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Oil spill emergency

. When a tanker trailer overturned
last week spilling 9,000 gallons of

. oill on the street, reaction was
prompt and appropriate. The speed
with which each department acted
was commendable, Within hours,
almost all the oil had been cleaned
from the Black Creek.

Police, firefighters and the
Ministry of the Environment
apparently all share the same con-
tingency plans which agree on the
correct methods to follow during
specific occurrences. Straw dams
in streams, for instance, are the

Feed the birds

Esther Taylor made an excellent

presentation to counctl this week,

explaining the plight of the birds on
Fairy Lake. The works committee

will surely now take the initiative

back into their own hands and

arrange for the birds to be housed,
fed and watered this winter.

We only hope the bird watcher’s
observation is correct and that the
numbers of birds is not increasing
greatly each year. Too many birds

standard practice for oil spills.
Halton Hills workmen rushed in

to help, building the dams and

sanding the oily roadway.

The spill was not terribly danger-
ous at it might have been, No. 2 oil
won't ignite as easily as gasoline.

But it is gratifying for our people
here to know that our firefighters,
police and workmen, with the

‘assistance of a representative of

the Department of the Environ-
ment, can cope most capably in the
event of such an emergency.

could result in water unclean for
swimming.

The buck has been passed from
hand to hand, in hope of finding an
expert on the subject who truly
knew the right course of action to
lake. Apparently the answer must
be found right here, not in some
official’s office. Esther Taylor is
showing council the right way. The
birds are a town responsibility.

Home-town businesses

Shopkeepers find the disruption
of the main street, just before the
Christmas season, ‘discouraging.
They are concerned about the
possible drop in business. Retail
outlets in general did not have a
good spring, and summer is never
the best time for profits. The pre-
_ (hristmas season is important to

the smal! business people who run
their independent businesses here.

Sure, the parking is poor, the
driving is difficult, the dirt is dirty.

But how about a little effort and
consideration for these home-town
people, who make their living
here?

Part of our community

There will be more policing in
town from now on, and more of it on
foot, hopefully. Halton Regional
police chief has assured councilior
G. W. McKenzie specific concerns
and complaints will be looked
after, and that his men want todo a
good professional job here as in ali
of the county. |

A discontent, perhaps vaguely
felt, expressed itself in different
ways. Councillor McKenzie under-
took to get to the bottom of some of
the statements and he went to the
police commission to ask “why’"?

The people of Acton do not yet
seem to feel free and friendly with
the regional police. Only one of
them lives in town. Some come
" each day from as far as Mississ-
auga to work a shift in Acton. There
are changes in personnel,

How many people could name
their own police officers?
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These men are assigned to Acton
to work with us, to share in our
community. They uphold the laws
passed by our elected people, They
are doing the will of the general

public in maintaining law and

order.

They haven't had the best of
putlic relations since they came
over a year ago.

Of course they aren't mind
readers. They must be informed of
problems.

Perhaps it would be a good idea if
they could get to know more Acton
people who are not in need of police
services, too, There are many of
them.

Compared to other towns, our
crime rate is not bad. (A couple of
very serious incidents, such as
murders, which put us in the daily
newspapers, are unusual.)

Acton is a good place to live, and
our police are an integral part of it.

Policing will imp rove

Acton, Ontario,
Ocl, 29, 1976,

Editor,
- Aclon Free Press.

With your permission’ I will take the
liberty lo respond to some matters that
have local concern,

Hegional Police -

Since this concern came lo my attention
at a recent Chamber of Commerce meeling
many hours have been spent in an atlempt
toresolve il. Supt. Schwaniz of Division One
spent an afternoon with me in Acton talking
to local citizens, | have talked with the
chalrman of the Police Commission, visited
local offices, and talked to many people
before I placed their concerns in wriling to
the Commission and attended a meeling
last Thursday in Oakville,

During the discussion with the Police
Commission and Chief Skerrell reference
was made to Lhe transfer of Stall-Sergeant

Ward, the re-organization of Disirict 1, the

local office left withouw! a sergeant in
charge, slall lransfers, public relations,
communlicalions, cltizen responsibilities,
and the effect all these matters have on Lhe
constable serving the public.
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The Police Chief and the Commission
recognized that the citizens of this area had
reasons for concern in some areas and
outlined to me whi! would be done im-

