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Rinks when holidays over

[t seems unfortunate that the out-
door ice rinks weren't made in time
for the Christmas holidays this
year. They were cleared and
flooded in good time last year, and
they were well used during the
school holidays.

However, this year the recrea-
tion budget was spent, so the rinks
weren't made,

Until January, that is. What a
difference a day makes! The day
that took the budget from 1976 to
1977 made a lot of difference to the
Kids.

By January 1, there was money
again, and the work began that
very week, When the children were
back in school.

However, since the men of the

works department who do the work
on the rinks continue to be paid de-
spite the bookkeeping barrier, it is
hard to see why the rinks could not
be made sooner. Couidn’t they have

had priority over illuminated street °

sign installation?

How about it, treasury depart-
ment”? |

An imbalance of ice

In hight of the works budget woes -

this year, we might like to suggest
a few solutions. As everybody
knows, the folks at the works
department are having a hard time
making ends of their budgel meet,
and cited this as Lthe reason for the
late appearance of the outdoor
rinks. They also, however, have
found that snow and ice removal
costs have risen dramatically as a
result of a cold and snowy Novem-
ber.

This is, obviously a very pressing
problem, since an icy road can be
quite dangerous and an iceless
skating rink is virtually useless.

Il the problems were too little ice
or too much ice, then the situalion
would be hopeless, but what we
have here is only an imbalance in
the amount of ice laying around in
different areas. All one has to do is
move the ice [rom the street to the
rink, and all parties are happy.

Simply moving the ice from one
place to another is surely far
" cheaper than actually making the
ice vanish, an act which requires
considerable transmutation of mat-
ter into energy, and which only God
candoreally well anyway.

If tame but very large dogs were
hooked up to the ice which covers
our streets, they could drag it off to
more suitable places.” ie. the ice

rinks, for the price of only a few
cans ol Alpo, while the men who
wouid normally have spent their
time trying to make the roads pas-
sable could have a day off.

There is another way (o end this
problem, one which is less far-
fetched. In these days of growing
interest in the occull, ESP, and
other powers ol the mind, nobody
can safely ignore the possibility of
using witcheraft. Magic can be a
powerful agenl in snow removal, as
well as coming in handy in sporls
when the home team 15 losing.
Imagine 39 black-robed figures
chanting around an open fire and
sacrificing cod-fish all on Main SL.
The effect would be awesome,

Either one of these two methods
could catapull Actoninto the public
eye: we would be world renowned
for our innovalive and progressive
techniques; people would come
from all over the world 1o sce us:
social planners would come and
study us: we could even set up a
University dedicated 1o the
removal of snow. Aclon would be
famous.

Thes¢ are but two humble sug-

gestions to end a shppery problem.
We are sure that people

will
recognize the merit in them, and
put them into action immediately.

| John Bottomley

Dissatisfaction—action?

Aclon begins its fourth year now
as a part of Halton Hills. Our
council and all our local boards and
committees were dissolved three
years ago, in favor of the new sys-
tem of government which was lo
bring efficiency and expertise.

Dissatisfaction abounded from
the first,

People in Acton were resentful at
losing their identity and our own
local government, which had been

~working quite well, thank you.

People have talked from the

beginning about forming some kind
of group to convey our protest. Now
it has been done.A group of people
got together and they are pre-
paring a report.

They want to hear from other
people, and they have listed people
to phone or write to. if you ¢an add
something to their discussions.

The names and numbers are in
the paper today. Please contact
these people who banded logether
for this common concern, and call
themselves Actonians for Action.

Of this and that

Been complaining about regional

government? Don’t miss the phone
numbers in today's paper. The
~committee which formed iself Lo
study Acton’s problems wants to
hear- from you. Write or phone.
them.
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After Monday's hig saow storm, -

=

a reader phoned up asking us to
mention drivers who speed and
pass despite
conditions. He was
about motorists who pass on icy
roads and kick up snow, adding to
the problems of others. Certainly
the roads on Monday and Tuesday
deserved a lot of respect and
caution,
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"W Happiness is a friend

the bad weather,
concerned
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Winter's harsh effects are seen in trees.
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THEHRE WAS a grand loofawraw i Unt.
ario recently when the Toronto Globe and
Mail, which rather grandly calls tseld
“Canada’s National Newspaper,” ond is
nothing of the sori, peppetrated @ piece of
journalism thal was irresponsible, to say
the least, and yellow, to say the truth

It published & list of more than 80O Ont-
ario doctors who had billed the provineial
health plan for more than $I00.000 in the
past year.

