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Group all for Acton

In last week’s issue, there were
two items that could be pulled
together and thought about.

A Business Association of mer-
chants could mean a drastic
change in the role of the Chamber
of Commerce.

And a letter writer suggests a
community day with a walking
tour, giant picnic and concert,

1f the Chamber loses its stress on
business, aren’t there plenty of
other things it could do? This com-

munity day seems a perfect project
for the Chamber.

A group to initiate the organiza-
tion of such an event is vital. With
no Acton council to discuss it with,
where do people turn?

The Chamber could be the one
group that is open to everyone in
the town and can work for all the
people of the town.

The people of Acton need a strong
group like a Chamber of Com-
merce, with its interests a hundred
per cent right in Actonand district.

Golden anniversary

This is a golden annmiversary
issue of the Free Press, as far as
the family is concerned. It was 50
years ago tomorrow, on March 17,
that the late G. A. Dills took over
ownership of the business from the
previous publisher, H. P. Moore.
The paper and printing business
have been in the family name since
then. |

G. A. Dills was an Acton native
who apprenticed in the trade under
Mr. Moore. He also gained exper-
ience in Toronto, Guelph, Kingston
and New York State before

Buzz off, flies

One sign of spring that doesn’t
bring all that much pleasure is the
stupid, buzzing cluster fly. These
sun-stunned creatures are
staggering along window ledges
these days. They don’'t cause any
harm: they're just a nuisance.

These flies hardly ever come in
the house during the summer, but
enter in the fall to find a warm
place tospend the winter. Onwarm
winter days they awake from their
dormant period and start to buzz.

returning to his home town, He was
a partner of Mr. Moore’s until 1927
when he became full owner,

His wife Isma was closely assoc-
iated with him in the business for
many years. Dills Printing and
Publishing Co. Ltd. was formed in
1954. |

Sons Dave and Jim Dills are now
owners: on the staff are their wives
Kay and Shirley. Holidays bring in
the next generation students,
Steven, Mark, Paul and Kathleen
Dills. Catherine Dills is a carrier.
And there's one more, Carolyn,

A new generation starts in the
spring. The female lays eggs in the
¢oil where the larvae develop and
live as parasites on earthworms.
with the first cool days of early fall
the adult flies enter houses, barns
and garages for the winter. There
are probably two or three
generations of cluster flies each
year in Ontario.

This timely biology lesson came
in the mail from the Ministry of
Agriculture and Food.

The people are convinced

A site near Milton has been
chosen for the future landfill site
for all of Halton’s garbage.

Isn’t this decision, with its stress
on growth and bigness, heading in
the wrong direction?

. Surely most people agree now
that our aim in the garbage game1s

On people as

The recent announcement that

low income housing will have to be .

completed in Georgetown before
any is started in Acton could cause
more trouble than most people rea-
lize,

The first problem involves coun-
cil. Bad words are likely to be
shared over this, quite possibly
resulting in fisticuffs and other
nasty things, which would not serve
to raise Halton Hills in anyone's
esteem.

Second, what about the old folks?
They don’t want.to leave, and will
fight to stay. The United States has
never sold arms to groups like this
before, but there is always a first
time. An army of senior citizens
armed with M-16s, tanks and a few
B-52 bombers could probably lower
_property values in many areas
before being brought to bay.

for smallness. Recycling will be
the system of the future. It has
been proven people are willing to
save papers and glass if the pickup
is available.

Shouldn’t we insist on a huge re-
cycling depot for Halton instead of
adump? ’

horses

In the end they would be dragged
off to Georgetown chanting "‘heck
no, we won't go'' and waving signs
uncomplimentary to a lot of people
who would really much rather be
complimented. The death toll could
be tremendous, and [ can't see the
government bringing in tourists by
putting up an Historic Plaque about
the event very soon, either.

The solution is obvious. Horses
are well known for many things,
not the least of which is their four
legs. Horses are content to stay in
barns and stuff all the time. It is
simple to see that if we graft extra
legs onto all our senior citizens,
they too will be easy to satisfy, and
will no longer take any interest in
where they live. Once the people’s
personal preferences are removed,
then it will be easy to move them
all to Georgetown.

—John Bottomley

Of this and that

Last week we suggested writing
letters to newspapers in Quebec,
telling the people we wish them to
remain in Canada with the rest of
us. Now another suggestion has
been made—that Canadians write
the Prime Minister telling him we
would like to have the Queen in-
vited to visit many parts of Canada
during her Silver Jubilee year. So
far, she has only been invited to
spend five days in the Ottawa
area. She will spend five weeks in
Australia and two or three weeks in
New Zealand.

