Acton Cubs do well
at Georgetown rally

Two Acton cubs were In the
iop three winners Saturday at
the Kub Ksar Rally held in

Knox Presbyterlan Church,.

Georgelown,

Phil Dodson and Darren
Edmondson placed second
and third respectlively,
following Fourth Georgelown
cub John Jameson in first
place. They will advance now
to the regional meet in Milton
this weekend,

Anthony Wallon, Aclon:
James Erskine, First
Georgetown, Victor Longo,
Eighth Georgetown; John
Bourgue, Filth B Georgetown

Opinion

and Scott Hamilton, Second
Georgelown were the other
five finalists. Brian Steckley,
Acton and Jim Peetzel,
Elghth Georgetown, will see
action if any of the eight are
[orced to withdraw from the
race.

E:ach cub was given n Kub
Kar Rally Kit and had to
make thelr own cars. The kil
consisted of a block of wood,
four wheels, axles, decals and
instructijons, They could
either work on the project
themselves or have their
fathers aid them. Maximum
weight for the cars was five

ounces, and they could be no
longer than the original block
of wood. Pharaphenelis from
other kits, such as sleering
wheels, drivers, etc., could be
used. :

Two tracks were used, one
made by the leaders in the
Eighth Georgetown pack, and
ohe by the Acton cub leaders.
The Acton track had an elec-
tronlc finish line which would
flash a red light in the track of
the winning car.

There were 77 boys par-
licipating in Soturday's event
:i#iﬂl 75 expecled next Salur-

ay.

“Chairmanship battle

might bring strike

by Gcord Murray

A strike by Halton high
school leachers next winter,
if trustees and teachers don’t
budge {rom their current
diamelrically opposed
positions on the issue of
chalrmanships, is possible.

Parents and ratepayers
haven't shown much [nlerest
in the battle which has been
raging for almost two
months. They likely will if the
argument mushrooms into a
slrike, with leachers on the
picket line and students out of
class,

Halton Board of Education
has decreed all high schools
must . dump the old de-
partment head system of
school management for the
imnovative chalrmanship
system by next fall. Teachers
are strongly ﬂﬁ{:sed.

The idea of changing school
management from the top
heavy system of major de-
partment heads, minor de
partment heads and assistant
department heads, to the
smaller and supposedly more
efficient system of chalrmen
and associate chairmen was
first halched when an ex-
perimental school Lty
Burlington was built, back at
the start of this decade.

The board and others eval-
uated fthe Lord. Elgin ex-
periment and branded it a
success, including the ven-
ture into chairmanships. In
fact, everyone thought so
much of chairmanships the
board decided all schools
should have the same system.

Al the same time, the board
was realistic.  Trustees

surmised there would be re- -

sistance to the change so in-
" structed all schools to make
preparalions for the
changeover and then do it
when they were Jeady. How-
ever, it was made clear right
from the 1973 beginning that
while switching over was a
voluntary move for the time
being, the day would come
when it was made man-
datory. The period of grace
was there so Schools could
make the transition
smoothly.

The board, principals' as-
sociation and leachers’ led-
eration all gol involved in
helping schools gel organized
for the changeover. Six
schools reorganized wveolun-
tarily. The other nine resisted
the move and so were ordered
last spring to switch over by
‘September, 1977.

The board figures that by
doing away with the old
gystem it can reducé the
number of bosses in each
school, give the principal a
more eflective and efficient
cabinet, improve <c¢om-
munications’ and better co-
ordinate inter-discipline
course development and op-
eration.. .

Under the new syslem
there will be a chairman of
social sciences with a couple
of assoclate chairmen, in-
stead of a history head and a
geography head, along with
some assistant heads. In ad-
dition, meney now used as re-
sponsibility pay for people
who won't gel it under the
new system, will be used for
other things al each school
like professional de-
velopment,

While teachers supported
the idea of voluntary re-

organization they have never
endorsed mandatory change,
They have been asking for
evaluation of how chair-
manships are working in the
gsix schools which have
switched. They say an
evaluation of Lord Elgin's
systern isn't sufficient since
the entire school was an
experiment.

Teachers claim chair-
manships have not been
proven to be educalionally
sound and won't do much for
morale since over BN
teachers in the nine schools
which must switch over to the
new system have signed
petitions protesting the move,

Well, the long simmering
dispute boiled into open
confrontation in December
when local teachers’ [edera-
tion officials called in the big
boys from provinelal head
olfice for help, after falling to

persurde the board Lo change

its mind,

It didn't take the heavy-
weighis long lo start Mexing
their muscles. A short time
aller coming to the rescue
they slapped an embargo on
the board and Lold members
Lthey couldn't apply for chair-
manship positions in Halton.

The embarge worked, too.
The board received only
seven f{irm applications from
teacher all across the
province for the over 100 well
paid positions of authority.

The embargo displeased
trustees who viewed it as a
threat to their rights of man-
agement and a violalion of
the collective agreements.

The board has fFiled a
greivance against the
teachers and the preblem is
now in the hands of an arbi-
tration Lleam.

