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Halton Development Centre

Impossible is a word seldom used at
Halton Development Centre.

“Il a program doesn't work sor a child,
it's not frustrating,”" said Lawrence
Smuckler, the direclor of the centre. “It's a
challenge to find a program that will worlk
for the child.™

HDC is a centre [or severely retarded and
mulliple-handicapped children between the
ages of five and 18, in quarters at the Drury
School in Milton.

The HDC serves Halton Region and is
funded by the Provincial Ministry of Com-
munity and Social Services, It is operated
jointly by the North Halton, Qakvilie, and
Burlington and District Associations for the
Mentally Relarded.

' Different R's

It's a place where students who don't fit
in with the regular training programs for
the mentally retarded learn self-help skills,
speech development, conceptual develop-
ment, gross motor development and toilet
training.

“When mosl people talk about the Three
R's they mean reading, ‘riting and 'rith-
metic,”” Mr. Smuckler said, “*but here we
mean leilet training, dressing and gross
motor development.’

Gross motor development is the profes-
sional term for developing muscular
strength. At HDC this involves teaching
students how to stand up, sit dewn and
walk.

When the centre opened in April this
year, Mike, a little blond youngsicr,

- couldn’t walk a step. Today he can walk on
“his own. It's a slow, awkward looking watk

which would probably cause a few stares an
Main St., but it's a walk,
Can't talk, walk

Some of the other studenis haven't vel
learned to walk and some may never learn.
Most of the students can't even talk.

DPianne Young, a language teacher at the
centre, said only about three of the 21
students can talk. Others make sounds
which ore sometimes similar to words,
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“Some don't need to talk,” she said.
“They can communicate with body lang-
uage and get along without having to talk.”

One of the hardest lasks is teaching the

students to use the toilet. Mr. Smuckler said
their aim is to get the students to the point
where they can pujil their pants up and doewn
and go on their own steam, but he says
they're happy when a student just realizes
the purpos

e of a toilet.
“Some of the kids have no concept of

what a toilet is used for,”” he said.

{.earns more

For some students, Lhe centre uses an in-
lensive tratning toilet program. For two
weeks one teacher lakes a student, spen-
ding extra time teaching him what the toilet
is used for.

“A languoge teacher just went through
the program with one of our students,” Mr.
Smuckler said. “While this happened the
other children’s language exercises suf-
fered. But after two weeks, not only could

- the student go to the toilet but his language

development bhad improved too.”

“Some people think the teaching is
simpler if the child's level of intelligence is
simpler,' said Mr, Smuckler, “but actually
the level of sophistication in teaching has to
go up, the more severe the mental retarda-
tion.”

21 steps

As an ecxample, he said with normal
children you can point at a red object and
say, “That's red,” and the child will under-
stand. Al the centre they'll use a pains-
1aking 21 step program just {o teach the
child the concepl of red.

Hardly any program or exercise can be
taken just at its foce value,

In on¢ room a boy about 0 years is
hopping in and out of hula-hoops on the
floor, while his instructor and walunteer
helper wateh him. To an observer, it would
appear this is just a simple co-ordination
exercise, Actually the teacher is working on
three different areas with the child,

The exercise works not only on rmuscular
eo-ordination, bul with teaching him the

Contest

If you have litte children,
don't miss the Free Press
Christmas coloring contest.

Downtown

bungalow, on 2

a1 C
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GEORGETOWN AREA -OPEN HOUSE
' SUNDAY DEC.52-4P.M.

Beautiful three bedroom brick and cut stone ranch
acre on Guelph Street, Glen

contest

Big posters and a $100 prize
for guessing the time of
comptelion of paving are en-
couraging people to sho
tdowntown. -

Accident

A car belonging to L and 1,
IFord was struck in the garage
parking lot Thursday. The
other vehicle left the scene,
after causing estimated $200
damage.

concepl of ““in’" and *'out”™ as well as getting
him to tlo something when you want him to.
CGlve rewards

Getling the studenls motivated to do
something is the hardest part of teaching
them, according to Mr. Smuckler,

“Playing with blocks might be fun for the
child," he said, *'but the child doesn't know
it, so he won't try it.”