. Hydro corridor hearings in the
Legion and high hydro bills co-
incided last week.

Rates will go up again, too,
before long. The cost of producing
and distributing power is still ris-
ing.

Solar heat is still in the distance
as far as practicality goes. Even
Ontario hydro is involved in solar
heating experiments.

Ontario Hydro has concluded
that right now, nuclear power is the
best means they have to assure
sufficient supplies of electricity.

HAIR BLOWING IN THE BREEZE, Sherrie Clayton,
14, enjoys the sunshine after a long winter. She.
relaxed by the stream outside Robert Little on Sun-
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Sugar and Spice

One of the great rackets these days 15 the
television series “spinoff.” When o TV
producer has a populer show, and one of
the sccondary characters is even mildly
grousing,  firsl thing you know that
character has it show of his or her own.

This profiferates until you have spinofis
of spinoffs. IU's like taking a bottle of fine

‘whiskey, doubling the quantity by addding

an equal amount of water, and sefling il al
the same price per shot as the original

‘Then vou lake this mouthwash  and
further dilute it by adding more water, and
vou go on seliing 1his at the priginal price.
1t works fine and makes a lot ol money
until the cansumer finally realizes he could
get more bang out of & glass of buttermilk,
and he starls drinking buttermilk, and you
are left with a large supply of gargle on
your hands.

Norman Lear was the firsU TY producers
to realize the people like watehing bigolry
and hathroom jokes even more than they
like watching violenee. Thus was born Al
in the Family, one of the preal money-

makers of all time in TV land.

From this was spun off Maude. The
bigotry became phoney liberalism and the
bathroom jokes beeumie bedroom jokes
but it was the same sick formula, and al
warked.

It was only a step from the shick to the
sick, and brather Lear came up with Mary
Hartman, Mary Hartman, which, while
not quite a spinoff, 1s of the genre. Is
favorite refrain is “Oh Gawd. Uh, my

Gawd.” Excellent fare for the wierbid or -

diseased mind.

Another good original show, The Mary

. Tyler Moore Show, spun or spawned

Phyllis and Rhoda, cach starring one of
the most sell-centred, unpleasant women i
writer could dream up, and cach laced
with borderline bad lastle.

There's nothing wrong with all this, |
suppose, in a free enterprise system, and
nobiddy forces you to wateh the garbage

But there is only s0 much that the sto-
mach will take before it will spew. And

there is only so much you witl spew. And.

there is only s0 much that the mind will
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by bill smiley

tike before you will experience an in-
16llectual vomil, and switch to watching
the wrestling matches, where at least
nobdy is trying to pretend iU's anything
hul phoney.

Howwver, perhaps ['m rushing my fences
a bt 'y a realist, M everyhody else s
pelling into the spindlf business, mayhe 1
should jump on the banwagon. There's
money in it, and besides, it might be ane
way of putling an end to it. My record is
perfect.

Just after the war, | met an old buddy
who'tl becone a broker. He was investing
in gold stocks and hauling in the lool. Gave
me a hot tip, 1 plunged, with some of the
hadk paty 1'd built up while in prison camp.
Mel the guy six months fater. He'd lost his
home and his beat and was selling larm
machinery. [ owned 300 shares of muskeg
in Northern Ontario.

After that 1 stayed away fram the
mstket until mutuals were the thing, They
were showing tremoendous growth amd po-
toptial. Oncee bitten, 1 hesitated, bat then
dived in with my $200 savings. It seems |
arrived just after the mutuals had nibbled
some of that biscuit Alice did so she could
go through the rabbit hele, or whatever.
They shrank almost overnighl to S8
wuorth.

Last Sovember, in one last desperate
effort toenjoy a laxurious vld age, T bought
two S100 Canada Savings Donds. Two
woeeks later there was an eleclion in
Quebee, and now we don’l even know

whoether 'there't always be o Canada,

in January of - this year, 1 bought a
second-hand Ford. A week later [ read in
the paper that the Ford Motor Company
wis making payments for exiraordinary
rust to owners of Fords in my vintage.
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day in this idyllic scene right out of Wordsworth. The
stream is completely free of its winter mantle of ice
now as the warmer season makes its first approach.

Then | read the small print, The payments
had ended on fec. 30,1976. My ford has
rust.

