Education taxes up here by $22

The average Actonrate
more in education taxes
Board of

Halton

Education’s

assessment in Acton is estimated at $6,170.

Ratepayers in Esquesing will pay an average $23 more this
year tosupperl the education system. Averageassessmenlin

Ward 2 of Halton Hills is $6,170.

The mill rate will go up about 3.75 mills this year, lor an

eight per cent increase intaxes,

" Once again Halton taxpayers must pick up a bigger chunk
of the cost of education. Last year local ralepayers forked

over $29.9 million but this year will pay $35.8 million.

The municipal fevy will account for 43.79 per cent of the
board's revenues compared to 41.04 lasl year and just 37.87

per cent in 1975

yer will fork over $22
n last year following
ratification
Thursday of an $81.9 million budget, Average

1975.

Grantsfrom Queen's Park will be up $3.2 million this year
but the province's share of the budget burden is down to 53.18
per cent of total costs, compared to 55,20 last year and §3.61 in

During the past three weeks the board was able to shave
$24.450 from the original budget of $81,968,666. The final
budget of $81,944,216 is up $9,563,647 over last year.

The budget Is up 12.29 per cent while enrelment is expected

«..lodrop by 3% pupils this year.

Cost of educating each elementary pupil has gone up §165 to
a totol of $1,345 a year while the cost per pupil at high schools
is up $203 for a total of $2,012,

Finance committee chairman Neel Cooper noted nobody
cnjoys sceing taxes go up and it would be nice to keep the lid
on but that is impossible when costs are going up and the
board is committed to providing quality education.

Hesaid the budget didn't containany [rills.

Cooper said the committee was disappointed with the
almost cemplete lack of public and trustee input during the
past three weeks when the commiltee was entertalning
changes in the budget. He noled the commiltee received
prescntations from one trustee, Bill Lawsen, and two mem-
bers of the public.

Cooper wondered if the lack of public input once ngain was
atiributeble to apathy or was o vole of confidence for the job

the board is doing. He said he preferred to think it was the -

latter.

A number of trustees protested plans to take $1.1 million in

expected revenue from the sale of surplus bulidings and

against ratificalion of the budget,

school sites and spend it an the purchase of more school sites,
They claimed the new sites could easily end up being sold in
another five years,

Trustee Bert Hinton was the only board member to vote

The Acton Free Press

Thirty-Eight Pages.—Fifteen Cents.

One Hundred and Second Year—No, 38

ACTON, ONTARIO, WEDNESDAY, MARCH 23, 1977

-

i ‘ L
e . . "Il*'| A ‘i-:i-l‘:.-h
LR BANT 1 ), e el

SHERRY McNABB, employee of the Bank of
Montreal, (left) and Leonore Stewart of the
Canadian Heart Foundation surround a happy
Vic Bristow on Monday in the bank. Mr. Bristow
had just presented Mrs. Stewart with a cheque

|Council to probe

for $3,200, money raised in a door-te-door cam-
paign last month. Mrs. Stewart in the meantime
ﬁresented Mr. Bristow with a plaque recognizing

is hard work.,

C of C wants Halton Hills
industry advisory committee

Georgelown  and  Acton
Chamber of Commerce of-
ficials are going to put heads
logether and come up with a
group of members to sit on an
Indusirial Advisery Com-
mittee for Halton Hills.

Gieorge own Chamber of
Commerce president George
Gray lold Halton Hils council
Muonday night thal chambers
of commerce in both Aclan
and Georgetown are in-

terested in seeing an indus. [V GRS

irial advisory committee set
up quickly.

He noled the region is
praceeding to adverlise for
. someone lo head up the new
Halton Development Depart-
ment and Lthe second day the

End sessions
in camera— ¢

The closed door session for
half an hour before Huallon
Hills Planning Board meeting
should be abolished according
v Councillor Pele Pomeroy.

The half hour *'in camera’™
session was only started a
month &go.

“1l creates an aura of my-
stery for no reason,” said
Pomeroy, as he gave nolice
he would bring it up at the
nexl council meeting.

He said il was algo a waste
of time, since the ilems are
discussed fully again when
the meeting formally is in

person is on the job “we want
[0 be able lo go down there
and teli him about the north
and what we have to offer.”

Gray said there are o lot of
goixl  people  ready o
volunteer for this commiltee
which would include chamber

‘.'I;;_.,-

members,  councillors  and
ather members of the public.

He sajd there is a lol of
concern  aboul  induostrial
development in Halton Bty
and sugpested thereis a great

“need for local action since out

of a %12 bilhon provincial
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“1f everybody did their 4 | <
( there Dream vacation

homework there's no rcason
Lo keep DR et ™ BILL STUCKEY tried his hand at the helm of the
Chairman Les Duby saig it~ Sailing ship Polynesian one balmy day, during
was an atlempt to give back-  his winter holiday. Passengers were expected to
ground information to plan-  lend a hand in manning the ship. Besides his time
at the wheel Bill helped to rig and set the sails. It

takes 10 to 15 men to raise one of the ship’s 16

ning board, bul said he won-
- dered if the mer|ts of the
sails. Story and more pictures Page B8.

information avercame Lhe
inconvenience lo the publie.

budgel only $63 million s
lo the Minisicy of Industry
and Tourism.

