Erin man volunteers

1.C.G. eyes election while

~ helping

An Erin man, who never
belore offered his time free
for any cause, did so Jast
Wednesday Lo lead local far-
mers against Onlario Hydro's
land assembly here for ils
power corridor.

“I've pnever volunteered
before'’, David Coleman told
~oboutl 60 people at Ospringe
School when he offered to
chair tonmight’'s (Wed-
nesday’s) meeting at the
same place al B:30 p.m.
Fiftcen people indicated they
would come to talk about
sharing the newly-formed
Halten Hills' group’s lawyer
in expropriolion hearings and
funding.

The Ospringe School meet-
ings mean that ancther group
of area residents joined what
appears lo be an Ioterested
Citizens Group (ICG)
stalegy to turn the proposed
Bradley-Geergetown  hydro
corridor into an issue for the
next provincial election.

Up and down the route of
the proposed 500,000 watl line,
the ICG is helping local
groups unite. At Stewarllown
two woeeks ago, al Durham's
hearings later this month,
and soon, too. in East Luther,

the ICG offers su

Reford Gardhouse, of
Milton, who heads the Halton
Hills' group, welcomed the
Ospringe people to share the
services of lawyer Dlck
Howitt, of Georgetown, al ¢x-
propriation hearings. Both
he, and Mr. Howill, however,

insisted that there be a group

in the Ospringe area.

Last Wednesday's meeting
was called to Inform citizens
of the steps Onlario Hydro
usually takes In its land ac-
quisitions. For this purpose
ICG chairman Bill Mann in-
vited Mr. Howitt and Durham
lawyer Peter Fallis. Both
men had already talked to the
Halton Hills' group at
Stewartiown.

On what todo about Onlario
Hydro and its expropriation
notices, the advice was—
delay.

“Delay is what's needed

because somewhere down the -

fine is an election™, Mr. Fallis
said.

“The more fime youcan gel
us, the more chance we have
of getting the corridor out”,
Mr. Mann said.

All three men advised area
farmers to file for a hearing

e

gr

as soon as lhey recelve
notices from the public
uttlity. **You must file an ob-
jection within 30 days. With-
out a notice, no inc&uiry is
held', Mr. Fallis said.

Concerning Ontario
Hydro's attempts to survey
farmers’ land, Mr. Fallis in-
formed the group thal sur-
veyars must have identifica-
tion. “You can't interfere
with them. There's not merit,
though, in letting them on
your land to do work now.
Hold out as long as possible™,
he said.

The Durham lawyer gzlso
advised residents not to sign
any documenis relating to
compensation. '"'You pro-
bably won'l get paid for a
long lime, and you'll prebably
find your neighbor has gone
lo the compensation board
and gotten more", Mr. Fallis
said.

Mr. Fallis invited listeners
to attend the three day hear-
ing of necesslly for Durham
farmers which starls June 28
at 11 a.m. in Durham District
High School.

Mr. Fallis, however, was
not optimistic about the
hearing's outcome. He

Act

described the inquiry officer,
F. L., Miller, of SL. Catharines
in these words: “We un
derstand he (Milley) has o
habit of rubber stamping
things that are presented to
him®'.

Even if Mr. Miller does not
run irue lo the form which
Mr. Fallis sels him to, there is
Ontario Energy Minister
Dennis Timbrell,

“we fear it {the hearing)
will be a charade and a farce
because Dennis Timbrell
says he’s [ed up with hearings
and says it {the line) |s going
ahend no matler whal the in-
quiry officer says™, Mr.
Fallis said. :

Mr. Howitt, who is also o
Halton Hills councillor, hopes
to make it two wins in b row
against Ontario Hydro. He
and another lawyer suc-
ceeded in the courts at getting
a route for a proposed power
corridor changed in the Chat-
ham area in 1573-74,

Basced on his Chalham
experience, Mr. Howill
detailed some of the ulility's
tactics in Jand acquisilion.
“{ince they gel info o©x-
propriation hearings, hydro
starts with elderly people,

who maoy not want to fight,
Then frequently they went Lo
people who don’t understand
English toc well. They'd
leave the tough cookies to the
end, to create the impression
that there are 30 cranks at the
centre kicking up a fuss™', Mr,
Howilt sald.

Hydro appears to have
divided the farmers along the
proposed route into three
groups. The north, Durham
and area, is sel for a hearing;
the south, Georgetown,
Milton and Acton area, is
receiving notices, but no date
for a hearing is yet set. The
middle is just starling to
receive notices.

