Show of hands signals RC approeach for School

Separate School Board
officials can starl talks with
the Board of Education,
knowing they have the
backing of some Roman
Catholics to lease the Old
Stone school house for classes
slarting a year from next
Septernber.

If negotiations belween the
two Halten hoards go as
. smoothly as they have so far,
Acton's first Homan Catholic
public schoel may open in
1977 with kindergarten lo
grade six, CHIl Byrnes,
separate schoo! director of
education told Jast ‘Thurs-
day’s meeting in St Joseph's
Church hasement.

"I iStone Schoold would be
teased, assuming everything
goes well”, Mr. Byrnes snoid.
“1 doubt il there'd be grade
sevens'', he said.

Aller the hrst year, the
next grade ceuld be added,
and then another, Mr. Byrnes
said,

Fxploratory

To date talks between the
separate and public school
boards have been exploratory
in nature, Mr. Byrnes said.
No commitments have been
made by either side, he ad-
ded.

The new school—the name
St. Joseph's was suggested by
i parent—will have ils own
principal and stafi. The
schoul would share the sile
and same facilities of Robert
Little public school, Mr.
Byrnes said.

The meeling was called so
that the separate hoard of-
ficials could pauge support
for a separate scheol in lown.

Twenty-six  parents  from

One Hundred and First Year—No,

Avion, Speyside and area
attended the mecting. Some
saitd their children go tlo
schoals it Miltonp and Guelph,
Hands

A brief show of hands by the
parents gave board officials a
preen light to continue dis-
cussions—but with the gim of

“opening a school. No one

spoke ogainst the idea.

“"Now that we've had an
indication, we'd like you (o
spread the word”, separate
school board chairman Hart-
ley Sherk said.

A survey of Acton and area
carried out in April of tast
year, indicated thot there are
about 150 school age children
available for a separate
school, Mr. Byrnes said.
There wdre also aboul 40
children of pre-school age in
the community according to

the survey.

The new high school, on
Churchill Road N., and Lhe
separate school may open at
the same lime. The present
high schoel will become a
middle school which will ab-
sorb some of the public school
grades, The shift in student
population will make room
for a separate school.

Separate school officials
toured Acton’s high school
and public schools earlier this
year. ''l was quite impressed
with the structurc of the Stone
School house", Mr. Byrnes
said, The four class rooms
and shop will undergo some
renovation if the project goes
forward, he said.

Gym

*'1 can sce noe problem with
time tabling intp the gym™,
Mr. Byrnes said. He said the

board would buy shop and
home economic lessons, Mr.
Sherk said thal home econ-
omics 18 o course which is not
available in Georgelown.

Mr. Byrnes said the separ-
ate school board may use the
Stone School for three or four
years. The separale school
board choirman said that if
the public board needed the
return of the Stene Schogl, the
separate beard would look for
some advance notice logive it
time {o relocate the oper-
ation.

The board’s revious
meetings with local parenis
have discussed the construe-
tion of a new building for a

separate school, but that is
not possible under the present
restraint conditions, officials

samd.

“1f a new (schoal) building

program comes in, we would
wani o be part of ", Mr.
Blyrnes said. The board is
looking at a site south of
Highway 7 vn Churchill Road,
he sald.

Provided

Transporlation for pupils
living in the Speyside area
would be provided 1o the
separale school, Mr. Byrnes
said,

Public schoel supporiers
who thay direet their tax
dellars info the separate
school system “shouldn't pay
more than publice”, Mr.
Bvrones said. For the past
decade the taxes for the (wo
Hallon school beards have
been aboul equal, he said.

A lady said that at the last
meeting Lthere had been some
oppisition 1o the idea of a
separate school in Acton. Mr,

Byrnes said that last Thurs-
day's meeting was called
aboul supporting the idea.

" People left their addresses
for offlicizls. Five parents
sald they'd be willing to form
a committee to keep the com-
munity informed of further
developments.

Halton Hills has one repre-
sentative on the school board,
Mr. Byrnes said. Last Sept-
ember there wete 14 repre-
sentatives supported by
200,000 peaple. Milton also
has one representative.

