8 The Acton Free Press, Wednesday, March 30, 1977

= -t
-

There's a iot o be.ﬂaid about having a weekly chance to
express your opinions, as in this column, This week I'm on

my soap box,

My father used to call it “Quality of Workmanship". Now
at M, I'm beginning to see a lot of wisdom in the paternal
waords I used lo roll my eyes about, Either I'm getting older
very rapidly or they just don’t make things like they used to.

I'm referring to the multitude of gadgetz and appliances
one needs to run an average household. We've never been
terribly gadget consclous, (correction: I've never been so,
but Mack loves anything that goes wrrr, requires its bultons
pushing, and costs over a hundred dollars).

However, we do own things like [ridges, stoves, sewing
machines and vacuum cleaners, These things eventually
break down permanently and require replacement,
especinlly after 14 years of marriage—1'm thinking of doing

that myself.

I rarely mind living with a vacuum held together by

electrical tape

, running on one wheel and pulfing as much as

it sucks, Or a stove cooking on two burners. Or a fridge that
opens with & screwdriver. Or a sewing machine that gels
stuck in high gear racing up seams and fingers at 60 miles an

hour,

Once in a while, Mack surprises me wilh a new appliance,
always an expensive new-fangled job with its full quota of
things that go ping. Like my father, he says il never pays to

buy chea

p—youget what you pay for. Sure, youdo.

Once upon a time that saying was so right but it ain't no
more. The old appliances we got when first married, some of
which were ten years older than the marrlage, seem much
stronger and belter made than the items casting four, six, or
eight times as much today. They may not have had all the
wonderful add-ons, but kept running even when sick.

My ancient Inglis

washer, purchased for $40, washed two

or three loads a day for five years including horse blankets,
rugs, farm coats, and stuffed toys. The fancy later model,
replacing thestill-running Inglis, died after many ilinesses in

two years.

Moat of the recent model machines are totally plastic—and
brittle plastic at that. Have you seen 2 newer {ridge with all
its drawers and shelves in one plece lately? No, they splitand
break in no time. My old fridge may not have had a handle,
but at twenty some years of age it had most of its heavy
shelves intact and all of its drawers, And it had never siopped

running!

Have you looked closely at an electric mixer these days?
It'il toss its beaters across the room if yougive it a stiff egg to
whip. My mom had an ancient Sunbeam you could crunch
boner with. It ate its share of metal spatulas (none of these
weak-kneed plastic stir sticks), chewed up many a wooden
spoon and never faitered, Come to think of it I still have it.

What do we do about built in obsolescence? How do you
cope with the multitude of items lasting &8 mere fourteen
hours after the guarantee expires and lhen requiring six
weeks labour costing-an-arm-and-a-leg to put in running

arder for anciher three months?

If you ever find out, please let me know. In the meantime,
I'll keep making do and looking for those good old wooden,
sieel and solid metal items mother used tohave.

Keep it simple

According Lo Regional
Chairman Ric Morrow, Hal-
lon Regional Planning
Department has been warned
that fututre planning reparts
must be submitted in plain
language. _

During a meeting of the Bill
151 Review Committee Fri-
day, Morrow assured the
committee he had spoken to
Planning Director Ed Cum-
ming.
© I lold him that if we gel
any maore reporis with the
kind of verbiage we've had in
the past, he can expeel lo
have council jump on him
with both feel.”

Councillor Jim Watson had

brought up the matter when
he complained aboul the
pages and pages of data pro-
duced concerning the aims
and objectives of the planning
department.

Planning - reports loaded
with jargon difficult for coun-
cillors {o understand and al-
maosi impossible [or a layman
to wade through have been
the subject of criticism in the
pasl. -

Mr. Morrow lold the com-
mittee the Walerloo official
plan has a short summary of
the plan objectives in the
front of the reporl. He sug:
gested that is all that is
necessary.

OPP ask for help

Milton OPP are asking for
public assistance o help
thern identily the driver of Lthe
car which hit Bhalti Bashi
Ahmed, a security guard al
Frankel Steel, while he was
walking to work just before
" midnight Friday.

The 21-year-old Mr.
Ahmed, of 144 Wilson Dr., is
currently In the Milton
District Hospital in
satisfactory condilion after
suffering a broken leg and
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facial injuries in the hil and
run accidenl.

Mr. Ahmed was struck by a
car while he was walking on
the Highway 25 bridge over
Highway 401. Pollce suspect
\he car either continued north

‘1o Aclon or ook the west-

bound ramp lo London.