Shouldn’t

What's wrong with  that

these money-grubbing medies be  ex-

Wasn'l the Globe doing a public
ANSwEr: o,

posed
service.

The Globe was doing what it professes 1o
despise in some of our rICier newspiapers:
acting in collusion with some pretty
dubious politiclans te titillate the pyblic
with halltruths and embarrass what to me
is still & boble and honorable profession
The action was worthy of some of the
muckier British tabloids.

Whal surprised me was the reaction ol

the public. Setting aside the doctars and

their well-heeled  medical  association,
which was naturally outraged, most of the
letters 1o the editor attacked the news.
paper fur its acbion,

Whatever demurrers advanced by ils
defendants after the event, the facl was
that the news was  slanted, through
omission.” The doclors named were pre-

'sented, through innuenda, as money-

gnugers, with one hand on a scalpel and
the other in the gdvernment's (read Tax-
payer's) hip pocket,

Pablication of the names and addresses
ol these doetors who had billed the health
plan for more than a hundred grand was
almost a blankel indictment of them

Whal the newspaper did not stress was
[hal the figures were for gross, not nel in-
come, the net income was a long, long way
below the published figures.

I don't hold any brief for doclors. In
general, they give me a pain in the arm.
There is & cerlain pomposity, sometimoes
arrogance, that is donned along with the
letters MDD, after the name. This is not
helped any by the attitude of so many of
their patlients4that the doctor always
knows best, that the doctor is a speciol sort
of human being, that the patient should
practically tug his forelock when address-
ing his doctor.

It's a fairly shorl i-.:lep rom there to the
point where quite n few members of the
professien begin to feel that they are little
tin gods. This irks me. I've met lov many
little tin gods with clay feel 10 be im-
pressed by the title “"Doctor,'”

There's something archaic, but very
allractive aboul that litle. Bachelors of Art
don't go around colling themselves
Bachelor Jim Smith. Masters of Arl don't
insist that you ‘address them as Master.
Same with engineers.

Bul when a guy gels a chance Lo put
Doclor before his name, whether his
degree™s in philosopy, theology or chiro-
practery, there is no way you are going to
stop him from using it.

My personal biases about doctlors aside,
1 have nathing but conlempt for those who
suggested, every so subtley, that the

profession is out {o gouge the public ruth-
lessly.

Sure, doclors moke a lot of money, most
of them. But [ don’t envy them. [ wouldn't
be a doctor for three times the average
salary in the medical profession,

Sure, there are a few rotten apples in the
barrel, to whom the Hippocractic oath s
merely o licence lo get rich. Couldn't the
same be said aboul any other barrel,
whether il contains union members, mer-
chants, politicans, or preachers.. And as
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for big business, the doctors are almosl
saintly when it comes to o comparison of
vilnes.

Let's Inck ot the facts, A doclor works
ke o cdog fo get through medical school
He deesn’t readly begin to make any
moaney until he s nearing 30, a time when
miost men are well settled i their lields

By the Gime he has established a prac
tice, he s ustially well i debt. B his prac
Lice Hlourishes, he works Like a dog for 20 0r
3 years. During thns period, he is making
da poodd ocome. Bal hus fanuly life, his
sovial Jfe and his cwltural hfe sufler
deeply. He works hours that would have a
uninn leader sereaming bleody  murder
Hhes seanty leisore time is constantly inter-
rupted. The anly pension fie can ook for-

OUR READERS

On plant closing

Fegardimg Mr. Feme Parker’s comment ..

o e closure of Uniled Cir's plant Dee,
i1 LT

Some of The reasans 1 Bave no comments
bt the one thad seemed rdhicalots was
“The tast steaw™ Fdon’t thank Mre Parker
knows Lhe meaminge of union. Umion medos
all members not Jusl simne

