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- Hydro hearings adjourned —again

Another adjournment s
necessary in the Bradley-
Georgetown hydro expropria-

" Lion hearings at Acton Legion

hall because the interest of
the people of Ontario is so
great, a troubled hearing
officer ruled yesterday.

Hearing officer Donald
Meyrick, who said  his
decision gove him  “'great
personal discomfort,”
granted the motion for ad-
journment because all cases
under the new provincial ex-
propriation hearing act may
be affecled by an appeal
before the courls.

The appeal, which was
granied  Monday, springs
from the same hearings
Meyrick  adjourned  lasl
November.

Expropriniion hearimngs in
Acton's Legion Hall are for
Ontario Hydro's pruoposed
500,000 volt eurr@dur from the
nuclear genecaling station at
Bruce, on Lake Huron, Lo &
spot between Alilton and

Georgelown,

The path of the proposed
power corridor is broken into
lhree sections for the purpose
of expropriation, and the
hearings Tuesday concerned
the southern section, [rom
north of Hwy 7 south to Milton
slation.

Opponenis of Lthe proposed
power lines are appealing a
split decision of the divisional
eourt which would have pre-
vented hearing olficer
Meyrick  from  accepling
evidenee or allowing cross-
examinalion concerniny
other directions  for  the
corridor, that is, other direc-
lions than the one chosen by
the provincial utility.

Hearing officer  Meyrick
ruled last November Lhat he
ought not to hear evidence
concerning olternate routes.
Upponents of the line, which
include the Inlerested
Citizens Group and otlhers,
wish 1o present such evidence
and arpue against Onlario

Hydro's choice of line. The
provinecial utility, on the other
hand, wants just lo use
cvidence about the position of
individual towers along the
i4-mile seciion.

RResclution by the court of
questions concerning the use
of evidence for alternate
routes would remove some of
the what Meyrick cualled the
“awareness” of the hearings.

Meyrick may reconvene
the hearings before the ap-
peal court comes down with a
decision. Meyrick's adjourn-
ment yeslerday carries con-
ditions that lawyers for ex-
propriation opponents musl
de all Lhe paper work needed
and with Onlario Hydro's
lawyer, approach (he chief
justice in three weeks (o see if
the earliest possible dale for
the appeal hearing is sel.

“Exceptional lreatment’ is
needed Meyrick said. He said
that work by lawyers for local
residents who oppose the line
“must proceed 1o the ox-

clusion of all other matters”,
Georgelown lawyer Richard
Howlil, who headed the op-
posilion, agreed to the con-
ditions, :

Onlario Hydro lawyer Tom
Marshall told Meyrick that he
wrote the chiel Jjustice
Tuesdoy afternoon.

Bolth lawyers dlsagreed
aboul the date when the hear-
ings would most likely
resume. Hydro's Marshall
mainlained that it'd be
Seplember or Oclober belore
hearings resume, if Meyrick
granled the adjournment,
because of  the courl's
crammed  schedule and
SUMMEer's recess,

Howilt on lhe olher hand,
felt thalt June would be a
more likely 1ime, a date:
which  Marshall termed

Stoverly optimistic’” if  the

chief justice does nol grant an
early hearing.

Throughout the two hour
meeling in the wide room in
the Legion, Howitt contended

that in spite of the six months
passing, the position of the

ponents was the same as
last November. They still did
nol know if they may intro-
duce evidence concerning al-
ternate lines {o the hearing.

“We can oblain the ob-
jeelives of the expropriatling
autherity {Hydro) by alter-
native routes,” Howitl said.
Thercfore crossexamination
and the introduction of
evidence dealing  with  al-
lernale routes is essential to
our case, he added.

Marshall  oullined the
choices he felt lay before
Meyrick yesterday. An ad-
journmenl was one, but the
lawyer satd it “can’t [rankly
be toleraled by (ntorio
Hydro™. The hearing could
proceed as it had mm the
middle section of the line
¢ Limechouse-Colbeck), il
could proceed and hear the
balance of Hydro's evidence
on specific location of lowers
ot the hearing could conlinue

ternative route evidence, but
added that he was nol pre-
and alse hear evidence of
owners with respect to small
changes in the line,

Marshall told Meyrick that
he was ready to listen to al-
pared lo bring forth Ontarlg
Hydro wilnesses for the
opponents lo cross-examine.

