With the prospect of a Business Improvement
District belng established in Acton, itseemed timely to

look at some of the town’s unique features that are too often
forgotien by eyes too accustomed toseeing them. Acton has Its
share of things that are seen only here. Sometimes, however
there Is a tendency to fail to appreclate that which is quite
familiar, so we set out to find and picture some of those things
which are speclfically Acton that are within a hop, step or j[ump
of the town’s core. They may be seen on this week’s edit-

orial page, page 4. There are many maore, but the few shown
indicate the town has a nucleus for improvement and for
enhancing. See this week's editorial page too for
cur comments on the planned Business

‘Accomplish nothing’

Improvement District.

Terry Mannell blasts
- Human Services

(hakville Councillor Terry
Mannell  blasted  Halton
Human Services Council for
failing to fulfill its mandate,
when Chairman Peler Marks
and several members of the
Human Services Council
atlended a meeling of Halton
Regional Council Wednesday.

They had atlended the
meeting to comment on the
successes and failures of the
Council over the past I
monihs.

After  the  presentation,
Conncillor Mannell said the
ysual polile response (o a
presentalion of this sort is 1o
thank the delegation and
congralulate them on the job
~ they've done, “but il 15 not
apprupriate in this case.”

] want to say | appreciate
the . individual efforts and
contributions, but I am dis-
appointed at the resull. You
haod a mandate and a clear
mandate, one that was
supporied by this council.

IHard for others

"“There have been dollars
spent with no good resulls.
This will mmake it difficult for
athers cisewhere lo have the
same opportunity.’

Mr. Mannell said the coun-
¢il had spent $70.000 aver the

past two yvears and all it had
to show for i1 was a few press
releases that slammed every-
onc—e¢xcept the  Hutman
Hesources Counetl ilself.

"You come here and your
only reques! is to lransfer
some funds, That's a tragedy.
It is an upportunity nissed,
I'm disappointed and 1 don't
feel that anything will be
accomplished by a transfer of
funds.”

Chairmen Marks told the
council that bis group could

PETER MARKS

CSC to impress
Region by raising
third of funds

The Enmmuniljr Services
Cenlre ({(CSC) aims at
enhancing its chances for

renewed Regional funding by -

presenting the top lier of local
government with a third of its
budget ahead of schedule,

“"Administration
commitiee al the Region will
be looking at how successful
this group will be at raising
money locally. If we're not
successiul it'd be difficult for
them to renew funding,' Pat
McKenzie told last Wednes-
day's CSC meeting in the Y
building. |

The meeting, chaired by
Gail Maliby, paased a $14,B75
budget and aired ideas on
how to make ilself better
known to schools and
churches in town. Haif the
CSC's 12-man board attended
the meeting.

First hand

The board decided to
canviss local and out of town
Irdustries and service cliubs
far funds. School principals
and the new vice-principals
plus clergy members will be
imvited for a first hand view of
the Centre's Mill Street office
and consulting room.

Peter Marks, who drew up

the budget, but missed the -

meeting said later that the
Reglon normally ente~‘sins
budgets in March. We would
'like to go in Jamiary or

=, =

February if we can raise 30
per cent of the budget, he
said.

The meeting started with
the pest of finance commiltee
chalrman open, bul Judy
McLin, CSC co-ordinalor
agreed to {ill the job tempor-
arily. -

In the mean time, Bill Coats
will be approached about tak-
ing on the task of heading up
the linance committee, chair-
man Maltby said.

Mrs. Maltby indicated
doubrt that the Region would
renew ils [unding. “'They

{Continucd on Page 2)

Loads of

Halton Hills works com-
millee declded Tuesday night
o put some more gravel on
Wallace Streel so the road
will be usabte.

