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The CB language
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BREAKER ONE - O, this is Spartan Base. Art Daigle of Acton mans his
home base unit several hours each morning dispensing information and
cheering travellers. Although he has used his (General Service radio for
emergency situations, he finds it an absorbing hobby.

by Jeanifer Barr _ &
“Breuker 1-0, Breaker 1-0, This is Red Baron calling Tiger
Paw. Do you have a copy? What's your 207"

Canada seems to be acceplng

bilingualism easily,

specially when the second Janguage is the idiom of Cilizens’
Band radio enthusiasts, or CB ers.

While you're tryiog 1o
figure out what the Red
Baron asked his friend (he
asked permission to speak on
channel 10, called for "Tiger
Paw’, asked if he was under-
stood and requested Tiger
Paw's lecation.) Tiger Paw is
apt to come hack with,

“10-4 Hed Baron, 10-2. This
is Tiger Paw wheeling wosl-
bound on the 4 nething 1 head-
ing for a coffee break at mile
204"

00,00 in Canada

According to  Federal
Department of Communica-
tions. Lhere arce 16,000 regis-
tered CB radios in Acton and
an arca ineluding Kitchener,
This is an increase of 10,660 10
the last 18 months, Migures
[or the entire country stand al
elose ta 300000 with an est-
mated  additional 100,000
unlicensed  fand  illegal?
users. The Kitchener depart-
ment  process  B-990  apph-
cations a month compared (o
less than 2060 o month not so
long apo.

Where's it all going?

“If we only knew'', says
Mr. Young of the department,
“we'tl know what 10 plan in
the way of staff. We never
dreamed it would take off like
Lthis."”

Just what is the reasen for,

the sudden popularity of the
truckers’ means of com-
munication?  Why | have
seemingly sane people gone
mad with a1 mike in their hand

spewing unintelligible jargon

over the air and calling them-
selves names like Boogyman
and Marshmallow?

Some psychiatrists claim
the two way radio allows
people to fantasize and take
on an alternale image. A
University  of  Waterloo
professor says he thinks CB is
an ego booster for the shy or
timid person.

Most CB enthusiasts are
guick 1o tell you they only
have a radio in case aof
emergencies (the radio is not
supposed to be used for reere-
ation, according to General
RRadio Service regulations).
But that still doesn’t account
for the party-line siate of pre-
sent-day Citizens' Band, the
airways  cluttered  with

gossipy chatter, and cutesy -

terminology.
Spartan Base Assisls

To Art Daigle of Acton hs
radio is a fascinating hehby,
An ex-radio apnouncer who
played the “Saturday night
Cowboy™' o Barrie residents
in the early 1950"s, Art looks
on CB as a chance to use his
previous  experience  while
being of
iravellers, Although he has a
mohile unit in his car, Art
communicates mainly from

assistunee  to

his home Dbase unit and s
known to CB'ers far and wide
as  “Spartan Base'.  His
present jub ns night watch-
man lor Disston Lid. enables
hin 1o man the radio for a few
hours cvery morning dis-
pensing  information | and
cheering commuters. lle's
always alerl for any emer-
pency and even helped save o
man's life the second day he
had his radio,

Mary Daigle tells the story,
remembering  she  wasn't
very happy when her husband
installed his CB and gave
himsel] the handle “Fluffy®™
ra family nickname). All the
way up to Muskoka Beach

the radio, shouting, swearing,
or monopolizing channels—
all against regulations and
subject to fines.

Towards this purpose the
IDaigles have been nstru-
mental in inaugurating the
Acton Hillbilly CB Club, a
fledgling organization
designed to aid police and the
community.

Actunlly G.R.S.

To other Aclonites, the
General Hadio Service (ils
correcl name in Canada) is
an¢mergency aid rather than
a pleasure.

