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Concerned with assessment —ag

The following letter, directed to Milton
Council, has been filed with this newspaper
for publication, since many rura! residents
will be concerned as is the author.

September 30th, 1976.

Re: The Reform of Property Taxation in
Onlario, commencing in 1978, based on
market value assessment and the effects
thereof to the rural residents of the
Regional Municipality of Halton, owning
land containing less than 25 acres,

Dear Sir:-

The following paragraphs are listed
alphabelically lor case of reference in
anticipation of your comments, (A) Present
local by-laws and zonings require rural
residents (o have “larger than normal"
amounts of land and residences. eg, -
minimum 350 foot [rontage, - minimum 2000
8q. [oot house area. This will surely resuit
in excessively high property taxes under
the new system. {B) Many of your rural
residents occupy land which became
available simply becouse it was not
suitable farm lond and subsequently was
severed and sold for residental purposes,
resulting in some fairly large residential
properties. There is no possibility of far-
ming these lands to qualify for land tax
assistance under the new laxation system,
(C) Many of these properties are lo-day
Iecated in green-bell areas or arens where
further severances are not permilted, due
to various by-laws and zonings ete. This will
prevent rural residents from reducing their
present land holdings in order lo reduce
Ltheir land taxes to a reasonable level under
the new taxation syslem. (D} Managed
F'orest Tax Reduction Programmes require
that the {orest portion comprises 25 acres or
more in order to qualify for a 50 per cent tax
reduction paid by the government. People
with 24 acres or less cannol qualify for this
tax reduction under the preseni or new tax

‘system. (E) Under the new "'‘market vajue™
system of Laxalion, il is probable that many
rural residents will bé unable to afford to
pay the anticipated drastic Jand tax in-
creases on lthese “larger than normat”
residential properties. (F) Excessive land
laxes with no tax assistance or alternatives
available would resull in many of your
present rural residents being forced lo sell
their entire holdings. Selling could be very
difficult as prospective buyers would not be
interested in  purchasing these large
properties due to the excessive land taxes

under the new system. (G) Market values
would then rapidly diminish, thereby af-
fecting the very basis of the new market
value taxation system, (H) With regard to
the aforementioned points, it is most im-
portant that consideration be given lo Lhe
many rural residents entrapped within this
particular set of circumstances. The end
result of any successful taxation system
must be realistic and fall within a person's
obility to pay. With these points in mind, the
following questions are listed numerically
to fascilitate co-ordination of your answers.
1. Due to your past minimum requirements
for rural residential land and housing, will
there be any consideration given to the fair
taxation of rural residents with 'larger
than normal'’ properties? If so, how? 2. Will
rural residents unable to qualily fer far-
ming or reforestration tax assistance be
allowed specia]l consideration to at leasi
allow severances of larger properties

resently “frozen' by green-bell areas or
ocal by-laws and zonings? 3, When can we
hope -to receive the results of your
“preliminary impact study’ of anlicipated
lox rales based on the new markel value
taxation system? 4. What would be your
estimated yearly total tax in dollars of an
average convenlional 2000 square (oot
home located on rural property with a
market value on the land of: (a} 50,0007,
{h} 75,0007, (c) 1000007, 5. How and by
whom will market values be determined lor
the new taxation system? 6. Market values
will surely fluctuate due to general
economic factors and the reactions caused
by the new tax reform, IL will be dilficult to
keep in step. Will market values be
determined every year? 7. Should market
values drop, would taxes drop accordingly?
8. What is being done lo co-ordinale the
Hallon regionat plan with the new properly
laxalion syslem in order o have a truly fair
and realistlc system?

Please distribute copies of this lelter to
all members of council for their reference
prior to your council meeting of October
18th, 1976.

Looking forward to meeting with you and
cbtaining your consideration and support
on our behalf, 1 remain.

Yours lruly,

J. R. Vassallo.

: P.0O. Box 146,
Campbellville Ont,
LOP 1B0

el - (519) §22-9527.

Garbage or children?

{Editaor’s Note—A copy of this letter,
addressed, to NDP leader Stephen Lewis
and Liberal leader Dr, Stuart Smith, was
filed with this newspaper for publication.
Honorable Sirs:

As a supporter of the Tremaine-Britannia
Citizens' Group in their opposition to site F
as a regional garbage dump, I welcome the
support you have offered our en-
vironmental concerns.

At the same time [ find your priorities in
selecting this cause as deserving of your
earnest atiention to be peculiar if not

perverse in view of your refusal lo provide

the slightest backing to the concerns of a
parent-ratepayer committee in Hallon In
their two-year quest to improve our public
education system. In fact you have both
been quoted in the press as ridiculing the
anguished concerns of a majority of
parents expressed in their behalf by the
Renaissance briefs to the Board and to Lhe
Minister of Education.

