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10 years ago

Taken from the issuecf the Free Press
of Tursday, April 12, 1967

Mr. and Mrs. Alf Duby are the lucky
winners of a dinner {or two al the Captains
Table, Lord Simcoe Hotel in Toronto. The
prize was a door prize at Lhe annual Halton
Mutual Aid banquet in Milton. Several
couples from Aclon attended.
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One fire chief now

The original intention, when  andfirefighting,
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regional government was formed,
was to have one fire chief for all of
Halton Hills. The intention was
good, but it didn't work out well and
council settled for two chiefs, Chief
Buikema in Georgetown and Chief
Mick Holmes in Acton. Now, since
Ken Buikema has left to take
another job, Chief Holmes assumes
control over all of fire protection

It isn't decided yet if there will be
two deputy fire chiefs or not. Chief
Holmes expects to spend about a
third of his time in Acton still, with
the rest of his time in the George-
town fire department office,

Congratulations to Mick, a well-
known Actonian and highly capable
person for the job.

Another voice for Acton

Support was complete when the
Acton Business Association was
formed last week, About 30 people
attending the meeting all agreed on
the formation of the new group, de-
signed to benefit merchants.

The organizers suggest that the
Association would become a
member of the Chamber of Com-
merce by sending delegates, and
that individuals would ailso still
belong to the Chamber.

They plan to help each other and
newcomers in the running of
business. They will have joint
program such as promotion and ad-
vertising, and they will encourage
modernization and beautification
of the store fronts and street.

They expect to form a united
voice in referring to specific issues
such as parking, traffic and down-
{own changes. 5

Although there has been concern
that the new Association would
detract from the Chamber of
Commerce, the business people at
the organizational meeting were
completely in favor of the new

group. |
Likely two groups working for
the best interests of Acton business

and Acton people will be all to the
good, |

Townspeople will look forward
with interest and expectation to the
resuits.

Help solve cancer puzzle

The month-long cancer society
campaign kicked off Friday when
the members of the Acten branch
of Beta Sigma Phi sold daffodils.
Now the faithful canvassers take
over, going door to door. Acton has
a terrific reputation for responding
to this campaign.

The Canadian Cancer Society's
annual expenditures on research
have now risen to $10 miilion. What
is being done with this money - our
money”?

Right now in Canada, the search
for causes of cancer in the enviro-
nment is being undertaken by
cancer epidemiologists. These
scientists hunt for possible conn-
ections between cancer incidence
and sex, age, diet, social habits,
race and geography. -

Epidemioclogical studies have
aiready singled out cigarette smok-
ing as a cause of most lung cancer
and some cancers of the bladder.
It's expected in the next few years,
studies of diet, social customs and
habits, previous illnesses and
medical care, occupation and even
the ethnic origins of Canadians will
lead to the identification of more
causes of cancer in our environ-
ment. This, in turn, will make it
possible for greater prevention of
the disease. -

While research will probably

SENIOR FOURTH CLASS with teacher and prineipal
Miss M. Z. Bennelt are pictured in this photograph
lent by Bert Hinton. It is not dated, but it must

about 1926 or 1927. First row on the left Isobel Lantz,
unknown, V. Tubman, Ann Smith
Blanche Smith; second row Helen Ostrander, Bert
Gibbons, Doris MacDonald, Marjorie Garden, Allan

Violet Currie

make important contributions to
the control of cancer in the future,
there is research being carried out
which has a more immediate con-
tribution to the welfare of cancer
patients. This involves the testing
of new surgical and radiotherapy
techniques and new drugs and drug
combinations.

What have we got to show for the
$60 million which the Canadian
Cancer Society has already spent
in the past? The five-year survival
rate for all cancer sites now aver-
ages 52% compared with 40%,
twenly years ago.

The problem of cancer can be
compared to a giant jig-saw puzzie
and the pieces are hard to find—
very often it is even difficult for
trained Investigators to know what
they are looking for, When a piece
of the puzzle is found it may not
make headlines but progress is
being made,

The cost of research is high. The
Canadian Cancer Society, acting
through the National Cancer Insti-
tude of Canada, is the main source
of funds for cancer research. The
Canadian contribution to this
world-wide progress towards the
control of cancer has been of major
importance. When a canvasser
knocks on your door remember
that your donation is vital to the
solution of the cancer puzzle,

Spring .