Gray said an  indusirial

(Continued on page three)

Pay hike

vy a one vole margin, the
pay raise for 1the mnayor and
council  squeaked  through,
Monday night, when the bhy.
law was given three readings,

The mayer's salary, retro-
active toJanvary 1, wili go up
$6IN to $§2,000 o year. and
councitlors pay will go from
S Lo $5.450.

Regional councillors and
lhe mayor receive an addi-
tional $8.9495, n year. '

There was no  discussion
when the bylaw came up
Maonday night. On a recorded
vite on both raises, coun-
Cillors opposed lo the raise
Les Luby, Peter Morris, Pat
Patlerson, Mike Armstrong,
Walter Biehn, and Marilyn
Serjeantson.

Councillors voting for the
raise were Roy Booth, Russ
Miller, Peter Marks, Pele
Pomeroy, Pat  McKenzie,
George Malthy and Mayor
Hill.

drainage woes

Halton Hills works com-
mitlee and engineer Kobert
Austin will probe drainage
problems plaguing 63 town.
house units  in  Kingham
Hills--which  the  over-100
ralepayers claim is* being
caused by construclion of
semi-detached homes  in
Kingham phase lhree.

Solicitor Hon Henry, repre-
senling resudents of Halton
Condominium  Corporation
number 24, many of whom
were  In attendance,  told
Hallon Hdls councit Monday
night the problems  have
materjglized over the lasl
pine monlhs.

e, Henry sald repeated of-
forts by e residenls o get
lhe developer of the semi
delached bomes le correct

the drainage problem which
is flooding ¢ - ot mise base Oar s
menis have bevu ignored. -

Altered drainage

Six homes have been buill
heside  the  condominium,
lHeney said, and -their con-
struction  has  "allered the
nilural  draipage  patterns
and contours.”

CAnticipoting problems Lhe
developer  wias  contacted
soffe Lime ago and asked for
action hul nothing was done.

Mr.  Henry  said when
Hooding started Mr. Austin
was comacied and he said the
developer's consulting
engineer  would  solve  Lhe
problemi bul  that  hasn'l
happrened either.

The severe winder and thaw
runnils have caused “severe
damage’” to the lownhouses.

Wanl action

He said Lhe residents wanl
aclion from the town and sug-
gested the municipselity can
exercise  control. over Lhe
doveloper through the sub-
division  agreement,  BMr
Henry  said  drammage  and
erosion control falls under the
publlic.services clause of {hwe
agreemoent. He noted with the

(H

A hid by Acton-Esquesing Trustee Bert
Hinton to lop nearly $5 million from Lhis
year's $81.9 million Halten Board of Edu-
cation budgel foiled Thursday.

Hinton moved an amendmenl to the
maotion Lo ratifly the hudget calling for a 10

per cent reduction,

ite wanted o see $1.5 million chopped
from the portien of the elementary school
hudgetl dealing with teachers™ wages and
$2 million chopped from high school tea-

chers budgetted wages,

Hinton explained he wasn't calling for a
teacher pay cul but thought the boeard had
“oyer-run’” the amount of money needed
Lhis year lo pay leachers. e alse wanted
to see S400,000 cut from the reserves {or
working funds for Halton elementary ned
secondary schools, He thought $1,647,780
could be sliced {rom clementary ond
unallpcated  capital

secondary  school

ok H -m T

lown's  controls  if  the
developer doesn’t remedy Lhe
situation himsell Halton 1ills
can go in and (ix things up
and then bill the developer.

Mr. Henry said evervone is
looking  for  closer  ligison
befween  Lhe  condominium
corporation, Lawn and
developer.

He called for the town to
mitke the developer live up lo
the “letter and spirit of the
agreement.”

Bisappointed

Mayor Tom Hill said he had
discussed the subjecl with
Austin who wits disappointed
the people wenl to council.
They should have pone to
works committee and saved

themselves one trip lo the
municipal buildings, he said.
He added in Mr. Austin's
vpinion the problem is a civil
maticer. :

Councillor Roy Booth asked
if DMr. Henry was suggesting
the town was liable for any
domages and the residents’
solicitor said no.

“Wedon't Lhink there is any
liability on the part of the
town bul do think the town
can control the developer.™

{ouncillor Peter Marks
said be, like Councillors Les
Duby and Pat McKenzie, has
viewed the problem and be-
lieves the Llown has a respon-
sihilily in the maltter. He said

{Continued on Page Two)
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school name

Acton’'s new middle school
will be noumed the McKenzie-
smith school.

The mation passed
wnanitmousty  and  without
mueh discussion al the Board
ol Fdueation meeting - {ast
Thursday evening.

The mition was made by
Bert Hinton and seconded by
Ivan Armsirong.

