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DONALD MacDonald makes a point for Halton-Burlington NDP
candidate Bill Johnson and the audience at Georgetown high school

cafetorium.

‘Gray disagrees
with MacDonald

Halton-Burlington Progres-
sive Conservative candidate
George Gray found remarks
by NDP agriculture and food
eritic Donald MacDonald at
Georgetown last Wednesday
hard to stomach, and lhe
alarming aspects of MacDon-
ald's speech hard 10 grasp, in
view of developments in the
(1eld of agriculture,

Grav said he attended the
meeting because he respect-
et MacDonald's opinions on
agricuflure but he dishked
“seare taclies™ such as the
speaker used Wednesday
Georgelown high school. ™l
feel the Ontarie Government
has done a gowd job with
agricudture in Ontario.” Gray
said. He disagrees with tac-
ljes  that  suggest that of
agricultural land is not frozen
land wil! be used up for other
purposes.

Asked by this newspaper
fur his views, Gray said he
graduated from the Ontario
Agricultural College 20 years
ago and he recalls pgradustes
were told then there would be
a world shortage of food and
farming would be the ideal
veeupation lo get inle.

“I'm still waiting for it 1o
happen, ™ he savs.

shortages of food? 171 be-
Fieve 3t when I see it,” he
5AYS.

MacDonald's speech seems
te forgel the 70 percent in
¢rease in production on Ont-
ario farms in the last 15
vears. He said we would need
A 70 percent inerease in farm
production by 1985, “Farmers
wnuld easily do i, given the
chance,”” Grav maintains.

As chairman of the Ontarin
Turkey Board and an active
farmer, Gray said turkey
larmers are operaling at only
65 percent of capacity. People
col only nine and a half
pounds of turkey per capila,
so there’'s no sense in produe-
ing any more. The same i1s
Irue 10 the chicken and egg
industries where farmers are
restrieted Lo 85 and 60 percent
capacity because of the limit-
rd demand. : :

PPoliticians like MacDonald
are nol 1aking intn account
the fatling hirth rate, birth
control programs in India,
China and Pakistan, Gray
states, suggesting the world
may be approaching  zero
population growlh which
would mean much less de-
mand for food.

Hle alsa said the lalest DHg-
ures for Onlaria’s population
projeclion in the year 2000
were 11,300,000, not lhe 12
million Macbonald predict-
¢d. The population inerease
will come from immigration
not the birthrale and that

trend could be slowed down
hy the economic downtrend
which Gray does nol expecl 1o
improve substantially for se-
veral years,

He said immigrants now
find other paris of the world.
more attractive than Canada
or Ontario and this could also
have a bearing on this pro-
vince's population.

The PC ecandidate said he
ditd not want to getl involved in
the argument over how many
acres were poing oul  of
production because he felt
Agriculture Minister Bill
Newmian was arguing that
vilue of growing crops had
improved the situation. Vi-
able farmers are renting land
speculators hold and putting
the fand buck into production,
because il 15 now profitable to
do s0

{rray pointed to the US
farm cconomy as an example
where they can produce and
sell at less cost than Ontario
or Canadian farmers hecause
they have a subsidy system
which is two and a half times
that in effect in Canada.

One of the most serious

inequities he sees is that be-

tween Canada and the U.S. on
tarif(s. He says the federal
povernment is lrading off
apricultural tarilfs to get an
advaniage with manufactur-
edd goods and this has a dis-
astrous  effect on farmers
when products from the US,
such s hot house cucumbers,
and tlomatpes, 10 naat e bwo,
are dumped on the Canadian
markel.

Tarif{s on beef inlo the
States are higher than ours,
Gray says, enabhing the US,
farmers 1o sell their beel
cheaper here than Candians
can sell in the US, - ‘

“We can't build a viable

- agricullure industry here il

we are continually threatened
hy cheap mports,” Gray
satd, "We have o prolect
purselves.” He advocated
eguilized rather than high
tarilfs to protect Canadians.
Gray sad the auto pacl was
a good example of whal he
was atming at. I he [elt the
advantage in bolh muanufac-
luring and food should be
erpualized s0 no one country
henefitted at the expense of
another, .
(:ray also said he agreed
with  Agricultural  Minister
Newman (hatl offictal plans
and zoning hy-laws were ade-
quale to controt agricultural

land rather than the freeze”

advocaied by MacDonald.
The freeze, he maintained,
would omly hateh  another
body 10 control it, adding fur-
ther 1o government bureaw-
cracy.