Police are still in-
vesligaling but are asking
anyone who wilnessed Lhe
accident or has any pertinent
information lo contact them
al 878-237. '

Review committee sees

- More power at region

Halten Reglonal Council
should have more conlrol
over aulonomous and semi--
aulonomous boards and com-
missions in Lhe region, oe-
cording lo members of the

council's Hill 151 Review
Committee.
Heglonal Chairman Ric

Morrow told the commiltee al
a meeling Friday thal he
wanted the committee to
invesligate the pect of
making the Children’s Aid
Society a Department of the
Hegion.

Regionnl Council and the
autonomous Children's Aid
Board ol Directors seem 1o be
headed (ar a econfrontatlon
over the proposed CAS bud-
gel. The budgel calls for a 60
per cenl increase.

Mr. Morrow said he was

disturbed to learn thal the
CAS wanied to hire its own
accountani. He fell there was
duplicntion being created
that wouldn't be necessary if
the CAS was considered a
depariment of the region
instead of an independent
body.
Mr. Morrow angered CAS
direciors and members when
he  used the CAS annual
meeting as a forum Lo scold
the Seciely for ils proposed 60
per cent budgel increase.

That appears to be the lirst
in a series of confrontalions

the Region and the CAS will
have,

The Hegion's Community
Service Committee has said it
will hold a .-:Feciul in-camera
meeling to deal with person-
nel problems at the CAS and
the proposed budget,

While the CAS is the organ-
lzation muost often in the
headlines these days, Lhe
committee reviewing Bill 151
doesn't limit ils plans for
greater conlrol lo that body.

The commiltec agreed that
legistation should be changed
to strip the Board of Health of
its autanomy,

As il stands, there are two
provincial oppointees and
several regional councillors
on Lthe Board of Health. While
the problem has never pre
sented itself, it Is possible
that the Board of Health could
push a program without the
mujorily support of the coun-
cil. -

While the board member-
ship is weighted heavily in
favor of the council, il does
represenl a4 mineority.

Unlike the planning, public
works or administration com-
miltees it does nol have 1o
report o council. It does so

now a5 i courtesy. Bul legally

the counct! could nof overrule
a tecision of the health board.

Mr. Morrow satd  1that
legislation should be

tighiened up to glve council
more control over the Board
of Health. Milton Councillor
Jim Watson echoed Morrow's
sentiment  concerming  the
possibllity of (he reglon's
expanding role.

He favored the proposal
that would make the Board ol
Health responsible to the
Council and went even fur-
ther than thot.

He suggested the CAS,
Police Department and Con-
servalion Authority should all
be under the direct control of
the region, "I can see where
one is taken in and the other is
nol,” he said.

Chairman Morrow said the
province would eventually
lurnover ils responsibility for
plur;nmg control  to  the
region.

He said he looked forward
1o the day when there would
be no interference on plann-
ing  mallers from the
province, “laocnl conirel is
what we want and local
conlrol is what we are gel-
Lng,"” he said.

While the prospect of maore
power in planning al the
regional  level  obviously
pleased Mr. Morrow, some of
the  Heview  Commitiee
members  weren’l  wilhoul

Industrial, commercial
plumbing fees soar

Councillor Marilyn Ser-
jeanison thinks an increase in
plumbing and drainage
license fees certainly won't
help the lown altract more in-
dustry.

Monday Halton Hills works
commiltee approved new fees
and changes to a by-law
which will see drastic in-
creases in plumbing fees for

The Ontario  Municipal
Board has approved an ap
plicativn for a land severance
for Norman and Ruth
Newman north of Speyside.
The severance application
had been approved by the

Hegion's Land  Division
Commiltee bul opposed by
the  Hegional Planning
Department.

In a report to the regional
Planning Commiltee Planner
Brian Kropl said:  "In
arriving at his decision, C. G.
Ebers af the OMB noted that
the inlent of the Official Plan
was ‘clearly 1o discourage
scoflered isolated develop-
menl. However, the subject
fands were unsuitable for
agriculture and, while some
consenls criterin were con-
iravened, several other
criteria were not.

"“"He noted that the Board
was not quile satisfied that
the intent of The Planning Act
would be observed in the
scverance.,  Further, Mr.
Ebers staled that the Board
feels the cammunily as a
whole is indehted Lo a family
which has farmed lands for

industrial and commerctal
developmenis and o slight
increase for residential con-
struction, too. Councillor
Mike Armstrong described
the increases as “healthy.”

Enginver HRobert  Auslin
said the helty increase for in-
dustry and commereial, and
maoddest increase for residen-
laal. brings Halion Hills in

0O.M.B. severance

generations, and that the
lveal circumslances of the
siluation are best known by

the Land  Division Com-
mitiee.

