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Council decides today

Get more industry

region is urged

Halton Regional Council
will be asked to authorize the
esteblishment of a Business
Development  Department
when council meets at
Burlington headguarters
leday.

The reglon’s Admini-
stratlon Committee recom-
mended such an office after
hearing a brief from the
Regional  Chambers of
Commerce in Halton calling
for increased Induslrial
promotion.’

The brief polnted to a
gliding tax ratio putting an
increasingly heavy burden on
the residential taxpayer.

“For instance in 1870,
before regicnal govermment,
the Town of Milton had a 50-50
split of residential to indus-
Irtal assessment, Today, that
ragio is 29 percent com-
mercial-industrial, 71 percent
residential-farm.

“In Aclon, the 1966 ratio
was 52 percent industrial, 48
percent resldential, The 1976
ratio was 20 percent Indus-
‘trial, 80 percent residential.

“Population in the same
period increased from 4,400 to
6,872. Industries increased
[rom 19 to 24 but employment
increased enly from 1,100 lo
1,240," the brief noted.

*There are 500 acres of va-
cant industrially-zoned land
in Halton Hills in 1976 and 50
acres of serviced indusirial
land ranging in price from
$16,000 to $30,000 per acre.

“Burlington’s assessment
pieture is much the same.
The current ratio of indus-
irial-commercial vs. resi
dential is 25 per cent in-
dustrial, 75 percent resi-
dential. Indusirial construc-
tion, on a national basis, is
down 22 per cent but Burling-
lon, for the same time period
(1974-78) is down 83 percent.

*QOakville has several of the
Regiﬂn's largest industries
and employers but is cur-
rently in a position of im-
balance in assessment. The
result is an increasing tax
load on sheller to cover in-
flation and cost increases for
municipal government,
schools, fire and lice,
engineering, and rcads and
parks.

“In 1966, Oakville’s assess-
ment ratio was 39 percenl
industrial, 61 per cent resi-
dential. In 1976, it was 32
percent industrial, 68 per cent
residential.

“"A Lypleal 100 acre mixed-
use industrial park could
accommodate as many as 25
establishments: provide
potential employment for
1,000 people and generate an
initial building construction
value of between $10 and $20
millions. At today's rates,
this represents approxi-
mately $700,000 to $1 million
In taxes annually. These are
some of the more measurable
benefits,” the brief said.

Tony Wilson of the Oakville
Chamber of Commerce
presented Lthe brief, George-
town Chamber President
George Gray said Lhe brief
forward with the
unantmous support of all four
of the Chambers In the
reglon. -

The brief noted industrial
development commissions in
four -other regions were
staffed with anywhere from
lwo to seven people wilh
budgets ranging from $73,000
to $188,000.

Qakville Councillor Carl
Eriksen and Milton Coun-
cillor Jim Watson provided
the only opposilion to the
recommendation,

Both insisted that a good
product sells Itsell and
argued that Halten was in a

rime location to attract

dustry, without spending a
lot of money and bringing
mere burencrals into the
gystem. :

Eriksen suggested there
was something strange when
a region would claim it
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wanled to ml]reeaenm prime
farmland and then go out and
spend money promoting
rapid growth.

Committee chalrman Mac
Anderson suggested the only
allernative to attracting
indusatry is "“Taxing the peo-
ple out of their skulls,”

Regional Chalrman Ric

- Morrow pointed out there had
been recent plant closings in
Georgetown and Burlington,
leaving people out of work,

Both he and Oakville Mayor
Harry Barrett saw Lhe crea-
lion of jobs as the number one
benefit that could accrue
from the creation of such a
department,

Councillor Eriksen said an
industrinl department could
not have prevented
closings but it might have
been able to ereate an indus-
trial climate that made the
closing unnecessary,

Burlington Councillor
Walter Mulkewich said the
industrial commission would
have {0 be tied closely to the
planning department but
would also have to relate with
the public works, treasury

the

and other departments in the
reglon.
Resource Hecovery

He spoke of the need for
resource recovery and in-
dicated the altraction of
Industry could have a very
real effect on the location and
viability of a resource
recovery plant.

“We would need a very
special sorl of person, sensi-
live lo the social realitles;” he
said.

Burlingten Mayor Mary
Munro sald the formallon of
Lhe region had left Burlington
hamstrung. She said the city
had had an Industrial com-
mission for several years bul
that had to be aobolished lo
meel the requirements of Bill
151. QOnly the region can
legally initiate the service.

She acknowledged that
Burlinglton does have a
private member's bill beflore
the legislature that would
ullow the city to have ils own
commission, but she added
that was a second preference
or a fall-back position,

Councillor Watson
plained that Milton
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‘Pull the
on development

Hallon Region’s Publie
Works Department will no
longer insist on restrictions
on new development in
Burlington with regard to
sewage planl capacity.

The Public Works Com-
mitte considered the problem
Wednesday after receiving a
report on the matler from
Works Directer Bob Moore.

Until now the reglon has
told &ll developers in
Burlingion that no building

- permils would be issued until
the expansion of the Pollution

Control Plant is complete.

But the commitlee ngrﬂ«eﬁ
that the plant expansion |s
close enough lo completion

- ]

plug’

that nothing  significant
enough 1o cause overioading
at the plant could lake place.

*What can anyone butld In
eight months? Why don'l we
pull the plug,”" committee
chairman  Jack  Raflis
suggested.

Both  Burlington
Georgetown have ex-
perienced next o no
residential growth in the last
year or so because of plant
restrictions. A plant ex-
pansion is currently un-
derway in Georgetown as
well,

The decision o allow
development to continue is
subject to council approval
today.
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sceptical and claimed the
industrial commission would
lead lo shared industrial
assessment and eventually to
n move away f{rom the
chargeback system,

He claimed Milton's indus-
(rial park will give the town
1,600 acres of industrial land
te develop, "'but we feel Lhe
land will sell itsell.”