Afler hearing an hour's
argumnents by both sides,
Meyrick retired to a back
room with a coffee, cigar and
his notes for a half hour of
decision making.

Expropriation hearings on
the middle sectlon of the
same line finished last month
in Aclon, under the same
hearing officer Meyrick.

Lawycers in the north part of
the controversial line are
appealing Onlario  Energy
minister James Taylor's
decision which gave a go-
ahead for expropriations
from Lhe generating station Lo
Colbeck,
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tured preparing newspaper pages for Dills
Printing, he spends three nights a week attached
fo a kidney dialysis machine. He joins in a
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_ JUST A GLIMPSE of bandage under his left
shirt sleeve hints at the fact Henry Harbers

doesn’t lead a perfectly normal life. Here pic-
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Halton Hegion's Public
Works Committee approved
the copstruction of a
£§,167,5343 extension to - the
Acton Waler pollution Control
Planl Wednesday.

But . the project wasn’l
approved without concern
being raised about Acton's
ability to pay for thil and
other expensive sewer and
witler projects needed in the
lown.

Choirman Jack Raflis said
the committee wis approving
a tot of work that has lo be
charged back to Ac¢ton, but he
said il would be necessary tor
either Halton Hills Council or
Hegional Council 1o bale
Acton oul. *"They can't afford
all of this,”” Raftis said.

Regional " Chairman Rie
Morrow said it wouldn't be
legally possible for Halton
Hills 1o bale Acton out and
only the region could do it. He
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smid lhe only method avail-
able is through uniform waler
rates and equalized charges
un sewer work.

Aclon, Georgeiown  and
Burlingion ajl, face heavy
increases in their waler rales
this vear and in Aclon’s case
again next year. Oakville and
Milton do pol have to raise
Ltheir rales yel.

Oakville Councillor  Carl
Eriksen said Qakville had
increased iLs rntes on a rego-
lar hasis o avoid getting inlo
irouble.

“If Acton has been sitling
on ils hands since 1964, don't
ask the people 1 represent to
pay again,”” Eriksen said.

He said Acton had enjoyed
cheap water rates and now
they want Oakville to bale
them oul. *'They've had bad
governmenlt up there.” he
sad. -

Councillors who oppase

egualized water rates see il
as a slep towards equalized
assessment on sewer projects
as well. '

The way il is now, lucal
councils have some control
pver projects  they  want
carried oul. Regional Com.
mitlees  or  Council are
unlikely 10 reject a project an
area wanis il il is to be paid
for by the area.

tin the other hand if the
charge is Lo be spread across
the region, the region will
want 1o have & closer scrutiny
ol the projects il approves.

in spile of claims by
Burlington Councillors  that
Acton will be the big winner
Acton representative Pat Me-
Kenzic is hesitant to endorse

. the push for equalized waler

rales.

“It would bencfit Actlon
now, there is no doubt about
that. Hut 20 vears {rom now

I'm not sure if it will be o
heneiil.
“He said the expansion of

Approve plant addition but
query Acton’s ability to pay

the sewage plant just ap-
proved is the last expansion
for the plant.

Duby denies

system ‘cheap”

Couneillor Les Duby, whe's
the former mavoer of Acton,
lakes’ sirong exceplion 1o
remarks  made . reeent
region meetings critical of
Acton’s past decisions.

speaking of Aclonls water
system, region treasurer Don

‘armer said last week Lhal
Aclon’s  water and  sewer
system was built *on the
cheap™ and the silvation here
‘wis drastie.”

« It was not butit on the
cheap, Mr. Duby  asserts
hotly. 11 was. built according
Lo our level of assessment and
our lown capabilities. It's not
any fault of ours if the region
has gol grandiose, high-cost
ways of operatling."”

