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AFEW PASSENGERS in the front car of CN's dayliner said they felt a

a mi

bump, but that was all when the murninF train and a truck collided about
?e west of Acton on a crossing. Poli

ce estimate that $2,000 damage

was done to the steps and cowling of the train. The train sat just east of
Crewson's Corners for about an hour and a half following the accident,

Police say charges are pending,
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TRUCK DRIVER John Ramse

- LT .

Decision to buy,

Hotchen Bakery

. of Rockwood, escaped with minor

injuries when his dump truck and a CN commuter train collided at Crew-

son's Corners last Thursday morning. Millon OPP estimate damage to.
the truck at about $4,000. Mr. Ramsey was taken to St. Joseph's Hospital

at Guelph and treated and released. Commuters were late for work due

to the crash.
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Town complex fading fast

A strong laxpaver prafest
appears o have senl the
proposcd SSH) K expansion
of the Esquesing municipal
offlices on_the Seventh Line
down the drain sinee the
majorily ol councillors no
jonger support the plan,

Councillors

municipal complex vote wis In
Liken, voiced their apposition
to' spending  Lhe nearly 81
million at this Time
Armstrong and Miller have
now joined Mavor Tom Hill,
Harry
George Malthy, 1oy Howlh

mierviews this  week,
Councillors Ern Hyde, Ernie
Svkes, Dick Hbwitt, Les Duby
amd Pal MeKenzie all in-
dicated the fact about 1,504
residents  have  sigoed
petitions against the complex

Levy, _ _
hasn't changed their previous

seven counciliors now oppose
a complex being buill &l this
lirme,

I an interview this week,
eouncillors Mike Armsirong
and luss Miller, whe were

and Hic Marrow in opposing
Ihe complex.
Malthy. Booth amet Morrow
have afl voiced strong  ab.
jeclions Lo spending the
maney for the complex and

Hill, J.evy,.

sland in fovor of building the
complex.  Councillor  Joe
lHurst who voted for the
complex was utavailable for
commenl sipee he is away on
halidays.

bolh  away  when  Lhe

PASTOR AND Mrs. Thoman are leaving Acton
to take on a new charge in Highway Pentecostal

church, Ingersoll.

Come on in—

the water’s fine

Waler ol Fairy Lake has heen tested by lhe regional
health department and found satisfactory for swimiming ls
week, Councillor Les Duby, contacted by a mother of an ill

child, requested the tests,

Four tests were made by the department, one al the
Breeres, one at Smallwood Acres and two al t_lil'fu rent places
inFairy Lake. All four tests proved the take is safe - as well

as pleasant—for swimming this summer,

voted apainst it,

Armsirung sawd if the
complex comes up o vaole
again sl cuuncil he will vote
against it since il hasn’ been
determined bow the town can
raise the necessary funds.
~ He said be hos always bheen
i favor of the Seventh Line
locatiun and supporied hiring
an architeet 1o design the
expansion but fell the plan

shouldn™ go further until the
1own had estabhished where
the meney was coming from

“1 support the choice of
lncation 100 per cenl. 11 ecould
still be built next year, the
year after thal, even bhive
yvears from now,“he sid.

He said he never infended
lo vale for proceeding with
the project until the origin of
lhe funds were eslabbshed
Armsirong added the lown
hias been spending oo much
money.

“With the number of ol
jections there are from the
ralepayers | don’t think Lhe
Ontario Municipal Hoard will
rule thal Lhe town can gn
ahead and build the complex
[ think the whole thing wiall die
a natural death now, he
sakl.

Miller said i

given  the

1,500 rate'paye'r's
protest complex

sign. Bverybody on one strec
signed, for inslance,

It was Wwroed in last Fri-
tay.

Wél over 1,500 ratepayers
will have prolested the
miunicipal complex by lhe
lime  all petitions  are
presented Lo couneil,

In an mlerview Tuesday
afternoon, B, Alex Furness,
uf Georgelown, who slaried
circuluting petitions  agoinst
the complex on July 15, said
he had received 1,170 signa-
lres on pelitions and predic-
ted aboul another 150 signa~
lures are on petitions which
haven'l heen relurned yel, In
addition another 325 names
are on ather pelitions which
were virculated this week in
Aclon,

In Acton

Murse Mres. Lois Mackenzie
brought ene of the forms from
. Furness in Georgetown
up 1o Actan, and the sheet
filled up quickly with people
petitivning apainst the com-
plex. Aboul 50 names wend in
10 join his petilion,

A pelition was frametd up ot
& Rictley Cartage and circu-
lated for two days, garnering
o surprising 100 names in thal
shurt tiene. (M the people ap-
proachvd, only ene woukd not

Oppuse reglon

Mrs, Donna Krapek startosl
oul o pelitien which  was
copied and still paing  the
rounds Wednesday, sheel
after sheet adding to ils 1otal.
Some of Lhe sheets weee left
in slares; some peaple look
them door o doar,

Number of signaiures total-
led 225 by Wednesday after-
B,

()ne of the merchants eircu-
lating this petilion commen-
ted she Telt thatl many of the
people signing were nol jusl
opposed o the eomplex, bul
1o the whole wea of regional
government.

