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Downtown improvement

The new and exciting proposal

for revitalizing Acton's downtown
core was welcomed by merchants
who attended the special meeting
in the fire hall last week. Some of
them said they just wished they
had known earlier about this kind
of plan.
- The downtown area can be
declared a Business Redevelop-
ment District through which costs
of repairs and improvements can
be assessed to merchants and land-
owners on the town tax bills.

The Ontario povernment has
published a bookiet showing how it
can be done, and copies of these
were available at the meeting here

last week.

Some farthinking merchants
have been trying for years to
convince their fellow shop owners
that more attention aud planning
for the downtown was terrifically
important to them.

This pre-planned method, which
simplifies their eternal problem of
financing, seems the answer.

However, it is unfortunate that
decisions cannot all be made before
Mill St. is rebuilt, starting next
month. _

The plan deserves the unstinting
support of all those involved.
Growth is coming, and they must

be prepared.

Litter 1s ““horrible’”

Many people would agree with
council’s assessment that Acton’s
litter problem is “‘horrible",

Councillor Joe Hurst told his
council colleagues that cleanliness
standards in downtown Acton are
deteriorating.

. Garbage is usually obvious on all
.the busiest streets. Pop battles are
thrown in the planter boxes and on
iawns. Candy wrappers and
rumpled papers dot the sidewalks.
Spilled pop and ice cream make
horrid smears on sidewalks outside
take out shops. *

Young peopie congregate .on
- corners and near restaurants and
late-closing businesses. That's
natural, and there's nothing wrong
with if. |

There are more people in town
than ever before, too, with more
take out restaurants. And children
seem to have lots of money for pop
and candy. .

There are plenty of garbage
containers handy, though, and they
are easy (o see,

The town men sweep the streets
every Thursday. Sure, says the
works superintendent, his men

could do a lot more. They could
pick up garbage after
everybody. . . but it would cost an
awful lot of money. Laborers don't
come cheap any more. :

Some of the merchants take
pride in the appearance of the front
of their stores as well as the inside,
and clean up regulariy.

Some tend the town-owned plants
that make the streets so attractive,
some don't bother and let their
portion of petunias wilt.

But the responsibility is not the
merchants’ nor the town’s. It is
solely the responsibilily of the
people who own the garbage
originally. The girl or boy who
bought the pop or candy still owns
the container it came in, after the
drink and food are gone.

Children are presumably taught
tidiness and responsibility at home
and in their schools, Well—aren't
they?

For adults as well as young
people, this feeling of pride in

‘tidiness and responsibility should

continue on the sidewalks and

streets of their town. -

Fanfare for the band

Another Thank You to Acton
Citizen's Band, also-rans at the
C.N.E. this year but Acton’s
favorite band anyway, any place,
anytime. They're an ambitious
bunch to take on extra practices
during holiday time, and then to go
to the country's hugest fair and
compete there against bands from

- towns and cities many times our

size. .
- They took a first place award last
year. And so it goes with
competitions - you pever know
what the judge will be looking for in
particular. |

Anyway, as the players all say,
if’'s good experience.

Acton gets underlined

Actonians are willingly signing
the petitions against being required
to pay their water bills in George-
town, or else at the banks, for a
charge. Some of the signers under-
lined ACTON forcefully as they
signed their addresses.

The announcement of water bill
changes was another blow to our
pride, and Actonians have been
aroused over it.

Councillor Pat M cKenzie hopes
for a successful outcome: bills all

payable here in an Acton office.

Drinking-driving problemf'

The Hamilton Automobile Club
believes that the breathalizer law
or possible blood tests will not in
themselves solve the problem of
driving while intoxicated.

They recommend the imple-
mentation of the Driving While
Impaired Counterattack Program
which now is widely adopted in
approximately 1,000 jurisdictions
in the United States including one
province in Canada, Alberta.