Mr. Howitt said that the
division is a classic hydro
tactic. Hydro acquires land al
either end and works towards
the middie and the hearings
arc held at different times, he
siid,

The ICG, Mr. Mann said, is
not against hydro corridors.
The 1CG wants an ipdep-
endent, non-{ntaric Hydro
study of the alternatives of
taking pewer oul of the Bruce
nuclear generaling slation on
Lake Huron.

oups fight Hydro
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LAWYERS PETER FALLIS (left) and Dick Howitt spoke to about 60

area farmers at Ospringe Schoo! on Ontario Hydro's land acquisition
tactics, Area citizens are meeting tonight at 8.30 p.m. in the school to dis-
cuss what to do and funding.

Mr. Fallis said that the
nerth, too, wanis an in-
dependent inguiry because he
saidd power could be trans-
piarted along a utility corridor
which would shore the 66-Toot
wide Canadian National
Hailway line which passes
through Guelph and Fergus,

“It's not beyond enginecring
capabilities to bring power
that way"”, Mr. Fallis said.

The ICG proposed anolher
alternative of bringing the
nuclear-generated power to
the south at the Environ-
Board

mental  [learing

sesstons al Hillsburgh last
summer. The group main-
tained that Ontario Hydro can
use an existing 230,000 watl
corridor as a [irst line and
add a parallel 500,000 watt
line to Essa, near Lake
Simcoe where it can link with
major north-south route,

on Free Press
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Bill White, R.R. 2 East
Luther, asked for and

received ICG help in can
vassing people in his area.
Once a [ist of names is giver
to the [CG, Peggy Mann anc
Catherine ('Donnell will
start knocking on doors.
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FELECTRIC FIELDS exist under 500 kV lines, Ontario Hydro admits, but
round level and cannot normally be felt. Walter

claim they are low at

Inkis demonstrates a slight tingle can be felt whe

magnify electrical effects. -
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ldnext to a wire

fence under the 500 kV lines draws only a frown

from Walter Inkis.

n an umbrella is used to

Farming under 500 kV lines?

By H. Coles
The working press was in-
vited to Ontario Hydre's de-
monstration site at Essa,
near Barrie, last Friday and
this reporier allended Lo

watch demonstrations con-
ducted by Walter Inkis, a Hy-
dro devclopmenl engineer.

Demonstralions are de-
signed to duplicale. conditions
exptricnced by people work-

‘Concern’ for corridor

in report: MPP

The all-party Ontario Legislature's select committee on
hydro rates report will contain a statement on what is
termed **the continuing concern for the Bradley-Georgetown
power corridor”, MPP Julian Reed says.

Mr. Reed (L. Halton-Burlington) told about 60 Erin and
Ospringe arca farmers Wednesday at Ospringe School that
the statement will include other hydro corridors which are
not as far along as the 500,000 watt Bradley lo Georgetown

line.

Mr. Reed sal on the sclect committee.

The main thrust of the select commiltee’s repaorl fs
aimed at a 34 per cent rate increase nex{ year. The jump in
hydro rates is required by Ontario Hydro to cover expected

cosls.

. "It is an accomplishment Lo get this concern (for 'r,h::
hydro corridors) included in the main body of the report,

Mr. Reed said.

The MPP's remarks preceded a meeting called to
inform local residents of Ontario Hydro's land acquisition
taclies. Interested Citizens' Group chairman Bill Mann and
two lowyers who will be representing farmers at Durham
and Halton Hills’ expropriation hearings detarled the Crown

Corporation’s methods.

MacDonald says Reed
is too late for study

conlinued, when another

According to Donald €.
MacDonald, chairman of the
Hydro Select Committee,
Halton-Burlington MPP
Julian Reed was two months
late in asking for a report on
the Bradley to Georgetown
hydro corridor. MacDonzld
said Heed was injecling
politics in the issue when the
committee faced a deadiine
for reporting on May 31 and

"had unanimously decided It

wotild hear no further wil-
nesses because it had sub-
stantin] testimony on all
answers centrol to terms of
reference. '

Mr. Reed last week nccused

" lhe New Democratic Parly,

of which Mr. MacDonald is a
member, of taking one atti-
tude in public and another at
the Select commitiee on
Hydro Rates, when lwo of the
three NDP members of the
committee voted against an
independent study and o 55
tie vote was broken by the
chairman, Mr. MacDonald's
vote-—against the resolution.