The Free Press 1s unaware
of any olher tocal pelilions
Letters were sent in by indivi-
tluals opposing the complex;
o couple of these people sent
copies 10 the paper.

I)r. Futness said it s hard
o gel an accurale counl yo¢l!
hecause  pelitions  Keep
coming back 1o him that he

(Continued on page 2)

1

chanve be will sole agiinst

e vomipley

LHIr :-'.Iu_-mim;;r s boeen
excessive We are puthing Lhe
carl boefore Hw horse Tloe
money [or the comples showdd
ba Hound belare we proceed
with bslchig o0 The well s
almest dey,) e sid

Ahiller siall thinks o mun-
cipal complex s w0 prierily
project  (er the town gl
woerned the cost will be more
Lhaery SO0, 000 3 the proposal 1s
shelved  bul added ey
ervlihing can't be done i one
yeat.

e 15 coneerned  ahonlt
rnlepayers protesting lhe
cuomplex  becouse of pising
taxes and blammg coun-
cillors for the tax lnkes when
Haltan  Hoeard ol
lsducation is responsible for
st ol The tax jump this
VT

Ailler savs he hopes e
town will hold off o thie
comgles unbid the monwipale
Iy can afford

In o prepaged statement
Copnetlor Krn Hyide, o
riving  furce betiind  the
mwwvement  to build e
complex, sind:

“I'he need for o Munieipal
Compleex has been expressidd
by aektiast RN per el ulj.lhl'
menihers 1 Cenet|:
Unfortunately, now i is being,
used as an elecuon ploy The
imost vocilerous mpposilion s
pnow coming from Councillors
Levy and Morrew  Both of
these Couneilllors have  at
varmuas  tones  inideated
a steong suappert for o een.

Iratized Municipal Complex.
Holhk of them  clearly  in

“dicated they wanted il locined

iy Ward 3 o their wardy, Their
strong opposilion came afler
the 7th Lane location  wis
deculed on and  then they
wwitched their aorgument (o
the cost of the venlure, Some
uf the argument is “lUs the
wrong bime™,
whould have been done two
years age and any [urther
deloy will only add 1o the
costs T would appear thal
Councillor Morrow has now
enlisted the help of some of
his playmates. frem  Lhe
squnsh Club and when | say
vnlisted their help, | might
heller say, suckered them in
as s gquide obvious thal they
hive ool bholhered to avguaint
themselves with 1he needs
amd favts -

1 st also reler looan
edilorial in the Aclon Free

(Continued on page 2)

Two trucks.
in collision

Cllalton Repgional Police
esbitate S300 i damages te d
pek-up truck deiven by
Arthur MeGiblan, 1 R, 5,
Wiltenn after i was in
collision with & dump truck
driven  hy  Goeorge Trateh,
Hamitian

Pradice say the  vehicles
eollided on Main S0, on July
A at Gan oaom. Flwe dump
iruck recenved no damage

Install plexiglass

Plexiglass will e wmstolled
all around Acton arena after
atl, if  couneil  aceepts 3
recommaendation made by
Hallisn  Hills  aglmipisirition
edatmi bee,

Facilily  Superintendent
Pal Sheehan said U reere.
ation department had Tound
Lhe money, He reconimended
Ihe bid of Crystaples Plasties
at $8,246 for the whole job be
acecopled.

Originally  Uw  plexighiss
wiis slhated Tor the lwo sides
only, bul Councillor 1*a1

Mo Kengie raised objections,
and the reerealion depart
mient was told to see if the
whole arena could e done,

He said $1,000 could  be
iFensierred from the fitter
huilding account i Acton and
£2 46 feom the aceounl for
ventilating the recerealion
offsee.

Sheehan smd  conlraclors
must be hungry sineethe bids
are  cuning ino Jower and
lower. "“Were nol rabbing
Peter e pay faul,”' he
commented.