Although it has been reported
that test programs have been con-
ducted in Ontario, there has been
little progress to date in taking

action on a province-wide basis,

This program is an educational
course for drinking and driving
offenders to make them aware of
their responsibilities. Offenders
would be directed by the courts to
attend the course. Sentencing for
the offence can be deferred pend-
ing a report from the course in-
structor. |

D.W.I. Mini-courses could be
implemented in our high school
Driver Education Programs o

assist young people to understand

the effects of alcohol and drugs on
the driving task.

f this and that

The Muscular Dystrophy
Association of Canada and also the
mother of organizers of an MD
carntval here both have pointed out
this week that all donations made
in Canada stay in Canada.
Canadian headquarters uses the
meoney raised here to continue the
Canadian fight against this dread
disease.’

+ 4+ 4+

For an education as well as an
interesting day out, district people
have become fans of Miiton's
famous Steam Era show. There are
displays of -stationary steam

engines, thrashing machines and
tractors. A display of vintage cars,
model railways and a parade will
also be featured this Saturday,
Sunday and Monday. But there's
not the usual big parade through
downtown Milton this year.

+ + o+

School begins this year in the
same old way - although later than
usual. But by .a year from now, the
entire public school system will be
changed, and the high school
students will be in their new
building. What changes the town is
seeing, in the past decade!

Coneighbor, with her bitde brother

YOUNG PEOPLE who completed the unique Reading
Olympics at the library this summer were presented
with medals on red, white and blue ribbons Friday by
Esther Taylor, Posing proudly on the library bridge
are front row Melanie Johnston, Mark Dubrosky,

Dawson., Neil

Patricia Henry, Beverly Dawson, Peggy Ancker,

'Sugai‘ and Spice

Hov, | can't think of anything muore
harrewing Lhan trying to write a colunin
siting at Lhe puenie table in the backyard
an s d-sunimer i{ii}'

I covy those writees whoe have a nice, -
gunel study, preferably withoul wingdows,
i owhich to do their work  No disteachons,
o chisruplions. Just the wriler and s
machine, the words pouring onto the clean
white paper hke sparkliing wine enta o
white linen tahlecloth

(s almost nnpossible Tor me to con-
cenirate on rmng out o preee of taat,
tasemalimg, ereative prose for more than o
nunute or two, siltinge here teday. Foo
NN Interruplions

Mol anly de 1 not have no windows, i
Saw'll pardan the triple negative, it's just

“orte g window, and [ ean't stop looking

throngh it 1F it was possible 1o turn my
] i i 360 depgree cirele, T would see ian
entire world, mostly green, in miniature,

There's my neighbor, Helen, at the
clothesline. Ubh-buh. Looks like her
grandiipghter was here for the weekend.
Ten duipers on the line, among the towels
and sheets, Doeso’t believe iy disposables
[ o, ‘

There's a sawing sound across the fenee.,
Wonder whal iy neighbor, Fim is workimg
Al this [ine, sunny dav Beller saunter over
and check al oul We'll hive a chat abowt
L anigquities of the town couneil

Here comes Fratsy Woods, a third side
i
ness s One ol my huge oak limbs, about twae
Lt iny chanineter, the one that hangs cight
nver therr honse, has a split rightiup the
trunk. Have to go and look,

Yeah, that's baed, Patsy, U1 have 1o call
Cieorge, the tree wan, and have il taken

by bill smiley

down. By, but o wall prisede somie ex
critement lor the neghborhood

Hght Behing mieis the b, square, brick
hemse i whieh lurks mv old Ly softerng
fremn the mummy ol all saoburns Sose
ke an over-nipe cherey, ehesl ke o
peehing ool beet Fuarious becagse of e
wisk shie Toaks and feels

Felus U hern Adter aeeeaediul SRy ITE T TR D
s i Kl when Lhad to sit for twadioes aneld
nigghits i chaor, plisstered from bead 1o
toe swilh sosie concoction o Iy ek e
lor suhurn cwas it bakig posder
bukmg soda?: 1 keep iy by linbs
covered, Oy et whal we call o farmer s
tan, lorearms, face sl neck. but the res
of nie s white as the degven snow