~mediately to improve the situption, We

have & Palice Force with an excellent
repulation and as local cilizens we have &
responsibility to help them. In future I
would ask that local citizens, who have o
problem (or the police, contact by telephone
ur visit Sergeant Hilton in the Acton office
and ask for his co-gperation. Lel us unite
behind him and his men tb uphold the good
name of the community. :
I will be reviewing the situpation from
time to time to assess our progress. To help
you become more familiar with the police
organization Halton is divided into three
districts Ouakville, Burlington and North
Halton. The chairman of the Police Com-
mission i3 Mr. Glenn  Mugnuson,
Georgetown, Ontario; Police Chiel, Chief
Skerrett; District 1, Supt. Schwantz
(Millen,  Georgetown, Acton  ond
surrounding area); Acton Office; Sgt.
Hilton.
Any citizen In Halton wishing to contact
the police dials: 878-5511.
- G.W,"Pat” McKenzle
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An English poet (Browning?), asked a
rhetorical question years ago: "What 5 S0
rare as a-day in June? The obvious an-
swer 15 U Nothing.™

Mayhe so, A day in June in England on
which it 15 not raining is o rare thing in-
deed, and something quite fine. The world
1s green and soft and effulgent with the
stghts and scents of MNowers.

But the sentiment haso't much meaning
to a ‘Canadian. A day in June usually
means a bl wave and mosquitoes. Sogpy
armpils and an irritating whine in the
hearovm.

Making much more sense to a Canadian

. would be: “"Whal is so rare as a day in

October?' | don't know about you, hut for
me, there is nothing on God's good earth to
equal a golden October day, when the air is
as clear as the thoughts of a saint, the land
lies fallow, and the wild, free honk of the
gonse sends the chills-up the spine.

In the West, the poplars shimmer wilh
their burden of gold coins, 1n the East, the
Master JPainter has got drunk and s
slashing unbelievable colors across he
landscape.

Alother Nature has delivered the frust of
her warnly, and is sUll feminine, lving back
and suckling bher children, spent hut
resting. She has nol yet done her trap-
sveslile bil and changed into the clothes of
Old AMan Winter, quite another kettle of
fish,

(n the goll course, the turf is still green
and springy, ind it's almost a pleasure 1o
lose a ball in & heap of fallen leaves.

Onthe hay, the waler is a blee so intense
that it shouts back in mockery to the deep,
calm blue of the sky.

Around the pot-holes and sloughs, {here
15 the tense thumping of the heart as the:

Sugar and Spice
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ducks head in 1o land, or take off with a
suddeness, in morning, (hat makes the
adrenalin puinp.,

On the rivers, wrapped like Eskimoes,
the anglers tease for that Jast, lurking
rainbow trout that will go ten pounds.

There 15 thump of teather on leather as
Ihe foothall heads for a climax And there
I5 Lhe headlines of track meets, where the
young push every sinew to jump farther.
run fasier.

There is the ritual raking of the leaves,
and the jumping in the leal-piles by the
little folk. And, if your town hasn't passed
a4 stupid by-law against the burning of
leaves, there is the sheer joy of that,

l.et me hesitate & moment there, The
hurning of the leaves is just as symbalic as
the planting of the first seeds and bulbs in
the spring. It should be a time for neigh-
bors 1o be out, chatting quietly and raking
the flaming bils back onte the pile. A time
for children to stay up late and poke the
bonfire with sticks. [t should be a time for
incantations, We are cremating our
beloved, with tenderness and regret, but
without sadness. We know Lhey will live
apiin.

Maybe that's what October is ul) aboul
ILis a time of dying, when life flares up in
all its splendour, briefly but brightly,
before going quietly and with dignity, lo
the grave.

Sometimes  all  these things come
logether on a Canadian Thanksgiving,
with the yellow sun fillering through the
wilid ecslasy of the maples, and the water
and sky so blue it harts, and I'll give yvou a
glimpse of glory.

Come in from golf, or fishing, or hunting,
ar just walking, into the ineredible smell of
roasting turkey, and you've had a glimpse
of paradise.

by bill smiley

Draw me up to a blazing lire of nak logs,
and Lhe bite of a good rye, and the women
making gravy in the kitchen, and the
grandchildren climbing all over me, and o
discussion of those other turkeys, the
Toronto Argonauts, and T wouldn't trade
plitces with the Shah of tran, the Queen of
Fngland, or the Pope.