“We knew we  couldn't
operate in o sophisticated
Wiy,

“We had good engineering
advice und our plant was
quile adequate. It worked
well. We knew there would be

things we'd have to do in the
future.

“"We did whal
afford.”

He feels that  equalized
wiler rates will have 1o be

w could

considered, faced with the ' 4

predicied 60 per cent rale

incerease [or Aclon. He thinks:

the equalized rates should he
more  satisfaclory, i1 it's
across Lhe board. “Bul don’
single  us  out as  Lhe
municipality to he clol
bered!™ he said,

“We're nol asking lo be
bailed out by equalized
rates,” he said,

“We built our own arena
and library and now we're
asked to share the cosl of
(reorgelown’s,” he
sugResled,

“We didn't ask
regional!™

He concluded **T  won't
accept criticism that we were
lacking. We were on lop of
everything.™
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KELLY BEEMER OF BADEN ca

italon Hills now has a fire
chief {for Lhe whole lown.

Monday Mick  Holmes,
chief of fire area numhber one,
Aclon and surrounding area
wils appointed to Lthe position
of chief for both dislricts one
and lwo. Area lwo is com-
prised of Georgetown and the
surrounding area.

Halton Hills council mude
the appointment following an
in-catnera meeling.

[n addition to his duties as
chief of Area One, Holmes
was directed by council 1o
take over us head of Area
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this weekend to see her favorite hockey team,
New Hamburg, play in the 3rd annual Acton
Centennial Atom Tournament., Tourney lasted
all weekend. More stories and photos on sports

pages, section B,

g Four year frustration Approve
permit lost in shuffle budgets
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ONTARIO HYDRO and cable television employees worked for several
hours Monday morning to restore their respective services after a hL:EE
e

old tree toppled to the

highway south of Actonat the Norton home.

L)

ground and took wires with it. The tree is on

A four year, frustrating
battle for a2 building permit
for o small industrial building
on Main Streel North, Aclon,
by Mogen Tefl, came no
closer (o a solution, Maonday
night al Halton Hills council.

He told council he slurted in
1973, when the permit was
approved by the Actlon
plunning board and council.
He swid  apparently  the
papers gol lost in Lhe shuffle
when regional government
was sel pp, and were never
forwarded to the OMB,

He said after many
questions and endless phone
calls in 1974 he was told it
would be cansidered as parl
of an overull plan. “*From
then on nothing has hap-
penced. What is the infention,
to put me off forever?” he
asked.

Mayor Tom Hill explained
Mr. Toft has asked Acton
council for a rezoning, but the
lown of Aclon rever senl Lthe
I)ap{!rﬁ into the OMB, He said
ater the OMB said they

would nol appraove spot

Fallen tree cuts
hydro and cable

A downed (ree belween

Acton and Speyside caused a
hydro blackout in the immed-
late area, and a disruplien of
cable lelevislon service In
Acton, Milton and George-
town, an Monday. '
- The large, badly rotted
tree, in front of the home of
Mr. and Mra. H. W. Norlon on
Highway 25, loppled at 9.30
a.m. laklpg hydro and cable
wires with it os il fell to the
ground,

The hydro was off unlil
aboul one p.m.. from the
southern outskirts of Acton to

Speyside while Onlario Hydro
workers sirove to restore ser-
vice. Speyside school was leil
without lights or heat and
normal classes were dis-
rupted during the morning.

Cable service was ceven-
tually restored lo subscribers
during the day. All of North
Halton was affecled, while
cable workers restrung 600
yards of cable back onto the
hydro poles.

According to Ontoario hydro
warkers, the tree fell for no
apparent reason, but they
said it was rolted inside.

i

reioning.

Councillor Les Duby said
Me. ‘Tolt was caught up in the
lransfer and is suffering {rom
the resultamt confusion. He
said sinee the OMB wen’t
aApprove spol rezoning now,
Mr. Tofl is enught in the delay
of a new Official Plan. He
said some decision should be
made as quickly as possible.

