There's hope for Canada

Therecent Canada Cupseries did
more than prove we have the best
hockey players in the world. It pro-
. vided the missing link this country
- needed to make us a country
- “Glorious and Free”, By the end of
~ the series, .Canadians were so
- proud of their homeland, they were
- happily singing the national an-
- them, something in the past
" regarded as silly or embarassing.

Besides the fact that we achieved
international respect in the hockey
world, the fans’ attitude at the end
of the final game may also have
shown the world we are good sports
when we win as well as lose. The

standing ovation given Vladmir.

Zdurilla, the Czech goalie for the
action-packed final game when
Team Canada squeaked through
with the all important win, showed

we recognize a-good athlete when

we see one, no matter what nation-
ality or team.

The unity in Canadians in the
fmal games against Russia and
then Czechoslovakia all across the
country showed there is hope for

this nation. When 87 per cent of the
populace is watching the game on
television, one could not help but
feel the national ties. Fans in the
audience in Toronto on Monday
night and in Montreal on Wednes-
day sang O Canada with emotion
and pride. It may take a long time
to get Canadians singing their
national anthern again, and fo get
them to be proud of their home-
land, but the seed is planted.

Probably by now most have
forgotten their pride of the past few
weeks, and it will take another
Canadian championship to set the
vocal cords in tune again. But, if we
did it once, we can do it again and
again. Maybe someday, we will be
as good at singing our anthem as
our neighbors are.

Perhaps it was because Team
Canada players came from all over
Canada, which tied the country

together, or the excitement of win-

ning. Whatever it was, it worked.
.We should be just as proud of the
fans as the actual players.

No sunshine, no crowds

The fairgrounds were packed
with people all day Saturday and
again all day Sunday and
attendance records fell again this
year.

Crowds and sunshine abounded
as happy crowds meandered
through the exhibits, watched the
many special events and shows and
enjoyed seeing the animals at close
quarters. |

But there were many hours at the
park when there was no sunshine.
No crowds. Np photographers.

Those were the many hours when
the men and women invelved in
producing a fair were working at
the grounds before and after the
regular hours of admission.

Thursday night, for instance,
people were still at weork in the hall
at 4 a.m, -

A gigantic task for Saturday
moming was the arranging for the
drying out of the sodden track. A
© sump purnp was speedily arranged

. for and the ground dragged. Then
came a packer with stone. By noon,
. when sun and breeze were assured,
the track was at last in decent
shape for the afternoon classes.

- The women in the hall who spent

hours setting up and decorating
then manned the hall for one
evening
of good cheer Sunday at 5 as the
exhibitors swarmed in to take out
their exhibits and their ribbons.

Some of those women even found
a few spare hours to enter baking
themselves!

The organization and pre-
planning was an enormous task.
The parade, listing of judges,
preparing of pens and ties,
allocating of space, building of
booths and showcases, decorating,
assigning, putting up chairs and
taking them down again for the
dance, listing, lighting, sound
systems, entry form writing. . . .all
those aspects that the contented
fairgoers never see, take many
man hours and woman hours of
these dedicated people.

Several men on the board of
directors took their holidays before
the fair, there was so much work to
be done. :
~ Itis to the president and board of
directors, genial secretary-
treasurer, ladies' and men's board
members and all their assistants
we say ‘“Thanks. . .you did a great

Mlil‘

Of this and that

Another name has been
suggested for the new middle
school to open here next fall in the
foomer high scheol. “The Dr.
Frank Qakes school’’ is the latest
suggestion.

Supporters signed sheets
favoring *‘McKenzie-Smith school”’
at the fair, and a previous
suggestion was the *W.H, Stewart
school,” recalling a principal of
-Many years ago.
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Water bills mailed from
Georgetown to Acton all had to be
corrected by hand this week, Under

“This bill may
writers

“Georgetown’ to
Thanks, girls.

be paid. .. the
changed
‘““*Acton’’.

laboriously

+ + o+
Anders Celsius developed a ther-

mometer which registered 100
degrees "in melting ice and 0
degrees in boiling water, Six years
after his death the scale was
inverted to read 0 degrees in ice

and 100 degrees in boiling water.