He sald Milton Council had
taken a posilion in opposllion
to the regional development
commisslon,

Halton Hills Counclllor
Russ Miller said he wanted to
see Halton attract industry
and jobs, even il the majority
of the industry settled along
the lakeshore corridor.

“"Even if it is in the south, if
it is still In the region our
people can drive Lo it. They
don't mind that, but when
they have to move their
farnilles it can be upselting.”

Miller is an -employee of
Domtar and among those who
gtand to lose thelr jobs when
the plant closes.

If council ratifies the com-
mittee declsion, it will mark
the end of an issue that has
been poppling up ever since
the  implementation
regional government.

ILolstodo

The malter was brought up
shorlly after the reglon was
formed but councillors felt
that the transformation from
a counly Lo & reglonal system
of government left them with
more than enough to do.

The matter comes up on an
annuat basis and each time it
has been referred Lo the
budget the [ollowing year
each time,

Council did vote to spend
$10,000 last year to set up an
office near the end of the year
and made provision lo hire

one ¢lericat type person.
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Utility structure
study requested

Halton Reglonal Council
will be asked to giva {5 for-
mal approval to a study on
the restructuring of munici-
pal electrical utilities by a
provincial slgering com-
mitlee.

The study, If conducted,
will be one of several such
studies concerning restruc-
turing. The pros of yet
another study didn't excite
Regional Chairman Rie
Morrow,

Region to
consider
grants

Halten Community Ser-
vices Commitltee will con-
gider granis requests from at
least 29 different groups nnd
organizations Tuesday, Feb.
22
Some of the grant requests
that will be entertained are
statutory and some others
follow an accepted formula.
Regional  treasurer Daon
Farmer told the commitlee In
in memo that he could arrange
deputations for that meeling.

‘“Another sludy won't help,
We've been going around
circles on this for (hree years
now, What can be solved by
this?"

Council and the hydro com-
missions had earller rejected
the offer of such a study. But
now the regiocn's admini-
stration commitiee and the
hydro commissions are ad-
vocating such a sludy be
taken.

The commisslons in the
region conducted their own
study but have never made
public the findings of that

study.

Some regional councillors
have suggested the resulls
have been kept quiet because
they indicote a substantial
gavings would accrue through
restructuring.

A study team composed of
the four mayors, a reglonal
representative, unlon
respresntotives and hydro
commission representatives
will work with the steering
commiltee on the study.

W. McEachemn of Acton, T,
Graham of Burlington, O.
Van Sickle of Campbellville,
W. R. Rowney of Milton and
A. Green of Oakville are com-
mission representatives on
the study team.
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Want assurances

Prefer approval of
mosquito program

Final approval of the mos-
quilo abatement program in
Halton has been deferred,
pending assurances that the
chemicals used will have no
detrimental effect on the
ecology.

Halton Reglon's Com-

- munity Services Commitlee |

asked staff to go ahead with

LIGHTING SHOWROOM
Ratail and Wholesals

GERRIE ELECTRIC
SUPPLY CO. LTD.

Wholasale lecinzal Datnbytor

8 Armstrong Ave. Gen,
B77-2764

Mo -Fri Bum.- 5 pm.
Sat Jura. - 12 Doom

arrangements for the
program but witheld final
approval,

A seminsr on mosquilo

BLITZ-DAY,

gbatement js planned for
Feb, 23 in Burlinglon. Staf-
fers were Instructed to get the
nssurances the commiiltee
wanted and report back.

Medical Qfficer of Health
Dr. J. H. {:I'anmhe::laln satd
the gram ran last year
and thzre were no harmful
effects reported.

MPFP George Kerr will
address tatives of
Halton and other reglons at
the seminar.

March is Red Cross Month

HELP US HELP
Campaign for Funds

TUESDAY,

MARCH 8TH

in Georgetown, Acton and districts
(villages only if not enough canvasgsers).
Area-Captains and Canvassers urgently
needed. If contacted, please volunteer, or
phone 877-4466, 877-9172, 853-1868 (for
Acton) or 877-1332 now and donate some

time to make 12 calls or even lass.

- Juudtation to
Residents

WARDS 1 & 3
MILTON

| would be pleased to
discuss any problems

'l or opinions you may
have regarding the
school system on
either of these dates— i
e MON., FEB, 2ist PERCY MERRY SCHOOL 7-9 p.m.

e WED., FEB. 23rd BROOKVILLE SCHOOL 7-9 p.m.
YOUR TRUSTEE IVAN ARMSTRONG
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Union

our best to make sure .
that a great deal of training
and experience back up

cvery service call we make.

.

11

- For ong thing, all of

our trainees go through
six months of special |
technical training before

l 1

theyre qualified to be

service people.

Even then, they go
back for regular refresher
courses to make sure
they keep up to date on

your service needs.

And when they call on  SEEESEE
you, theyre cquipped with S
a service vehicle that's i W LT
tailored for just about any Bacesed :

kind of natural gas

service you niight need.
It you use our service
for adjusting, clcaning
or repairing your appli-
ances, you can count on
us to give them the best

of attention.
Safe, courteous.

. Dependable. .

Naturally, the cost of

the service depends

on what necds to be done.
Sometimes there’s no
charge at all. But when

a charge is necessary,
you'll find our rates are

most reasonable.

What it all adds up

to is that when you really
need help from us we'll

be there. Doing our best.

o

dr'a

. Service:
inaclass ofitsown.

At Union Gas we do
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