie declares

Region or not: water costs up

Armed with sheafs of
papers, clippings, reports and
a huge map, regional coun-
cillor Pal McKenzie met
Monday with councillors Les
Duby, Peter Marks and the
Free Press Lo defend the
region's facts and figures on
waler rates in Acton.

Hallon Regional treasurer
Donald Farmer is recom-
mending increases of 60 per
cent in the waler raies for
people in the Acton urban
area. And there will slill be a
delicit, even afler the in-
creases are applied 1o Acton
billing, perhaps in July.

The waler rales here have
nol been increased since 1964,
a period of 13 years, and Mr,
McKenzie recognizes now
that Acton council should
indeed have increased the
rates in 1972 or 1973, In the
meantime, other muncipa-
ltics have increased their
ratles two or three limes since
1964,

None of -the Halton rates
have been adjusted since
regional governmenti  look
over, Council agreed each
muncipalily would assume
the costs of its own water and
sewer system. Equalized
rales right across the region
were turned down by Halton
council in 1975. However, Mr.
McKenzie says he now would
support equalized ratles.

Mr. McKenzie rebutied
Councillor  Les  Duby’s
commentis in last week's Free
Press thal the region has
“grandiose, high-cosl way5 of
gperating.”’ In actual fact,
Mr. McKenzie declared, all
the work Lo the syslem now
urgently  required  was
recommended o Acton
council before il dissolved.
The five-year  forccast
prepared for the Acton
council in June, 1¥73 by R.V,
Anderson Associales
L.imiled, consulling
engineers, laid oul the work
tha! is now underway and
planned for the next couple of
Years. :

This 15 the reporl being
followed by the region, he
saijd,

Councillor Marks agreed
with councillor McKenzie
that the costs listed by the
region works department are
justified. ""‘We're going lo
have to bite the bullet,” he
Phi]usﬂphi;td. “We're going
0 have to bujld confidenece in
the public that the regional

government is nol o big
monster out to gobble us up.”

The comment by regional
treasurer -Don Farmer that
Aclon's sewer and waler
system was done “‘on the
cheap’' annoyed Lhe three
Acton councillors, all {or-
merly members of Acton
town council. However, alter
reviewing our former method
of operation councitlor
McKenzie fell there were
things left undone.

They agreed the lown was
forced to operate within ils
financial limits.

Mr. McKenzie stales for-
cefully that things would not
be better financially il Acton
went back (o ils old system of
government. “If we wenl
back to the old sysltem we'd
get clobbered,” he insisted.

Acton had a small financial
base and limited slafl. Some
of the problems in the syslem
here can be attributed to lack
of stall and supervisors.

I'he three [lormer coun-
cillors gave full credit to tlown
superintendent Alf Duby and
his men, who did a good job
under  difficiult  circum-
stances with limited funds.

Acton council was con-
stantly (aced with a need 1o
cul costs, the men recalled
wryly.

“Things buried in lhe
ground were hard lo see.”
and sometimes were
neglected, Mr.  MeKenzie
said.

When municipalities
operated on Lheir own, they
figured, Mr. Duby recalled,
“vou don’t put a Cadillac
syslem in a Chevrolet town.”
He commenied that more 15
being done under regional
government than the old local
tevel would have done,

By the time lhe R.V.
Anderson  five-year reporl
was accepled in June 1973, it
was loo fale for the old Acton
council to acl on il. Regional
government was al our door-
sSICP.

Bul the report is slill valid.

Before reaching the con-
clusion that the region’s
ligures are justified, coun-
cillor McKenzie spent half a
day with regional staff from
the engineering and treasury
departimenis in Burlinglon,
saturday morning driving

Aclon pinpointing
he talked Lo
staff members

through
problems;
numerous

Bowlers’ children
need new quarters

The women of the GWG
bowling league are concerned
that 15 to 20 members of their
league may have to give up
the game next year, il a suil-
able spot for baby-sitling can-
~ not be found. The extra cost of
* renting a hall is putting the
cost of bowling up a bit teo
much for some of the young
mathers.

Last year the children were
lended in the library a1 a cost
of $1 a day for the sitters.
Then a %50 donation was
made to the library board.
Librarian Mrs. Watson let the
women use the board room,
which was not in use al the
lime anyway. Since Mrs.
Watson retired, the women
have heen old by chiel lib-
rarian Belsy Cornwell thal it

Four
hurt

Four Aclon residents were
injured in on  accident
Monday on Hallon Hoad 3
near Fifth Line. Joseph
Kentner, R.R. 3, Acton, and
Gordon Chafe, 63 Churchill
Road, Acton, suffered major
injuries in the accident, and
were taken lo Georgelown
Hospital and leter (ran-
s{erred {0 Brampton
Hospital.

Mr. Keniner was driving on
Halton Hoad 3 when ms car
skidded off the road lo ihe
right and struck a 1iree,
rebounding across Lhe road
and striking anolher trec
there. $3,000 damage was
done 1o Lhe yehicle,

Hobin Speaker, 122 Mill
street and John Hansen, 70
Young Streel, received
minimal injurics and were
also taken 1o Georgelown
Hospital and released.

