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Petitioners will be watching

Local people got together for a
cause when they willingly signed
petitions against the proposed
municipal complex. It's usually
terribly difficult - to get people
interested in political issues. This
1ssue, that touches the wallet, man-
aged to rouse us.

Free Press

The fact remains, as some coun-
cillers and others insist, that the
cancelled complex could be later
replaced by an even bigger one, in
Georgetown.

The people who signed the first
petition here will be watching.
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Lord Thomson in Acton

=

Lord Thomson of Fleet has died
at 82. Newspapers in - three
countries are publishing columns
of type about his life and career,

and he owned many of those news-
papers himself, His publishing

empire includes neighbors The
Georgetown Herald and the Guelph
Daily Mercury,

Not one of those newspaper
articles (nor, indeed, his bio-
graphy) menttons his days in
business in Acton, Ontario. Those
days didn't provide any jewels for

his crown, or any profits, either.
it was way back 55 years ago

that Roy Thomson set up business
inthe present Blow Press plant, He
manufactured Iluggage racks for
the side running boards of those
early automobiles, and battery
clips. (Some of the unsold battery
clips are still there).

It wasn't successful; he closed
up.
But otherwise, and in other
places, Roy Thomson did well.

Acton just had no place in that

empire,

Rock and fruit land .

It is distressing to read that 7,600
acres of tender fruit and grape land
will be put under pavement and ce-
ment for housing, if Niagara Reg-
ional Council has its way.

The argument in favor of deve-
lopment is that the farmers are go-
ing bankrupt and the land is lying
idle. Farmers say they cannot keep
their properties viable as farms.

Surely the solution to that pro-
blem is not to lose the land forever!

. Something more reasonable should
be considered.

The land is surely the main thing,

It could be sold—with proper com-
pensation to the present farming
owner—and even kept while some-
thing in the best interests of the dis-
trict is devised. If farmers really

have to be subsidized, so be it. Per-
haps large farms are the answer,

That the land could be so aimply
lost 'seems irrational to people in
this area, aware that we are all
now under the control of the Nia-
gara Escarpment Commission. If a
commission can take good care of a
rock, surely somebody will look af-
ter fruit land.

Of this and that

Has the wrong decision been
made on the feeding of ducks at the
lake? People are beginning to feel
that the birds are hungry, even in
the summer time, since regular
feeding was cancelled. The Credit
Valley Conservation Authority's
theory is that in the fall, when
natural vegetation disappears, the
hungry birds will tly south. In past
years they had been fed by the town
each day, and stayed on at the lake.

Surely a new assessment of the
situation should be made,

+ o+ +

Canadian International Paper
Sales Company Inc. commem-
orated the Olympics and does some
novel advertising by sending
Olympic athletes and .their own
cusiomers red maple trees. The
Free Press maple tree arrived in a
cardboard box and has been care-
fully planted at the front of the
building by Colie MacColl, watch
carefully if you come to inspect,
you could just step on it and squash
it completely, by mistake!

+ 4+ o+

Life's difficulties are mieant to
make us better, not bitter!

i

A too-hasty shuifling through old
papers produced the wrong infor-
mation in the 50 Years Ago column
for a couple of weeks. The columns
were in fact a year early in appear-
ing, having been taken from the is-
sues of the summer of 1927 instead
of 1926. Don’t know how that could
happen! Can't even blame it on the
heart. Our apologies, Mary and
Stan Matthews, whose wedding ap-
peared a year too svon. They just
celebrated their 49th anniversary:-

+ o+

Today's 50 Years Ago column
(with the right date on it) mentions
the “'fine new booth erected by the
Women's Institute’ at the park,
This is the wooden building just de-
molished, to make way for a ce-
ment block structure by the pool. It
was in bad shape, and not repair-
able. It had half a century of good
service to the people of the area.

Too bad its replacement couldn't
have been combined with a build-
ing for other needs in the park,
leaving us with one cement block
building instead of two. Cerlainly
they haven’t much charm,

A SUMMER AUCTION still draws a crowd inspite of

the attractions of cuttsajle country. This one last Sat-
old items on the block. The

urday saw many hou
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Every sooflen ['m reminded of how very
lucky Cianadians are. We are not smarter
than olher people. Gixxdness knows, we jire
mo more industrious. We are jus! luckier,
bBuecause we happen te be living ia this
countey it this timae.