So, with o track record like that, maybe 1
can administer the kiss of death to the
spinoff business. Thought 1'd start by pro-
ducing some spinoffs of my column.

There's no problem about talent. MMy
family is loaded with writers. Both my son
amd daughter speicalize in pathos. They
can write letters so pathetic that you are
weeping all over the page and wriling a
chegue at the same time.

My wife can knock out a grocery hist as
fong as your arm without even slopping (o
suck the pen, And she is not only talented
as o writer, She's an outstanding and out-
spoken eritic, as well. She can rip up the
punctuation and purpose, the style and
substance of vne of my columns with both
hands lied behind her back. Which is the
only way it is safe to read seme of them to
her. .

And there'll be no difficulty aboul
conlenl. My daughter is expert on
Women's Lib, music, and mooching.

My son is fluent in Eng]ir:h: French,
Spanish, the Indian dinlect of the natives of
Paraguay, and moeoching.

And the old lady is an expert on every-
thing, and admits iL. She has been bottling
up this veritable fountain of knowledge for
decades, except during breakfast, before
and after dinner, and a1l weekend. Giving
fier a column of her own would be like
punching a 20-fool hole in Boulder Dam.

In'two or three vears, I might even get
the grandboys into it. At the moment, they
are busily stuffing their memory banks, As
snnn as they can write, you may expecl
some sizzhing stuff: Five Years as a Mis-
understood Child; Dayecare Cenire De-
pression: the Inside Story on Sadistic
Social Workers Who Make You Give Back
2 Toy . You've Ripped Off From Some
Other Kid., | .

If my coluran spinoffs don’t put an end to
the spinoff nonsense in about 30 days, I'll
eal pvery paper in which this enc appears,
with or without ketchup.

OUR READERS WRITE:

Stand up and be counted

Dear Siror Madam:
‘There s currenthy o revival ol interest m
the ohservainee of Bible reading and singing

. .

THIS YOUNG FELLOW was unable to give us his name, but he did
‘manage to get across that he was all in favor of the warmer weather. He
was enjoying the slide in the playground on Kingham Rd.

the National anthem; schools differ widely
i this ahservance.

Parents who feel it is important lo keep
up this cuslom must write their School
Hoards, or tell the Department of Educa-
tion in Toroplo of Lheir desires,

Remember—parents are imporfant (o
your school bonrds; your tax for education
is the “higgest piece of the pie™ in every
annual budget. Yoeur school leaders expect
vou lo help them in many decisions.

The decision 1o stress awareness of per-
sonal rights has led to unexpected [reedom
of expression, bordering on rebellion: a
schoolroom con become a room for proc-
tising responsibility—or for  propagaling
revoll. e

Parents can halt the process by speaking
up; schoo! boards and stafl wanl guidarnce
on how you wish your children brought up.

' Lately the small minorities have insisted on

being heard, bul the majority has been
silent. “I'his silenee is costing your children
some of their rightful heritage.

Children still need examples of your past
heraie leaders to fol llow, not unly as his-
lurical figures but as models. Once on
Empire Day and Remembrance Day,
pupils were shown their inherited ideals;
the words of the National anthem were
taught and cxplained, plays and poelry
stressed the importance of your heritage.
Duty and freedom were learned from Lrue
slories of courage: indepentence and
initintive  were  diseovered  from real
models, many of these were from the Bible
is well.

Today's child Is given 'nationallsm’ in
place of patriolism, 'rights’ instead of res-
ponsibility, and sctentific truths’ instead of
spiritunl truth, :

Parents, stand up and be counted!

Most thankfully yours,
(Mrs.) Sytske Drijber

T,He *Free Press
Back Issues

100 years ago

Taken from the lssue of the Free Press of
Thursday, March 8, 1877

A public meeting was held in the
hasement of the new Congregational
Church, yesterday ofternoon, f[or the
purpose of forming a church organization in
Aclon. There were about n dozen of the
members connected with the congregation
known as “'Swackhacrs', at Churchill, who
resided in Acion, and whe have received
certificates of membership in good slan-
ding. It was unnecessary for them to do
more lhan assent to the usual form of
covenanl. The following persons steod Uup
and assented lo the covenant and were
received in full communion, viz: James
Cameron and wife; James Ryder and wile;
Peter S. Armstrong ond wife; Stafford
zimmerman and wife; Mrs. Ellen Demp-
sey: Mrs. David Ryder; Misses Jenny
Cameron, Martha Hyder and Adaline
Ryder.