There's po question about it Somebody-
up-Theee does look after us poor, Hirked
creatuces here below . 1 have proof

When 1 left vou last week, | was in the
throes of ferocous agony in the back,
seither the doctor nor b knew whother it
was a shithering dise, a boulder i omy
?idnvys leving Lo escape, or leprosy of Lhe
iver.

A awveek later, we sull don’t knew, X-ravy
wire taken, but the doe hasn't received
them yet. [ course, 1it's o whole mile from
the hospatal, where they were taken, to his
afftee, so that's explainable, They probably
sent themn by mail

Bul the pain has cased off w o dult gring,
and that’s the teason for my opening
statement. There does seem o be o Great
Plun, and maybhe Somebody does see us
little sparrows {all

lecause just as my back was emerging
from the acule stage. | succeumbed (o that
gross, disgusting, shuddering, juddering,
swealing, priping,  embarrassing,
exhausting imilment known cuphemistically,
even when il occurs i March, as the
sammer Huto te, an less lady-like circles,
“The dire rear.” '

Naw, | know perfectly well that had the
two concurred, the bad bhack that ymade me
seream when [ifted a sheet of paper. and
the exigencies of my other ailimenl,- this
would be an obiluary column Dovsn’t that
prove that the meek shatl inherit the enrth?
tr something.

You, may think bt is a bil simple-
minded, or & coincidence. Bul the process,
onee begun, went right on

My wile had decided (o redecnrate the
bving room. She bought the paint, made i
conlract with the punter, amd the work
began, while | lay around shivering and
wondering which end of my candle was
going 1o bhurn next,

Horrars. The painl was adb wrong. Instead
of a delicate, conl green, il went on Lhe wall

Marshall, Reta McNabb, - Atkinson: third row Lillian
Perry , Arthur Gamble, John McGeachie, Carne
Burns, Jack Reid, Bill Wilson, Lora MeComb: four
row Bert Hinton, - Lambert, Aubrey Gervais, Jessie
Mann, - Cripps, Gordon Cooper; fifth row Isobel
Smith, Mel Locker, Newton Hurst, Lecnard Watson:
gixth row Abbie Price, Sandy Malcolm, Jack Symon.
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. . and the doors open
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Sugar and Spice

by bill smiley

-

©as i cold whitey-blue, aboul the shade you'd

find on the walls of a penitenmiary cell

Aller one day’s paioling, she was near
fears. 1ido’t sleep o wink. Bat, and bere's
where gnod old Abounding Grace comes in.
came o solution. 'Fhe speeial deily 1hat
lpoks alter poor, downcast, mithlle-ngped
prople who are either plunging into Lthe
Depths of Despair, or ses sickly navigating
Ihre Strails, came 1o the rescue.

Sinee Fwas too weak, she had to put o
the gurbage. While she was doing su, she
camne deross an old color chart for paint
that had exaclly the sbade she wanted on
the walls

shrieks of joy. OIf 1a the hardware,
hammering on the door before they were
open. Back home, before the painter
arrived, with ansther $30 worth of paini
Perfect! Joy reigns supreme in the Smiley
pesyehitatric ward,

Poerhaps you're still skeptical., Maybe yvou

don’t believe that a Higher Power s looking

afler you-know-wha

Constder these facts, My wile informed
me, and T had Lo agree, beeause T was too
shaky teargue, that she had actually saved
mopey on the deal. "This.may scem silly, as
we hird doubled the painl requiremnents for
a room thirty teet long, eighteen feel wide,
and eleven feet high, Not so, H we'd stuck
with the first painl, we'd have 1o throw ot
the obd drapes, and spend about $250 on pew
anes, because the old ones didn't go with the
new paint, i you're stdl with me. We save
vast saums like this abl the time,

Maxyhbe vou begin to see the patiern now.
But that's not all. Because | was too sick
and weak and shaky te write a column or
mark exam papers, 1 cleaned out my
drawers. Please. This had nothing. o do
wille the dire rear previodsly mienlioned.
'm referring to the drawers in my desk,
10 all Dwas fit for, physically, mentally, or
emotiunally.