When yvou constder that we are just a
drop i the buckel of the world's pop-
tlation, vou can see just how blind Jucky
W ITee,

Millings of people on earth bday are
htecally starving to death They will be
chisned, slone dead, in days, monihs, a vear

Ailhons more are just above the star-
ving bids. ‘They eke out a barren, blunted,
hopeless exislence, Just one step away
[rom the anumal

Thest hordes are subjeet lo all e other
thangs that go with a manimal exislenee,
besides hunper: cold, disease, gnorance,
lear, and perhaps worst of all, helpless-
ness

At we  complain endlessly, we
Canadinns, abowt such horrors as in-
Hation, postal strikes, taxes, and al) the
piher relatively piddling burdens we bear.

Wee honwi with outrage when butter jumps
1y eenls o pound. Some of us oearly Bave o
stroke when the price of beergand liquar is
raised The very wealthy feel a deep, inner

pan beeause they can retain only 55 per -

conl of their incmne,

But what does 31 all amoaunl to” The
consumplion of bulter will go down for a
few woeeks, then rise W new highs, The
consumplion of aleoholic beverages will
nol even tremor, bul go steadily upward.
And the rich will become nicher.

Tulk aboul fat cals, or buxom heavers,
and we're 1, The Lucky Canadians. The
envy of the warld.

Oh. yes, we have poor people, quite a few
of them. But you would be hard put 10141 to
L any one in Canada litecally starving to
death, Or freezing 1o death. Or dying be.
cause there is nooanedicine for disease.

Truthas, the vast majority of Canadizns
cal tou much, sulfer from over-heating
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- Pet of the week

TAWNY SITS BESIDE A wicker basket full of
her black and tan Airedale Terrier offspring.
Tawny, whose full name is Champion Tyandaga
Tawny Leaf C.D., bore one dozen pups—four

males and eight females. They are six weeks old. [REBT
The sire is Champion Tyandaga Man O'War. ekl

Tawny, owned by

en and Cathy Slaney of Main

Street South, Acton, is three-and-a-half years
old. Tawny, who is registered with Bricklestone
Kennel, has had one previous litter.
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sale was for Mr. and Mrs. Edward Harrison on the
property

near Acton..

Sugar and Spice

by bill smiley

rather than culd and are much more likely -
o die from too much medicine than they
are from disease

And even the poorest of our pour, with all
the buffers that wellare provides, are
wateriatly millionaires eompared wilh the
poor of many other couniries

You, Mister, wheeling vour Buick down
the highway and beefing aboul the cost of
gas, might just as easily be pulling a rick-
shaw an Caleutia, wondering whether vou
ek Tasl until you were 30, so you could
see your firsl prandson.

Anid you, Ms: whining about the mess
the haivdresser made, or complaining
about the cost of cleaning women, could be
stlling yoursclf in the back streets of Rar-
abi te keep body and soul together, if you
will pardon the expression.

BBut you aren’t, and I'm nmt, and we
shoubdn™ foerget il mates. We were Jucky.
Wi Live an Canada,

Cee ina while this hits me like o punch
between the oyes, One of These times was
o 2 recent holiday weekend,

We were spending a weekend with Gran-
dad. in the country, 1 spent one of those
lazy, thoroughly enjoyable limes when
there is nothing e do and nething to worry
aboul . caling and drinking, playing cards,
enjovmg the Nireplace, reading, watching
Lelevision.

Chide

The only Iy in the vintment was Lhe
constant decisions to be made. Al break-
sl dor example. Banana or fruil juice?
Caffec or tea” Bacon amnd epes or ham and
egus. Toast and jam or fresh bread and
honey ?

Ivenings were even worse. An hour
ufterdinner, T had 1o decide whelher it was
10 be coffec antd cake with ice cream or tea
with bulter tarts, Then there was the hed-
time smwck and more decisions.

Bt i was watching 1elevision Lhat blew
up the puffed-up dream that life was, afler
all, goodd s gravious, cosy and comflort-
able, warm and wanderful,

There on the “news™, with nothing 1o
was  lhe non-Canadian  world,
Childlren with the bloated bellies and stick-
then limbs of the starving. Other children,
lorne and bleeding and screaming with
s,

Muthers howling their anguish because
they have lost their children and couldn’
finel Them.

