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Push button h

By Jennifer Barr

WHen you collect 24,000
eggs o day, you certainly
need an efficient method of
handling them. George Lind-
blad, an Eramesa chicken
rancher, has just moved
. thirty thousand hens into his
new super-deluxe, super-
modern egg  produclion
house.

The egg production
business is no new venture for
George whe has spent the
past 20 years building his
farm inlo one of the largest in
the area. The former director
of the Ontario Egg Marketing
Board has had as many as
60,000 hens laying at one time.

Faced with a need to update
his facilities, and a quota of
15,000 birds, George investi-
gated the allernatives,
coming up with a syslem
tried and tested extensively
in England.

The enormous 268" long
building housing 30,000 hens
was builk by Johnsion
Brothers of Hockwood.
Entirely automated, the
system is the epitome of cf-
ficiency, saving 16 - 20 man
hours in collection alone per
week. The cost per bird has
been significantly reduced in
this high density laying oper-
ation featuring four tiers of
- cages.

Four hybrid Leghorn birds
occupy each pen, laying eggs

that roll from the slanted -

floor onto a bell in fronl of
cachrow. When the butlons
are pushed for egg collection,

the belt moves the eggs to a -

special egg elevator placed at
the end of each tier. Finely
synchronized, the clevators
transport the eggs to & Cross
conveyor which supplies the
operator with a continuous
flow of eggs.

A special . vacuum  life,
manually operated, picks up
10 eggs at a lime for placing
in speetal sterilized plastic
trays. Carts' capable of
holding over five thousand
eggs. are filled with trays and
are (rundled into the slorage
room awaiting pickup by &
truck. Onlv the entire cart is
handled, minimizing break-
age.

Feeding is aiso cnlirely
automalted with special [eed
carls operated by sophis-
ticated time clocks dis-
pensing two Lypes of scientifi-
cally designed food. George
describes this as the latest
type of technology adaplions.

Formerly stored in liquid
manure  pils  requiring
frequent emptyings, the hen
wasles are now collected
automatically and stored in
the completely cement-lined
basement of the butlding.
Under extreme conditions the
ventilated storage. area is
capable of hoiding three lo
four years' worth of manure.
However, George explains,
his manure is recycled more
frequently as reguired.

This method eliminatles
ground pollution and ven-

tilation significantly reduces .

odors. The dry fertilizer is
meore casily spread on the
corn fields at a time when
odor and pollution can be kept
0 a minimum angd the
nutritive gualilies are at their
peak.

“This way, we control the
manure, the manure doesn't
dictate to us,” says George,
referring to the frequent mad
rush 1o pump out full reser-

"Sllil

voirs in earlier years,

Low pressure  Rickel
walerers ensure constant
water while time-controlied
lighting provides 18 hours a
day of “‘daylight”. A complhi-
ealed  ventilation  system
utilizing 30 wvariable speed
fans maintain the ipside

" temperature o within one

degree of 70 degrees at all
times in any part of the
building.

The old hen houses will be
used to grow the thousands of
replacement pullets needed.
The hens lay for 12 to 14
maonths before going 10 a soup
plant so new hens are
reguired every year-and-a-
half. Coe old building is stitl
in production, housing the
remaining five thousand
birds needed 10 make up
George’s quola,

Marketng board savior

George Lindblad feels the
cgg marketing board, by
cncouraging supply
management, has given egg
production business men the
confidence to invest in sound
business practices and there-
fore expect a fair return for
their dollar.

“The epg industry is now a
respectable industry,” says
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ROLLING INTO the

George, who states. that a
decent return on investment
was not possible until
national marketing came into
being.

Many egg farmers used to
iel their buildings run down,
according lo George, because
there was no opportunity to
allow for even depreciation
on the buildings.

Now the marketing system
is “worthy of the application
of sound business judgment,”
says Linblad who continues,
“Supply management has
given the indusiry respect-
ability and stability to
warrant investment of this
nature.”

“The potentinl efficiencics
for the applicalion of the
latest technologics ... have
made wus {(Canada) com-
petitive with U.S. cgg pro-
duction,” George explains.

When asked if the human

being doesn’t feel superfluous .

“NEW MF245

in this push button pland,
George's wife, Di, grins,
*Yeh, isn't it marvellous!"