I ddon™t tern around to look bBelind poe ot
Ihat house Asicdde from ngy sutfering wite
sile, there s the outsle Uhad besatitul
proeen vire, s b adimaeed by visitars, 14
climbing the brick wall Tike o prant souud,
pullmp the bricks Ioose ane By one. gl
accisionally hurling one down, just abios
the bick door At teday™s rates for repairs,
that brickwark will hkely cosl e mope
Ehan il costto binld the Bustise. 50 odd s eares
Ry : '

Lal™s change the subgect Do doet 01 Hlank
T Break ot Tor g moment, i s s ATTEHTEY
There s the "garbape can o ey uj
Mayhe FH opget my seven iron oot of e car
Ik and eut some weeds Thot '~ what |
wse mstessl ol a0 b

There, thal™s better My swins was riyth
on today, Kept my hedd down, my eve an
the weed, look o slow back swing. and o
whole Hower bead s weridloss

Alse pushed the Liwn mower undor the
sprige iree, o keep the i oll, and
picked up the grandkids® imflatable swim
paol. which, after a week sstting there (il

- Lok ol that
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Pamela Dubrosky, Carolyn' Van den Akken, Nicky
sinclair,
Anthony Larsen, Beth Olah, Kara Rosenquist, Sue
Bennett, Mae Robinson, Karen Blain, Yvonne Blain,
Warren Blain, Jackie Dawson, Sandra Schreiber.

Eric Hansen, back row

af rion, grass and bugs, left o big round
theasd pateh in the lawn, Good work Eill,

More  disteaclions. A cheeky  black
squirrel, looking for i handout. Dumb eot
rubbimt apgainst my leg: looking for the
~arie Three ugly prackies, steiding splay-
toatedl andl anselent,  across my  lawn,
pecking up the Iresh grass seed,

Alish? What's that noise, down the lane.
Pastler strof] down and see. Great, A Boll
elephinne truck and twa young Tellows
digging o post hele Enlire neighborhood
wateties Machiery digs hole, vrects pole
wilh eise Old Limers comment scornfully,
Lemember when you dug them by hand,
with o sporn shovel  Brulual hard work.

Theres the hree engane” Better jump in
Hae car and tollow . Hely old jumpin'! Why
do they Ted all these vrazies Tollow the fire
trorck through tawn at 50 miiles an hour?
Somechody mught be Killed.

Wasn b omueh Jdust some housewife lel

©he Ll hng) ovoer on the stove while she wias

watehing her soap opers, But it might
hivwver been o pood one, like the old lumber
null st week That was o dandy,

stiould gel bick to the column. Oh, no.
There's Hhe old battlease a1 the back doar,
wothmpe, Whiat e vou doing out there,
st st around enjoying yourself, when
v know 'nommageny”? Least vou could do
- gl i washing through and sweep the
kitehen dloor, 's ithy. And vou haven'l
brostehl e any [resh lea for two hours.”™

by, lerdy Whe's this pulling up® Tt can’t
bee T1as, [0S those peaple we et at o party
ban sears ape and ansisted with greal
lervor and simeerily that if they were ever
i i ek of Lhe woods, to fook us up.
Three Kids and o dog. Oh,
dear

I'erbisps vou can understand now why |
Tartes e o sehoolteacher and having the
sunimer oft ang having e write my
valumn out under the trees, mslead of
writingd ot at my desk in mid-winter.

OUR READERS WRITE:

Give people responsibility

| hitve heen wadling te read some lolters
about the vnd of the Reereation Advisory
Corminitiee. Since no one else has wrilten on
the subjeel 1 will. Is death is aot sur

prising. ¥Why would anyene with any sefse

al all want to waste e silling on A
comuutive with ne power and no respon-
sthility  tinly  noive burvauerats  could
irmagme such a committee would work.,

In the days hefore regional government
anel Waalton Hills, people in Acton did things
for themselves wilh the blessing of sue-
vessive  councils. No  lonpger does  that
conflidence and trust exist. Now we poor
peasants are nol smart enough o ran our
own affiies and must have experts”
cleeled or olherwise to guide our every
fsteps.