And everywhere, on that naked screen,
people. suffering, terrified. running like
rifs, from nowhere W nowhere.

Mol muach you and T can do, exeepl feel
horrified. And its all loo far away.

But a1 Teast we ¢an stop bitching in our
own hiackyard, and face the facls that
wue're not smarter, or harder-working or
hetler-tonking. Just Jucky.
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OUR READERS WRITE:

L]

Customer feels insulted

AUgE. B, 1976

This week while visiting in Acton, 1 de-
ctded to go lo a downtown houtique with the
intention uf purchasing clothing. The owner
promplly approached me wilth the usual
“Can I help you?". T answered “1I'm just
looking, thank you." ;

He then siated that the store wos under
renovations (which [ had noticed) and if I
was buying he would welcome my husiness,
but as | had just entered the stere and had
not had a chance 1o find what I wanted, 1
Em asked 1o leave and come back another

ay.

I have always found the merchants in
Aclon both friendly and only too glad of
custamers’ browsing through their stores. [
hope the many customers in Aclon don't get
the reception and feel as 1 do that T will
never enter thal place again.

May [ suggest if he wishes to renovale, he
close  his doors instead of insulting
cuslomoers.

Sincerely,

Deborah Rose,

i Box 1473,
Penetanpuishene, Ont,

Do we really need'parking?

: Augustd, 1976
Laotler to the Editor:

This letter expresses my views on the
maotion before council o buy Hotchen's
Bakery and lurn it into a parking lotl.

First: 1 have lived in Acton lor 20 yeary
and have been driving for two years during
which time | have nlways been able Lo find
a parking spel somewhere close lo the
downtown area, (within hall a block).

There is usually room on Mill Street or ifA
ene of the four downtown parking lots. If I
cannot find a spol there, there is always
roem on Bower, Church, Willow, John or
Main Streets.,

Second: Do we really need more parking
spots downtown?

s it really worth our hard earped tax
dollars? Several counclllors belleve it is,
bul Lhey are alae merchants and it is to
their advantoge because it would mean in-
creased business in their stores. (1f I were a

merchant | would probably be in favor be
cause 1 would have nothing to lose.)

Third: There are several reasons which
warrant parking on back sireets or parking
in ome of the parking lois. Parking on the
back streels is considerahly less difficult
than parking en the main sireetls. Nor is it
su {rustrating. .

You might have a short walk lo the
stores, but walking is good exercise —
remember — PARTICIPACTION!

Also your car is probably subject to less

- chance of being damaged because there is

less traffic. |

And finnlly, how many more parking
spaces could the bakery provide and is the
price per parked car worth the meoney
which would be spent?

In concluding, | believe there are other
priorities and more important ones that our
Lax dollars should be spenl on.

Yours truly,

Concerned Cliizen.
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The Free Press

'Back Issues
20 years ago

Taken from the lasue of the Free
Press of Thursday, Augustig, 1538

Emmest Weslt, formerly of Actonand now a
tawyer in Kitchener, was the speaker at

Acton United Church Sunday morning in
the absence of the minister, Rev. Gordon
Adoms, He gave o very impressive
message heard with interest by the
congregalion and about 25 scout leaders f-
rom a course at Blue Springs scout reserve.
One of the latter, an ordalned minister
himself, parlicularly congratulated Mr,
West.

How have your beans been? Can you beal
this ene? Mrs. H. W. Hinton reports a
Scarlet Runner pole bean that is 13 and a
half inches long, in her garden on Lake Ave.

Thempson Molors inaugurated their new
location at the former Garner garage site
with an Open House. Films, refreshments
and a car display were enjoyed by many.
Bob Marshall won a coke cooler in 8 draw.
Other winners were Doug Brown of Miltan,
Dave Dills, T. E. Walson, C. L. Kirkness,
W. Brown, Cam Sinclair, Melvin Walker,
Ted Hansen, R. Goodwin, E. Tyler, Bill
Nicolac, Andrew Frank, Jack Cooney and
A Gervais.

Believe about bad luck happening on the
13th, Russell Johnsen had four cattle killed
by lightning, two cows and two yearling
heifers on Monday, August 13, He recalls
that just four years ago he went to hospital
for treatment on August 13.