The commiltee received
leiters from Paul Nielsen and
Councillor Pat McKenzie
signed by numerous Acton
businesses ond industries all
calllng for Wallace Streel to
be hrought up lo standard and
uscd as a truck roule,

Nielsen's letter noted over
100 vehicles are using lhe
road as it is now each day, He
suggested Lhere was enough

tralfic now to waoarrant im-
"""cl
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not affect co-ordination of
servicesin the region because
it did ny have a clear man-
dale [rom regional council.
He  acknowledged  under
questioning that the ‘group
had wnever asked Regional

Council for o more clear.

mandate during the two year
lerm.
Co-ordination

Halton's Director of Nurs-
ing Dorothy Craig teld the
council there is still a job of
co-ardination for someone to
do. There is a need for a body
lo relate 1o all of the social
serviges in Lhe region, she
said.

The  Human - Services
Council is suggesting thal il
be dishanded as a group but
operale under the Halton Dis-
trict Health Council as a sub-
commiltee of the council.

Former Human Services
Council Chairman Johkn Gra-
ham said the project was the
firsL of its kind in Canada and
had stirred a lol of interest,
He said the group had giver
impetus to the Uniled Way
houndary change.

He said the group had made
two major errors. “We kept
the press out and didn't
publicize what we did. Con-
sequently we had no public
support. Secondly, we did not
enlist the support of the policy
makers, and that was a mis-
iake,”’ he said.

Ask report

Na decision was made or
direction given during the
meeting but the matter was
referred to the region's ad-
niimnstration commiitee for
sludy and a recommendation,

The experiment basically
was aimed al eliminating
duplication and filling gops in
the social services {ield in the
region.

Mr. BMarks lold the council
that it wasn't unlil o Ir of
documenlation -had been
Rathered that the Human Ser-
vices Council realized i had
become another add-on body.

He admitted some of the
press releases sent oul con-
tained erroneous informalion
and “rankled a lot of
feathers.”

“I am sorry aboul that;"
Mr. Marks said.
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Approve $50,000
study of streams

A Toronlo Engineering
firm has won approval from
the Credit Valley Conserva-
tion Authorily for a $50.000
proposal designed to siudy
haozards and erosion conirol
on the Credit River,

Subject to approval by the
Minisiry of Natural
Hesourees, Totlen  Sims
Hubicki Associates will be
awarded the contract, not to
exceed $50,460. The study will
outline hazard areas anpd
sUggest erosion control teeh
niquds while mapping il and
construction boundaries.

Silver Creek and  Black
Creek orens will be included
it the ‘study, A projected
$7.135 of the total figure will

be spent on the Ef.ilvnr Creck
study and $6.285 is slated [or
Black Creek.

- $26,190
in permits

There wus 526,19 in bhuijd-
Ing permits issued in Acton
for the manth of Seplember
hy the Halton 1Hills® building
departmient.

They were: three residens
ol alterations  totalling
$1,190; one swimming pool at
2000: and une municipal—for
a new mausoleom in Flar-
view Cemetery valued af
$20,000,

Core subjec

(s tadjht

here: AHS principal

Onlario Eduecation Minister
Thomias Wells' announce:-
ment that a core of subjects

. must be taken by high school

students next year will mean
little change for ANS. princi-
pal Dean Fink says.

“In this school, because it’s
so small, we have a core of
subjects  that  he's tlhe
student) more or less obhged
o Lake”, BMr, Fink soid in an
interview. There are 676
students at AHS,

“The  only  significant
change for us is thal there'll
have to be records kept™, Mr.

ACTON CITIZEN OF the Year, Mrs. Isabel Watson listens intently to
tributes extended to her Friday evenin%)al a special banquet honoring
li

her for 50 years of service to the Acton

rary. A plague from the Acton

Chamber of Commerce was the first of the recognitions to be presented

to her.

_/illejand(_o Guereca
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Alejandro tAlex) Guereca
would rather sit and listen 1o
the people around him speak,
than di the talking himsell. It
isnot that Alex is shy, il is be-
cause he speaks no English,

The 18-year-old high school
student arcived: in Acton on
Saturday from Monterrey,
Mexico, an exchange student
with the International
Fellowship  Inc., Buffalo,
Spanish is the only language
he speaks, but is able to
communicale with others via
i-vear-old Ariel Leal. Aricl
and his family moved lo
Aclon [rom Toronto, and to
Toronio from Argentina.