Don’t it sound simple? So how
come it doesn’t make sense, and
most people have to look at their
old Fahrenheit thermometers to
know what’s going on outside?

and two full days, still full .

WASHED OUT Friday, the midway ended up a huﬁe
success Saturday and Sunday. Rides for children and
adults operated at full tilt all day, making up for the

il b E ol
h ﬁ';- ._I\..!'ﬂ': i

&iscuuraging quiet here on Friday, when nothing was
heard but pelting rain. Midway organizers were well
Satlsi:md with their share of tﬁe V8

* profits.
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- In defense of agriculture

. P. Branch submils this letter to the
Untario Tax Heform Commission as a
[Letter to the Editor of the Free Press.

AuUgust 26, 1976
Chairman and Members,
Ontarie Tax Helorm Commission,
Bramplon, Ontario.

Thank you for the opportunity (o appear
befoure this hearing and to be granted the
privilege of speaking on my own behalf,
May [ say that the remarks [ am about (o
make are my own opinion, made as a resi-
dent and farm land owner with a 50 per cent
mterest in a farm property. My comments
should not be interpreted as being, in any
way, the views of others, and are made
without prejudice,

The property s located on Lots | and 2,
Concession 10, Town of Hallon Hills, Region

~of Hallon.

The property in gquestion comprises a ten
room house, [ocated in a tvpical rural
setling, approximately 120 acres of work-
able land with a cluster of five barns and
two drive sheds. The farming operation is
some filty head of beef cattle—cow - call 1o
{inishing—with an annual production of
aboul 30 head of cattie per yvear. In addition,
there is & sheep operation with o current
vperation of over 200 sheep. All feed is
raised on the home farm or on rented land.

I find myself in disagreement, coneerned
ond mystified by the proposal to apply a
market value to farm land. What is markel
value as applied to agricultural land? s it

‘realistic market value derived from the

ceonomics of any parlicular farming enter-
prise? I so, then individual farms wil] have
different assessments, depending on the
nafure of the operation.

I suggest that market value be removed
from the recommendation and substituted
by the term “productivity Value™, which
would more truly refiect the true worth of
the farm and the ability of the farmer to
pay the taxes in relation lo his lncome
scale.

I am skeptical that Lthe farm assess-
ment—whatever it may be called—will be
used hy other agencics to arrive al their
particular tax base—ohe example might be
capital gains.

Il sociely deems it advisable to continue
lo raise funding at the cxpense of agri-

cullure, either through direet taxes on land
and buildings, or through capilal gains or
capital taxing on death or relirement, then

- Lean see a disenchantment with society and

its leaders which would increase my view
that farming is no! worth the effort o
continue 0% a way of making a living.

We have availed ourselves of the farm
tax rebate sinee Us inception; the condi-
tinns under which it was paid seemed not
unreasonable.

However, having experienced the efforts
- of various agencies to freese farm land

permanently  into  agricullure,  without
cxeeptions and without consideration for
the farm owner's views and Lhe effects it
wollld have on his finapeial posdion, | am
opposed 1o having any ageney pay my
share of the municipal taxes beeause of pe-
ssible implications. This gives me a leeling,
reading between the lines, that the organi-
ration thitl pays my taxes places me under
some  form of obligation which  could
amaunt 1o & lien on my property. ;

I feel that pltacing the onus on the farmer
to repay the laxes plas interest should o
property which he has sold go out of farm-
ing, 1s most unfoir and unjust, Where else
does seciety impose a condition which may
be beyond the owner's control, and vet he
has to pay. Constderation and exceptions
must be made for forced sales due (o
health, age or cconomical considerations.

[ desire the right 1o continue (o pay my
own laxes without being forced to reject a
prant because | believe in freedom and
freedom of choice,

In general it is not the principle of the
Reform of Property Taxation and its legis-
lation that 1 am in disagreement with, it is
the conditions and its administration that
concerns me. It is the procedures that come
later to which I believe 1 and my elected
representative will have very little op-

poriunity to review before they become a
fact of life.

L&l me say—from my own personal
experience and observations— that it is my
concern that farming and its production of
foct! ind fibre has reached the epilome of
frustration for those engoaged wm aclively
working the land.