50 years ago

Taken from the issue of the Free Press
of Thursday morning, Augusts, 1926
That the people of Acton and vicinity

" have real local pride and community spirit |

wias manifesled in the splendid crowds that
assembled at the Gala Day celebration held
:.it;lt}m park on Monday, Acton's Civic Holi-

¥.
In the morning a ball game was played
between Acton and Georgetown. The jazz
hand paraded the streets and put life into
the alfair,

Al one v'clock the parade formed up at
the band hall with George Lantz as marshal
and the bear and Italian comie outfit lead-
ing. They were followed by Aclon Citizen's
Band and the fire department’s new motor

truck and apparatus and decorated veh- -

icles, and & band of ecalithumpians. The
prize for the best decorated vehicle was
fpiven to A0, Deloresi for the 1913 mode)
Furd and the prizes for best costumes went
to Hoberl Chalmers, Harold Reid, Helen
McDonald and Mary Clarridge. Athletic
evients Fulllnwr:d- The ladies' baseball match
was an exciting event. The band gave a
generous continuation of musical numbers.

For the evening a very enjoyable garden

parly programme had been arranged and

the largest crowd that has attended such a
function in Acton in years was on hand to
enjoy il. The band also played a sacred con-
cert on Sunday in the town hall. A dance on
a speectal platferm at the drill shed provid-
ed quite an aftraction for a number of
people. .

The fine new booth erected by the Wo-
men’s Institute was in commission for the
Gala Day. It is ah appreciated asset for the

plans for the general improvement of Pros-
pect Park.

100 years ago

«Taken Irom the issue of the Free Press,
August 3, 1876

Cheap excursion on the Grand Trunk next
Wednesday, to the great baseball mateh at
Lendon, Fare from Acton and return anly
$1.40. It is probable a special train will start
early in the morninp. :

We are informed by Mr. 0. Lozier that
last Satlurday night someone was heard
prowlMg around his housé, apparently
trying to get in, The following morning it
was discovered an attempt had been made
L pry upen one of the windows with some
iron instrument. Those tramping scalli-
Wags are a greal nuisance. were the
formers of the marriage vow? Why have
ladies been silent in the past, sulfering
much and suffering long? Why have they
been willing to take down the word “obey™
and never raise their voice? | for one will

- nol be surprised if that word chokes me yel.

It is a relic of barbarism and must have
originated in the good (7) old days...

- Acton Councilt mel Tuesday, A special
committee will make enquiries about the
road allowance leading to Nassagaweyn
which is only from 25 te 30 feet in width be-
tween the viliage and the Nassagaweya
town line. There was no other business,
except granting $1 to John McPhee,

Quite a nimber of our villagers attended
a picnie at the McLaren's castle at Caledon.

THE ACTON FREE PRESS
PHONE 853-2010

Business and Editorial Office

Founded in 1875 and grubliatipd every Wedneioay
AT 3% Willow 51, Acton, Ontario. Member of the
Apdil Byreau of Circulation, the Canadlan Com:-
munily Newapaperi Aysociation and Ihe Onlario
Weohly Newdpapers Assoclalion. Adveriising
rabéd o0 requetl. Subiripilond payabie In ad.
wance, 3750 in Canada, 17500 in &1l countries
gihes 1han Canada; single coples 1S cenly; car. |
rier detivery In AChon 1) RENM ey week. e0ond
clsss mail Regisiralion Number 0515 Adveri-
ishng is accepled on the congl¥ipn Hal, In the
event of typoarsphical error, that portion of the
sdvertiiing space occupld by the sfToneous
Item, Together wilh reasonalila allowsnce for
slgriaiur e, will ndl be charied for but T balance
of the adverlnemen! wil? be paid for a1 the appli-
(abie rate. In The svent of » Iypographical error
sdvertiiing poods Or Services 81 & wr price,
goods O service: may nol be 3019, Adverilsing I3
mer ely anofier 5 1ell, snd may be wilhdrawn af
sy 1lme. E
Dills Prinding and Publishing Co. L.

David R. Cilin, Publisher

Xay Dills
Ed M.I'

Don Hyder
Adveriliing Manager

Cnpvrighi 1976

v T T LT Tt T I L S L R R i | e S reee SR L B ]
S ToL P L B Lo L Ul R RydraT B R ] s e

S 4™

o

.