The few incwdents that we did nol apree
ugt, were definttedy nol reasons tor the clos.
mg ol the plant. 11 sasd that Mre Packer

ri-'liﬁ‘l'i-‘_lilll‘.l.I‘.!I"f‘J.l-"' ! LA B
--.-.-I--'.--IFI i e EF

] - i F Rl e rai LN W) " - ool a W

- LU NN TN R e R T e i)
L - - & & - e o - " -
FRE W S F S wpa pn s n s a e e e e e e e

B N R L ] a Bk w8 -
L e e

Ll I.*'!ll _1l I'IPI - l.r—r.-. .l.r.l_'|_l_-.l.|. - = - - - I-‘-'I-r‘
gt e R st S e B F R EEd I E s wm v mew Ja wm umw
AKX o b e 4 A Rt e e N

Sugar and Spice

by bill smiley

w_urd 1o 18 what he can save or invest for
himself

Aboul the time most men are slowing
town ar laoking forward lo retirement, the
doctor is burned oul. How many old doe-
lurs do yvou know

And all along the way he is dealing con-
stantly with pain and misery and fear
atnong his patients, No bed of roses, that.
Aol te mention all the neerotic women and
hypochindriacal men he must  suffer
paliently.

There are a few crocks and a few
uacks, but every doctor I've ever had
dealings with was a credit to the profes-
sian. Let's have (air play {or our doctors,
as well as (air pay,

WRITE:

oely had praise tor the peaple that had
worked for guite a few vears because [Heel
evervone did their best old and newer
emplovees ahke.
| sure hope everyone will find new em-
ployenent in some other industiry where
there is o betler atmosphere belween union
and managemen! beeause 1 does exist in
mast dactories
Huchelle Walerhouse,
2t Johin 51,
Muton,tint

Drivers responsible

; Jun. 4, 1977,
To the Editor:
Dear Sir:

It is appuarent to me that Ontario’s High-
way Traffic Acl shold be amended to in.
clude the prosecetion and penalization of
those persons who contribute Lo an aceident
or collision. Too, [requently, we  sec
vehicles parked in no-parking zones, and if
the driver 18 caught, he, or she, gets a
tickel.

It seems to me that if such a vehicle by
being so parked, causes a pedestrial 1o be
hit by an oncoming car, or causes a moving
vehicle Lo be invalved in o collision, the
driver, or person responsible for the
iltegally parked vehicle should be charged
ns o contributing focter, and not just fined
for llegal parking.

By the same token, vehicles parked on

. hills and  or on bends vn raral roads showld

also be penalized. If & moving vebicle

comes into collisien with the parked
vehicle, ar in negotiating around a vehicle
parked on a hill or bend, very often on snow
or ice covered roads, some responsibility
should be placed on the driver or owner of
the parked vehicle.

Vehicles are also often left parked on, or
over the brow of a hill giving moving
vehicles little or ne chance to either take
the wrong side of the road, and possibly hit
an oncoming vehicleé, or hit the parked
vehicle.

As the Act now stands, the driver of the
moving vehicle is charged as he or she is
supposed to be in control of his or her
vehicle at all times, but often the driver of
the moving vehicle is driving with all due
care and atlention until he is confronted
with some idiol parked just over the brow of
a hill or round a bend.

William A. Johnson
R.R.2, Rockwood,

Will shock a horse

Bear Sir:

Here is some intecesting information that
was passed on to us from a safely engineer:

“panger o horses and riders near high
vollage electrical lines. Do not ride or drive
horses near or under the ullra high voltage
electrical lines planned for this area. Any
melallic items in tack (bits, buckles, ete.)
will pick up an electrical shock. This in turn
will cause erratic unpredictable action by
the horse. The voltage buildup in the greund
near lines may also cause a current to Now
between the front 2nd rear legs of o horse,
or between o rnider ond horse when
mounting or handling a horse, or between
horses as they touch ecach other, Hiders
shauld not allow their horses to touch any
ungrounded metallic objects such as o car,
machine or [ence. Under a sel of un-

favorable eonditions a horse could become

cleelrocuted.””

The mental pictures this little goodie
aroused ure wild. Very few riders consider

any eleetrical danger from high voltage
wires.

