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Back lssues
20 years ago

Taken from Lhe issue of
the Free Press of Thursday,
December 27, 1856

. Damage {otalling $300 was estimated
following a collision Friday between cars
driven by Ronald Clow and Thys Oost on
Main St., north, Drivers reported te police
the Clow car was proceeding cast and stop-

to pick up a passenger. The Oost car,
ollowing, collided with the rear of the Clow
car.
Minor damage was sustained when
during reportedly heavy fog and an icy road
on Sunday, cars driven by Andrew Ther-
lault and Newton Fowler were in collision
on Churchill Rd., North. Total damage was
estimated at $50.

Employees of the Roxy Theatre provided
Christmas joy for 35 local children this
year. Manager Bill Leslie and his staff
received a chegue from the theatre’s head
office for a party for themselves. Instead,
they lurned the money over to the town
office to buy gifts for children.

Visiting in Ridgetown on the weekend
with Mr. and Mrs. Scoyne werc Miss Doris
Allan and Mr. Murray Scoyne,

John Hufnagel is home on leave from the
Navy. ile expects to be transferred to
Halifax.

Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Shoemaker and
Susan visited in Owen Sound.

Christmas guests of Mrs. J. Symon and
Mrs. Taylor were Mr. and Mrs. Charlie
Symon of Montreal, Mr. and Mrs, Nobel,
Mrs. Edna Snyder and Miss Campbell of
Toronlo.

Mr. and Mrs. R. Pollock of Montreal were
visitors here with Mr. and Mrs. Boug Man-
ning and lamily.

50 years ago

Taken Irom the Issue of
the Free Press of Thursday,
December 30, 1926
Canada's leather indusiry conlinues to
show improvement, according 0 reports
issued by the Dominion Bureau of statis-

tics. The value of the outpul by Canadian

tanneries in the past year is the Jargest
since 1920, and exceeds the average of the
live year period, 1920-1925, by $6,620,811 or 7
per cent. As the largesl lanneries in Canada
are located in Acton, and are operated by
Messrs. Beardmore & Co., the above in-
formation has special interest” and
signifigance |

A disastrous fire wi out the frame
livery barn of Councillor Atkinson early on
hMonday morning. When Mr. Atkinson was
awakened by the glare of flames on the win-
dows of his residence adjoining, he found
that the interior of the building was a
volume of flames, He rushed to the door to
release a horse in one of the stalls, but was
driven back by the flames and found it
impossible to enter. The poor animal was
standing just inside the door, where it had
been driven the day before. It was fotally
destroyed, as well-as a quantity of hay,
some harness, and one or two rigs.

"St. Alban's Sunday School held their -

annuat Christmas tree and concert in the
Town Hall on Thursday evening.
Recititions, solos, choruses, dialogues and
- a cantata composed the programme, which
was appreciated by the large crowd which
lilled the hall. Al the close of these numbers
Safta Clause arrived and delighted the
children with prizes and candies.

100 years ago

Taken lrom lhe Issue of
the Free ress of Thursday.,
December 21, 1876,

Secord Bros. have laid in a mammoth
slock of everything that is rich, rare, useful
and beautiful for Christmas. Gents’ mot-
toedmustache cups and spucers, children’s
mottoed cups and saucers, flower vases,
preserve dishes, sick cups and feeders,
goblets, pickle jars, wine glasses, tea sels,
lamps. Canned peaches, plums, gooseber-
ries, pickles, lobsters, salmon, sardines,
clams, oysters, raisins, currants, figs; nuts,
biscuits, confe tionery and honey, tobaccos,
rice, barley, Hardware cutlery, paints, oils.

The Sabbath Scheol Festival in the base-
ment of the Methodist Church last week
was heartily enjoyed. After the relresh-
ments were disposed of the company ad-
journed to the audience recom where they
were enlertained for a couple of hours with
singing, recitations and dialogues by the
children. A most amusing {eature was the
siripping of an immense Chirstmas tree of
its load of presents. Most were for the child-
ren from their {riends. Bul there were also
valuable gifts for the older people, the
pastor receiving quite a large share. Per-
haps one of the most valuable articles cut
from the three was a handsome Russell
gold watch labeled for W. H. Storey Esq.;
we have since [earned it was a present [rom
his son Fred who purchased it at Hynds’
jewellerv store.
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ORGANIST DR. George Elliott inserts a tape
into the player in the United Church, to produce
the carillon which will be heard amplified from
the bell tower. The church hasa collection of

tapes.