If Ontario farmers are to continue Lo
produce an abupndance of high quality
cheap food, at times below a realistic cost
ol production, then I feel greater concern
must be shown for the problems he laces—
in thhs case, laxation. _

Though no faull of the individual farmer,
the voice of agriculture is weak, his needs
arce misunderstoed, his feelings and desire
for f{reedom from controls are often
ignored, he is not kepl infoermed of changes
thal may afiect_him, and meetings lake
pluce at the worst possible time.

I believe that the simplest and most
casily administered system is to assess
farm tax on the productivily of the enler-
prise, through an income tax or business
tax rather than a fixed land and buildings
vajue tax base. This would be completely
fair to young and old, rich and poor, healthy
and sick farmers. In good production years
it would increase the taxes and form a
reserve, and in poor years give some relief
to the farmer by lowering his lax payment.

Unfortunately the agricultural problems,
of which taxation is just one, are shared by
four levels of governments, and several
hundred groups within governments, As
long as the farmer and:or his organi-
zations have to settle each issue with a
different agency and sub group, the issue of
agricullure will never be seltled. Agri-
cuiture in (ntario and Canada needs one
paticy and one agency.

&, P. Branch
1. K. No. 1,
Norval, Ont..

Sign indicates Acton

Dear Ediior:

Many people travelling toand from Acton
have noticed on highway 401 the signs in-
dicating the turn-off to highway 25 North to

i

End of summer, and it's piggy time in
maost of Canada. You know what I mean.
Don't tell me you haven’t laid a cob of corn,
glathered in bulter, across your face
recently.

For most of the year, in this northern
climate, we musl contenl ourselves with
produce grown either in greenhouses ar in
the States, and it's nbout as tasly as an old
rubber boot. :

Oh, it looks great on the supermarket
stands, Sock the sprinkler lo it several
times a dny, and the junk looks crisp and
fresh, But the celery tastes much like Lhe
lettuce, the turnips much like the potatoes,
the oranges, picked green, much like the
grapefruit. And those pale pink tomatoes,
in their neat cellophane packages, taste like
nothing at all

But for one gloricus, short burst,
Canadions can live like gourmets, gour-
mands, or glutlons, as they choose.

'First come those slim green onions, fresh
out of the soil. They are so crisp and zlngy
they don't even seem to be distant relatives
of the limp bunches we buy in the winter,

Then the trickle turns to a stream as the
baby potntocs appear, and the fat, juicy
strawberries, and ’ the mouthwatering
raspberrics a bit later, and right along, the
crunchy green and yellow beans, fresh-
plcked.

And then, perhaps the grealest lreasure
of them all, real tomatoes, plump and firm
and sun-kissed, with o flovor surely
designed by the gods themselves. They are
no more like that imported lrash than a
sexy kiss is llke & pat on the back,

Sugar énd Spice

Had [ the lalent, 1 would write an ode to
the lowly tomato. A friend of ours who has o
small farm brought a bagket of his beauties
around the other day. I put them in the
kitchen, went oul lo his truck lo chat for a
minute. Came back in and caught my wile
leaning over the kitchen sink, slobbering as
she wolfed them down, a tomale in one
hand, salt shaker in the other. I had to lock
her in the basement for a while, or she'd
have cleaned up the whole Basket.

And then, of course, there are the
cucumbers, so (resh they aimost snap back
at you when you bite inlo a slice,

Into August and Lhe piece de resistance—
car to ear sweel corn. }t musl be fresh-
picked, and not bojled too long. Lalher it
with butter, get your head down, nose out of
the way, and go fo it. :

My heart goes oul to those people whose
tecth are so worn down or so insecure that
they coan't eal corn off the cob, The only
thing worse would be to be impotent,

Some of my moest-treasured memories
are connected wilth corn. When 1 was a kid,
we used to steal {t, Over the fence into
somebody's garden, stuff the shirts with
corn, and back over the fence, hearts
pounding, wailing for the shout or the
shotgun. Then off to the sand-pit, build a
fire, and gorge. We didn't use a knife to

!

by bill smiley

spread the butler an. One of the gang would
have filched a pound of butter from the
fomily fridge. Put the butler in an emply
can, mell it over the fire, then just stick the
whole cob inte the can.