IUs then | have my persunal ‘Thanks-
giving, I's a long time to be married to a
strange woman, but we're still together.
My grandbabb ies are as bright as but-
terflies. My daughter has her head sorted
out, and is tough and self-reliant. And quite
beautiful, despite the new toughness.

There 1s food in the house. There is vil in
the tank, even though we may be feeding
the furniture into the fire in ten vears. My
arthritis is oniy ten per cent worse than
last year.

I have some good friends. 1 like my
work. My leeth are getling ropy but my
hearing and sight are excellent. My
morals seem to be in the same old shape,
niH good, inl so-50, no worse. '
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| don’t have any greal aspirations that
are unfilled. in fact, 1 don’t have any great
aspiraions,  which fael considerahly
annovs those who think 1 stould

I'm sorry. This sound completely
hedonistic. And it is. I've paid my dues in
suffering and frusiraption. P'd like to sit
back and watch my belly grow twhich il
won't), and tell my grandsons tatl lales,
and chuckle at the absurdity of the human
race. :

Maybe next week I'll be on the bar-
ricades with Women's Lib or Labour or the
AlB or food parcels to white Rhodesians.
Bul this week, I'm just en my Thankful
kick.

/'

Each November over ten million
poppies bloom in Canada, Doiting the lapels
of hall of Canada’s population, this symbol
of remembrance makes Its annual
?ﬁmmn:e as it has done each year since

Although everybody knows what the

gan; or how the poppy became so closely
f:&uiatcd with remembrance of the war
The association was certainly not new
when the poppy was adopted in Canada 1n
1821. At least a hundred and ten years
before thal time, a correspondent wrote of

huw thickly popples grew aver the graves of
of the dead. Hewns 5 o

emic War and {is campaigns in Flanders.

Bul a Canadian medical officer was
chiefly responsible for this association,
more 80 than any other stngle know factor.

John McCrac was o tall, boyish 43-year-
oid member of the Canadian Medical Corps
from Guelph, Ontario. An artillery veteran
of the Boer War, he had the eyve of a gunner,
ihe hand of o surgeon, and the soul of o poel
whenhe went into the line at Ypres on April
22 1915,

That was the afternoon the enemy first
used poison gas.

- The firsl aitack falled. So did the next
and the next. For 17 days and nights the
allles repulsed wave after wave of
attackers,

[eppy means, nobody is certain of how itall

peaking of the Nopolk

The story of the poppy
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During this period, McCrae wrole: “‘One
can see the dead lying there on the front
field. And in places where the enemy threw
in'an aitack, they lie very thick on the
slopes of the German trenches.”

Working [rom o dressing station on the
bank of the Yser Canal,. Lt.-Cal. McCrae

dressed hundred of wounded, never taking -

off his clothes for the entire 17 days.
Sometimes the dead or wounded actually
rotlied down the bank from above into his
dugout. Sometimes, while awaliting the
arrival of batches of wounded, he would
watch the men at work in the burial plots
which were quickly filling up.

Then McCrae and his unit were relieved.
“We are weary in body and wearier in
mind. The general impression In my mind
is one of a nightmare,” he wrote home.

But McCrae came out of Ypres with 13
lines scrawled on a scrap of paper. The
lines were a poem which started: “In
Flanders fields the poppies blow, . ."”.

These were the lines which are
enshrined in the hearts of all soldlers who
heard in them thelr innermtost thoughts,
McCrae was thelr volce. The poem
circulated as 'n folk song circulates, by
living word of mouth. Men learned it with
their hearts.

In the United States, the poem Inspired
the American Leglon to adopt the poppy as
the symbol of Remémbrance.

In Canada, the poppy was officially

\

adopted by the Great War Veterans
Association in 1921 on-the suggestion of a
Mrs. E. Guerin of France. But there is little
doubl thal the impact of McCrae's poem
ifluenced this decision.

The poem speaks of Flanders fields. Bul
the subject {s universal: the fear of the dead
that they will be fogotlen, thal their death
will have been in vain

The spirit of true Remembrance, as
symbolized by the poppy, must be our
eternal answer which belica those fears.

L

“IN FLANDERS FIELDS"

InFlanders fields the poppies blow

Between the crosses, row on row,

Thal mark our place; and in the sky

The larks, still bravely singing, fly

Scarce heard amid the guns below.