To further complicate the
issue teachers have made it
abundantly clear mandatory
rearganization would be an
issue in this year's contract
negotiations. It could be the
thorniest issue the two sides
tackle during talks to work
out o new agreement to
replace the present one which
expires August 3i.

That's the story Lo this point
bul speculation as to what lies
ahead for the two sides isn't
difficult.

The board is holding far
{ewer trump cards in the con-
{rontation than the leachers.

If the arbitrator rules
againsl the board over the
embargo, then the embargo
slands, and Lhe board is left
with nobody to be chairmen,

There is also a question of
the legality under the
Education Act of chair-
manships as a replacement
for department heads, The

‘hoard could lose there, loo. If

they did, the entire system
would go down the drain, and
not just at the nine schools
which haven't switched.

On the flip side the teachers
appear Lo he in a much betler
position.

If they win with the arbi-
iration team, the issue wil’
probably disappear, since
without chatrmen the system
won't work.

The same goes [or a win-
ning courl battle.

" But even if the teacHers'
embargo is qunshed and the
courts say chairmen are
legal, they can sttll scuttle the
hoard's plans by refusing to
settle the next contract with-
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out chairmanships being
scrapped,

Under Bill 100, provincial
legislation governing leacher
negotiations, the two sides
have seven months {o come to
an agreement after notice of
intent lo negotiate is given,
Negotialions started early
this month so both sides have
until June to reach a se
ttlement and can call on a
mediator at any lime for as-
sistance.

If there isn't an agreement
by school year-end, Bill 100
sots out three  alternative
routes they ecan follow. Firsl
they can go to binding volun-
tary arbitration,

Another option s called
[inal selection where an arbi-
irator takes the best offer
presented by both sides and
picks Lthe one he views is
fairest.

The third oplion appear to
be the one teachers would
most likely follow if they want
to kill mandatory chair-
manships. A lact finder would
be appointed to invesligate
how negotiations have
proceeded and make recom-
mendations on how to gel
talks back on the rails.

After the foact [(inder's
reporl is [iled the lwo sides
can either go back lo the
bargaining toble or else
teachers can lake a sirike
vote,

It is thought the two sides
aren't far aprt on any issue
except the chairmanship
question. If the board wants
1o avoid a strike il could give
in and abandon a plan, which
if forced through, might not
work well in Lthe face of so
much opposition.

On the other hand, the
board might expect, public
sympathy will be on ils side,
and stand firm allowing the
teacher to go out on sirike.

No malter what happens
now, it is clear teacher-board
relations in Halton will take a
long time L0 recover.

Both sides bhave always
been proud of the facl all
dealings were conducted by
local ple. Teachers have
broken that long tradition by
calling Toronto for help in lhe
form of the embargo. They
are also getling provincial
QS5TF assistance in
negotiating Lhe contract

It might not be long before
the board is calling the
province for help. Maybe
even back to legislation to end
a sirike.
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GEORGETOWN AND Acton Ct;bs gathered at Kno Pres lri

i g =

Church, Georgetown, Saturday for the first annual Kub Kar Rally. The
Cubs watched intently as the cars left the starting line, zooming down

toward the [inish..

Bus drivers
tell their side

Schoal bus drivers who
at{ended the meeting ot Pine-
view School regarding an
incident involving one of their
number and children during
the blizeard Friday, Jasnuary
28, are concerned their image
has been  tarnished by
charges of imcompetence,

“We, heing parents our-
sefves, are not the.unfeeling,
uncaring drivers that was
implied. We do our jobs with
care and to the best of our
ability. We are human beings,
nol computers, and are sub-
ject to human failings jusl
like any other human being,”
they declared in a prepared
release to this newspaper,

“It seems lo us, from what
came aut of the meeting, we
are expecled te babysit, be
child psychologists, licenced
mechanics, nurses, and any-
thing else parents fecl we
should be,”" the drivers said.

They pointed ol they are
professional drivers, hive
special licences, take a med-
ical and driver’s relesl every
lhree years, altend compul-
sory safety workshops, meet-
ings, 8 fact of which they fecl
mos! parents are unawaro,

Bus drivers train the child-
ren how to behave on a bus,
how {o cross roads and in-
numerable other things. They
listen and try to carrecl
nbusive language as well as
coptend  with traffic  and
weather  conditions,  the
drivers maintain.

Drivers could have refused
to drive through the storm,
they said, but they kepl going
and all children were trans-
ported home by 4.30 p.m. and
no accidents occurred despite
the adverse  conditions,
Drivers said not  all the
drivers were 1okl to retucn
children to the school as

“WE'VE QOT 'EM!"
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Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

THE QUESTORS

Foretelling the Future Pt. |
6:30 p.m. - Ontario Outdoors — Bob Oliivier

7:30 p.m.
8:00 p.m’
8:30 p.m.
NEXT WEEK

Karate — Bill Pickles
Scouting in Halton
Bﬂckﬂtagﬂ Georgetawn Littin Theatro

6:30 Ontatio Outdoors

7:30 Karate

8:00 Scouting

8:30 . Jehovah's Witnesses

at 7 p.m. Rud's Guests will be:
THE QUESTORS Foreteliing the Future — Part 1§

- Just
drivers.”’

stated in last week's news-
paper account of the Pine-
view  meeting.  They also
clatmed one of the frosthitien
children was nol adequately
dressed, the responsibilily of
parents. _

“lat's take other days,
pood or bad weather condi-
lions, 100Kkr  Halton  uarea
children are  lransported
daily safely to and from
school,”” they note. "Thero
was - one  isolated  incident
during the snowsiorm, and no
defense was allowed to be
given by bus drivers presend
it the meeting to uncalled-for
remarks made about school
hus grivers in general.”