Fe s

1 must admit that my feelings about the
so-called “holiday secason” are a bit
ambiguous. '

There’s no [eeling of satisfaction greater
than that experienced when the blasted
Christmas tree is finatly up and decorated,
And there is no feeling more sinking that
when your one-year-old grandson lries to
climb it and pulls the whole pagan mess

“over on top of himself.

For sheer gluttony, nothing can beat the
Christmas dinper, speaking of paganism.
But the sensual joy of stuffing oneself -is
slightly overcast by the knowledge that (in
our house, anyway), onc has first to stufl
the turkey, and second, to wash the dishes
after dinner.

Then there's the Post Office. We used to
know Lhey were just trying to startle the

~ early birds when they gave us those dates

for mailing. Now we know betler. This
column is writlen Lo appear in your Christ-
mas issue. You'll probably be reading it
about mid-February.: As [ write, they
threaten to strike, just before Christmas. |
have as much sympathy with them as |
had with H itler in his last days in the

_ bunker with little Eva,

I like a white Christmas, but T don't
particularly want to drive 400 miles Lo ex-
change season's greetings with anyone,
when I could be sitting by my own fire with
a good book, Why don’t we ali stay home?

1 like the old carols, but [ ean't stand old
Bing Crosby singing you-know-what for
the 800th time.

Even some of the old carels almosl
demand parody, with the state of the world
as il is. Here are a few [ have lefl over.

To the Liberal government. (Yes,
Virgima, there is still at least one Liberal
government left in Canadn}:

“God help you, merry gentlemen,
'‘Cause no one else will do it,
We handed you a prime rib roast,
And all you did was stew iL.™”

To the Parli Quebecois:

“0Oh, hell! O-o-h heii,

What a mess you have made,

You have sundered our counlry

Al Zilch centigrade.” '
Wouldn't have been so bad if they’d done it
in the summer. We'd have all gone fishing.

To the oil induslry:
“We three sheiks of Araby are.
We've got oil, but never from tar

- Sands like all you dopey Canadians,
Whine while we raise the price.”

To the Anglos in Quebec:

“Hark, Jet’s all us Anglos sing,

We don'l wanl Rene for King.

Though we've scorned the man for
years,

Save us from his French With Tears.”

Enough? I agree. 'm getting faintly
nauseous myself. Avaunt, ye carols!

Then there are the Christmas parties.
The merchants have a big one, counting
their shekels, .even though they know
they'll be lucky to break even in the next
few months, The cops have a parly,
hauling in drunks. The drunks have a
party, because they know 'lis the season lo
be jolly and they can get away with
anything short-of murder. The murderers
have a party because, under our present
prisen rules, they'll probably all be home
for Christmas.

And the-rest of us gallop from one egg-
nog to ancther, gulping down grub thal

‘some poor woman has spent 24 hours pre- -

paring, and tried out on her husband so
often that he throwsup at the mention of it.

. The zocial committee of our staff tried to

havr a Christmas party for all the teachers
and it was practicallya flop because so
" many could not make it. They were al-

g No mystery

arillon source:

On Christmas weekend,
carols rang out over the
snowy ©streets from the
carillon of the United church.

~ The sound of pealing bells
emanating from the bell
tower of the church. s enjoyed
every day by all the people
within range.

But many of those people
wonder just how the music
got there!

An automalic timer on the
player is set to play six selec-
tions at noon and 7 p.m. every
weekday and at 9.45 oa.m. and
2 p.m. and 6.45 p.m. on Safur-
days and Sundays. The limes
can be varied, as can be the
number of selections played.
It has been set up for what are
felt to be the best Limes.

The church now has about
10 lapes with 15 selections on
each, covering hymns for all

tapes, amplifier

year as well as a carillon con-
cert lupe which is played on
Sunday afternocons in the
SUHMITICT,

The carillon was  the
generous gift of Mr. and Mrs.
Dave Lindsay, who are
members of Trinity United
church.