I council wants a reereational - com-
pttee, or whatever, with contaels in the
communily  to establish  community
oriented recreation, then it should give such
it Incal committee a budgel, power to spend
It on plans it develops, and the respon
sibility of sceing thif the plans work as
siceessfully as possible. This is the way
things were done formerly in Aclon; they
warked pretty well and there was never o
shortage of people to parlicipate.

Halton Hills Counctl however will not do
anything as old fashioned or radical as
giving prople responsibility.

As Chuirman of the tennis courts steering
committee T saw exactly how much trust
and responsibility was delegated to a group
of velunteer citizens by our new form of
povermnent - absolutely none,

While P'm at it I'll tell you something
peeuliar. In the Soviel Union years baek it
wais decided that the eommon people really
didn’t have the know how (intelligence) to
rin their own farms, factories, and affairs.
fxpriis, were brought in (o tell everyone

bevw tertlos everyibage: all indivecual identity
was puat asicle lor the pood of the whole Tlus
provess was cilled colleehivizalion,

The Untario Conservative @Eovernment,
whith believes in individual milintive,
dong things lor voaursell, 10 being N OUT TR T
responsible master, has invenled rogional
povernment. Small groaps of people o i fe

towns are ool thought capable now  of
Ik it aller Hhoar own adflairs. Experts are
regredd and well paid ones at that. Does
gt sound finntliar?

Chie sell suflicient pioneer forefathers,
comservilive 1o i, would oot stand o
chance in nday’s conservative  Onlario.
Stranpe, sl ? 1 wonder s thal Con-
servialve hogevinan, Socialisim, would by
any ditterent” ,
' (reorge Fliiott

Put horse before cart

What  happended o Ml St
reconsiruetion when business was slow?

Halton Hills council has decided it wilt
take place during peak retaal selling Qe
tober through December),

Meanwhile i group of retaiders and otlwer
citizens are looking inlo o scheme of
peneral improvemeat of  the , downlown

core, This will probably include widening of
the sidewalks, planting of trees ete.

Weo've waited this long, can't we put the
harse  hefore  lhe cart and get the
improvement plan implemented  before
learing up the sireet?

—Bewildered

Donations stay in Canada

b2 Lsasl 240h Sreet
Hamilon, Untaria
July 25, 1974,
e Sire:

Eam sure you are aware of the Jerpy
Lews Museular Dystraphy ‘Felethon which
tokes ploce each Labour 130y weekond. 1t s
the only charity where people aepnss the
matien join in the united offort, at 2
specified lime to defeat Musealar
Dystrophy. .

Fvery year the people of your area have
given generously to our cause. When the
phones  starl ringing in our Southern
Ontarley  Headqguarters  your  town  and

surroundme arcas are familiar addresses
L onr operators.

I'lease inforim the people of vour aren of
Lhe gratitude of the Dluscular Dysirophy
Assovition and cven wmore 5o, the value
their donations have - not unly in the fight
apainst MDD, but'in the knowledge given to
the famidies afiected thal indced they are
ol alone, muany do care deeply.

' Thank You!
Sincerely,

{ Mrs.) Agnes Turbitt

Muscular Dystrophy Coordinator,
Southern Ontario

1°.5. Canadhan donalions stey in Coanada.

The Free Press
Back lIssues

20 years ago

Token from the Issue of the Free Press
of seplember G, 1956

Conslable Robert K. Moreau is replacing
Constable Charles Mcl.ean on the Milton
detachment of the O.P.P, for six weeks,
while Constable Melean attends Provincial
Police College in Toronto.