As a non-sectarian, nen-partisan citizens'

commitlee “*secking to exert the civilizing
public
education’, Renaissance has, at enormous
sacrifice to ils nearly
pleaded with the leaders of all parties in
Ontario, to consider the plight of the
majority of parents in Lhis regioen, {as
reflected in the results of an every-
houscholder opinion survey), who would
prefer lc have their children educated in
schools committed to Lhe Iraditional Judeo-
Christian educational philosophy, rather

than under the destruective influences of the -

permissive secularism dominant now in the
public schools.

Renaissance contends that in its 2'% year
intensive quest for improvement to the
public schools there are no problems en-
countered that would not be resolved by
allowing schools commilted to such
iradilional values lo compete on equal
economic terms with the secular aller-
natives which now have a government
moenopeoly in public education in Ontario.

Premier Davis and Education Minister
Wells have demonsirated a willingness to

Nielsen’s

YOUR HEADQUARTERS FOR

1,000 members,

consider the validity of the basic human
rights of these parents which are now being
grossly violated in the present system.
There are signs that the Davis government
is beginning lo respond to these concerns
and we are hopeful that Ontario parents
will be permitted alternatives in an open
educatlonnl system which Is compatible
with the characler of our pluralistic
sociely. '

As leaders of the opposition parties, your
studied avoidance of parental concerns in
education coupled with your enthusiasm for
the environmental issue raised by our
Tremaine-Britannia group suggests that in
your priorities, our garbage is more im-
porlant to you lhan our children!

Sincerely,

Ken Campbell
Renaissance Ontarjo
Box 100, Milton
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ROSEMARY AVENUE children are backing the newly arrived red and
which are appearing in town windows. Block
Parent applicants are holding a meeting in Robert Little School on Oc-
tober 26 starting at 7,30 p.m. Holding signs are, from the left: Janeen
Robinson, Brau Harkins, Matthew Fleet, David Harkins, Wendy Norton,
Gareth Marks, Nancy Norton, Steve Harkins, Heath Norton and Blake

white Block Parent si

Norton.

Booth runs for

regional post

Councillor Roy Booth offi.
cially announced his intention
to run for re-election to
council. He will seek the posi-
tion of regional councillor for
Ward Three.

Booth hns served as coun-
cillor for Ward Three for the
past three vyears, and
previously as counciltler for
Ward One in- Georgelown
prior 1o regional povernment.

During that time Booth was
vice chairman of the legis.
lation  commillee,  and
member of the consullling
cammitlee Lo form the Hegion
of Halton-— and chairman of
the general administration
and planning committee.

He is presentlly a council
representative on  George-
town FHospital DBeard, a
member «f the Georgetown
Chamber of Commerce, and
is a director of the Highland
Games Commillee,

Rooth is 4 member of
Georgetown Optimists Club,
and Royal Canadian Legion,
having served In the Hoyal
Canadian Navy in the carly
1950°s.

Booth is most concerned
about the formation of the
(fficial plans for the Town of
Halton Hills and the Region of
Halton, local lown planning,
revitnlization of the down.
town core area, and Hecre
ation, “with a capital K",
says Boolh.

Roy was not originally in
favar of regional pgovern-
ment. His [eelings now are
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“It’s here to stay and it's up
to us to make i1 work. We

need strong representation lo-

regional councd. There are
only four councillors and Lhe
mayor from Halton Hills, the
weight of numbers is in Oak-

ville and Burlinglon, sa it’s up

ty the people to send coun-
cillors who will make them-
selves heard, and who are
conversitnl with the plaaning
and legislation need of
Northern Halton'"

Booth believes that the last
three years have gone very
well al the local level, how-
ever, he thinks that improve-
menis should be made ot the
local level

“There 15 4 real fack of
communication helween the
regional levels and the people
whose laxes are paying the
shot, There are 100 many

" people at the region who have

no idea of the needs of the

northern portion of the region
hoth rural and urban™.

Hooth is very much opposed
to the building of the "*Million
dollar municipal employees
complex™, He soid he will
continue 1o be until such time
as il can be proven that the
housing of all the town's
department heads in one
building will be a benelit 1o
the town; the cost of such a
building can be justified by
increased efficiency and a
possible reduction of staff;
there will be no increase in
staff  which  usually ac-
companies any move by
exccutives inlo lavish more
spacious quarters: and the
costs will nol sericusly alter
the existing precarious struc-
lure,

Boolh resides in Ward
Three with his family and

owns and operales a family

business consisting of {wo
retail stores both in Ward
Thres:.

—Harness racing gels
underway at Mohawk, Camp-
bellville on Friday evening.

Youngsters in Halton Hills
could be trick or trealing on
October 30 instead of the
lraditional Oclober 31.