Patrick Dillon, a man well-known in the
neighbarhood of Limehouse and Acton, got
drunk last Thursday and was killed by
being run over by & Grand Trunk train,
shortly after dark, about two miles cast of
here. The mangled remains were first
discovered by a man named Neil McGill
who was walkipg down the track about ten
o'clock. The body was brought to the
freight-house here, and an inquest was held
at Campbell’s hotel by corener Freeman on
Friday.

20 years ago

‘I'aken form the issue of the Free Press
of Thursday, March 14, 195

While plaving a lwo-handed game of
cribbage wilh her husband on Saturday
evening, March 9, Mrs, Ken Nevills of
Orlon held a perfecl hand, with a count of
vy, She was deall the jack of ¢lubs, five of
spades, five of hearts and five of dlamonds
ang! the five of clubs was wurned up.

Al a2 meeting of the district Sceul group
commilice Monday evening, David Dills
way  unanimously appeinied Dislrict
{‘nmmissioner for the North Hallon Scoul
Distriel.

About 60 friends gathered lo surprise Mr.
and Mrs. J. Whitham en their 20lh wedding
anniversary Sunday at the home of Mr. and
Mres. A, Long. With gifts, cards and best
wishes, callers came {rom London, Porl
Credil, Georgelown, Toronie and Hamillon
a5 well as Acton.

in Friday evening in the YMCA a square
dance was ailended by many out-of-lown
guests from Guelph, Brampton, Erin and
‘Torenle areas. Sandy Sandford was Lhe
caller. :

Mrs. K. R, Pinder of Guelph was a week-
end visitor with Mr. and Mrs. John C.
I rennis, '

10 years ago

Taken from the issue of the Free Press
of Thursday., March 27, 1961

The long awaited stop lights at the corner
of Milt and Main Streets were installed this
week and work goes on to connect them.
‘two installation men were nearly lost in the
jungle of hines on the northwesl corner
while they bung Lhe three lights in position.
The lights will not go into operation until
council passes a by-law on parking and Lhe
road is marked with new regulations.

Carol Patterson was chesen lo represent
Halton County al district public speaking
finuls lasl Friday evening al the Halton
finals in Vakville and compeled with seven
warmly-praised young people at Whitby on
Tuesday aflerncon.

Struck by a truck while crossing Church
$1. to her own home, five year old Frances
Barens received a fractured skull, broken
collatbone and multipte bruises and
abrasions Wednesday of last week about
5.0 p.m. She and brother Gary, seven,
wailed for 7 truck lo pass in a snowslorm
but headed anto the road in the path of 2
Ridley Cartage truck driven by Dennis
Harvey Hogg, R.R. 4, Acton. The right front
fender of the Lruck struck Frances but her
bruther escaped without injury.

i E L
Robins, cowbirds and grosbeaks
are all back in town, The robins are
the traditional harbinger of spring,
Usually the grosbeaks are here all
winter, but this year they have
been missing, until recently,

. » *

" It is gratifying to see that Halton
Region council has again recog-
nized the Acton Community Ser-
vices Centre, [t wiil receivea grant
of $5,678.

THE ACTON FREE PRESS
PHONE 853-2010
Business and Editorial Office
[am) $CNA

% 1976 award
winner

Founded in 1873 and jublf wvary Wednanday
at 19 wWiltow 51, Aclon, Onrafio. AMembet o The
Aupdin Bursaw ¢f Clrculsfien, the Cankdlan Com.
runily Newipapers Asapclailon and tha Onlario
Wegkly MNewipapery Axsocinlion. Advertising
raies on request. Subleriplions payable In ad-
vance, $7.50 In Canade, 125.00 In all countries
other than Canads; single coples 15 cenin; Car-
rlgr gelivery In Acton 15 kents per weeh. Second
clazs mall Reglstration Nember D3}5. Advert
tng I accepied on The condilion Mal, in 1ha
wvend of typographicat arror, that rﬁﬂ”m of the
schyuriising space occupled Dy TN #ITCOSMLS
ilern, 10pethar with ressooabte allowsnce for
vignature, will not be charged for but the balance
of 1ha advertisament wiil be pald for at 1ive sppil-
cable rate. In the even! ol & 1ypographical wror
advariising goodh of Services at & wr price,
0Cods Or sefvices may not be soid. Adverilaing I
mrely anoifer fo sall, and may be witharawn &l
any fime.

Dilts Printing nnd Publishing Co. L.
David B, Dg, Pubdhes

Ky OHite BE Cook
Edhor Advecthing Mendger

Copyright 1877




