John confesses he is
having love affair
with other ‘woman’

I publicly confess lhere Is another”

woman in my life.

This isn't the usual afiair when boy
meets: girl and a romance unfolds. This
“affair’* can be best described as an
“infatuation.”

1 moved to a farm near Limehouse, with
my parenits in 1850. My grandfather,
Angus McDonaid, had purchased the 100
acres in 1923 and my father grew up here
with eight brathers and two sisters.

The immediate area was called “Dolly
Varden.” Moving here in 1350 was the
introduction to my life-long ‘“‘romance”
with “Dolly™!!

The name intrigued me as a young boy.
Various members of the family would
indicate that *the Dolly"” was named after
a famous opera or vaudeville star or
nossibly 8 woman who once lived Lhere.

These details were tooscanty and I felt a
real compulsion to find out more about this
“mystery woman.'

A letter Lo the British Music Hall Society

" in London England requesting any in-
formation on one Dolly Varden netled an
assumption that *'she was only a character
of fiction”. No Irace of a real life “Dolly
Varden" on file!!

Charles Dickens wrole a novel “Bar-
naby Rudge' which first appeared as a
series of articles on February 13, 1841. The
work had a principal character called
Dolly .Varden, a buxem young girl “'not
likely frightened.” ‘

One theory is that Dickens was por-
traying a type of people who lived in the
Limehouse district of London, England.
Some would consider her somewhat a
“folk-hero.” Hence the name Dolly Varden
for the small industrial community, just
west ol Limehouse on the Grand Trunk
Line,

Other stories have been handed down by
generations of residents at “the Dolly”.
One relates that a woman by that name
resided there in a hut. One old-timer could
recall his father, once an employee al the
Dolly, tell the story about this mysterious
woman setting fire to hersell with
Kerosene otl.

The community known as '‘the Dolly” is
located between the 3rd and 4th Con-
cessions of Lhe former Esquesing Town-
ship on Lot. 24.

Part of the Niagara Escarpment runs
through this area with beds of limestone
which have been used since the middle
18405, for making cemen! and plasier.

Lime kitns were built at Dolly Varden by
Messrs. Robertsen and Laidlow in 1872
The kilns known as “draw’ or ‘‘shaflt”
kilns were about 50 feel high with a base of
about 20 x 20 feet, A three doy starting-up
period was required to obtain a hol fire.
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Lime was drawn every five or six hours

when additional rock would be placed on.

the top of the kiln,

Near the base was an archway built into
the wall of the kiln. Tram cars runnlng on
rails were loaded with burnt lime.

Farmers for miles around supplied the
lime works at Dolly Varden with wood for
the burning of the kilns. It was nol un-
common Lo see several wagons loaded with
[ire wood headed for *‘the Dolly.”

On May 12, 1874 Dr. McGarvin and C. S.
Smith purchased the lime works. By this
time four kilns were in operation, eight
months of the year, with a capacily of 1200
bushels per day. By 1874 there were aboul
10 men employed with total wages
amounting to $325 per month.

The operation grew and eventually
changed from the Canada Lime Works to
the Toronto Lime Company. By 1917 the
dangers of blasting and a shortage of
limestone resulted in closure of the
Limehouse quarries and a heavier con-
ceniration of activities at Dolly Varden.

william Gowdy, of Limehouse, once
monaged the Toronto Lime Works, and in
1927 the Gypsum Lime and Alabastine
Company purchased the assets. Dominion
Tar & Chemical eventually purchased the
holdings at Dotly Varden.

Although the Ontario Geographic Names
Board does not acknowledge the name, |
have faund Dolly Varden listed as "Stop
80" on a Toronto Suburban Railroad sche-
dule dated May 10, 1918, One of the few
times Dolly Varden was ever *'in print’ as
a geographic location.

About ten houses once sal near Lhe

Fourth Concession, These were homes for
workers at the lime kilns. A few residenls
of this area were raised in these homes and
can reeall their childhood at *'the Dolly™.

In 1920 the Toronte Lime Company was
“making preparations [or the erection of
two additional houses near the works.”' A
barn on the properly was also being
converted into a dwelling. Huge mountains
of crushed limestone and a maze of auto-
mated conveyor bells occupy the area
where the company houses once sal.

The kilns were last fired in 1931 due to
economic conditions and a slump in the
market. The area sat idle until Acton
Limestone Quarries commenced opera-
tions in 1962. This was Lo become one of the
largest and mostl modern aggregate
operations in North America.

In 1967 Indusmin acquired the huge
Acton Quarry and still operates teday.
Several forms have been purchased in the
area for expansion of the quarry sile.

Only a few years agoe a ralepayers’ con-
troversy erupted and was dubbed the
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EVENTUALLY FOUR kilns were erected at the Dolly Varden works to
produce ingredients for cement and plaster.