Mr. Smuckler said the way to gel around

this is to reward them with something like
candy. '

“Ryentually, the candy is faded put when
the activity becomes more interesting than
the reward,” he said. ,

The strength of the instruction at HDC
rdits on its volunleers.

“The teacher gives the instruction and i
is the duty of the velunteer Lo carry out
those instructions to the best of the child's
ability,” Mr. Smuckler said.

For cvery three children attending the
centre the staff is allowed one instructor,
bui with the addition of wvolunteer staff
members the ratio of children to staff is one
tu onv.

(e over
Currently the centre has eight teachers

i

LARRY SMUCKLER, director of th

and 21 studenis. It can handle up to 30
sludents.

“The government knows we're gpe
teacher over our linit, but | don't think
they'll take the teacher uway from us,"” Mr.
Smuckler laughed.

Alung with the Instructors, HDC has
around 80 volunteers of which he said 90 per
cent come once every two wecks,

“We always need new volunteers” he
said.

Although he would prefer volunteers 1o
come more than once every other week,
Myr. Smuckler andmits it does have ad-
vantages.

“The child can learn to generalize his be-
havior with different people.’ he said.
“With different people working with him,
there is less dependence on one person.
Since our teachers are specialists, the child
interacts with several different teachers.™
‘ Tantrums

There are several disadvantages (o the
changing laces of volunteers! :

“Say a child has a behavior priblem like
temper tantrums which we want te elimin-
ate,” Mr. Smuckler said. "“The way these
are maintained is by respending to them
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e Halton Development Centre helps

one of the children with his painting exercise in the craft room.

everely retarded, handicapped train

and giving the child attention when he
throws a tantrum," ;

"“We'll all sit down and decide to ignore
him when he throws a tantrum. But when &
new volunteer comes in and responds to the
tantrum, it's enpugh lo sabotage the pri-
gram,"” Mr. Smuckler said.

“¥ou could compare it to a payoff with a
slet-machine," he sald. "It only pays off
about once every 50 times, but that's
enough to keep people doing it. Bad be-
havior doesn’t pay off every time, but it
only takes a few responses lo keep it

going.”
Wants co-ordinator

Co-ordinating the volunleers' timetables
is o problem the centre tries to cope with.

“We haven't got a fulltime volunteer co-
ordinator, which would be ideal,” he said.
“What we could use is sumeone to do the
out-house co-ordinating. They wouldn't
cven have o come to the centre. All they'd
huve to do is be by a phone and co-ordinate
iransportation for the volunteers and make
sure we have cnough each day. It really
throws us if someone cancels their day, be-
cause it usually means an individual's pro-
gram can't get done.”

A large number of the volunteers come
from the high schools, particulacly from
Acton, Burlington and Oakville. The centre
does cncourage parents of students to
volunleer their time, but Mr. Smuckler
says they don't pressure them,

“I leel they have enough to cope with at
home,” _

If 2 parent does volunteer, they don't
work with their own child,

1 Traln parents

“Sometimes it's the parent's own habits
whij::h we need to break,' he said, “and it's
casier to train a parent when they're not in-
volved with their own child.”

Mr. Smuckler also thought having the
paren! around limits the child's interaction
with others.

*Children behav::_ differently when their
parents are around,” he said. "“And more
often than nol it's worse."*

The HDC breaks the students into senior
znﬁ jun nlnrdg}-!?ups. These in turn are broken

own into different groups depending on
child's level of intnliigei:m:pe s

. Sultable levels

Alr. Smuckler said the teachers treat the
students in a way which corresponds with
thetr age level, even though their mental
age may be lower,

“I feel If you treat them at a lower level,
they'll accept lower levels of respon-
sibilities," he said. "“We Lry to find training
materials {for suitable age levels, but it's
difficult to find ones that aren't infantile."

Each child has an individua]l timetable
which includes six training period of 20
minutes ¢ach.

“‘We found if the pertods are much longer
the studenls can't mainiain their concen-
tration and if it's shorler the children are
just getting into Lhe exercises wnen the
class is over,” he cxplained.