"“Therefore, with some
hesitation, the Board:

dismissed the Region's ap-
peal, upheld the decision of
the Land Division Commillee
and allowed ke severance,””
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line with olher surrounding
lowns such as Oakville and
Hramplon. He added Halton
Ehills” rates are far below
other Halton and Peel muni-
cipalities.

“[I we are really (rying Lo
attract indusiry we should
Jeuve the indusiry fee in and
continue Josing o little money,
Serjeantsan said.

Austin - noled the [ees
haven'l been changed since
1935 apd certainly  hasn't
brought the town any extra
mdusiry in that time.

I saitdl recently o plumber
hrought in a chegue Lo pay the
fees and il was made oul lor
over $700 and* ke only had 1o
pay it litlle vver $100

The committee
Serjeanlson’s concerns and
approved (hg new plumbing

fees. i
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rejected K-

concern.

Oakville Councillor Laurte
Maonnell wondered whether or
nol planning should be al Lhe
area municipality level ns

apposed lo the region. He
wanled (o lake the res-

ponsibility otte step cleser to
the people than the province
is suggesting.

Councillor Watson said he
wns upsel  becsuse the
planners al Lthe region had
only ane line of comment con-
cerning a G650-home sub-
division in Millon that council
did not want, but when it
came lo a-land severance
“away up in God's country
they  wrole  something
equivaient to the New Tesla.
menlL."

IDon Gerden, Chairman of
the Review Committee said
he was annoyed lrom time to
lime by the Hegional Plann.
ing Depariment. ““Whal right
do they have (o diclate?"

Chief Administrative
Officer Ernie Reid defended
the planners. *They are not
diclaling. They are pro-
fessionals and are stating
professional opinions bul the
opinlons aren't etched in
slone,” he said.

Assessment
court sits

Bert Hinton is now presid-
ing al spring sittings of the
assessment review court of
Ontario. His appointment
reguires him lo hold courts in
Burlington, Toronto, Brad-
ford, Toltenham, Uxbridge,
Victona Harbor and Cold-
water within the next few
months.

These are the first courts of
appeal for assessmentl. Mr.
Hinton would never be asked
to sil in his own area.

Usually he as chairman is
the only person to hear the
case. Judgement is usually
made the same day. Some-
times the cases proceed lo
higher courts, and from there

1o the Onlario Municipal
Board. .

Mr. Hinton has held the
posl since 1969
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“Thal is the nice thing
about il, we run the region,
they don'l, Mr., Morrow
said, referring (o the staff,

Oakville Administrator
Ken Needham sald the muni-
cipalities have always been
subjeclt lo those sorls of
comments and changes, but

uniil now Lhey have come.

from the province where local
government has no control,
He suggested that with the
power at the region there is al
least the opporiunity for more
local contro] and knowledge
of whal is being done.

The region hasn'l yvel taken
over the exira
powers from Lhe province and
doesn't want 1o, until the
offocial plan is finished.

Regional Planning Direclor
Ed Cumming has sald that he
intends to shift his staff that
are currently working on plan
preparation lo handle the new
responsibilities once the plan
15 completed and the new res-
ponsibilities are laken over.

The Bill 151 Review Com-
mitlee is examining Bill 151,
the  Bill  implementing
regionat counetl in Hallon ond

.is expeeled Lo report back to

council this summer.
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Suey hom 1Y 2 20" 10 2V 3 &5, Predabw,.
calad comiiruchon wi st overhead diors
and prs tidng. Prces rom $7,387.
HALLIDAY HOMES
DISPLAY COURT
541 Mapls Ave. Burdlngtan
Phora 6378241

planning

Marijuana charge laid

An 18-year old man was police of cigaretles in his’
arrested and charged In con- possession which are sus-
neetlon with the discovery by pecled of belng marijuana.

Missed Your Free Press?

Please Let Us Know
Qur carriers do their best to give fast
courteous service but mistakes do happen;

so if you do not receive your paper or have
any complaints regarding delivery, please
call our office.

853-2010
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FOOT SPECIALIST

illeen,

wishes to announce
the opening of his office

for the practice of
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Podiatry

in the

CARRETAL BUILDING

6 Mountainview Rd., South - Suita 202
GEORGETOWN
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NO. 7 HWY. AND 22 SIDEROAD ACROSS FROM PARK TOYOTA
JUST WEST OF GEORGETOWN 877-8500
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EASTER FLOWERS

Large Selection Of

ONLY 76 HOMES

An excellent level of privacy with eight
home styles to choose from. An urban

lifestyle at suburban prices.
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Sales Office: 81 Miliside Dr., Miltan
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12 - 7 Weekdays

Phone: 878-8787
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Take Hwy, 401 to Hwy. 25,
satth to Maln 5t., west on
Main 5t. 10 Millside Dr,
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