And T found some tremendous sluff i
there. Hundreds of letters, unanswered.
Two requests from publishers o pul my
cidumn inlo book fosm. Five reguests to be
puest speaker at something or other, A
patdlock for o school locker. Ancient, paicd-

off mortgopes. Fighteen paper clips and

[welve rubber bands amd seven peneils. A

O L

eopy of my will, unsigned, Two insurance
policies 1 didn’t know [ had, Two hundged
uld ecolumns, Fifteen addresses ['d been
tvoking for for years. A copy of a greal
velitorial 1 onee wrote, entitled, “Sex and
Lhe Editor.” :

A letter [rom my daughler, aged ten al
camp, wanting to come home at once, A
letter from same daughter, aged eighieen,

suaying insouciantly, [rom Montreal, "If you .

ever want 1o see me again, send some
breadd, us 1 have one cept.” We senl.

Uld  stock  cerlificates, impressively
printed, tolal wvalue three dollars as
wallpaper. Letlers from my son {rom
Alaska, Halifax, Mexico City, Jerusalem,
Fariguay, New Orleans.

* Letlers from nice nld ladies who scald me
gently Tor my vulgarity. Letters from
villgar uld men ®ho scold me roundiy for
ned letting ‘er rip.”

Leters from--former students (mostly

_girls), who perhaps used me as a surrogate

lather or older brother or uncle, who tell me
all their troubles, and who have now guite
forgolien moe, alas.

I won't go on. It-was a combination of
Aladdin's cave and Pandora's Box.

Bul T do wamt you (o gel the theme. If 1
hatn’t had a sore back, 'd never have had
it get helter so that | could survive Lhe dire
rear.

[t | hadn'l the dire rear, we'd have the
wrang paint on the living reom, and I'd
never have cleaned oul my drawers.

Antd if those Iwe hadn't occurred, we
wouldn't be having a sale of whitey-blue
paint, and a large bonlire, simultaneously,
on the first day the backyard dries up.

Don’t laik to me about evolution, Darwin,
survival of the fitlesl. It's perfeclly ob-
vious, s | have shown, thal lhere is a
Cirand Plan for the universe, and that there
Is Someone, or Something, in charge of it.

Now, | don’t want lo squabble, or a fight
with women's lib, We won't call that
Someone cilher God or Buddha or the Gelst
ar the Supreme Being, or The Master.

Since lie-She looks after all us turkeys
wilhout reference to sex, color or creed,
let’s jusl call It the Turkey-Person. OK?
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Tab/e of Metric convolutions

We Lhink that the government s, as
usual, rushing into this Metric business a
little too quickly. ‘There are many problems
vel 1o he worked oot in the progriom, pro-
hiems which so {ar have never even been
looked &,

The Tirst is the question of the pranun-
ciation of some of the unils used. For in-
slance, is it a kil-All-meteroris it a KiLL-o-
meter? Or are they, in fael twe Separate
things, a fact which the government is
carefully hiding lo protecl jis overloud
assertions that the melric system is sim-
pler than the ofd feol and inch method?

There are some good words for you: fom
nnd inch. Good Anglo-Saxon type words, no
hint of foreignness and maybe communism
besmudges their proud brevity. Everyone
knows how {o say "“inch'

Another problem connected with this
program is that budding humeorists will be
bereft of many of the standard chestnuts
which lillter the comic fireplace of our
literury life.

Can you scriously imagine Somegne
standing up in front of an audience and
soying: “Whal is the longest word in the
icnglish language? Smiles, because there
are one polnt 8ix kil-AH-mclers between the
first letter and Lhe lasl.” The joke doesn't
improve even if you replace kil-Al-melers

]

with  KILL-o-meters, even though the
secyond version has some appeal Lo Lhe
vialent instinels in us,

A number of colourful and important
pithy savings will be lost forever loo.
“lietler to die on ene's meters than live on
one's kpees™ just doesn’t make it

These are only o very few of the problems
which we could name. Others, such as what
happens lo thermomelesrs ido they become
thermoleet? ) need nol be pointed oul, as
they are patently obvious.