“This whole thing is
premature,” hinance ¢om-
mittee chairman Ernie Sykes
lodd  Acton  delegations ol
Monday night's commitice
meeting. Seven people were
present  concerning  the
possible offer lo purchase
fraom council for Hotchen's
hakery property, Lo be lurned
inla & town parking lot.

alr. Sykes explained 1o the
delegations they should lake
their case to the parking
authority which was set up by
councit and has responsibility
for  both  Acton  and
Georgetown.  He  supgested
the awthority should see Lo it
that alt merchants are con
Lacted. The parking authorily
should then bring o recom-
mendatieon 1o the finance
coantiltee which  would
forward i1s recommendation
L full council,

At last week's council
neeling the third reading of a
bvbiw authorizing the fown Lo
fuker an aptiog on (he property
wits held up when Berl Hintan
spoke on the malter (o
couneil,

Mare input

sinee he bad been referred
Lo the commiltee by council,
Hert Hinton said he wished a
presceoptiaamn  made,  and
introduced Bill Yundl,

Mr. Yundt teld the com-
miltee as a wlhide the
Howntown merchints are not
epposed 1o olf sireel parking,
but he fell there should be

more input. We hove never
really been shown there is &
parking problem.

Some vars park on  the
main, side and hack streels
all day long, he said. He
suggested  striclter en-
forcement of the two hour
parking and extending it.

(itestions _

What will the cost be” How
many mills? For how long?
he wondered. He said some
people  provide their own
parking: should they pay the
same amount?

As for the survey of mer-
chants, he questioned who
had been nsked to approve. A
decision cannot be based on
tenants voling Yes as opposed
to lamdowners, he said,

He told the committee he
feil there would be enough
willing  merchants  and
businessmen to pul up money
1o buy the property and hold
it. LE i1 is sald 1o someone else
il would never be available
for parking again.

He said there had been poor
communicalions  bhetween
business people involved.

AModern

AMr. Hinlen said  mwdern
thinking has municipalities
recognizing the need for off
streel parking, as a facility
fur the use of the public in
general. The proposed ot in
Acton could be also used for
church and ledge parking.

Floe sugpested Lhe cost could
b covered on » ward one

back to Authority .

hasis. He also said that in
Aclon, tcommercial

-assessment is substantial
"~ about three million dollars—

and some of it should be re-
turned to keep the community
healthy, ‘I don't think you
can suck out all the taxes in
downtown Acton without do-
ing somelhing to keep the
downtown going."

1 signed

Mike Kinal of Home
Hardware had also contacted
the town office and been
placed un the agenda for the
meeling. He spoke briefly on
behalf of the merchants ““who
are well informed and aware
of the work of iassistant
planner) Hon Burnett.™

He said 41 have signed that
they are willing 1o be
assessed, Tenants who ap-
prove 1he plan are willing to
pay higher rent.

file  suggested  further
discussion should be lefl until -

aul -Nielsen relurns from
ahroad,

Fur the last 15 years
merchants have been trying
to et more parking in Acton,
hi snsd.

John Coniglic was rebuked
by chairman Sykes as he”
interrupted  the  presen-
tittions. He was not on the
agenida and dectared he was
there as o private cilizen.

Two hals

In explaining the procedure
to be foliowed, chairman
Sykes pointed oul  FPaul

(Continued on page 3)
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instmc{nr’s form
rtment tennis lesson on

the Acton courts., The 27-year-old post-grad

student at the University of Guelph says

there

are about 60 tennis students in the juvenile,
intermediate and beginner’s classes. Students
are into the second series of six week courses.

Rams win playoff opener

Rams are laking a one-game lead into tomorrow night's
second game of a best of five playoff series against Hunts-
ville Hawks here in Ontario Lacrosse Assoclation action.

Acton defeated Hawks 13-11 in the series’ opener at

Huntsville last nighl.

For details of the win see sporis pages.

" compete  at

Miss Acton

The Miss Acton  Fair-
contest will be held on the
Friday evening of the fall fair
again this year, in the same
way as in past years.

Agus eligible here are from
16 to 23 years.

However, if a girl under 18
vears of age wins the Acton
crown, she will nut be able (o
the Canadian
MNatienal Exhibition. There, a
new ruling has declared
compelitors must be 18 and
uver. The problem of chaper-
oning is cited for the change.

The Acton fair board
members do not wish to rule
oul girls hetween 16 and 18
who in the past have provided
most of the competitors. They
feel girls in high schoul are
most likely 1o get together
and decide 1o enter,

Jenry’'s
Nook
robbed

A window on the west side
of the huilding is believed o
be the means of enlry for a
thief or thieves who  broke
into Jenry's ook and pgot
away with $15 in cash, Halton
regional palice say.

The owner, David Dills,
noticed the back door of the
building open on  Monday
afternoon. Police believe the
culprits left theough the doeor,

Proprieter Susan Lee said
she could not 1ell i anything
else was missiop. The store
sells erafts, wool, ete.

Paolice are still investi-
gating the incident.

' 'Representatives explain stand on complex vote

“This 1s the besl we're going to gel,” twin

8 of Acton’s three Halton Hills eouncillors

3 1old the Free Press as they explinned why

they voled in favor of the propused $500,000

municipal complex at the former Esques-
ing township hall on the Seventh Line.