MacDonald's  remarks
abotn! big chain stores and
their monopolization of food
production did not disiurb
Mr. Grav. He said lhe big
chains had grown because
thev packaged and presented
their products better than
anyane else and this was the
key 1o their success. (n the
olther hand, he noted small
merchanls can also prosper il
they have good business acu-

George Gray

men. Many small merchants
also left the business world Lo
find - jubs in industry  with
fewer hours and betler pay,
he says, accounting for the
dechne.

CGrray also fell the NDP's
agriculture eritic had not tak-
en nto account the immin-
ence of synthetic foods on the
market mide from soybeans,
rape and- various other pro-
i supplivs.

He noted whereas it took
five pousds of grain to make
one pound of beel and (wo lo
Lhree pounds for 2ne pound of
chicken or turkey, »f wis a
pound for o pound ratio with
synthetics amnd 1they  woula
st he an the market,

Theré' i be it reatdy markel
for grain bul i could mean a
(ifference in the expansion or
deckine of the livestock mar-
Ket.

Synthetie foods have been
iried such as adding soybean
lo hamburg and found to be
pouxl, There may be a relue-
tance 1o buy at first bul the
price faclor will influence the
market because 0 will be
cheaper, Gray coneluded.

Truck, car

A tolal of $1.500 in damuages
occurred May 22 when a truck
driven by Arnold Tevsink,
Orton, was in collision with a
parked car owned by Hobert
(zibson, 40 Kingham Rd,
Halton Regional Police say.
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NDP agricultural critic:

Must reclaim 2 million acres
to feed Ontario by year 2,000

Ontario must reclaim [ens
of thousands of neres of agri-
cultural tand developers are
not sitling on if the province is
lo meel its own growing food
demands, NDP Agriculiure
and Food critic Donald €.
Macdonald told a sparse au-
dience at the Georgetown
high school cafetorium last
Wednesday night.

MacDonald  said  good
agricultural land is being
used up by a few people Living
on huge tracts. Untotd num-
bers of acres are also beinp
gobbled up by  highways,
hydro corridars and develop-
ments. 1| something  isn'l
tlone soon, Ontario— basically
an  agricultural  provinee--
will be producing only two or
three magor praducts to meet
its own needs by 1905,

A study has shown, Mae-
Donald said, that by the year
2,060 AD 60 per cenl of On
tario’s food will have to be
imported to meet the needs of
a population projected ot 12
millinn people.

AlacDonald appealed 1o lis-
lepers 1o realize  facming”
incomes hid dropped drasti-
cally in the last three vears
and if sormethning was not done
suan to stabilize 1l, farmers
would leave agriculture in in-
creasing numbers.

Twenty yoears apgo, Mac-
Donald said, of every dollar
spent on food, 60 cents wenl o
lhe farmer. During the last
twenty  years lhe farmers
share of the food dollir has
dropped to 35 cents allhough
he acknowledged i1 might e
up to 40 cents at this time. But
thal's the [armers’ gross
income al the [aem gate.

A larmer’s nel  incotne,
after costs of production are
sublracled, would amount 1o
only B - 10 cents of the dellar
on food he - produced, Mac-
Donald claimed. Hecause
agricullure has beeome  so
unattractive, farmers are
leaving 10 driwves.

“Sumee 196G, over S0 per
cent of the farmers working
the land, have lefl il,” the
NBP agriculture eribie sid.
And of those who are still
around, about half are anly
parl-time farsners who work
at other industries 1o supphe-

menl their income,

"They can't make enough
money from farming alone,”
the speaker claimed.

In his opinion, the Ontario
Government was shirking its
responsibility  to the farm
community behind a smoke
sereen of rhetorie. 1o back
his points MacDonald took
the figures Minister of
Agricullure Bill Newman wis
using to rebut the conlentions
of the NDP that 46 acres of
land 15 going oul of production
every hour of the day.