We Lherefore urge everyone to refuse Lo
buy anyihing wilth a melric labe) uniess
they fec] like it, More than this we cannot
say. ~—John Bollomlgy
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Of this and that

Words change their meaning.
When King James (1566-1625)
called St. Paul's Cathedral

"5 P

“amusing, awful, and artificial,”
.the architect was pleased. In those

days, amusing meant amazing:
awful meant awe-inspiring; and
artificial meant artistic,

George Kerr was the unanimous choice of
delegales {o carry the Progressive Conser-
vative stand in the new riding of Halton
Wesl at Friday's nomination meeling in
Burlington Central high school.

Hen! Kentner, son of Mr. and Mrs. Fred
Kentner, Jr., Victoria Ave., won the
coveled prize of a week ol hockey school
and $25 spending money al Salurday's
minor hockey banquel.

Hon Henry, 42 John Street, is in Guelph
General Hospital for a minor operation.
Friends wish him a speedy recovery.

Firefighters were called Tuesday about 5
p.m. when the molor in the furnace at the
home of Harold Melnlyre, just narith of
lown, look fire,

20 years ago

Token from the {gsue of the

Free Pressof Thursday, Aprll 11, 1857,

Mayor Tyler reported {0 council on Lhe
field tesls laken on the new lown waler site
on the R.L. Davidson farm.

The members of four Nassagaweya lown-
ship Institutes celebrated their 60th an-
niversary. Campbellville president is Mrs.
James Wallace, Nassagaweya president
Mrs. Andrew Frank, Dublin president Mrs.
Willinm Mciniyre and Busy Bees present
Mrs. Oscar Locker,

A huge Larpaulin shrouds aclivity al the
sil¢ of the new Bank of Montreal.

There are now 11 volunteers and a Si.
;:ﬂhn Ambulance Brigade may be formed

Ere.

Jim Ledger has installed 2 modern self-
service meat counter in the IGA store. Culs
are pre-cul and wrapped, The slore was
closed for three days for alterations.

The Lender of J.B. Mackenzie and Son of
$25.863 for the building of the new lire hall
was aceeepted. -

Aclon Hotary Fun Fair was held at Lhe
L.egion Friday George Musselle was in
charge of Lhe bingo and there were other
games,

Radar equipment is now being uscd by
Corp. Ray Mason and the men of the O.P.P,
detachment. Salurday they apprehended 35
drivers.

100 years ago

Taken lrom the issue of the Free Press

of Thursday. Aprit 12, IBI7.

A worthy cilizen of this village injured his
hand severely lasL weck when lighting the
marning fire. This is a lerrible warning 1o
men to lel their wives lighl the fire.

A lodge of Odd-Fellows is Lo be instituted
here. The hall gver J.H, Smith's fumilure
store has been engaged and fitted up flor a
lodge room.

The Centennial Medal awarded 1o Lhe
Acton Plow Company in Philadelphin has
arrived here, It is very handsome. -

The man who knows of a good troul
stream is now actively engaged in keeping
his mouth shu,

An Acton lady has got rid of tramps by a
wise system of ireatment. When they call at
the house requesting something to cat she
sels them (o culting enough wood to pay for
the meal.

A new Division Gronge has been {ormed
at Rockwood, The meeting in the town hall
was well atlended. Bro. J. Ramsay of Eden
Mills is the Wor. Master. Other officers are
H. Smith, H. Black, 5. B. Campbell, G.
Campbell, D. Anderson, T. Waters, H.
Dredge, G. Ellington, Mrs. H. 5. Smilh Mrs.
Jus. Ramsay.

Five dollars a cord for tanbark at
Beardmore's lannery.,
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Did you hear about the con-
tortionist that applied for unem-
ployment insurance because he
couldn’'t make ends meet?

* * »

The gift of gab is okay provided
you know when towrap it up.

THE ACTON FREE PRESS
PHONE 853-2010

Business and Editorial Office

*CNA

1976 award
winner

Faunded w1 YH7E and publehed wwery Wedneaday ot 59
Willoww 51, Acton, Ontano Membe ol the Awvdit
Buresu of Circulabon, yhe Cansdan Community Mew-
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at Lhe apokcabee rate. In the dvid ol & hpogos e
arrod pdvarirgng pocads OF sarvices Bl B wiDng prce,
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