[}. Elliott says It is o
themy you owe a word of
thanks if the sounds of the

'The Acton Free Prass, Wed. Dec. 29, 1976 3 -

- Complaints this week

The first of Lhe scason's snow, snowmobiles are out In
snowmobiling complaints the coun-
have been received by police ::_]T: d?d s
this week. With the new fall of ‘TYSI9C

Missed Your Free Press?

Please Let Us Know

Qur carriers do their best to give fast
courteoirs service but mistakes do happen;
so if you Jo not receive your paper or have
any complaints regarding delivery, please
call our office.

Is organist Dr. George
Elliott inside the church,
playing the carillon? ' He's
been asked that question
several times., He has had
surprised looks (rom people
who see him on the sireet
while the bells are ringing
merrily away in the bell
lower.,

No, the carillon has nothing
to do with the nimble fingers
of Dr. Elliott.

The sounds of @ real
carilfon have been tape
recorded, and ihis lape is
played automatically through
an amplifier and speakers in
ihe bell tower of the church.

S.ugar and Spice

by bifl smiley

ready signed up for such things as a fr{,:e
party for municipal employees and their
spouses, a free party for employees of a
large institution and their spouses, and
various other worthy events, none of them
designated to help the hungry or comfort
the alflicted of the world.

It's bad enough before Christmas, but
the pace accelerates right after the big
day. All those hostesses who couldn’t
round up guests for a pre-Christmas hash
have been frantically phoning people to
attend their New Year's Eve soiree, or
their apres-ski swill, or their toboggan-
party burbulence. You have to be fast ofl
the mark, or you'll miss the chance to play
host to 30 or 40 peaple you couldn’t give a
diddle if you never saw, and fill them with
food and booze you can't afford.

Well, our bacchanaha comes lo some-
thing of a grinding hall about the day after
New Year's. We all lurch back to normal,
‘suffer through the physical and financia!
hangover, take a look out at the falling
snow and the falling temperature, and
realize with a sickening thud of the heart
that we are not, after all, living it up on the
Riviera, but are stuck in the true north,
strong and Treezing, and there are still
three months of it ahead of us.

Committee
wants Input

Omitted in error in last week’s Free Press was
the box number in the Letter to the Editor from
the Acton for Actonians committee, signed by
Peter Papillon and Norm Elliott. They asked to
hear from any citizens who have useful in-
formation or comments on regional government.
The special committee is trying to determine the
future of the town, : ‘

If you have anything to offer this committee of
citizens, please write to box 741, Acton Free
Press, Acton, :

the different seasons of the

We'll be thinking of you as the

old year passes into history and
the New Year arives. Celebrate
with someone you love and accept
our best wishes now and always!

Ote time to live it up a bit asd celebrate the

heginntng of @ wonderful New UYeas!
Mr. & Mrs., Mike Kinal and Staff

A
HARDWARE

brighten your day."

Elappy New Year 1977
by David Cohen
Anuather year has swiftly passed,
With joy and sorrow in its wake,
(zood health and illness both amassed,
Blessings and good ' {for us lo ke,

Some us ring the old year omt

With happiness for Umes well spent.
Whilst others mourn and deeply doubbt,
The passing vear in sad lament.

Three hundred and sixty five days passed
[n joys and troubles, shared by all.

Hut gone forever so really fast

[ts passing, we scarcely can recall.

But now a bright New Year is here,
To greet us with ils very best,

With all good promises and cheer
Perhaps Vwill be better than the rest.

May we experience perfect peace,

A dove upon o twig benign,

1renoting a waorld where troubles cease,
Where [ricndship and trust are ils design.

ing out the old, forgotten days!

Bring New Year's babe in bappiness!
Any may il serve in many wiays

Our jives to change and cheer and bless,

bells from Trinity help to

853-2010
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| WATER DAMAGE

SALE

A water line burst at our warehouse
and there is slight water damage to

assorted sizes and styles of . . .

DON'T MISS THIS
OPPORTUNITY
TO SAVE

UP TO

Box Springs and Mattresses |

and
Love Seats
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