Mr. Newman now cluims
that rather than 26 acres per
hour going oul of production
G4 aeres of land are being
brought baick into production,
encouraged by the beller
cconomic  climate for [lar-
mers. However, the speaker
said, the Newman fipgtres are
suspect and open 1o gquestlon
NI Nures of 26 acres an
hour came, incidestally, he
said, from the anaual brief of
the Ontarie  Federalion of
Agricullure. Maclonald said
the OFA brief urged the
Governmenl 1o lake aclion
hecause all the hest land n
Ontario would be under con-
erele in 30 years if they
didn’t,

MacDonalid sand the Mini-
ster of Agricullure was trying
te lull prople intn believing
the  situation  wis not o S0
urgent as both the Federation
of Apricullure or the NDP
beheve. He is preachmg con-
cern but net alarm, the
speaker said- -and 10 dis-
iurbs e, We sl recog-
mie the serious problem and
ey something abont 117

AacDonald said Newman's
hipures were basetd on the
Coaniedie Land Inventory and
assessment [gares anll oo
real  delmilmn of  what s
proniang? or the class of land
beelng used s avanlabile. So
they wore shispect

The speaker sad that we
need ane aere per person o
[eeeed the people in Ontacio and
with i projected population of
12 mullion by the yeasr 20
Al Ontano will peed 12
rllien ierves of prime farm
laml i feed the 12 million
penple. Now,  MacDonald
sated, all Lhat is available 15 2

Predicts farm costs

are bound

“Farm costs are poing o
rise because of the wil price
inereases,”” Gardon  BLll,
President- of the Ontiario
Federanion of  Agricoliure,
saitd tklay, “"The almosl six
cents a pgallon inerease i ol
prices will affect costs at
every stage in the fond chain
and will cesult in higher foxd
costy.”
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to rise

Mro Hill explianed, “The
costs of all {farm mputs will
increase. Por example, the
chemical fertilizer indusiry (s
a Lrpe user of fuel “Macha-
ey colnpanies’ costs and
prives will inerease due 1o
high transparlation cesls.
The wapes of those making
farm inpuls will rise due to
thetr own added Tiving costs”

little over 10 million acres of
prime land—which leaves the
province two million acres
short,

To solve the “alarming”
problem, MacDonald
suggested there should be a
two barrelled approach—
ensure land now in production
is kepl that way and (2) re-
claim another two million
acres which have been lost.

Unless that is done by the
year 2,000, Ontarin will be
imporling 60 per cent of s
food needs, MacDonald
warned.

The speaker said the
Government has refused to
recognize the problem. "All
Lhal government policy offers
by way of samelhing more 1o
protect foodlands is the con-
tention that the amount of
land used for urban growth
should be  constrained by
zoning.

“Bul thalt’s  whisl we've
always done, and it iy
pitently inadequate,”” Mac-
Donald said, suggesting i
wias weary old political
rhetoric about respecting
rural and local aulonomy.

Instead, the speaker said
thee Governmenl should pay
heed Lo organizations such os
the Onlario  Associalion ol
Hurai Municipalities and the
Chntario Institute of Agrolo-
gisls which urges the Pro-
vince to subject any applica-
tion lo use prime farm land
for any other purpose o
review by all the normal
planning  badies, up 1o the
provincial planning  author-
ities, with a final appeal 1o &
previneisl Land Tribunal, o
make a binding decision.

FHlowever, MacDonald says
the 1°C Government and the
Laberals have boath dismissed
these “urgent pleas™ as being
i freeze’” even though o
would e accompanied by
wachinery lo consider legily-
neite exceptinons,

OUnlario Federation of Agri-
cullure Presidemt Gordon Hill
predicted, 1 see a continuesd
Flow of farmland out of
agricubture . . . lhe govern-
ment refuses to pive agricul-
ture @ high priority,”  the
speaker nntetd.

Calling preservation of
farm land a “frecze’” leaves o
lalse pnpression,”” MacDon.
ald claimed. “'It's no strait-
Jucke!,™ he said, stating his
party wants o aller an atti-
lle which has hecome a
fundamentalist  approach -
that apricoitural Jand can
just st there until someone
withls to use it for any other
PIlI‘]HIH[‘

“We'll have no farm land
lefl in 16 years unless we
change our approach,”” Mae-
Domald thundered

The speaker suggested
Queen's Park should lake a
leal (rom the British Colum-
bia Ffarm income slabilization
plan in which W per cent of
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BC farmers voluntarily en-
rolled. He said it insured the
farmer for poor years and
cost for the plan were equally
shared in one-third premiums
by the farmer, province and
{federal government. He said
the plan negotiated on each
commadity ecach year to
cover production and get a
fair return for the farmer,
and also covered up. defi-
ciencies in poor years.