In belween each period is a play time,
snack time, rest time, or lunch which

slretches school time out from 9 a.m. to 3
p.m.
Excuse to wash

Every lime period, even snack lime, has
its overall purpose for the development of
the student.

“Snack time gives us an excuse for the
¢hild te wash up,” he said. *'This way they
can relate eating to brushing their teeth and
washing their hands."”

[n the same respect he points to a small
wading pool which is used by several of the
smaller children. The older students use the
swimming pool al E. C. Drury.

The pool is used as a reward or during
play periods or Lo get the students interact.
ing with oenc another.

“If a child is withdrawn from the other
children, the pool usually helps to break the
ice," Mr. Smuckler said. :

It's also an excuse to get the kids un-
dressed.

“If you have them undressing for no
reason, they tend to undress for you when
you don't want them to,”” laughed Mr.
smuckler,

Daily evaluation charts are kept of each
child to show his progress in each program.
Mr. Smuckler said the programs are
arranged ina *'cookbook” slyle so they can
be supervised by anyone without special

background or experience.

“It's whal we call errorless training. It's
bard for the student to fail, so he exper-
iences lots of successes,”” he said.

Each new student is given a four week
assessment peried during which the stafl
determines al what leve] he can function in
different areas. Then they sit down with the
parent and organize a six month objective
in cach calegory.

The ultimate goal of the centre is to make
each child as independent and self-suf-

qfcifnt as possible.

Willlams. This cozy home features a floor to celling

fireplace with heat-o-later in large open living-dining

area, famlly sized kltchen with deluxe cupboards.
Master bedroom has ensuite washroom. Basement s
completely drywalled and has bright finished rec room
and fruit cetlar. A double garage, and patlo are two
more features of this home which could be yours for
Christmas, Come out now and choose your own
broadioom. '

ONLY ONE LEFT AT $58,900.00

Won't be here much longer at this price. Four bedroom
home on a ravine lot—featuring double garage, paved
driveway, main tloor laundry and washroom. Finlshed
basement rec room with walkout to patlo. Choloe of
broadioom throughout. Model home on Storey Drive,
Acton open on Saturday and Sunday 1-5. Just 10 miles
north of Hwy. 401 off Hwy, 25,

GEORGETOWN $80,000.00

Four bedroom Bungalow on a2 acre. This newly
decorated home has an exceptlonal view, A famlily
sited kitchen, finished rec room, games rocom and
walk-ouls Yo rear yard are among the teatures of this
well kept home on nicely landscaped lot located at end
of dead end street,

GEORGETOWN $69,900.00

Four bedroom 1-storey home=located In a subdivision
close to schools, churches and shopping. Beautifully
finished and carpeted rec room featuring gas
fireplace. Aluminum siding over wood siding Insures a
warm house this winter.

STARTER HOMES IN ACTON

Alow down payment can put you In your own home for
Christmas. Endunit in a block of only 3, with a finished
rec room. 83 per cent First Mortgage. Vendor will
lake back a Second Maorigage at 12 per cent.

100 ACRE FARM IN ROCKWOOD AREA
' $200,000.00

Ahome for the most discriminating person. This brand
new 1,000 square foot home is situated at the end of a
iong driveway bordered by tall maple trees and new
fencing. The bank barn has been renovated and could
house horaas or cattle. Mostof the land [s workable and
|ust walting for a new owner with animals to roam
about.

2 ACRE WITH NEW HOME

.Four bedroom 2-storey home with 2,000 square feet of
living space. Double garage with cedar doors make
this home most attractive, located high on & hill with a
iantastic view. Main floor has a laundry room,
washroom wlth shower, family room with fireplace,
separate dining roam. S&cond floor has four bedrooms,
master bedroom has ensulte washroom. Cholce of
broadloom throughout. Conditional offers accepted,

Inquire about our trade-In plan. We would consider a
frade of your home, land, morigage or [ots.