Reed noted NDP leader
Stephen Lewis had made a

number of dramatic speeches
emphasizing his porly's
determination to [fight the
government on the question
of hydro corriders, and said
the NDP was Iwo-faced,

However, MacDonald in a
stalement issued this week,
safd it was not a policy malter
but the lateness of the resolu-
tion after the commillee
decided to hear no ([urther
testimony in order to meet
the May 31 deadline,

MacDonald said:

"“The Committee voled
down that resolution partly
becouse the issue was, al
best, peripheral to our terms
of relerence, but more im-

ortont, because we had
eard no testimony on the
question. The Commiltee felt,
quite rightly, that the inle-
grity of its reporl would be
questioned If It reporied on
guestions on which it had
heard no testimony. At this
late stage, it wos imposaible
to re-open hearings since Lhe
deadline for our report is
already past.

“Furthermore, MocDonald

member, James  Renwick,
suggested that the committee
should consider including an
addendum, acknowledging
Ileed's concern with the issue
of the Brodley-Georgetown
Corridor and voicing the
strong view that the planning
and routing of Hydro corri-
dots should be carried out
only with the fullest public
participation, Reed refused
this alternative at the firm in-
sistence of David Peterson
who, though not a member
sat ol his elbow during the
Committee's discussion of the
issue.

“1f Reed wanted, or was
going to insist that the
Committee should include the
Bradley-Georgetown  Corr-
idor in its report and recom-
mendations, the Jeast he
could have done wons so in-
form the Committee of his in-
tentions in early April, Now
that the hearings are over he
is trying to compensate for
his earller neglect by
bringing the lssue in at the
cleventh hour”, MacDonald
said. ‘

ing under high voltage lines,
with on emphasis on farming

operations, principally be-
cause of the concern in the
Jarming communily over the -

extra high vallage (EHV)
transmission lines such as
are proposed for the Bradley
to Georgetown hydro corri-
dor.

The four hour prograim in-
vited questions and there was
no doubt Ontario Hydro came
out smelling like the Rose of

[ Eﬁ.ﬂﬂ_

Demonstrations look place
directly under the only 500,000
kilowatl lines in Ontario and
Hydro officials, including en-
gineers and an *M.D. Dr.
Black, fielded questions from
skeptical reporters.

Dr. Black pricked ears up
when he told the press and TV
representalives he would
have no worry aboul living in
a house directly under the 500
KV hydrolines. 'I'm convine-
ed there is ne danger or gene
lic effects,”” he said,

He said Russian studies on
switchyard worhers indicat-
ing there were dangers Lo

~ health were unscientilic and

would not apply to exposure
under hydro lines, In fact, he
said one sludy done in the
United States seemed (o indi-
cate that electrical fields
such as were generated by
hydro lines helped bone
growth and the healing of
fractures. But, he said, these
conctusions were hypotheti-

cal znd he knew of no benefi- -

cial elfects,

One Ontario Hydro lineman
supervisor told the press he
has been working on hydro
lines since 1065, including
500 kV and he had experienc-
ed noill effects and his family
continued to grow, challeng-
ing stalements that exposure
lo electrical fields could
cause ill health and sterility.

Dr. Black said he had never
secn symploms yet {rom any
lineman which would indicate
they were affected by expo-
sure to hydre lines.

Demonstratlor Waller Inkis
alao made light of charges
that ozone manufactured by
hydro transmission corridors
could affect the atmosphere.
tle snid guantities were so
small there wae lrouble mea-
suring it. He proceeded with a
demonstralion to also show
that small devices containing
ozone were used to purify air
in office bulldings and homes.

Higher concentrations of
ozone are harmful, he said,
but government regulttions
ensure there 13 no generation
over eight parts per
100,000,000 parts of alr.

Corona fall-oul would also
be policed siriclly by Hydro,
offictals said, because it also
indicated loases to the system
‘which would decrease effi-
clency. “We try to keep it as
low as possible.”

Radio and TV reception?

Hydro kad a small, cheap
radioand a TV set in their de-
monstration hall directly un-
der the 500 kV lines (attached
to a 40 ool aerial) and de
monsirated there was little
inter{erence.

Most problems for people
near of under hydro lines,
they said, were attributable
to old aerials, damaged lead-
ins and old sets or (luorescent
lights, electric drills, skill
saws or other such apparatus.
Ninety per cent of such inter-
ference emanates from the
homes, Hydro claims. When
iiydro does encounter oulside
interference, men are despat-
ched to find out where it ori-
ginates and clear it up.

Static on radio and T.V.
interference mainly originate
from weak sialions, espec-
ially on rainy days. Problems
also muitiply on old lines
where technical expertise has
not been updaled.

Asked why Hydro had no
cattle under the lines (o test
whether there were any gene-
tic effects, Mr. Inkis said it
had been considered but be-
cause of financinl cutbacks
was nol feasible, Told there
was much concern especially
from Bruce County caltle
[armers, Hydro officials indi-
cated they would do so at
some time in the {uture when
the financial situation was
better.