Priority in teacher hiring
would be given lo Roman
Catholics, Mr. Byrnes said,
He said, however, that there
has been a shortage of RC
teachers and if one is not
available for a position, the
hoard would hire frem the
ouiside,
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geography teacher Har-

old Mahatoo, second from right, checks over
some of the traffic stats gathered by studenis
during a three day survey of the downtown area.
Standing with their teacher are Rick Van Fleel,
Laurie Pierce, Henry Roke, Kent Nielsen, Brad

R C entre rvo lunteers try

Mother dies
at Speyside

A 28-vear-old mother from
R.IL. 5. Belwood tnorth of
Fergus! was killed il noon
Tuesday in o slngle car acci-
dent on Highway 25 near
Speyside. The victhn wos
nlone.

Millon OPE sald Mrs. Don-
na Hutcher was driving
southbound when her 1975
Honda Civie went out of cun-
trol into a diteh and struck =
iree. The car.was seriously
damaged. '

An ambulance crew rushed
the woman to Milten District
Hospltul shortly after the
12.45 p.m. accident, bul n
hospital spekesman sald the
woman was dead on arrival.

The OPP sald Mrs. Bultcher
Is survived by her hushand
and an (1-muenth-old child,

Count down

Census Canada forms came
inlo the post office steadily
yesterday, the day they were
to be returned. Postlmaster
Gord McKeown said 2169 kils
were distributed lo house
holders in Acton.

Community Centlre
volunteers chose to take steps
in setling up a bleck parcnl
program in town and also to
help high schoal students line
up summer jobs. _

Both projecls reguire
volunteers to gel started, but
once underway require Jittle
supervision. This feature
made the projects idea for the
summer, until the volunteers
receive more formal lraining
which is slated for next [all

Ten volunteers attended the
meeting Jast Wednesday in
the Y huilding an Mill Street,

Buchanan and David Marcoux. Thirty-one stu-
dents counted up parking spaces and pede-
strians. The students were from Mr. Mahatoo's

and Keith Black's classes. The town was split in-
to 15 sections for the study.

Proleet

It was felt that the block
parent program, which offers
prolection {o children, is
needed because, as one lady
put it there are “so many
working parents’’. Brian
Skerrett, who chaired the
meeling, agreed.

Block parents open their
doors Lo children needing help
during emergencies such as
atlacks by wvicious dogs,
strangers, illness or acci-
denls.

Children jdentify homes
which subscribe Lo the

Spring gardening but
the crop was wrong

Spring  planting  jusi
brought trouble to one Acton
man. He was apprehended by
Acton pulice while planting 25
marijuana plants on property
south of 22 sideroad cast of
the third bne,

As well as the 25 marijuana
plants in pots there he bd 11
plunls in pots at his home in
lown and was in possession of

il quarler pound of processed
marijuana.

He was charged with
possession and also with cult-
waling, which is more serious
than a charge of possession,

The charges were faid Moy
M),

The some day another
Acton man was charged afler
a small quantity of marijuana
wits found in his vehicle,

No storm sewers

or Ca

. Town plans to install storm
sewers, curbs and gutters on
Cameron Street have gone
down the drain and Halton re-
gion is going to procecd with
paving of the street

The town had planned to in-
stall storm sewers lo solve
the drainage problems on
Cameren Street but that idea
has al leas! temporarily been

scrapped,

Heardmore has  informed
the town they won't allow any
mare storm sewer waler to be
dumped in Fairy Lake with-
tut their permission since the
tannery owns the lake.

Before going into a behind
closed doors session to deal
with the problem Halton Hills
works commitiee revealed
Monday the lown will proceed
o seek permission {from

meron St.

Beardmore but doesn't hold
oul much hope lor having its
reguest granted,

Theré may be another solu-
tion to the problem, it was
suggesled gl the meeling. A
lot of Lhe water which s flood-
ing basemenis on Cameron
Street comes down from Mill
Streel soif Cameron is resur-
foced with a tilt on it the
waler might instead [flow
tdown BMill Street.

two summer projects

program because owners
hang a special sign in a door
or sireet level window.

Places such as George-
town, London, Hamillon and
recently Toronto have the
program, Mr. Skerreltl sajd.