The recommendation
hrought belore the board hy
dircctor of  education Em
Lavender staled it has been

traditional in Aclon 1o mrme.

clementary  schools  afler
ciducational leaders in the
community who have ren-
dered  outstanding  service
hoth as educators and cibi-
20N,
Cause of eduentton

"“Two outstanding  prin-
cipals and colleagues served
Acvlun fur many years ond
they retired at the same time,

inton cut rejected

funds,

Hinton said
recouped by the beard through supple-
menlary taxes and interests funds which
weren't included in the revenue portion of
this year's budget.

having been principals with
the Acton public school board
and the Halton Board of
Education. Elmer Smith and
Garnet  McKenzie spenl 2
lolal of 65 years in the cause
of education in Acton,” the
maolion stated.

Mr. Lavender said the
recammendalion is in keep
ing with board policy,

Last week o delegation
appeared before the Board
presenting a petition request-
ing the school be nomed
MeKenzie-Smith. About 400
signaiures had been received.

Trustee Bert Hinton said
the new high school should be
called Acton and Distriet
High School. Regionalism has
caused Acton to lose enough
identily. He added thal the
new principal has already in-
vested $10 in a crest for his
jacket which reads Aclon and
District High School.

these monies could be

Georgelown board member Don Lf:mg

supported the cosl-culting move, noting
the board just keeps coming up with new
programs and adding the cost of them on |
1o the previous year's budget.

Ie said the board should take Hinton's

previvus comments aboul sitting down and
selting realistic priorities “‘lo heart”,

Long suid it seems each year the budget
just aulomatically goes up ol leasl 10 per
cenl. He stated i is lime the (rustees
decided what the sysiem can do wilhout.
He added if the board can't cut the budget
back from last year's total it should ot
least hold the line.
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WE FALL DOWN go

A LITTLE BIT OF apprehension clouds the face
of Andy Scott as he prepares to embark on an
unaccustomed day off from school at the arena.
Special public skating hours were scheduled
during the winter break from school.

boom say Andy and

Tammy Scott, 5 and 7. The two were taking part
in the recreation department's public skating
during the break from school.

18 estate homes

Two duys before 5L, Pat-
rick’s Day, un 18 estate home
plan, with the Irish name of
“Vale of Tralee,” was pre
senled 1o Hallon Hills Plan-
ning Board, last Tuesday
night. The proposal is on the
Sixth Line, south of Highway

T

The sentimenl was right lor
the occasion, and the board
decided lo circulate the plan
to all departments for a

 for Sixth Line

reporl from Lhe planner.’

John Barden of D, M.
Consultants said the project
lo develop the 100 acre sile
poes back several years. He
said in 1974 no policy had been
established on estale homes,
bul now he understond Lhere
Wils. '

Ne said he needed a motion
from planning board 1o
submil 1o lhe Niugara
Escarpmen! Commission.

Seniors "appiy

Town office staff reporl
people picking up application
forms for senior citizens'
housing almost every day,
One noon hour, eight forms

wore taken away, they said.

An appeal for applications
was made. Need must be
proved belore construction
can begin in Aclon,

Ontario Hydro trips on land div. committee

Ontario Hydro's bid for a
severance for ils proposed
Bradley to Georgtetown Lrans-
misston  corridor ran inlo
anather spag from the Halton
Regional Land Division Com-
mitlee lust night.

‘The commiltee is asking
Halton Hills council to clurily
ils request for assurances on
the use of 91.5 acres in Lots 1
und 2 on Concession 5. The

land is in the name of Frank
Nugle, Council wants (o be
sure that the land will be used
as it is for apricullure, and
said so in & Motlon passed
Monday night.

The commillee mel in the
former Esquesing Township
Butlding.

Council wanted lo know
from Ontario Hydro through
the land division commiliee if

it could *“confirm that the
proposed use will be in con-
formance with .the existing
requirements of the appli-
cable  -Restricled Aren
iZoning) by-law'’ of Lhe town,

We can say that we can't
confirm whal  council asks,
sald committee member Des
Morrow. We should also ask
for council’s comments and
also the renson why council

has asked Lhe question.
After the motion lo defer
the application was passed
another commitlee member,
Bill Coais, suggested to
{ntario Hydro spokesman
Jim Matheson thal the pro-
vincial utility seek slrong
indications from council that
it 18 willlng to rezone the land.
Hydro wanls the land for
tower sites for Lhe contro-

verslal power line,

Hydro's  representotive,
Mr. Matheson, encouraged
Lthe committee (o decide lnst
night on the application for
the saverance, _

Last night's deciston by (he
cominiltee lo urn the ques-
tion back to council delays
agaln the provincinl! utility’s
efforis to assemble lands for
the corridor. In the com-

mittee’s last meeling the
question was deferred until
the commitlee gol a report
from Lhe planning depart-
ment. The meeling was in
February.

The planning department
confirmed that Untario Hydro
would have lo apply lo Lhe
municipallty in order lo galn
permission to come Lhrough
Hallon Hills.