Is it safe to ride horses un-
der high voltage electrical
lines? According lo Ontorio
Hydro it is sale and if there
are problems they can be cor-
rected by using a semi-con-
duetor type of insulatlon un-
der a saddle. Charges have
been made by Halton Hills
farmers that any metallic
items in tack (bits, buckles,
elc.) will pick up an eleclrical
charge which moy give the
horse a severe electrical
shock, causing unpredictable
aclions the horse.

It is also claimed voltage
build-up in the ground near
lines may also caucd a cur-
rent to flow between the front
and rear legs of o horse, be-
tween a rider and horse when

-rider is mounting or handling.

Riders have been cautioned
nol to allew their horses lo
louch any ungrounded metal-
lic objcets such as & car, ma-
chine or fence because under
ceriain sels of conditions the
horse could become elecltro-
culed.

Ontarie Hydro says riding
harses under 230 kV lines has
never shown any ill-effects
either for horse or riders but
ng demonstrations were
made, o

Also nsked about a nolariz-
ed statement of an experience
of 8 Mount Forest farmer un-
der a 230 kV tranamlission
line, where contact belween'a
stee] bar and a tractor hitch

produced a blue flash similar
to that of an arc welder of ap-
proximately - two seconds
duration and burnt through
the rust exposing shiny me-
tal, Mr. Inkis sald they had
tried to simulate the condl-
tions described but with no
SUCCess.

Elmer Echlin, the farmer,
swore that on June 29, 1975, at
about 10 a.m. he approached
his [orage harvesler, which
had been parked under the
230 kV line overnight. He said
the Lractor was unhitched and
the forage harvester was
resting an its jackstand, un-
der which was a plece of
wood. Equipped with two rub-
ber tires, it was insulated but
being suspicious of the ma-
chire having picked up a
charge he took a half-inch by
two oot steel bar and stand-
ing a few feet away threw il in
stich a manner it struck the
ground and [ell agrinst the
rear hitch of the machine.
That precipitated the blue
flash of two seconds.

He said that he feels if he
had not laken this precaution
he would not be aolive today.
He swore the notarized state-

ment ot Mount Forest on~

March 3, 1976.

Mr. Inkis said he was fami-
liar with the nolarized siate-
ment but they could not re-
peat it and get a charge al the

demonstration cenlre. He of--

fered no other. explanation,

Demonstrations shown to
the press included those with
various lypes of farm fences
under the line, to illustrate
that the fences drain statlc
charges through metal or
wood posts or contacls with
the ground or grass. Gener-
olly, Hydro claimg, the resi-
duni voltage and current in
f[ences ia less than that avail-
able from a small (lashlight
battery. _

Vehicles were under the
lines including a farm tractor

to show that under some ¢ir-
cumstances a charge con

build up on the vehleles if en-
Urely void of any grounding
contact. Normally, Hydro
says, any charge would be
drained through tires, a plow
in contact with ground, or
through chains.

Hydro warns agalinst re
fuelling vehicles under hydro
lines although the demonstra-
tlon with gasctine {llustrated
the difficulty of ignlting fuel
directly under the lines.

Demonstrations with farm
buildings, including metal
covered, showed they are
grounded through -electrical
service, plumbing, the frame
or conlecl with the ground.
Induced charges caused by
the clecirical effects from
iransmisslon lines can occur
inside non-metallic buildings
but Hydro says usually they
are small, less than those
produced by air circulation.

hydro demonstrates at Essa Fri.

Demonstrations also show
methods of grounding troughs
which may cause animals to
pick up annoying charges.

Moat af the charges felt by
reporters in tHe simulated
farm scene were just tingles
and Ontaric Hydro claimed
that's all that would be felt
when farmers operated under
the tines. Most efiects were
annoying rather than hazar-
dous bul reporters, including
this one, were nol anxious to
move under hydro lines.

Walter Inkis says concern
aboul EHV lines stems {rom
fear of the unknown.

The demonsiration centre
located across the road from
the Essa transformer station,
key point on Hydro's 500 kV
transmission link of hydro-
electric stations in the James
Bay watershed with the Tor-
onto area, is designed to allay
concerns and groups are in-
vited. Any groups interested
in viewing the demonsira-
tions should contact BMr. Jim
Dunn,” Ontario Hydro, 700
University Avenue, Room H8
Bl, Torento, Ontario, M5G
1X6, or phone collect (416)
592-3957. !

TRYING TO light gaso-
line with an electric
spark under 500 KV

es is Walter Inkis. He
says it can he done but
on under extra-
ordinary conditions.
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