High schogl teacher, Mrs.
Fova Samson, is also fluent in
Spanish and will help Alex in
every way she can,

Cansda different

Life in Canada, throogh
Alex's eyes is very different
to that of Mexico. He arrived
at his home for the next few
months with Mr. and Mrs.
Wellesley Jones and family
on Tidey Ave. in time for
Thankspgiving. The food was
very different. hul good.

The autumn colors ace also

. new 1o Alex, he spys through

his interpreter bul he was not
aware the teaves would fall
offl {he trees before winter.

gravel for Wallace St.

provements to the street.
Bypass

Councillor Ern Hyde noled
lhe committee has discussed
Wallace Street in the past and
considered making it a gravel

pass.

McKenzie's letter indicated
Minister of Transportation
and Communications James
Snow has sald there may be
provincial moancy available
for Wallace Streel recon-
struclion and the town should
apply for it right away.

McKenzle requested
cngineer Roberl Austln pre-
parc a report dealing with the

possibility of Wallace Streel
being used as a truck route
for the nexl works committee
meeting.

Austin teld the committee
plans for proper constritction
of Wallace Strect caoll for ac-
quisition of property in the
Mill Sireet-MacDonald
Boulevard and Main Street
areas. :

Plans siarted

He said the enginecring
plang for Wallace Street were
started lost fall but haven'l
been completed yel.

“"We could pul a few loads
of gravel on it and it would be

guite usable excepl for about
a month in the spring”™
Austin told the councillors,

He said he didn’t think
engineering plans could bhe
completed for early construe-
tion next year 50 o consulting
englreer should be hired to
finish it and deal with the big
problems like drainage and
inlersection design.

The commitiee decided it
will put enough gravel on the
road to make it passable.

Austin sold he would have
an engineering report en
Wallace Strect for the next
meeting.

Mexican student
here for languagej

He is looking forward lo
snow  coming, as in Men-
terrey, it only (alls one day a
year. Alex is Jooking forward
1o Jearning how to ski and
skate, He asked leacher Keith
lack, one of the men re-
spimsible for his being here,
when the snow was going o
come and how long it [asts.

'The datly routine hours are
also different to Alex. In
Mexleo, school classes last
[rom nine a.m. untit ¥ p.m.,
with classes starting in Alg-
ust and running through to
June.

Rreakfast  is  al  eight
n'elock, lunch at noen, bul
dinnper not unti) 7.30 or eight
p.m. There is usually o tea
hreak around five p.m. he
SOV,

Alex is enthusiastic aboul
learning the [nglish lang-
wage and Canadian customs,
He said he is unable lo go
home for Christmas because
of his contract with the Inter.
national  Fellowship  Inec.
However, he is looking for-
ward o o Canadion Christ-
mas and comparing it with
that of Mexico.

The student is also glad he
is lolally immersed in the
English lapguage. This way,
he says through Ariel, he
must learn the language in
order o communicale.

{Continued on Page 2)

Fink said. But he said thal the
bookkeeping would nol be
difficult. "It's easy to set up
adminisiration procedures to
sort these things oul”, he
said.

{(Jueen's Park

Starting next Seplember
grade 9 and 10 students will
be required to tlake wo
courses in English, mathem-
atics, Canadian history or
geography plus a science
course. Students will seleel
additional subjects to Hll oul
a slate of eight subjects, the
education minister said last
week at Queen's Park,

Mr. FFink said that the core
of subjects offered at AHS is
almost indentical o those
sullined by the education
minister as compulsory next
year, The alternalives 1o the
core are art, musie, French
and theatre arty, be said.