Another memory is of swiping corn from
our own gardens, and taking it down to the
“jungle” by the railway tracks, where the
hobos lived in summer, Then a royal feast,
lying back afterwards nnd choking over the
handrolled smokes the unemployed rail-
riders would give us kids.

As a skinny 13- year-old, 1 sel a family

record by going through 13 cobs of corn at o -

single silting. In those days, you didn't fool
around with corn, using it as a slde-dish,
along with cold meat, you had corn~until it
was coming out your cars. The only thing
that interfered with the eating was having
o come up for sir once in a while,

Before Lhis column gets too corny, ha ha,

let's get back to that cornucopla of suc-

culence the average Canadian can slurp

- through for a couple of ineffably dellrious

months of gluttony,

Right along with the corn come the
peaches, 1 just had three for breakfast,

. peeled, sliced, sugared and covered with |

. cream, My wife worked as a peach-plcker
when she was a student, and she has an

eagle eye for the best, firm, ripe, juice-
spirting.

And what is more delectable than a fresh,
ripe pear? You need a bib to eat Lhem, and |
_say “them” advisably. Anyone whoe eats
only one pear al a {ime is not a true
Canadinn. :

Plums. Buttered beels. Boiled new
potatoes. Butlernut squash. I you sece a few
siains on the paper as yvou read this, don’t
he alarmed. It is just drool,

You can loke your grapes and squash
them. You can take your bananas and stuff
them, Who needs meat?

Jusl sel me down at a table, preferably
the picnic lable in the backyard, with the
sun slanting in from the west, Then sel
before me a plate of new pelotoes, boiled in
their skins, and hull & dozen cobs of just-
shucked corn, and a pound of butter.

On a side plale, one ripe fomnto, cut in
thick slices, hall a young cucumber, cut in
thin slices, six or eight slim green onions,
the whole resting on a bed of that dark-
green letluce fresh from the garden. Sall
and pepper and a little vinegar within
reach,

Then stand well back. Or belier still, don
your sou’-wester, There is poing to be a lot
of juice flying.

Show me o dinner of Conada's [inest '

produce about the end of August, and 1
wouldn't trade it for the most exotic meal in
the most elegant restourant in Paris.

Even the mind slobbers a little, in
retraspect.

Haiten Hills. Many of Acton's citizens are
quite displeased due to the lack on con-
sideration to motorits travelling this route
for ihere is no indication as to whether
Acton is in this direction or not.

Granted, most people taking this route
are well aware of this fact, but what of
others? There have been quite a few cases
that we personally are aware of and cer-
tainly there would be more experiences
thant we have knowledge of, Was this due to

a lack of correet directions or a lack of

proper signs? :

Because we feel that it is more the fault of
missing signs than directions we have
{aken the law inte our own hands and put up

a sign indicating Acton on the 25 north Hal-

ton Hills sign on Westbound 401,

That's fine for westbound travellers but
we would like to make a request to the Min-
istry of Transportation and Commun-
icalions lo do likewise and conslruct a sign
ol thesame nalure for castbound molorists.

Yours sincerely
Names withheld

Smarties

Here's some smart origin.,
sayings . -

Peter Piper picked 8.81 litres of
pickled peppers.

A miss is as good as 1.609 kilo-

meters.
All wool! and 91.3 centimeters

wide. ; -

Beat him within 2.54 centimeters
of his life.

It hit me like 907 kilograms of
bricks.

+ + 4+ 4+ +

The mind is like the stomach—
it's not how much we put into it but
how much we digest that counts,

'‘Mr. Jas. Dunn, near Speyside.

The Free Press
Back lIssues _

2b yvears ago

Taken from the issue of the
Free Press Sepl. 27, 1956

J. M. McNabb, 41 Queen Street, Acton,
won a 1956 Ford Fairline Tudor at a garden
party in Bronte. The car was given by St
Domlinic's chureh.