Councillor Pal McKenzie
said the OMEB wanled Lo Rnow
what will happen to the land
hehind Scene Street,

The planner said the an-
swer would still be “No'',
since it is spo! Tezoning.

Councillor Roy Booll: said
the planner makes recom-
mendations,  but  plaaning
board can deat with them as
they like.

Mr. Toll's problem was
referred to planning board.

- Settle

Following union meetings

‘Manday, agreement has been

reached on contract

_negotiations with Beardmore

ond Co. A vole was taken by

the union membership.
While agreement has been

reached, no’ delails will be
available untll next week,
said Abbolt Conway on behalf
of the company. Wording of
the contracl rust yet be put
in {lg proper form.-'. -

Hulton Region  Public
Works Committee approved
sewer and water budgets for
the region at special meetings
Thursday and Friday.

The budget calls for
$286,725 and $127.000 on the
Aclon samilary sewer and
walerworks respectively. The
work planned in Georgetown
for sonitary sewers amounis
Lo $85, 000 and for waterworks
$238,105.

The budget calls for
$158,610 to be spent on sani-
lary sewers in Millon along
with $287,210 worth of work on
the water system.

Unlike the roads budget,
sanilary sewer and water-
works projecls are charged

cam

paign to make people conscious of the need

for kidney donations, See Page5.

Holmes new fire chief

Two replacing Ken Buikema
who has slaried his new job
as Safety Officer or Wimpey
llomes, Mississauga, Mon-
day. Buikema resigned Febr-
uary 28.

Holmes will now sit down
wilh works commiltee lo dis-
cuss stafling requirements. L
will also he decided Jater
E‘heru his headquarters will

.

Works chairman  Mike
Armsirong indicated  there
will likely be at least one
depuly-fire chief and possibly
a deputy for both lire arcas,

A long time Acton resident
Holmoes has been in firefight-
ing for over 30 years and
before becoming  chief for
area one he was Aclon’s fire
chief for 13 years,

Priwr to the birth of Hallon
Hills in 1974 Holmes had been
carmarked to serve as fire
chiel for the entire tawn but it
was later decided to split
Hakton Hills in half and make
Hoimes chief for area one and
Butkema chief for area (wo,
Bulkemia had become fire
chief in Georgetown in 1972,

Parking ban criticized

The ban on overnight park-
ing came in for criticism al
Hallen Hills council meeting
Monday night.

Countillor Peter Morris
contended the by-law was nol
serving the purpose for which
it was intended. He claimed il
was meanl to help town
forees with snow removil,
but pow cars are being tagged
in fine weather, and on a 12
month a year basis.

He said he was receiving
calls about having cars
lagged when they had over-
night visitors.

Councillor Roy Booth said
the overnight parking on
stireezs had also been aimed
at preventing wrecked cars

back to the municipality in -

which the work takes place,

The high cost of Lhe work
that needs to be done on Acton
sewer and water is couse for
concern among reglonal
staflers and some coun-
cillors.

Work required in Acton Lhis
year is substantially higher
than work in Georgetown and
only slightly less than Milton.
But Acten bas fewer people to

bear the cest and the impaclt

ont the ratepayer is moro sig-
nificant.

being left on the road, and to
prevent three and four ecar
families from using the
streets as parking lots, He
suid he would support the mo-
tion [or o review of the bylaw
as long as the lwo reasons
were considered.

Councillor Mike Armstrong
siua he lhought he had made
it clear the by-law was to be
enforeed 12 months a year.

Councillor Peter Marks:
saitl he had undersiood the
biv-law would be on the books
for the 12 monlhs, but would
only he enforced during the
winter months.

touncitlor Les Duby said he
had received several com-
plaints  from  people  with
overnight visilors,

ARMFUL OF dafiodils means money for the
Cancer Society. The sale of [lowers Friday and
Saturday was the kick-off of the month-long

campaign here. Member of Theta Phi chapter of

Beta Sigma Phi Susan Robbins was selling
blooms on the street in Saturday’s rain,.