Frank and Raymond Toth
of Toth Motors use their three
mobiles and base in low-
trucks and snow plow for
emergency communicalions.
They can save time when gut
on a cvall by proceeding Lo
another trouble spot without
having to come back lo the

THE REDCOAT, alias Mike Kinal of Home
Hardware, finds his CB base and mobile units
invaluable in running his business.

that day, Mary says she was
angry when she couldn’t talk
wiile Art listened to the
radio. But when they heard a
distress call from the wife of
4 man whe had cut himself
hadly with a chain saw in the
bush, Art was the first Lo act.
Mary thought a more exper-
ienced Cli’er should answer
the call but Art sped 1o the
nearest house and phoned for
the police. His efforts saved
the life of 2 man whe required
more Than 100 stitehes 1o pul

him back together. The man's -

wife told Art she was "“Thunk-
ful to the Lord one CB'er
knew what he was doing "

Fluify feels the $1400 he's
invested in equipment so far
has been weorth it. He enjoys
the hobby and tries 1o keep
the airways clean of the
pcensional user who misuses

buildings for horses
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garage.

They found CB was cheaper
and had a wider range than
the FM business radio they
previpusly used. But as far as
using the radio for pleasure,
Ray says, "It would drive you
crazy” He deplores the
number of people filling the
nirwiys  “'shooting  the
breeze” and says you “might
as well have a phone™,

However, Bulch Cassidy
and the Sundance Kid, as they
call themselves over the
radio, seem to enjoy CBing
and are happy with ils help in
the business.

Fasy Rider cully

Another CBer who depends
on his radio for emergenciles
is Easy Rider, better known
to his customers as Lorne
Doberthein of L & |, Ford. An
expensive mobile in bis truck,
q base unit, and a walkie-
talkie unit in his snowmobile
and all-terraine vehicle help
Lorne keep in contact with his
house, He says, when he's in
the bush with his snowmobile
and has engine trouble he ¢an
call for nssistance withoul
having te struggle several
miles through deep snow. He
did it once, he said, and that
wils enouph.

Even though the radio was
purchased for emergeneics
Lorhe says it's been valuable
in business enabling his stafl
to contact him on urgent
matiers no matter where he
is.

He'd alse like to use the
walkiedalkie and PA system
connected witly the CH unit to
co-ordinate the activities ol
Track ‘Three skiing, uan
organization for the handi-
capped with which Lorne 15
connected.

A commuter  from  Kit-
chener, Alex  Chitdley  who
works at Dills Printing and
Fublishing, installed CId in
his car and home because he
has so far o travel daily and
appreciales the traffie in-
formation he receives from
other Cl’ers. Many ol his
miles are travelted at night
and he frequently motors Lo
Quebece, so feels the radio will
be useful this winter in the
even! of  snow  emergencies.

He says, "Some people gel
a CB 1o taik, but 1 listen™.

He hasn't joined any clubs
vet but is inlerested in
checking out REACT, the
Radio Emergency Associated
Citizens Teams of Kitchener

"“Tremendous invention™
Mike Kinal of Home hard-

witre who has 1wo hases in

home and store and  one
muobile radio in his truck feels
the time to buy o CB radio is
oW, _

With the advent aof 40

our 20?7 ;

channel radio coming in use
January 1, 1977 the soon-lo-
be-obsolete 23 channel sels
are being sold off at tremen-
dous reductions,

It's now possible lo gel o
mobile unit for as low as $79
aithough Mike doesn't stock
what he considers inferior
radios. His higher quality
unils are not moving as fasl
as the cheaper units such as
those on sale currently at
Zollers and K-Marl stores,

The hardware store pro-
prictor says the CB is a
“fabulous invention' and he
will soon put one in his station
wagon for use when he
travels to the cottage. He
(eels people are most co-oper-
ative on CB altheugh "there
are too many gobbers in
town.'

Even the farmer is getting
into the act, President of
Onlario Federation of
Agriculture, Gordon Hill,
commenting on John
Bradshaw's CFRB  radio
show This Business of
Farming', sotd many far-
mers are finding CB's useful
fur field-home communi-
cation when installed in trac-
tors. .

it really pays off, he stated,
when o long trip back to the
furm can be avoided.

“Farmers have to adjust o
new  conditions  and  new
techinolopy, so we don't fall
behind™, he reported.

Fines for offenses

Citizens Band radios are
hardly  new having been
aroundd since the early 60's.
{ine of Acton's earliest users
is PPaul Braida who purchased
his set in 1968, However Paul,
a  popular  musician  with
“Three Sheels to the Wind'',
is pretty disgusted with CB
and 1 now intoe Ham radio
and radio contral models.