Parents who join the pro-
gram underteke to phone
police if a child is molested,
or the parents if it is a case of
injury. '

Flght

Block parenis do not give
food, render first aid or pro-
vide toilet facililies to chil-
dren. If a [light is taking
place, the police should be
phoned.

“The only thing that is a
hgther thatl 've heard about,
is people forgetling to remove
the sign when they're not to
be hothered,'"” Mr. Skerrett
said.

Lonnie Harkins of Rose
mary Rd. is arranging with
Guelph City Police for an
offtcer toshow a lilm on block
parents in town.

High school students
searching for summer em-
ployment this summer will be
able to check job listings on a
butletin board in front of the
Y building. If a jJob descrip-
lion takes their eye, they can
enquire about details inside.

Job
If they like the job, a
wtudent can then find oul the

Alime and wages from the

person offering il

The Centre's role is that of
job-matcher, 1t helps lo put
job seekers in contact with
prospective employers. ‘

“We should make it clear
thal the service is just han-
ding out names," Judy
McLin, Centre co-ordinator,
said.

Mr. Skerrctl, who is an AHS
guidance teacher, waid he'd
tell the studenis abeul the
idea.

Another iden which Mr.
Skerrett will put to several
studenis |8 that of making
money from collecting recy-
cloble material. From there
on in it's up lo the kids.
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Water rates in Acton could
be increased by more than
double to offset o $300,000
program Lix correct
deficiencivs in the sysiem and
curry on proper preventative
measures, according lo
Regional Treasurer Don
Farmer.

“Our public works people
realize Acton has  serious
deliciencies and thot a ¢o-
ordinated preventative
maintenance operation is

needed not a hit and miss

approach,””  he told” the
legion's administration
commiltec Wednesday.

Mr. Farmer is forecasting
a $30,000 deficit in 1976 for
Acton. He explained that
water rates in Acton had not

- heen adjusted since 1964 and

while they are close to the
rates paid in Burlington they
are for below those paid in
Oakville,

Major works

Mr. Farmer said that
major works an the Acton
system had been deferred
indefinitely because of the
inability to pay under the
carrent rale structure.

He told the committee the
rates had nol been adjusted
since lhe region look over
because i major analysis of
waler rates in the region wis
underway. Rale increases
were pul off until after that
report is tabled later this
meonth.

Members of the commitlee
were  sceptical  of  the
treasurer's report . and
suggested the report before
them and the one 1o come,
were designed to help sell
equalized assessment.

Oakville Councillor Carl
Eriksen said  equalized
assessment would mean Oak-
ville and Hurlington would
have 10 pay B0 or % per cenl
of what Acton had neglected.

Councillor Jim Walson
suggested rates in Acton
should be increased 1o ofiset
the cost of the work that has
10 be done. He wondered why

-

[ o B

the rate had been stable since
1964 if work had 1o be done.

Oakville Mayor Harry
Barretd said Lhat all the study

Cooper
resigns

John  Cooper, Recreation
Co-ordinator for Wards 1 and

2 is leaving Halten 1S to
work for the City of Bramp-

lon.

His resignation is effective
June H, ]

Mr. Cooper came to Halton
Hills in January 1975, from
Etobicoke Parks and Hecrea-
tian Department,

He will become progrom
supervisor for the Bramalea
ACCiL,

o water rales is lor Is ta
justify equidized assessment.

tiuestions need
He questioned the need for
that much work to be done.
“When the region takes over,
cosls spiral and spiral. Acton
wouldn't face this if we hadn't
gone regional.

“It"s an attitlude that
prevails up here, full steam
aghead at any cost. Would
Acton do this work? Do they
octually need it? The desire

of enginecrs is often greater *

than the need of arca
residents,” he said,

He suid the region was
using the water system as a
way 1o sell regional govern:
ment, He said the region
seems lo be saying “*you can't
afford te bring it up to date so
we'll bail you out.”™

14976 hudgel

The  discussion  was
iriggered when the treasurer
tabled a copy of the waler
warks budget for 1976, The
waler works  system @S
generally considered self
liquidating and for that
reason il is nol considered
along with the other budgels.

This year the region is
budgeting for a revenue of
£4,185,803 and an expenditure
of $4.159548: A surplus of
$1,121,386 is being corried into
the year and projected sur-
plus of $1,347,671 is shown for
the end of the year for the
entite region.