We are the Dead, Short days ago

We lived, (eit down, saw sunset glow,

Loved, and were loved, and now we lie
In Flanders fields

Take up our quarrel wilth the foe:

To you from falling hands we throw

The lorch; be vours to hold it high.

If ye break faith with us who die

We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
In Flanders fields.

John MeCrae

-
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The Free Press
Back Issues

20 years ago

Taken from the issue of the Free Press
of Thursday, November 8, 1858

Future commercial growth here must
incorporatle off-street parking, just as
Acton's present commereial area must find
off-street parking. This is one of the salient
assertions put to Chamber of Commerce
members Monday ecvening when town
planner P.A. Deacon addressed the
season’s f[irst general meeting of the .
Chamber membership, At the same
meellng, members later named Frank
Terry to preside next year. He succeeds
president J. Goy.

Bruce Andrews brought a traphy home
from a race meet in Toronto Saturday. He
finished third in a two mile road race there,
adding to his laurels, There were 28 entries.

Mrs. Norm Robertson of Acton just
received word from Milton Fair that she
has won the Simpsons Speclal for the most
points in ladies’ work in the Hall, $7 special
for mos! poinls in baking and Christie's
special for the most points in hams and
jellies, .

With a 19 per cent coupon, Darinka
Maroll won $27.50 in the Appreciation Draw
by the-post office last Saturday afternoon.
Hunrlmer-;s.g:- was Er& Beerman, who took the
regular $5 prize. Next week's Jack pot is
v Jack potis up

Friends here were relieved to learn that
Dr. Paul Beer was able to leave strife-torn
Budapest in a privatecar laat week.

50 years ago

Taken (rom Lhe issue of the Free Press
of Thursday, Octoher, 24, 1928,

Acton Municpal Council adopted a
rather distinctive crest for use in public
documents, correspondence papers and
corporation announcements. The follow
resolution was passed unanimously by the
Councii: Hesolved that the thanks and
appreciation of the Council be and are here-
by extended to Mr. H.P. Moore for his
presentation to the Council of the specially
designed crest and coat of arms of Actlon,
and engravings of same, which places
Acten in the unique position of having an
individually designed and registered crest.

Sir Harry Brittain, who prepared the
English Acton's crest, suggested ils
adoption by our Council, but changing the
vak teaves which support the design of the
crest for Canadian maple leaves,

A mock Parliament was organized by
the Young People’s League of the United
Church al their meeting on Monday night,
Frank Coock was elected as Premier. The
legislature will be composed of Govern-
ment members, O ition and Progr-
ssives. The members of the league are
looking forward to a mumber of interesting
sessipns of the Parliament during the
winter.

100 years ago

Taken from the issue of the Free Presy,
Thursday, November 2. 1576.

Couneil met Thursday evening and

passed the following accounts: '
Alex MeNab $2.50 for cutting thistles; Thos:
Campbell $2.20 for lodging and feeding
tramps on the order of the reeve; S. Zim-
merman $292.25 {or grading streets and
making sidewalks. No other business was
done. '

For a number of years past a fleshy
tumor has been growing on the hip of Mr.
John M. Sprowl who resides on the 2nd line
of Esquesing, and it became so cumber-
some that he finally resolved to have it cut
off. On Monday Urs, Freeman and Cosford
of Georgetown and Dr. McGarvin of Acton
proceeded o hus residence and decided Lo
proceed with the operition wilhout the use
of chloroform or olher narcotic. When cut.
off the lumor was found to weigh 42
pounds, measuring several inches in
length, Mr Sprowl, who is about 65 years of
age, umderwent the operation without o
murmur He was no doubt highly gratified
at being so successfully relieved of the
cumlersome prolrusion,

By an eversight, we omitied  last week
1o mentson that the jury had finally rend-
ered a verdicl in the Whiteside case. There
was no fresh evidence given, and there
being no reason for expecting any further
light to be thrown up on the mystery, the
coroncr announced to the jury that he was
prepared to close. Mr. Laidlaw on behalf of
the priscner. and Mr. Dewar, on behalfl of
the Crown, brieflv addressed the jury, alter
which thev retired, and tn about hall an

* hour returned with the following verdict:

silvercreek, Sepl. 30, 1876. We, the under-
signed jury, find a verdict that Robert
Whiteside came to his death on the night of
the 20th of August last, by viclence by some

person or persons unknown lo this jury.

NDavid Cook, Foreman.
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