ALTEO CONSTRUCTION LIMITED
103 Main Street North

_ Acton (519) 853-0190
Evenings and weekends Joyca DeCoste (418) 877-8147

DRASTIC REDUCTION
A 57 ACRE HORSE FARM

With a half mlle fralning track, excellent facilities in
all out butldings for standardbred Including an Inside
hook-up area ad|acent to the track. A comfortable 7
room home and all the acreage Is productive, Good
locatlon In Rockwood. Aaking $135,000.00,

1

NEW HOME ON APPROX. 1 ACRE

J bedroom sidespll? with oversized double garage, 2
walkouts, lamlily room with fireplace, 2 bathrooms and
much more. Excellent 1st morigage $48,000.00—1 mlle
from Acion off Hwy. 7. : '

~ INACTON

Onalot 150 1, deepinn ‘atlon close 1o schools, &
4 bedroom bungale Q\, “andyman wlth a paint
brush could do wom «~1th. Asking $38,800,

IN ROCKWOOD

Commerclal property with bullding permit for over
l?.ratmi.-.q. ft. plus 8 - 2 bedroom apartments. Excellent
ocatian.

anr Information on any of tha above please contact:

KAY MAXWELL
821-3230 or 853-0508

ROCKWOOD STARTER
$3.900. down, 4 bodiooms,
sidaspht, atached garago,
finishod "rac. room, close 1o
park and schonl. Mike an
oifor,

RESIDENTIAL LOT
Rockwond 517,900 Large
treas, fully spnaced, new homa
nre. b6 x 112,

COUNTRY HOME
$87.500. 13 actes noar Mahawk

Racoetrack, ranch  bungalow
1,700 sg. fr. wih all the
luxuries includmg  stong

fireplaco in tamily room, siream
and pondsite ate. Sull horse
lovers. Anxigus. Makn an alfor,

ATTENTION
YOUNG LOVERS
62,000 down. 527900 full
prica, 2 bodroom starter home,
novwly  renovated insida  and
oul.  lmmadole pOssassion.

Why pay rant?

Call now ftor further mforma-
tion on any of the abova.

SUPREME REALTIES
LTD.

(519) 856.9572

prompted

HANDYMAN
SPECIAL

Good throp bedroombungalow
on lovely treed 77 x 132 lot.
Counity property 13 viluablo I__A
littla work on this one and with
s location just two milos weal
of Acton, you will have o little
honoy of o home tha value of
which will well vxcesd the
cutront paking prica of $40,900.
It's a buyer's morkot and things
are bound 1o chango. Think
abuut il Call Corol Robingon
8530923 or A24.2170 for ap-
pointment Lo vimrw,

J. J. GRUBER REAL
ESTATELTD.
REALTOR

‘Support for
Canadian firm

of nationalism
fHullen Region's
1*ublic Works Commitlee (o
choose a Canadian-made
molar over an American one,
even though it will cost an
extra $2,3H

The commitlee made that
decision ol s meeling
Wednesdday when it accepted
a low lepdder of Flomelric
Limited for the provision of a
42,060 Jow-lift-pump for the
Burlinglon Water FPurifica-
tion Plant expansion.

That {irm was low len-
derer, regardless of the
chaiee of motors—and con-
stiltants left that choice to the
commiltee. Commitiee action
needs council ratification,

' Buy Cenadian

Oankville Councillor Gord
Brown told the commiltee it
wias time for Canadians to
buy Conadian. He claimed
governments at different

. levels in Canadn would

A SRS

have to face the prospect of -

paying more for whal they
huy or paying oul more
money in unemployment or
peneral welfare. :

Committee Chairman Jack
Raftis didn't disagree with
Hrown's line of thinking, but
canceded that he usually took
the low price regardless of
where it was made.

The committee agreed to
suppoct the extra $2,300.

Two-car
accident

Cars driven by Mark
Ileerema, Georgetown, ond
RRaymuond Jackson, Bramp-
ton, were involved in a lwo-
cuar accident on Bower Ave.
on Nov. 27. The Heerema car
hud aboul $150 domage and
the Jockson car eslimated
$200 damuoge, according to
police.

~ WHY NOT LISTEN?
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When The Acton ffree Press
Carrier knocks on your door

Lend an ear for a minute or two.
You'll be glad you did!