The Mitchell reunion was held at the
home of Mr. and Mrs. Alex Mitchell, R.R.3,
Georgelown on Saturday, There was an
attendance of about 91 with members of the
family from Ottawa, Niagara Falls.
Welland, Woodstock, Waldemar, Windsor,
Toronte, Georgetown, Milton, Eden Mills
and Acton present, '

Hev. Andrew MeKenzie is being inducted
as the new minister of Knox Presbyterian
church this evening. (Rher ministers will
assist in the service being followed by a
receplion. Mr. and Mrs. McKenzie, who
come from Islington, moved into the manse
this week. They have five children, Joanne
12, Alan, six, Marsha, five, Bornie, two and
Glen one. The three oldest started school
here Tucesday, -

After spending Lhe summer visiling
relatives  and  travelling  throughout
England, Mr. Wilson Allonby arrived back
carky this week.

Mr. and Mrs. Harold Fanson, Mrs. N.J-
teed and Mr. Clifford Reed, Guelph, Mr.
and Mrs. Roy Ballentine and daughter
Mary Jane, Hutlonville and Mr. and Mrs,
Leslie Ballentine and Tommy and Tara
were visiting al the Ballemtine's during the
past week,

L4

50 years ago

Taken ron an issue of the Free Press
el August 26, 1026

One Wednesday, August 18 Blue Springs
Yark was the picluresque scene of ao in-
terestimg gathering. 10 was the occiasion of
the first Leshe reunton and over three
hundred poersons assembled to enrol on the
clan roster.

MrHW. Hioton and his daughler, Miss
Fidoa, arrived home from their trip to
England on Menday evening. About two
maomths were spent in the home nf his
novhood and they had many pleasant ex-
periences and enjovable meetings  with
relatives and old friends.

In four weeks Acton Fall Fair will be on.
The prize list of specials & oow in the
printer’s hands. The completed list will be
iIssuced as soon as possible,

alesses Delaine Gibbons and Mary
Gibbons of S1. Michaels Hoespital were
weekend visitors at their homes here.

Mr., George Dills announces  the
cngagement of his voungest daughter
Myrile May o Mr. Frank J. Hrowning,
Taronta, the marriage to take place this
month.

Little Miss Connie Holland who has been
spending a few holidays at the home of her
prandparents in Preston, retarned home on
sunday

100 years ago

Taken Irom the jssue of the Free Press
Thursday, August 24, I8T6

Mr. [.R. Little, counly school inspector,
started on Tuesday morning for Parry
sound and Algema, where he will remain o
lew weeks on business conneeled with the
orgamzation of school sections in these
districts. sy

tFive headlines in Succession, four of
them all in capitals-) HORRID MURDER

moksquesing. Hoberl Whiteside, & well- -

known old Settler, found dead on his own
farm. The Skull Herribly Smashed with an-.

- oAxe. The Midnight Assassin Suspected but

~ol Yel Conviceled. The Deed Enshrouded
in Mystery, Sad End of a Wealthy Miser. -
tThere follow five long calumns of type and
a map concerning the murder, including
deticled evidenee given at the inguest at
Clark's Holel, Silver Creek. The victim's
san was arrested, as well as another man.)
UThe editar srrived while the doctor, jury
newlyv-sworn in and the editor of  the
Greargetown Herald were viewing the body,
Full details are given of its appearance,
and the run-down condition of the farm.)
Edutarial: Of all the mrocious murders
thitt have been committed in Canada during
the past few months, perhaps the most
diabolical of any was that commilted in
Esquesing, Sunday night. No word of ours

covan fitly deseribe the sickening sight that
- presented itself on the farm of Mr. lloht.

Whiteside, or the feeling of indignation
iroused by the thought of ulter depravity
thit must have existed in the breast of the
cowardly assassin who imbrued his evil
hand in the blood of the poor decrepid old
man. The only circumstance which may
render the deed less horrible i the minds of
the comniunity is the well-known tiserly
and otherwise peculinr character of the
vietitm. tAnd 50 on,)
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