Locking at the rows of
gleaming machinery, con-
veyors and switches on the
Lindblad farm, one cannot
help but wonder why we still
need the hen,
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pickup chute, e

S are

conveyed from the cages by automatic beit. The
operator is able to pick up 30 eggs at a time by
suction. Eggs are then placed in sterilized plastic

trays.

E{;}G ELEVATORS transport eggs from the
:glper levels of pens down to the cross conveyor
ere they travel to the collecting room for

pickup.
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Better Hybrids through
research. See your
Warwick See Com dealer
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GEORGE LINBLAD of Lindhill F‘arm;s, IE[‘HII'IHEIE, shows rows
gleaming cages holdi

super-modern egg production building.

TRACTOR

Look at this better 42 h.p.tractor buy:

o New, heavy duty swept-back front axie,

o New Hydrostatic steenng

e New less-fatiguing "ergonomic” pedal design.

e A tractor designed around the operalor.

- —gasy-reading gauges.
—easily reached controis,
—maximum visibility,

—all day comfort.

e A tractor in line with your needs.
—-Economical diesel or gasoline engine,
—full-range transmission speeds.
—with auxillary pump option: tull

© 19.5 gpm capacity hydraulics.

—and options that “customize” the M¥ 245
for your operations.

e And remember, it's a Massey Ferguson, meaning

—service and parts reliability through
our wide dealer network

"

if you haven't looked at Massey Ferguson,
You haven't looked enough

Milton Equipment Co. Ltd.

SALES x SERVICE »* RENTALS
3163 Steeles Ave., Milton _
878-2121 or 2122
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the 30,000 hens currently occupying his new

|CARPET CORNER

11 MAIN ST., NORTH — ACTON -
¢ §53-3620

Your Haadquarters in Halton Hills for:

* CARPETING * CUSHION FLOORING
% DRAPERIES » CERAMIC TILES

Marketing
board
saviour
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o FREE COFFEE, DONUTS AND
HOT BEANS o
e FREE HOURLY GIVE-AWAYS

e EXCITING SNOWMOBILE RACING FILM SHOWN HOURLY
N
First/ 1975 Winnjpeg to St. Pad 500 E

Edd Monsrad, devang a TX stock sled . crosses
Fagvsh fires Lo sl an the toughest "O007 ever run
Proslirss plavee) fivar a1 TOJ Te'n Proot of Potans
dependabahity in thee long run!
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The new 6 Palans Col
1S sy On the bodget all
the way round Costsless
t0 own  this tull-size
race-pped  snowmobile
ANG costs less to run with
*choice of 4 gas-stingy en-
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o Fey Ride.

Santa Claus arrives
this Saturday ot
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. MIITON MALL

Meet and greet him at 11 a.m.

Free Candy

Saint Nick will arrive on a vintage fire engine

supplied by the Milton Fire Department
Entertainment provided by Milton Brass

'Sanm will be in the MA s yntil Christmas

Monday through Friday 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. 7 p.m. to 9 p.m,
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. 1:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Santa’s Photographer will be with him overy evening and all day Saturday

giws 175¢e. 244ce, 250¢c
and J3cec IS swilt and
easy 1o handle Gels you
there and back with ease
and ¢ Conomy

GUARANTEED
CHRISTMAS
OELIVERY
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“SUPER COOLER
for only $9.95

- @UDGET PRICED

9999

+ Frep,
Freight
LESS THADE

TWO PIECE - 28
Fortrel e
Snowmobile
Suit

ONLY

$5995 &

{ with a test drive )

Mada by Bordan, thia 15 inch high, 3%
Ib. “Supar Cooler” |s an ideal carry-all
companion for aporns ovonts, picnics,
fishing, camping . ..anything you do
outdoors. Includes ten quarl insulated
compartment 10 koep hot things hot
.. .and cool things cold! And tha |id
is a comioriable viey.cushion seat!

2nd. Pruza

22 C. B. Aadioy;
142 Polans Sweaters

1at, Priza

BE SURE TO ENTER THE FREE

+ -
o nlaris
“PO0L DEAL” SWEEPSTAKES

4th, Prize 242 Polariz Mugs.
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THE RACER’'S EDGE

MILTON MALIs

Mitton's un‘h,r enclosed Shopping Area
Shop untit 9:30 p.m, Daily

oy rardays until 6:00 pam.
Shap in climate controlied gomiort
Acres and acrus of Froe Parking

32 BRONTE STREET,

| MILTON 878-4212