“We  are oot miracie
workers (f that were the case
we would be paid as such)
human  school bus

The drivers said they were
appreciative of the few who
bielped  drivers  during  the
storm with special thanks
poing o Logan MeDonald of

Stewartiown school far his,

letter  of  apprecialion o
marnagement and drivers.
The release is signed *Con-
cerncd Bus  Brivers  of
Esquesing township.™

DARREN EDMONDSON, Acton
third in the Kub Kar Rally held in
Preshyterian Church, Georgetown on Saturday.
Greg Barrett, first Georgetown Cub pack and
Darren place their cars on the starting line and
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The pasl weekend was a
very busy one for the Acton
Scouts and Venturers, as it
was time again to haul out all
the camplag equipment. Not
one group was camping, but
both groups were busy pre-
paring {or a cold battle with
nature,

The Scouts made tracks up
lo Good Year Scout Camp in
Orangeville while the Ven-
jurers made their way (o
C.W. Barber Scout Camp in
Guelph.

The District Scout Camp
wans altended by about 55
Scouts and 15 Leaders. The
program this year was set up
a little differently, to the
other years, because each
group was responsible for
running an  event. These
events ranged {rom clill
repeling to log sawing, to Jog
lransport race, 1o COMPass
work. I believe a good time
was had by all boys and
leaders. The all round group
winners for the camp were
First Georgelown Scouts,

[ mentioned earlier that the

Hold over

A request from the Acton
Agricultural Sociely lo the
Eramosa township council
for & grant for 1977 has been
held over until budget fime.

(left) placed
Knox

watch for the go-ahead signal. - _

Liquor charges

Twoe  aren men

town over the weekend,
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Were
charged with ligor offenses in
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Scout and Guide news

. .'t; & By Rick Savilie

Venturers of Acton were
camplng in Guelph, After
many telephone calls were
made, and letter wriling, and
lrophy making, it was time to
present the companies work
lo other groups of the district
and surrounding area.
Acton hosis

it was First Acton’s turn to
de the Winter Venturer
Camperee. Scome of the
program which look place
included the marked trail
sled race, firsl aid and
rescue, snow shoeing, skiing,
fire lighting and eooking.

The program was enjoyed
by groups from our own
disirict, also groups from as
far away as W tock, and
Grimsby, Ont. gttended.
There were 76 boys and 15
advisors in attendance. The
Venturers alse had the
gssistonce of the Filth
Georgelown Rover crew, and
would like 1o thank them very
much for lheir assislance.
When the camp came to a
close, the top winners of the
camp were Fourth Trafalgar
and second place wenl to
Fifth Georgetown 'B"” Ven-
lurers and third went to Fifth
Georgelown A" Venturers.

Well, that is another year of
winter camps over with: Now
we are wailing for the

summer.

While the Scouts and
Venturers were out camping,
the Beavers were eagerly at
work, with a sharing sesslon
held at the Acton Scout Hall.
So as you can se¢ the Acton
Scout Hall was the centre of
aclivity on this past weekend.

Calendar of events

[ would like to remind you -
of some of the evenls taking
place this month. First of all,
to all section leaders, don't
forget to attend this month's
Scouters Club which is being
held tonight {Wednesday) al
the Acton Scout Hall at 8.30 in
the new hall. Some other
evenls are the Acton Scoul
and Guide Banguet on Febru-
ary 22, also the Acton Church
Parade on Sunday at 2.30
p.m. at Knox Presbyterian
Church.

The District Church Parade
1o be held on the February 27,
2 p.m. at Holy Cross Church
in Geargetown, The biggest
event is that of Lord Baden
and Lady Baden-Powell's
hirthday, on February 22
From the 20th to the 2s5th is
Scoul and Guide Week. Let us
all get out and show people
what we are all about, and
thank those peogple in our
community for their support
toward scouling,
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ON COATS, BLLOUSES, SHIRTS,
SWEATERS, SKI OUTFITS, ETC.

. Sale Ends Februaty 26 .
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OFF ON DRY CLEANING WITH
PRESENTATION OF THIS AD

Tamily Qleaners

13 Mill St. E, * Acton * 8563-2310

310 STEELES AVE., MILTON
878-4178 % * 878-4179

AT THE INTERNATIONAL CENTRE

(AIRPORT RD. AND DERRY RD.. MALTON
MONDAY, FEB. 21st 7:15 P.M. SHARP
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