- contacted

| DOIT-YOURSELF

- GARAGES

Sipeq from 12" x M0 10 14" ¢ &, F""m"l
Cod CONETruCEon vl rtes Sverhied doory
and pine siding . Pricws from §1,387.

HALLIDAY HOMES

DISPLAY COURT |
51 Maple Ave. Burington
Phona $17 4.1

is no longer available 1
them.
SugRestions?

Mrs. Donna Staves, who
the Free FPress,
says the women were very
happy with Lhe arrangement
lhere and were upsct ol the
news. After [inding a private
home much loo cramped,
they ended this season ren-
Ling the scout hall. However,
it's $15 0 week and the group
would like to find somelhing
¢ven more reasonable.

Mrs. Staves would like 1o
hear from anyone wilth a good
sUggeslion; she's al 853-3965.
The league has been under-
way cight years and the part-
icipants would hate o see it
fold. Aboul 20 children are
minded each session, which
lasts from 12.30 to 3.30 each
Thursday afterncon [rom
Seplember to the end of May.

from Lhe former lown; re-
read H.V. Anderson
Associales 15-page TrTepori
from June 1973 and checked
the [ive year copital forecast
and budgel stalements.

He learned that the lown
water system was instolled in
1922 {0 serve o lown of 4,000
Sewers were insialled in 1949
to  accommodale 250,000
imperial gallons a day, and in
1968 increased to accomodate
(25,000 gallons a day. The
pumping station at Main and
Agnes was rebuill in 1968, [n
1958 another pumping station
was added ol Lakeview.

In 1972 the Mow was 517,000
Imperial gallons a day for o
population of 5100. I\ became
obvious there was €XCessive
infiltration inlo the system.

The water rates al present
are the same as those set in
1964. In the 19608 the lown
council subsidized them from
the general rates rather Lhan
approve increased rates. This
was a concern for Lhe auditor
and council was aware of it
Stalfl recommended an in-
crease in rates so the budget
would be more sell-sulficient.

A minimum of improve-
ments and prevenlive main-
tenance has been done over
the past 15 years, Mr.
MceKenzie continued.

More houses have been
added tn vacanl lots, Glenlea
and Lakeview subdivisions
added withoul any [linancial
assistance 1o updale the
sysiem.

Councils worked (o add
more wells, @ hew reservoir,
extended  services, and
operation of the sewer plant
but lacked Lhe money, men
and equipmenl so preventive
maintenasnce could not be
done. They did nol remove
dead ends and create looping
as the system exlended. They
did not add sufficienl valves
1o make repairs  withoul
disrupling large areas. In
1960 the Public Utilities
Commission dissolved,
leaving waler and sewers (o
the town office, The town
superinlendent Alf Duby was
then in charge of roads,
waler, sewers, S1orm SEwWcers,
sidewalks, the cemelery—
and whal have you.
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Quality Work

The industiriol park was
added, Mr. McKenzie rclated.

No subdivision agreemenls
were made with counctl until
developments on Churchill
North and South, Cobblehill
and Baovis, _

Bower Ave. was rebullt in
1672 without atlention to the
waler mains and sewers
beneath. Bower Ave. how
must be flushed weekly to
maintain the flow in the
sewers. This is normaly done
twice a year,

In 1973 council engaged
R.V. Anderson for a study
and report on waler, waler
storage, sewers and the plant,
roads and sidewalks and
SLOrM Sewers.

From this came the [ive
vear forecast. ;

Had we nol gone regional,
Mr. McKenzle declared, the
engincer's recommendation
would have been accepled
and acled upon by Acion
council. Water rates would be
drastically increased and
more money used f[rom
general revenue,

Hut Acton could not operate
as a lown under preseni-day
costs, Mr. McKenzie cone
cluded blunily.

The public works depart-
ment has detailed lists of
work planned for this year
and next.

Some of the necessary jobs
are an 18-inch sanilary sewer
from Mill 1o Church: sewer
on Mill from Cameron lo
P'ark, 1B inch sewer on Main
Irom Mill to Wallace, Main on
Guelph 1o provide looping of
lakeview subdivision, main
un St. Albans Dr. from Main
10 Willow: main on Churchill
I, from Cedar fload (o the
new high school).

In one case, sewoers are laid
on planks which have since
disinlegrated; the site is on
quicksand,

Several of the jobs connecl
wilh other mains lo provide
looping. Some are planned Lo
exltend further in the fulure.

The work should certainly
be done at the same Ume as
the road above is being recon-
siurcted. Main 5t will be
rebuilt this summer.

Water line work is being
done on Churehill while the
road 15 being rebuilt.
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You can rely on us to do any dry cleaning job to your
liking. We use the very newest methods! Fast. ..

reasonable!

Cleanere and
Stantowean
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Men's 100% Polyester Gabardine
Fully Constructed

Leisure Suits

Sizes
36-44

Sizes
46.52

$350
$50°°

Boy's 100% Polyester Knit

LEISURE SUITS

M

500

Nielsen’

The region staff now has a
program of  preventive
maintenonce, They make
improvements as lthey go
along, if they heve Lhe tlime
ond manpower.