Councillovs Pat MeKenzie and Les Duby

sav that Councillor Joe Hursl, now on a frip

abroad agreed with them in feeling the pro-

pasal is for the righl place, at the righl

time.

Alternative

. They suspect the alternative could be o
<huge new complex, including library and
thealre, al Georgetown plaza, and they

| _dim‘: like that idea.

I would be besl there for Esquesing
praple as well as Acton peaple,

publisherd,

building from i central tocation 19 Ward 3¢
tEpurgetown),

Now that so many have sjgned petitions
against the projeel both men soy they of
course recognize the rights of the people to
ubsject. fL was for Lhis peasen the advertise-
menl shiding objections eould be made was

“Phe petition doess’l upsel me at all,”
siys Mr. McKenzie, "'m glad 1o see the

reaction,” adds the former mayor, lLes

Luby.

nir. Duby adds that no doubt the matier

will be shelved now, with s0 much objee-

lion.* Bul he went on to poinl out that an
().M.B. hearing would have been the next |
step and people wonld have had a chance to

ohjec! then, oo,

“Is Lhis what Ward [ wants? Personally,

_ldop't think so!*' Mr. NcKenzie exclaimed.
In the best interest of Ward ] rate-
payers | will fight any propusal to move this

quulﬂﬂ -

(huoles

Mr. McKenzie repeats two inleresiing -

Councillor Morrow said "*1'm nol oppos-

cd to the administration buitding and would
support iUl it was to be built in one of the

urbyan areas.”

Councillor Levy is gquoted as saying
"“Council has the wrong priorities and we .
should be leoking ol the library-theadre
complex before we consider this expendi.

ture,"

Mr. McKenzie went on to say that Mayor
~Tom Hill, who knows Lhe value of the tlown o
properiy on the 7th  Line and the needs of

mare of the telal eost couldl be derived from
the sale of (dwan-owned propertics: SHR)L M0

Irum lol levies from new development, and

debenlures.

st s $300,000 remaining 1o be raised hy

He says Halton 1Hills cotmedl has been
very responsible financially. 1F the hnlding

©owere aecepled, increase on @ $7.500 4Sses-

our existing slaff for some renson voled

igainst the proposed development on the

finnl vote.

“Does he favor o new complex in Ward
Four, toe? Although Ward One played an
aclive parl in Mayor Hill's election, many
feel that we are being ignored.”

" Flnancing

The linancing picture has ehanged from
Lhe figures first published, as Mr. MeKen-
zle seey il, He thinks pow that $500,000 or

smeat! would be only $8.85. 'Taxes an o home
Lakeview
winld increase approximately $6.640.

sutslivision, for inslance,

Commmdtlies

The two couneillors ageee thal the coun-

cil has woarked logether for three years now

tnaseerliin needs. It was commuonly under-
slonel couneil would determine the loeation
and make specifie recommendations as o
how the pew administration of the former

municipalities conld be best brought 1o

gelhier 1o serve the town of Hallon Hills in

the best interest of all the people.
“Council was committed {o deal with the

issue and vote on it Mr. Duby explains,
They comment thit Joe Hurst, who's
away un holidays, agrees with them.
fnadequale
Public waorks department has already
been centrabized on the Seventh Lineto pro-
vide ltarger facilities for the fire depart-
ment and ambulance in Wards Three and

Faour. :
The clerk’s depariment is the only de-

partmenl  wilh adequate (acilitics. En-
gineering is lemporarily in two bays of the
new gorage.

The building and land of the former Es-
quesing municipal site are already owned
by the town, svoiding the expense of pur-
chase, "The proposal 1s modest but ade-
gquate for ahout 10 to 15 years lor Halton
Hills.” There is also room for expansion.

Delay adds

Acton’s councillors think the need is pro-

ven and dejay will only add to the cost.

“1[ put:lic opinion says no more develop- |
ment after you repair the arena in Ward §

- ‘Three ¢which has the financing arranged) |

can support that.

As for a return o the way things were g
before regional governmeni, councillors
think it's highly unlikely. Jullan Reed, Lib-
eral MPP, has soid there could possibly be
changes—bul he surely didn’t mean major
ones. Unfortunately, points out Me. Duby,
Actun’s case was unique, with the integra-
lien of two urban areas.

Mr. McKenzic, wha is both area and reg-
ional councillor, suggesis Halton Hills
should hove more responsibility—for
wiler, sewers and possibly roads. He
wouldn't wanl lo se¢ a one-tier government
all in the south, so he'd like to have (acilities
well organized here in the north.

There would always be a sub-office in
Acton whenever & complex is buill, the Ac-
lon represenintives feel,