MESSRS. Robertson
and Laidlaw built the
two original! lime kilns
at Dolly Varden in 1872.
C. S. Smith of Acton
owned the Canada Lime
Works when his sketch
from a company en-
velope was used In the
1880s.
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The Halton
Roman Catholic Separate School Board

Advance Registration
rten to Grade 8

St. Joseph Catholic School, Acton
Thursday, February 24th, 1977

9:30 a.m. t0 3:30 p.m.

at
ST. JOSEPH PARISH HALL

Church Street East, Acton

Children who will be 5 years of age by February 28, 1978 are eligible for
Kindergarten, September 1977. Proof of age is required.

Parents will be advised of the Board's transportation policy at the time of

Kinderga

ragistration,

R. J. O'Brien,
Chairman

C. G. Byrnes, _
Director of Education

THE ORIGINAL “draw” lime kilns at Doll

ting-up period was required to obtain a hot
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wood to the firm for *‘firing the kilns.”’

‘Haltor Sketches
< by John MeDonald 3

“Battle of Dolly Varden.” This was subse-
quent to announcements thal baled
Toronto garbage would be buried at Indus
min's quarry site. A series of heated
debutles resulled in a citizen's group
“GAULAR.D.” being formed,

My “infatuation” and “romance’ with
Dolly Varden continues, I still strive to
Yind a clue about the possible existence of a
woman after whom a very small but none-
theless important industrial community
was named.
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Plan Now! EH)
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MONDAY, MARCH 28th
M. Z. BENNETT PUBLIC SCHOOL

MARILYN'S

VillageBoutique

124 Misi St, East — Acton — B53-3910
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ALEX & THE GYPSY @

ADULY ENTERTAINMENT - .

CHARLES BRONSON
~+JILLIRELAND
“FROM NOON TILL THREE"

Show Times: Sun. to Thurs., 8 p.m,
Fri,and Sat. 7 p.m. & 9 p.m.
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WORKERS pose at the Toronto Lime Works at Dolly Varden in 1913, “The
Dolly”’ provided employment for several men from the 1870s until 1931 in
the manufacture of cement and plastef. Farmers for miles around sold

7 Varden. A three day star-
ire. Limestone was dumped

The Acton Free Press, Wednesday, February23, 1977 b
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ACTON OUTERS CLUB

GLASS DRIVE

Saturday, March 5th

OTTLES, JARS ETC.

WITHOUT LIDS

Pick-up Starting at 10 a.m.
PLEASE LEAVE AT END OF BHIvEﬂAY | |

FEATURES YOU'LL LIKE

& Lightwalght

® Handle Grig

® Large Throw-Awasy Dust
Bag fills from the tep

® J-Position Handle Contral

® Convenian) Tos Switch

® Hood Only § 1/2" High

® Unbreakabls Motor Hood

36495

WIGO T.V.

Downtown

& Wrap-Around Furniture
Quard

® |nstant Rug Adjusimant ...
Diat Low-MNarmal-High-
Shag Plle
Triple-Action Cleaning
Pawer:
“it Beats, As It Sweeps,
As It Cloans”
Convarty Easily For Optlon.
al Cleaning Attachmenis

OPTIONAL
ATTACHMENTS 22.95

ALES

AND

SERVICE

Georgatown

pHonE 877-3376

a low price,
that’s

1IGA, Shasts, Carlion Club
Azzortied Flavoury

STRACHT Dm CRUMRLLE CUT. FROIEN

McCain's
Superfries

69

C0OCER NOODLE, CHCx [N wiTH T
OF CREAM OF MUSHROOM

Ayimer
Soups
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CARADA, TARCTY LA

Spartan Apples
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Radishes
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DN THE PURCHASE OF A
28 FL OZ JaR OF PLAIN.
MEAT OR MUSHAODM, RAGL

Spaghetti
Sauce

£ LA Wk L L W LR
EalURHAY ILEIaNT IR iRl F

WYITH TeR CORIHDMN
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Puppy
Choice
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~Loin Park Chops

L8 AVG

FRESH!
Pork Loin Roasts

RIB PORTION TENDERLOIN PORTION
LB. g LA, g
FRESH, BONE IN
8. ’
Loin Pork Chops b
Side Bacon 41,39
4119

Wieners

or Sirloin
Veal Steaks
Dhnmﬂam @ 91.89
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Sandwich Meats

VealCutlets
.$1.39

PRODUCE OF USA,
CANADA No. | GRADE

Lettuce

PRODUCEOFLSA,

Sunkist Navel
Oranges %
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SAVE 12°
XN THE PUNCHABE OF A 68 OO

BAQ OF MILK CHOCOLATE
AUTTERBCOTCH R BERY SWEET

Chipits
Chips
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Breakfast Shices ;¢ * 1.09

Top quality at
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Beans
WithPo
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Fruit Eﬂlﬁktﬂilé‘it.sg,.) |

or Peach Halves
Flamingo
Butter Tarts

1GA EXCLUSIVE

MARLY
smoke Dinnerware
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Farmkist
Prunes
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Prices Effective
Feb. 23, 24, 25, 26

We reserve the
right to limit
quantities

8 Main St. North - 853-1960