Ontdario llydro fecls there will be no
danger 1o the rider if he places insulation
under the saddie,

Mr. Inkis, &n engincer with Ontario
Hytro, explained (o us that to enable the
horse te prevent an induced chorge from
building up, you are to spray the horse’s
hooves wilh special spray—provided by

Hydrao.
Pal Wilson,

Theresa Manion,
Conn., Ontario

The Free Press
Back Issues

20 years ago

Taken from the issue
of the Free Press, Thursday.
January 10, 1957

In his apartmenl above the post office,
Cam Leishman heard his name called on a
40 per cent coupon al the Saturday after-
noon” Appreciation Day draw. He raced
downstairs and through the crowd in the
required two minutes to claim his $104.
First name called was that of Mrs, 5. Brun-
elle—also with a 40 per cent coupon. She
was not there and the draw was made
again. .

The Roberi Little school is the name now
given to the present public school. Il was
decided at a meeling of the public scheol
board last week, Assistant principal W. D.
E. Smith was officially appointed principal
of the M.Z. Bennet school, which is pre-
sently under construction. Celin MacColl
was appoinied carelaker of the new schoal.

Mr. and Mrs., Roy Ballentine and Mrs.
and Mrs. Ross Ballentine and Bobby spent
New Year's day al Lthe home of Mr. and
Mrs. Harvey Dearling, Orton, (Ontario.

Work on the Bank of Montreal s pro-
ceeding steadily. Hidden under the canvas
cover, the foundation is almosi complele—a
good start for the modern butlding under-
way.

After a halt Tor Christmas and New
Year's, nighl school classes were resumed
at the high school this week. Classes are
being held Monday and Tuesday evening
wilh full enrolmoent.

Work progresses speedily at the new M2,
i3ennet schonl. ‘The reol is currently being
larred.

50 years ago-

Tokenfrom the issee of
the Free Press of Thursday,
Jivuary L, 1927

John . Ronald, the manufacturer ol the
first sleam fire engine in Canada, died in
Hamillon on Sunday. Mr. Renald was the
maker of Acton's steam fire engine and was
here personally when it was demonstrated
abaout 35 years ago. [t was stationed o the
edge of Henderson's pond and streams
were thrown over the Storey Glove faclory
wilh ease. Mr. Storey was reeve at the time.
The engine was purchased and put into
commission, 1t never failed in doing good
service al any fire in town, and is still ef-
fective. This was shown particularly during
the bip fire ol the tanneries in August 1924,
when its streams were a valuable adjunct
(o the walerworks and the Beardmore
syslems.

A number of young people of the town
held a very enjovable farewell dance in the
Town Haull on the eve of the departure of
Messrs. Lloyd Forbes and Aubrey Allen for
lretroit.

The open air rink at Hockwood is well
patronized. The promoters and the care
taker are doing all they can for the benefit
of those who come from the village and the
couniryside. : :

The icemen arce busy again

Sleighing parties are popular just now

There 15 some line cordwood coming into
town these davs,

100 years ago

Taken from the issure of
ihe Free Press of Thursdas.
January 11, IKV7

- England looks to Canada for a supply of
gouod beef, and the farmers of this country
will be wise Lo preserve their best young
cattle, instead of knocking calves on the
head to get rid of them. Bee! will be a fine
emigration agent vel,

Charles Tale, a lemperance hotel keeper.,
tn thé township of East Garafraxa, has been
committed to the Guelph jail for 30 days
with hard labour for selling liquor withoul a
licence.

The Acton Public S¢hool opened on Mon-
day with an attendance df 148, In the first
department, 50; Ind, 40, Jrd, 58.

From a letler to the iditor: " Just 1o think
of it! The Editor of a 10th class paper at-
templing to dictate to the intelligent
eleclors of Esquesing who they shall, and
shal] not, elect Lo fill their places of trust.”

Thirteen births, five deaths, &nd two
marriages, were registered by the Acton
Division Registrar for the six months en.
ding 31st December. How remarkably few
marrigges have oceurred during the past
year. Is it because it was leap year?

I wish that farmers would use more milk
and .cream on their tables than they do,
more fruit and less meat, more graham and
less fine flour. What is belter for breatfnst
than graham mush, which is made by stir-
ring the meal in water boiling hard.

The new Central School in Guelph will be
formally opened on Monday nexi.
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