With the exception of Acton
all areas will have a surplus.

Power off 40 minutes

Power was off for 40 min-
ules in several areas of town
on Surday as the resoll of
breaker failure in sub-station
number one, aceording to
Hydro Commission chairman
Wilf McEachern,

Sub-station numhber one 18

located in {front of the Free
Press office.

All of the Lakeview subdiv-
ision, Main St. from Church
S1. in the south lo the fown
limits in the north, parts of
Kingham Hill subdivision and
several other sireels were
without power.
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TAMMY DUNN was one of 96

people who purchased bike licenses Satur-

dav afternoon. The special hours were arranged by volunteers Cons.
To?n Roduck and Pop Main. Tammy attends Robert Lﬂtle and is 11.

SHOWING OFF her stylish blue and white socks
is AHS student Judy Krul. She was one of several
models during a fashion display that featured

Dominion Simplicity Patterns last Frida
100 girls took 1n the hour-long show in ¢

. About
e gym.

More pictures on Youth Page.

Middle

school

due in Sept.

The concept of a middle school for Acton will be the sub-
ject of o discussion at a public meeting being held Monday,
June7 at.7:30 p.m. at the high school.

When the new high school is built and oceupied in Sep-
lember, the old high school will house grade seven and eight
students from both the Robert Little and M. .Z. Bennett
schools, The public schools will then only contain the grades

from kindergarten to six.

Taking part in the program will be ward 1 trustee Tom
Watson; Keith Craig, the executive assistant to the director
of the Board of Education and Dean Fink, high achool prinei-

pal.

The principal, some parents and studénts, will be here

frotn Centennial Middle school, Georgetown. They will chat
with Acton parents during a time set aside for informal dis-

cussions,

Decoration
program Sun.

The annual Decoration Day
service will take place this
Sunday afternogn, followed
by a parade through town at
2.30 p.m.
Band wilt lead marching
participants from Fellow Si.
to Fatrview cemetery, where
the interdenominational
service will be held.

Clergymen  parlicipating
will be the Rev. A, H. McKen-
zie. the Rev. James Me-
Fadden and the Rev. Charles
Beaton. The Legion Choral-
ters will lead the singing.

Legion members and those
from participating groups
will plant geraniums on the
graves of former members
aflterward.

to stay

The tate of the land on Mill
E. known as Leishman Park
went a step further on Mon-
day night at the administ-
ration meeling of Halton Hills
counctl.

The ward 1 and 2 recrealion
advisory commiltee rec-
omtendation was approved
in principle by both recrea-
tion director Glen Gray and
the members of the comm-
ilee, "

They recommend that in
the event the land on Mlill

Acton Cilizens' .

Usually families and
friends have visited the ceme-
teries before the service,

- planting Mowers and placing

wreaths and bouquets. How-
ever this can also be done
after the service. The band
plays while the graves are
decorated after the shorl pro-
gram.

There is plenty of room for
parking at the cemelery,
which 1s reached off Cobble-
hill Rd. Many people bring
their lawn chairs although
some chairs ore provided.

(zraves at Fairview, St. Jo-
seph's cemetery and the Fi-
oncer cemetery will have
geraniums planted {or Sun-

day.

Agree money

here

Street East in the former
Town of Acton known as
Leishman Park is sold (or the
development of houses rather
than used for park land, the
monies received for the sale
of said property be allocated
for the development of park
and recreation facilities in
Ward 1 only.

A pelition had bheen
received [rom necarby res-
idents asking that the vacant
properly remain as passive
park.

Garbage pick-up

is twice

Garbage will be picked up
twice a week during the sum-
mer months beginning this
week by the Halton Hills
works department.

This will be in effect until
October 1, the same a8 last
summier, a spokesman for the
department snid.

Refuse normally picked up
on Mondoys will be taken on
Monday and Thursday. For

a week

Tuesday pick-up, summer
collection will be Tuesday
and Fridoy. ‘

The Free Press and the
works department have re
ctived numerous calls re
garding the garbage da
dates. The Hallon Hills ad-
verlisement In last week's
Free Prcss gave the wrong
day, resulting In wet, scatter-
ed garbage being left out all
night in some paris of town.