Over 20 candidates were presented to the
Rt. Rev. W. E. Bagnall, D. D., for the laying
on of hands Sunday evening at St. Alban's
church. The Lord Bishhop of the diocese
gave the sermon during the Confirmatlon
service and later spoke to the confirmees at
the reception in the parish hall. Those who
were confirmed are George Ware, John
Leatherland, John Hinton, Terence Taylor,
George Harris, William Henry, Elaine
Bradley, Marjorie Jank, Pauline Lazenby,
Lesley Anne Duby, Betty Allanby, Arleen
Leib, Audrey Quee, Rose Marie Flatt,
Carole Barratt, Rona Hagget, Mr. and Mrs.
E. G. Tyler Jr., Mr. and Mrs. George Bar-
beau, Mr. Walter Cook, Mr. Hamilton Peal~
and Mr. John Rase,

Out-of-lown guests at the Duby-Johnson.
wedding in the First Baptist Church,
Guelph, were Mr. and Mrs. Leo Synnott,
Mr. and Mrs. AIf Duby, Mr. and Mrs. Leslie
Duby of Acton, Mr. and Mrs. J, Duby, Mr.'
and Mrs. E. Duby, Mr. and Mrs. Gordon
Cox, Mr. Leon Ayles of Rockwood.

50 years ago

Tajen front the issuc of the
Kree Press of Thursday, Sept. 16, 1926
The contractors commenced the work of
paving Main St. from the Canadian
Nalioral Eleciric Railway tracks o the
wntersection of the highway near the C, N.
R. crossing. It is expected the work will be
completed in about two or three weeks.
The first volume by .. M. Montgamery,
Mrs. (Rev.) McDaonald, since she and her
husband settled in Norval, appeared in the .
book stores last week. I is entitled The Blue
Castle and is a most readable love story.
The Meighen government was defeated
qusday and the Rt. Hon. Mackenzie King .
will ferm a new Liberal administration. In
Acton 464 voled for Anderson and 449 for.
Hampshire showing party sentiment is

 preily evenly divided.

school board was given permission by *.
council 1o use the small cammittee room at’-
the town hall for the present as an addi-
tional room for the school. The school board
was also given permission to use the shed at
the town hall to store their fyel,

An interesting session of Acton W.C.T.U.
will be held this evening. Mrs. H. Caldwell
of Limehouse will address the meeting at -
the home of Mrs. J. Symon.

The Beardmore and Co. tug of war team
won first place at the competitions at the
Exhibition. They were defeated by Mimico -
in the Dominion Day championship. The -
Beardmore team is composed of A. Mal- '
ozzl, J. Dorman, P. Taggart, J. Lambert, -
H. Thompson, Garfield McFadden, J.-
Scriven and A, Leitinen. The beautifu) cup -
and medals are on display in the window of -
Acton Co-operative store.

100 years ago

Taken from the issue of the -
Free Press of Thurs. Sept. 14, 1878 R
The Whiteside Murder. Mrs. Whiteside,.
the wife of the late Robert Whiteside, who
was arresled al the instance of Detectiva~
Murray. on the charge of murdering her-
husband, resulted in her Honorable,
acquiltal. The ground of her arrest was a_ -
sum of money hidden in the house but jt-
only amounted to $10 found in an old pocket
book in a lrunk.
Lasl Friday was observed as a gencral’
holiday in Aclon and a large number of our
people took advantage of the cheap excur-
sion to Torante and the Humber Bay, We!
learn that 285 tlickels were sold at Lhis stat-:
ion. The Lrip was a very enjoyable one, the
wealher being pleasant, and the company
agreeable, Some disappointment was ox-
pressed at the picnic grounds not being'
quite equal to the high anticipation that hed
been formed of it; nevertheless there was
nathing to complain of to mar {he pleasure’
of the “outing™. The hall hour’s ride on Lher
lake was pleasant enough lo put everybody-
in good humor and give them appetites for.
the lunch. Dancing, swinging and other
amusermnents, were indulged in during the
aftérnoon.
Six more sheep have been worried tol
denath by dogs, this time at the property of
The rale of assessment for Acton is only a'
fraction over one cent on the dollar for atl

purpaoses.
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