“In reality it makes little

|sabel
WOrk

Fifty years of service to the
Aclon library, and to the ress
dents of the 1own were recop-
nized Friday evening as ovor
L people attended A banquel
and  danee at  the Legion
honoring Acton’s Citizen ol
the Year for 1976, Mrs. Isabel
Watson.

Esther  Tavlor read o
speech giving Mrs, Walson's
history with the library. Her
story begun as o younp girl

- tnoving to Acton from Haol-
tltesnake point near Milton.
Lipon first moving here,
Isabel Elhatt purchased her
first librory card. Nol ioo
many years later she wenl o
work for the samoe institution
housed in the old municipal
huilding. Through the vears,
she saw many changes in the
tibrary world. A verbalim
copy of Miss Taylor's speech
van be found elsewhere in
today’s paper.

Friend recalls
Mrs. Stella Adamson a life-
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significant difference tg the
programs of 95 per cenl of the
kids in schoo!’, Mr. Fink
said,

All students take English
and Canadian studies and the
principal said that he's sure
that less than len studenis do
not take mathematics at
ALS, Virtually every siudent
lakes science, he added.

The minister's stalement in
the House included French
and Physical Education as
subjects which high schocl
principals would encourage
students 1o lake. The absence
of Phys-Ed. as a required
subjeet is viewed with regrel
by the Acton High Schocl
head.

“My one disappointment is
thut I see Physical Education
as o subject that should be
mandatery””, Mr. Fink said.

The thrust of the education
minister's policy change was

directed -at high schools, al-
though he traced revisions in
education policy to elemen-
lary schools. A 23-page docu-
meni—The Formative
Years—iniroduced changes
in public school curriculum
last year. Il strongly re-
siressed  the  basic  skills
represented by the three Rs—
reading, writing, arithmetic, .
grammatr, spelling and so

. on--and i1 also covered al) of

the other curriculum areas
that make for & well-rounded
and  well-prepared  child™,
Mr. Wells said.
*ublic schouols

Both public school princi-
pals in town weleomed Mr.
Wells”  statements.  ““The
batsies have never been oul in
this arca—in  elementary
schoals”, Itobert Lillle
principal Hazen Allen said. 1
concur with restoradion of a

(Continued on Page 11)

‘Watson
recognized

long friend of the Citizen of
the Year brought tears to
Mrs. Watson's eyes as she re-
called childhood davsof mud-
pies, and pranks played. Mrs,
Adamson herself was over-
come with emotion and had to
cut short her talk.

It was aonounced at the
banquet by library board
members that the board room
in the hasement of the library
would be renamed The [sabel
Walson Hoom in her honor
and a picture of the Citizen of
the Year placed there, It was
jokingly commented thal
even in Alrs. Watson's ab-
sense the children would be-
have just at the sight of the
picture.

(ther speakers were
Councillor Les Duby, on
behalf of the hospitalized
matyor of Halton Hills Tom
FIill, Julian Reed, member of
the provincial parliament,
who read a lelegram frem
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ALEJANDRO (ALEX) GUERECA, standi
student attending high school in Acton, spea
former Argentina resident now livinifn Acton
nsible for Alex being :
rs of the family with whom Alex is staying,

Premier William  Davis,
George Gray, president of the
(reorgetpwn  Chamber  of
Commerce,  and . various
members  of  the  Acton
Chamber of Commerce and
the Halton Hills  library
hoard.

several spoke of the im-
porfance of keeping Acton's
identity in  this lime of
regional government, some-
thing which is very imporiant
to Mrs. Watson,

Gilts presented
. Gifts, plaques, flowers and
teleprams from as far away
as  London, England were
showered upon Mrs. Watson
as she became the Acton
Citizen of the Year.

Last year's onored
eitizens were the officers of
the Acton detachment of the
(Ontario  Provineial Police,
Corporal Hob Arbour
represented the new
disbanded force, . Friday
evening.

on left, a visiting Mexican
to interputer Ariel Leal, a
and teacher Keith Black,
ere, Seated are Michelle and Lon