Fle feels there are lov many
people  playing “eops and
rabbers”  these days and
giving B a bad name. He
wis the instigator of a lot of
local peaple gelting into CB
and he used 1o help install
radius, but be says he's sorry
now. "It's got out of hand.”

Ton wmany people are
breaking  the | regulations
without realizing the penal-
ties, he says. He's rend abrout
two recent cases of $1000 fines
for such offenses as "working
skip”  thoradeasting 1o the
Slatesi, swearing and bad-
mouthing, or using illegal
power boosters for a wider
range. e remembers one
user pulled a year's jail sen-
tence for trying to set up an
illegal  mobile  tronsmitting
stabion,

When he was an ardent

. user, he says, Ci'ers tried to
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MOBILE RADIO UNITS, like this one used by
Mike Silk of Ospringe are popular with com-
muters to alleviate the monotony of the trip.
Mike, whose handle is the Coachman, is a
Mississauga bus driver who travels the highway

at all hours of the night.

work with the police. As a
member of the Haftlesnake
Radio Club, he assisted in
several policing actions on
Hallowe'en night for years.

In an effort to co-ordinatle
CB's with police work again,
the Milton detachment of the
Provincial Police will shortly
be installing base slation in
co-operation  with London,
Woodstock and Kitchener in
order to monitor Highway 40
between those points. They
feel CB users can report
accidents and trouble spots
direct on the emcrgency
channel 9 and save minutes in
time,

Warnings help

Serious CRB'ers’ main
concerns scem (o be the
amount of misuse of a useful
communication system. Wyn
Hartlin, of the Acton Monitor-
ing Station admits a few
people north of town, are
causing problems but feels
with so many users "you're
bound to get a few™.

The Konitoring  Station
takes lranscripts and tries 1o
locate the trouble spots. All
reports of regulation
breaches are sent 0 lhe
branch of ¥Federal Communi-
cations concerned. Local ones
go to Kitchener.

Mr. Young of the Kitchener
hranch said they lry to visil
anyone having trouble and
apprise them of the image
they're presenting lo other
users. He says that's all it
lakes but warnings sont by
registered letter are sent to
persislenl  abusers. Therse
arce followed by more drastic
measures but 99 per cent of
misusers only need a warn-

ing, snys Young.

With CB sales climbing out
of sight and license offices
swamped with applications,
no-one foresees the saturation
point, Already the 23 channel
radios arc obsolele, having
become too crowded. Socon the
new 40 channe sets won't be
enough. What then?

Well, this CBer isn't too
worried, 21 channels are
enough for her to monitor,

In the meantime, | hear a
good buddy calling over our
base set so this is Tubby Cat
suying "happy wheeling and
signing off.

DO YOU WANT
ACTION for ACTON?

Vote

cor0 DAWE

for
REGIONAL COUNCILLOR

WARD 1 (ACTON)

LIVE and COOKED

LOBSTERS

AIR FLOWN WEEKLY

$3 -95 LB, -'

ALSO AVAILABLE
eShrimp o Ovysters eKing Crab Legs

# December Quantity Orders 5% Discount *

COUNTRY FARE MARKET

% Mila North of 401 on Geargatown Cut Off {Tratalgar Rd.}

853-3401 ® Open Fri, & Sat. 12E @ B77.9456

and [ don’t have 3

name yet. Depasi'f
your svagestion at
Tacké o g5 and be

eligqible

fora $10.

qift cerfificete.
GuLLPn ST PLALA

GEORE YOW,

128 Guelph St., Hwy. No. 7, Georgetown 877 -1818
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A man w

There’s a lot to be said for

re-electing

Tom

A full-time Mayor

Who regards the office as a solemn
commitment to the community.

f
Vote Tom Hill for

Hill

“as Mayor

ith common sense

He knows the answers.

A man of compassion

He listens and he cares for people.

A man with foresight

'He knows how the Town should. grow and can grow.

l'—"Dec- 6“‘

If you would like to meet Tom Hill or work In his behalf

phone 877-3321
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