Hallon Hills Finance and
Personnel commiltee last
evening (Tuesday) recelved a
letter from the Hev. R. C.
Lohnes of Maple Ave. Baptist
Church, Georgetown,
requesting council to change
the date. He asked the com-
mittee to please observe Lhe

Lord's Day, and pointed out |

22227
voters In
town

There are 22,227 volers on
lhe new wvolers' list, for
Halton Hills compared lo a
previous total of 20,000 ac-
caording. to Doug Prilchard,
clerk administrator.

An advertisement  will
appear in local newspapers
on Oclober 20, with a posling
of the preliminary list of
volers and steps to be taken to
revise it, The final date for
revision, Mr. Pritchard said

" is November 20.

‘The lists will be posted in
the Clerk Administrator’s
office and a copy in each
polling subdivision.

—I1 was a fine f{all day for
Monday's Thanksgiving haoli-
day.

~ if council gives okay

the last time Hallowe'en fell
ona Sundny evening, the date
was changed.

Committee members
agreed with Rev, Lohnes'

letter and sent the request on
to council,

Grounds at Ontario Hydro's
Pickering generating station,
epst of Toronto, are being
developed to provide recrea-
tional areas for district resi-
dents. A storage compound
used during initial station
construction has been trans-
formed into a 28-acre hilly
parkland and material ex-
cavated during the present
expansion program is
plied inte a hill designed for
skiing.
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BOOTS
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(FOAMERLY ACTON SHOE)
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SPECIAL
“JUTE"

WINTER

BLANKETS

Reqgularly $26.95

5195

GUELPE STREET PLAZA

Introducing the greatest
aid to litter prevention since
the refillable pop bottie.

Remember the days when all
pop boltles were returnable and refillable?
Your Ontario Ministry of the Environment
wants lo bring those days back, because there
were a lot of advantages fo the refillables.

Their re-use saved energy and raw
materials involved in bottle manufacture. And,
more important, people returned refillable botiles.

So they didn't become the litter and garbage
disposal problem that throwaway boltles and
cans are causing toddy.

On October 1, 1976 a new law went
into eflect. It says that within six months, refail
vendors will be required lo stock and display in
refillable boitles any size, flavour and brand of solt

drink they offer in non-refillable boftles.

In other words they have 1o offer you a |
choice. [t also requires that relailers selling soft drinks in
refillable bottles must now accept and refund cash
deposiis of at least 10¢ on small sizes and 20¢ on large

gizes. And the amounls of these deposits must be shown

separately from the actual price of the pop.
Your Ministry of the Environment

Ministry i

GEORGETOWN 877-1610

OPEN MONDAY
70 SATURDAY

of the
Environment

Ontario

Hon. Georpe A, Kerr, Q.C., Minister
Everet! Bigps, Deputy Minister

thinks that a return 1o refiliable bottles

will save energy, help alleviate garbage
disposal problems, and reduce the number
of landfill siles. [t will be a step toward

a clecm, unlitiered Onlario.
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Frash
SMALL LINK

SAUSAGE

For Your Freezer

GROUND BEEF

10 1b, Freezer Pac
Maple Leaf Sliced 1 |b. Pkg.

SIDE BACON %1,59
LOVELL BROS.

MODERN MEAT MARKET
77 Mill St. E. 853-2240

95<.
'9.95

Don Mills, Gravenhurs!,
Keonera, Kangston,
London, North Bay, -
Oabville, Gwon Sound,
CHiowa, Pembroke,
Potorborough, Sarnia,
Sault Sie. Marie, Sloney
Creck, Sudbury,
Thunder Bay, Tamminn,
Wallemd and Windeor

ot by writing or phoning:
Environment Onlaria

135 5t. Clair Ave., West
Toronio, Ontaric M4V 1P5
Telephone: (416) 985-1658

intaci, relillable solt
drink containers which
you normaily handle.
This inlormation ia
coverod in a nolice
which must be dis-
played by soll drink
rolal vendors. Thoso
asigns toe provided by
the Ministry of lhe
Envirenment and are
availahle ot our offices
in these location::
Barrio, Bolloville,
Cambridge, Cornwall,

Notice to
Ontano
Retailers
Eflective Oclober |,
1976, you will be requuired
io occopt doposiin on
relillable saft drink con-
fcdnory of 10¢ on emall
sizos and 20¢ on largo
sizes. You will also be
rexpuined fo refund

doposils In these cmounls
on all reazonably clean,

DEPOSIT REFUND
FOR REFILLABLE
SOFT DRINK BOTTLES

Regulations of the Province of
Ontario under the Environmentsl!
Protection Act pravide thata
cash rafund of the full deposit
will b paid for up 10 48 Intact
and reascnably clean rolillable
cantainars in any 24.hour poriod
of a brand and flavaur of '
carbonated acit drink sold hara
In containars of the same size
within the preceding six months.

N—’

% JEANS x CORDS »* SHI_RTS