There are nine men in the

regional works department

for all of north Halton, Acton,
Milton and {]Eﬂrgeluwn,
Their equipment includes one
backhoe and one dump Iruck.
They have had on  ex-
ceplionally busy winter due lo
the bad wealher. When extra
equipment is needed it must
be contracted or Lhey borrow
from Halton Hills or Milton
urea works depariments

Well needed

“Siudies show thal the well
at the end of the park is very
much needed. The work has
been held up because of the
coneerns of Beardmore and
Co. that the well might resuly
in lower lake levels. (The
company owns the lake and
uses its waler in its pro-
duction processes.) The
Ministry of the Environment
has become closely involved

“and the waler levels will be

carefully montored when the
well goes into operalion. Pipe
could be laid as soon as next
wieek.

Although the maximum
capacity of the well is two
million gallons & day, only a
million gallens a day will be
pumped. The new Jine will
come down Knox Ave. A new
water 12 inch main  will

evenlually go up Main SL. N.

lo Wallace Ave. 1o beller
serve the entire lown.
Tour

Mr. McKenzie loured Lhe
whole town with an Aclon
region employee, and saw for
himsell many places where
the syslem is deficient. In
some casoes, a few hours and a
few hundred dollars work

would greally improve the
system.

Mr. McKenzie stresses the
importance of work which
will limit the number of
streets cut off in the event of
an cmergency.

For insiance H.K. Porter's
would be shul off in the event
of n walerbreak on McDonald
or Wallace unless a small
loop is added. Until new
valves are added o water
breok on Queen or Acton
Blvd, would require all of
Glenlea subdivision 1o be
wilhout waler.

When new valves were
installed on Main last fall,
Kingham, Brock, Church,
Cobblehlll and Victoria were
all without water.

And being without waler
means being withoul fire
protection, 100.

Afler his search for facts,
Mr. McKenzie backs up his
public works - commillee’s
decision fully. And, he insists,
we would have been obligated
Lo implement R.V. -Ander-
SOn's recommendations
whether we had regional
government or nol.

Victoria Ave. collision

Aboul $100 damage resulted
from the collision ¢n Victoria
Avepue in Lhe morning of
April 5 between a car driven
by Patricia Hody, 40 Maria

St. and another car driven by
Frank Kersemans, 131 Bower
Ave. The police estimate of
damage was on Kerseman's
vehicle.

JUST ARRIVED!!

“ Mens E;I Womens
Vagabond
BOOTS
by Boulet

» PLUS #

Men's Hand Macde
LEATHER INDIAN

3 ) )
Ladies Summer Leather, Cloth & Viny!|

HAND BAGS

Euissa SHoes

38 MILLST.E. ® ACTON @ 853-1716
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Here’s how

you can

find out more
about your
child’s school.

Now is a good time for you to become personally

acqguainted with your local school.

During Education Week, stop in for a visit and
discover what your children are learning. Get to
know the principal and teacher. Find out more

about the activities.

While you're there, ask about the new “community
school” concept which invites participation by
parents in making the local school something ofa
community centre for neighbourhood activities and
programs. "Community school” is an idea developed
by your Ontario Ministry of Educationand isa
partnership of school and community — people

working tagether for everybody’s sake.

It you would like a free copy of our book about

The Acion Free Press, Wednesday, Apiil 13,1977 5

$20,000
addition for
industry

Building permits for Acton

issued last month were
valued at a total of $47,300.

WATCH FOR
THE

Grand Opening
of

Six residenlial additions,
repairs and alterations were
granted for a total cos{ of
$22.500. Two indusirial addi-
tions, repairs and alteralions
Lotalled $24,000, Of this, Acton
Steel al 8 Commerce Courl
are pulting an addilion on
their factory valued at
$20,000,

There was one commercial
permil issued for additions,
repairs and  alteralions
valued at $300. One permil
was issued for the demolition
of a single lamily dwelling
valued atl $500.
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NIKKI’s
PET SHOP

GUELPH STREET PLAZA

GEORGETQWN

THURSDAY, APRIL 2ist

Liquid Plastic

LiguID PLABTIC |
PLASTIGUE LIGUIDE

oas
B0~ Ciin e
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Outlasts varnish 2 to 1.

Varathene tiquid plastic is a clear plastic L
coating that provides a tough, stain resistant e e T T :
shield on wood ond metat surfaces. Use it s SR IR

on panaling, furpiture and aven hard-wear

areas liko floars 1o pretect and beautify,
Avoilable in high gloss or satin, Varathano
adds years 10 the life ond beauty of your
homao.

The Varathane Girl will be demonstrating this
fantastic product in our store . . ..

% SATURDAY, APRIL 16 *

“BRING YOUR PROBLEMS TO US AND SEE
THE DEMONSTRATIONS'

The finish
tough enough
to skate onl
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community schools, "Open Du;:rs: A Community
School Handbook' —in English or French —
write to: |

Curriculum Branch
Ministry of Education
Mowat Block

Queen's Park
Toronto, Ontario M7A 1L2

Province of Ontario
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Willlam Davis,
Premier

Thomas Welis,
Minister of
Education
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