MacDonald said the NDP
was in'the forefront of many
far-sighted agriceltural pro-
grams and he predicted the
entire country would soon
follow suil with the BC stabi-
lizalion program.

“We are told ot is an in-
[ringement of free enler:
prise,” he said, “and would
bankrupl the province' but
noted that the Secial Credit
government of BC, which is
about as free enlerprise
ariented as a government can
get, has relained it

The speaker ulso spoke
glowingly of NDP programs
in Manitoba where farm land
is sold by a father 1o a land
bank with the vnderstanding
i would be leased back to his
sen. In this manner the far-
mer has a pension and the san
can stay on the farm withoul
a huge capital deht.

He pointed out that o
Onlario a  farmer pays
property lax on the lools of
his trade, a facl one didn’t
find in lown or city. The bur-
den beecame so great Queen's
I*ark first decided to rebate
25 poer cent and inereased i o
50 per cenl.

“In 1962 the NDP? drafied
an agricullural policy calling
for & complete exemplion of
farmy land from property
tax,” MacBonald said, bt
the Government has just now
set up a commission to study
e proposal.

The [ood industry is the lar-
gest industry in Canada bhut
faurmers represents less Lhan
20 per cent of those invoived.
There is a “growing horde” of
middlemen {rom the farm
gate to the check-oul counters
nibbling away ut profits until
there is little left for the far.
tner, the speaker claimed.

Hle said the Miller repori
showed peaple were paying i
feast 4 per cent more {or food
than wnecessary., which
diesn’t seem much ustil one
realizes the $4.7 billion spent
un food each year in Ontario
and 1hat 4 per cent represents
$188 million.

Giant  supermarkels such
as Loblaws, Steinbergs, A& P
and Dominion Slores had al-
most & monaepoly on food dis-
tribution and associated
industries, he sail The Argus
Corporalion which owns con-
trot of Massey-Harris, Dom.

tar, CFRB and CJAD Mon-
treal has its linger in almost
every piece of agricultural
pie fromm larm machines to
retailing, MacDonald clai-
med,

The giant chains own the
farm produce, seli il to their
own processing plants, their
own wholesaler handles it
before Lhe same retailer sells
it.

“They are playing games in
the family,”” MacDonald
charged and shuffling chains
io cheat the taxpayers as weli
as lhe consumers.

“Yet Beryl Plumiree sal in
Ottawa and couldn't find a
villain,”" the speaker noled
sarcastically.

It is not just a farm prob-
lem, the preservation of agri-
cultural land is sociely’s
problem, the speaker con-
cluded.

A question and answer
period followed in which Mor-
ey Mills asked why farmers
shouldn™ be given the same
facilities as doclors to ply
their profession. He soid
doctors were given hospitals,
le asked why farmers were
not piven land to work?

MacDonald replied that
Mr. Mills was ahead of his
time but agreed leasing land
to avoid large capital outlay
for young people anxious to
farm was one answer but it

““'kind of upsets the theory of

land for people.”

Harold Middiebrook of the
Federalion of Agriculture
told the speaker some far-
mers feel if land is kept for
agriculture the boltom goes
oul of its value. The speaker
said that happened in BC but
it soon returncd 4o markel
prices.

MacDonald also said his
party disagreoed with so-
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called develo ' rights in
which farmers close to urban
centres have Lhe right to
make o million by selling
their farm to developers. He
said the entire communily
pays for the folly.

In reply to another ques-
lioner, the speaker said he
has introduced a Privale
Member’'s Bill in the Legis-
lauture to prevent computer
pricing in supermarkels
which would see the price
laken off the product on the
shelf and have it read by a
compuier at the check-out
counter.

He said il took $150,000 Lo
install one of the computer
units hut a store couid save
$120,000 each year it was in
operalion, meaning the
cqguipment would be paid for
in little more than a year.

Supermarkets would make
much more profil and he sug-
gested some of it should be
passed on lo the consumer in
lower prices.

MacDonald did not oppose
the computerized shopping
provided it preserved prices
on products for the purposes
of comparison shopping. With
that provisien the super-
marke! would sull make
297,000 saving on o §150,000
invesiment.

The speaker was intro-
duced by newly named
Halton-Burlington NDP
candidate Bill Johoson and
thanked by Archie Brown, the
party’s organizer,
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